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MUSIC | Worship – Let’s begin with this worship song: 
o “Go Tell It On The Mountain" (Christian Songs For Kids) 

Welcome, everyone! This month is all about celebrations! 

Have you ever been part of a big celebration? Maybe it was someone's birthday or graduation. 
No matter the occasion, people get loud at celebrations!  

When we get good news, we want everyone to know it! Everybody make some noise!  

Sometimes it might feel like our world is filled with more bad news than good news. But the 
good news from today's Bible story is still the best and most important news we've got! 

Did you know that God celebrates with us, too? God created celebration and invites us all to join 
in!  

 

BIBLE STORY | The Birth of John Foretold 
• Read Luke 1:5-20 or summarize the story as follows. 
• Zechariah and Elizabeth were an elderly couple who loved God deeply.  
• Zechariah was a priest. One day, Zechariah was serving in the temple when an angel 

suddenly appeared!  
o What if an angel suddenly appeared to you? How would you feel? I'd be scared, 

and Zechariah was, too! 

THE BIG IDEA 
Jesus came to bring good  

news to the world. 
 

THE BIBLE 
The Birth of John Foretold: Luke 1:5-20; 57-66;  

(Malachi 3:1-4) 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/udVFjTYp9tM
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• The angel came from God to give Zechariah a very important message. God would give 
him and his wife, Elizabeth, a baby who must be named John. John would be filled with 
the Holy Spirit and have a very special job to do – to point many people to God.  

• Zechariah couldn't believe it. It seemed too good to be true! “How can this happen?" he 
wondered. "Elizabeth and I are too old to have a baby!"  

• Zechariah did not believe the angel’s message. Having a baby with Elizabeth at their age 
seemed impossible to him. 

•  So, God made Zechariah unable to speak until baby John was born.  
o But is anything impossible for God? 
o No! And just like God promised, Elizabeth became pregnant. 

• Mary (Jesus’ mother) came to visit Elizabeth. Mary was pregnant with Jesus. When she 
arrived, baby John lept for joy inside Elizabeth. 

• Elizabeth later gave birth to a baby boy just as the angel had said. 
• Zechariah wrote down that the baby should be named "John," like the angel told him to. 

All at once Zechariah could speak again! Zechariah started praising God. The good news 
was coming true! 

• And the best part of this good news was that John would be the one who would prepare 
the way for Jesus later on. That's very good news! 

VIDEO | Joy to the World, Episode 1 
• Watch this video to recap the story.   
• Zechariah received good news that he would have a son but he couldn't really tell anyone 

about it until baby John was born. But the coolest part of that story is that his son would 
eventually grow up and tell everyone the good news about Jesus!  

• Even though Jesus wasn't even born yet in today's story, the story about John's birth still 
shows us that Jesus came to bring good news to the world!   

THE BIG IDEA | Jesus came to bring good news to the world. 

BIBLE | Read Malachi 3:1–4 
• Who do you think the messenger is, based on today's stories? John or Jesus? 
• This part of the Bible was written about 500 years before John or Jesus was born. What 

does this tell you about God's good news for the world? God has been planning it for a 
very long time! 

• What good news did you hear in these verses? Jesus will come and cleanse us of sin like 
soap cleanses us of dirt.  

o Sin is something we all have and we all do, every time we say, do, or think about 
something that causes us to disobey God. But unlike dirt, it's not something we 
can get rid of ourselves. We all need a Savior for that.  

• That's why Jesus came to earth, so that he can save us from sin. Jesus came to bring 
good news to the world! Very good news, indeed!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFHOIiI6Vf0
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ADVENT | The 2nd Sunday of Advent: Love 
• On the 2nd Sunday of Advent, we light two candles: The Hope Candle & The Love Candle. 
• The 2nd Candle is the LOVE Candle. It is also called the Bethlehem Candle. 
• Who or what comes to mind when you think about the word “love”? 

o Does family come to mind? 
 

Just like it was God’s plan for you to be born into your own family and that John was the son of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, it was God’s plan that Jesus would be born into a family. It was in 
Bethlehem that Mary and Joseph, Jesus’ earthly parents, welcomed Jesus into the world as a 
baby. God sent the gift of Jesus into the world to demonstrate His deep and everlasting LOVE 
for us.  

• That is why the Love candle is also called the Bethlehem Candle. 

 

REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 
• What happened when Zechariah was serving in the temple? (An angel appeared) 
• Why did the angel appear? (The angel had an important message for Zechariah.) 
• What what the message? (God was going to give Zechariah and Elizabeth a baby. That 

baby must be named John. John would grow up and be filled with the Holy Spirit and have a 
very special job to do – to point many people to God.)  

• Was that good news? (Yes.) 
• How did Zechariah respond to the good news? (He didn’t believe the angel’s message.) 
• Why was the good news so hard for Zechariah to believe? (Zechariah and Elizabeth were 

both very old. Having children did not seem possible to him.) 
• What happened to Zechariah when he didn’t believe the angel’s message? (God made 

Zechariah unable to speak.) 
• Elizabeth became pregnant. Then a little later, someone came to visit her. Who was that? 

Mary, Jesus’ mother, who was also pregnant with Jesus. 

• What happened when Mary arrived? Baby John lept for joy inside Elizabeth. 
• What happened after Baby John was born? Zechariah wrote down that the baby should be 

named "John," like the angel told him to. Immediately Zechariah could speak again and he 
praised God.  

• And the best part of this good news was that John would be the one who would prepare 
the way for Jesus later on. That's very good news! 

• Read Luke 1:58. What did her neighbors and family members do when they heard 
Elizabeth's news? (They celebrated with her.) 
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THE BIG IDEA: Jesus came to bring good news to the world.

THE BIBLE: The Birth of John Foretold: Luke 1:5-20; 57-66; Malachi 3:1-4






