
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

on  
Your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Series:  “Ekklesia” The Mission and Ministry of the Church  

(Pentecost 2018) 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Purpose.” Acts 20.13-35. 

 

This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship:  Love (In response to God’s love for me, I sacrificially and intentionally 

extend myself for another’s spiritual growth and well-being); Faithfulness (I trust in God’s faithfulness, seeking 

to honor God in words and deeds, particularly through establishing relationships where I can be relied upon). 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Day #1--Monday, November 4th.  Read:  Acts 20.13-18a.  Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What 

do you Hear and/or See? 

 

We begin a new series this month on discipleship and the nature of the church today, specifically exploring our 

purpose, vision, mission, means and marks as a church.  This week, we will focus our study on Acts 20 and its 

relationship to Red Hill’s purpose.  What is the purpose of Red Hill Lutheran Church and School?  Succinctly, 

to:  “Know Christ. Make Christ Known.”  We begin with Acts.20.13 in order to get a better sense of the context 

of the passage.    

 

The author of the book of Acts is the Gospel writer Luke (The book of Acts is really volume 2 of Luke’s history 

of Jesus’ mission; volume 1 is the Gospel of Luke).  In Acts, Luke records eight messages given by the Apostle 

Paul to various groups: a Jewish synagogue congregation (Acts 13:14–43); Gentiles (Acts 14:14–18; 17:22–34); 

church leaders (Acts 20:17–38); a Jewish mob (Acts 22:1–21); the Jewish council (Acts 23:1–10); and various 

government officials (Acts 24:10–21; 26:1–32).  Paul’s address to the Ephesian elders (beginning at v.13) is 

unique in that it reveals Paul’s heart as a pastor.  This message from Paul the pastor enables us to get a glimpse 

of how Paul ministered in Ephesus for three years.  

 

Paul chose to walk from Troas to Assos, a distance of about twenty miles. Why?  For one thing, it enabled him 

to stay longer with the Christians in the city of Troas while he sent Luke and the rest on ahead (Acts 20:13).  It 

would take a ship at least a day to sail from Troas to Assos; Paul could probably walk it in about ten hours 

(maybe a little less).  Also, I think it is very possible that Paul wanted time alone to pray and seek the Lord 

about his trip to Jerusalem.  Paul must have had a sense of the challenges and threats ahead of him.  He may also 

have been considering the message he would give to the leaders in Ephesus.  Finally, (and totally assumed) he 

may have desired the exercise! (?)  When you are under an immense amount of pressure, physical exercise helps 

to reduce the stress (Again, just my opinion)    

 

Paul was very honest and very clear about the dangers and challenges that the church (and Christians) will face 

when it brings the Gospel to the surrounding culture.  However, like Paul, the church was to boldly and 

courageously preach the gospel and live in obedience to Jesus.  Paul himself would be an example of this kind 

of lifestyle.  After all, Paul was an ambassador and not a diplomat!  The motivation for Paul’s ministry is found 

in the phrase, “serving the Lord” (Acts 20:19).  He was not interested in making money (Acts 20:33) or in 

enjoying an easy life (Acts 20:34–35; Acts 20:24; Romans 1:1).  Paul wanted Jesus proclaimed and known!  (1 

Thessalonians 2:1–13); this was his service to the Lord!  .    

 

Consider/Reflect:  Like Paul, you are an ambassador for Jesus!  Ambassadors represent the leader of a 

government in a foreign land.  Ambassadors work through embassies in the foreign land.  Similarly, the church 

is an “embassy” for the Kingdom of God in the world.  As a Christian (you), an ambassador for the Kingdom of 

God, you represent our leader, Jesus, and help the plan of God to be carried out in this “foreign land” of 



 
 

contemporary culture.  How we live is meant to be a reflection of our true citizenship in God’s Kingdom.  How 

do you represent your “native country?” 

 

 Day #2--Tuesday, November 6th.  Read:  Acts 20.18b-24, 32-35.  Examine:  The Text and its Relationship 

to other Passages. 

(v18b)… “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot 

in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through 

the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and 

teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance 

toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, 

constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit 

testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life 

of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received 

from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God…. 32 And now I commend you to God 

and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all 

those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that 

these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown 

you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 1  

 

Acts 19.10: This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews 

and Greeks.   

 

Acts 21.13: Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not 

only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  

 

Colossians 3.23-24: Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

 

Consider/Reflect:  As you read the passages above, what themes do you notice?  The Bible tells us to “do 

everything as for the Lord?  Do you do this?  Why/Why not?  If not, what would need to change to make this 

happen?       
 

  Day #3--Wednesday, November 7th.  Read:  Acts 20.20-25.  Explore:  The background to this text(s). 

 

In v.22 the phrase, “And now, constrained by the Spirit” shifts the emphasis from the past to the present as Paul 

opens his heart and tells his friends just how he feels.  He did not hide from them the fact that he was bound for 

Jerusalem (Acts 19:21), even though he knew that danger and possible death awaited him there.  The Holy Spirit 

had given him this message in city after city.  Paul could have said, “This is too dangerous, surely God does not 

want anything to happen to me?” but, of course, he did not—he continued on.  Paul was too gripped by his 

calling and his devotion to Jesus Christ to look for some safe and easy way out.  Paul would not quit but would 

go to Jerusalem to die for Jesus Christ if necessary.  No threat, fear, or misfortune would inhibit Paul from his 

divinely appointed mission for Jesus!  

 

Notes: 

v.20:  Paul’s ministry from house to house (See Acts 2:46) is contrasted with his public ministry and probably 

refers to house churches. If so, each elder (pastor) was possibly the overseer of a house church.  Paul both 

preached and taught. 

 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: English standard version. 2001 (Acts 20:32–35). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 



 
 

v.21:  In the Greek the words repentance and faith are joined together by one article.  This may imply that these 

two words stress two aspects of trust in Christ (Acts 2:38).  When a person places his faith in Christ, he/she is 

then turning from (repenting of) his/her former unbelief.  This is the same message for both Jews and Greeks 

(i.e., Gentiles; Acts 19:10; Galatians 3:28). 

 

v. 22:  Here Paul began to describe present circumstances (vs. 22-27).  The words, “constrained by the Spirit,” 

are literally, “bound in the Spirit” (dedemenos … tō pneumati).  Probably this refers to the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance in the apostle’s life (Luke 2:27; 4:1; Acts 8:29; 10:19; 11:12; 16:6-7).  Paul’s reason for going to 

Jerusalem, though not stated, evidently was to take the offering from other churches to the poor saints in 

Jerusalem (Acts 24:17; 21:12-14). 

 

v. 23:  Already, Paul had been warned by the Holy Spirit—that is, evidently by people with the Spirit-given gift 

of prophecy—that prison and hardships awaited him in Jerusalem.  He anticipated troubles in Jerusalem when 

he wrote Romans 15:30-31.  Yet he was determined to go there (Acts 19:21; 20:16). 

 

Vs. 24-25:  When these verses are read together, it becomes clear that the preaching of the kingdom and the 

gospel of God’s grace are related.  God’s work of grace enables believing Gentiles to have both the privilege of 

salvation and of entering the Lord’s community—the church and the Kingdom of God itself.2 

 

Consider/Reflect:  “Paul’s farewell address to the Church leaders of Ephesus emphasizes the significance of the 

work of the ministry.  We are often inclined more toward receiving than giving.  Jesus has given—and still 

gives—temporal and eternal blessings, so we likewise are to give of ourselves to others.  Yet, we can never out-

give our generous Savior.  [Pray]:  ‘Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. … Take myself, and I 

will be Ever, only, all for Thee.’  Amen. (Lutheran Service Book 783:1, 6)3 

 

  Day #4—Thursday, November 8th.  Read:  Acts 20.26-35.  Explore:  The Background to this Text. 

 

In His public ministry and teachings, Jesus had made clear that His witnesses were permitted to receive an 

income (Luke 10:7; see also 1 Corinthians 9:4–14).  Nonetheless, Paul did not usually avail himself of this 

expectation as he did not want to be a burden to the churches.  In addition to his expressed rejection of receiving 

compensation for his ministry (“I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel…”), it is clear that he would like the 

Ephesian leaders to take the same attitude about financial support for others, perhaps because other members of 

the church were poor (“by working hard in this way we must help the weak…”). 

 

Verse 35c is attributed to Jesus (in some Bibles, this verse is in red).  These particular words of Jesus are not 

recorded in the Gospels themselves, but as John the Gospel writer himself pointed out, all the books in the world 

could not have held the accounts of everything that Jesus said and did (John 21:25).  It is important to know that 

while Paul did not receive any financial gifts, others in the ministry community did.  The point, of course, is that 

there is nothing wrong with receiving financial gifts—all giving in God’s name is both a blessing to the receiver 

as it is to the giver!  

 

Notes: 

v. 32:  “…commend you to God…”  This means “entrust to.”  We are responsible to God for the gospel we 

have been entrusted with (1 Timothy 1:18) and to pass it on to others who will likewise pass it on (2 Timothy 

2:2).  The phrase, “Word of His grace” is a synonymous phrase for “the Gospel.”   “…able to build you up…”  

Notice that it is the person and truth of God (the Gospel) that leads to maturity (Acts 9:31).  Paul uses the 

metaphor of “building up” often.  This Greek word can be translated as both “build up” or “edify” (1 

Corinthians 14).  This is the goal of the Gospel.  It is both about our salvation and our sanctification.  “…and to 

                                                 
2 J.F. Walvoord, R.B. Zuck, and Dallas Theological Seminary. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, Illinois: 

Victor Books, 1983). 
3 Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  

 



 
 

give you the inheritance”   In the Old Testament, God was the inheritance of the Levites and Priests.  In the NT 

God is all believers’ inheritance because all believers are God’s children through the person and work of Christ 

(Romans 8:15, 17; Galatians 4:1–7; Colossians 1:12).  

  

v. 33:  “…silver or gold or apparel…”  These were items of wealth.  Paul is defending his actions and 

motives. In the NT greed and sexual exhortation are often hallmarks of false teachers (1 Corinthians 3:10–17).   

 

v. 34:  “…ministered to my necessities…”  Paul refused to take help from the churches he currently served 

because of the constant accusation by the false teachers concerning his motives.  Paul supported himself (1 Cor. 

4:12; 9:3–7; 2 Cor. 11:7–12; 12:13; I Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:6–13).  Additionally, Paul, being a trained rabbi, 

would likely have had personal qualms about accepting money for teaching.  However, he asserts that ministers 

of the Gospel should be paid (1 Corinthians 9:3–18; 1 Timothy 5:17–18). 

 

v. 35:  Notice that the believers’ hard labor is not for personal gain or luxury but for the sake of others in need in 

Christ’s name (2 Corinthians 9:8–11).  This word “weak” is not used in the sense of spiritual powerlessness 

(Romans 14:1; 15:1; 1 Corinthians 8:9–13; 9:22), but those who were financially weak—they had no money or 

resources to live on.  Paul worked to support himself and other believers in need.4 

 

Consider/Reflect:  Pray about your participation in your financial giving to the mission of Red Hill.  Consider 

this month, what the church is all about and how you are a part of the “building up” of the believers at Red Hill!  

 

  Day #5-Friday, November 9th.  Read: Psalm 112.4-8.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through His 

Word. 

 

Pray:  “O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you; as the day rises to meet the sun… 

 

“Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be forever. Amen.” 

 

Read Psalm 112.4-8: Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; he is gracious, merciful, and 

righteous. 5It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; who conducts his affairs with 

justice. 6For the righteous will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. He is not afraid of bad 

news; his( heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 8His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until he looks 

in triumph on his adversaries. 

 

Consider/Reflect: Today, pray for our elected leaders: The President, Vice President, the Governor, Mayor, and 

all congress men and women.      

 
 Day #6--Saturday, November 10th.  Read:  Psalm 116.5-8.  Embrace:  God and His guiding you through 

His Word. 

 

“Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 6The LORD preserves the simple; when) I 

was brought low, he saved me. 7Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the LORD has dealt bountifully 

with you. 8For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling…” 

 

The practice of prayer is a critical spiritual discipline that empowers our faith and relationship with Jesus.  We 

close this week with a reflection from Henri Nouwen on prayer:   

 

                                                 
4 R.J.D. Utley. Luke the Historian: The Book of Acts. (Marshall, Texas: Bible Lessons International, 2003). 



 
 

Praying is no easy matter.  It demands a relationship in which you allow someone other than yourself to 

enter into the very center of your person, to see there what you would rather leave in the darkness, and to 

touch there what you would rather leave untouched5.  

 

Consider/Reflect: What thoughts do you have regarding Nouwen’s reflection above?  Below is a prayer that 

Nouwen included with this reflection.  End this time today praying the prayer below and then the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Dear God,  

I am so afraid to open my clenched fists!  

Who will I be when I have nothing left to hold on to?  

Who will I be when I stand before you with empty hands?  

Please help me to gradually open my hands 

and to discover that I am not what I own,  

but what you want to give me.  

And what you want to give me is love— 

unconditional, everlasting love.  

Amen. 

 

 

                                                 
5 Henri Nouwen.  www.beliefnet.com  

http://www.beliefnet.com/

