Sunday, November 15, 2026
Sermon Series: “Hope is Here!”
“The Church.” Text(s): John 4.13-24.

What is the Church?
Ennhnola (ekklésia): Lit, “Out called”
(&x): “Out” or “From” ... noahéw (Kaleo): “To call.” “To call out” (To assemble).

Matthew 28.19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 1 am with you always, to the end
of the age.”

pontedw (mathétend): “Student” Learner” (“Apprentice”)

“It is also taught among us that one holy Christian church will be and remain forever. This is the assembly of

all believers, among whom the Gospel is preached in its purity and the holy sacraments are administered
according to the Gospel...(Augsburg Confession, Article VII)

Why Church? To...

Deepen Disciples.

Jobn 4.13-14, 23-24 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, * but whoever drinfs of the
water that 1 will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life.” ...23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit

and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. ?* God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.”

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 1o the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Deploy Disciples.

John 20.21-23 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending yon.” 22And

when be had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are
Jforgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Hebrews 10.24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 2 not neglecting to meet together, as is
the babit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.



Further Scriptural Texts About the Church...

Deepen...

Jobn 15.1, 3-5 T am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. ... > Already yon are clean becanse of the word that I have spoken to
you.* Abide in me, and 1 in yon. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, uniess it abides in the vine, neither can you, nnless you abide in
me.” I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing.

1 Corinthians 12.12-13, 27 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—]Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit... > Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

Epbesians 3.7, 9-10 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his
power...” and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, '° so that through the
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

Ephesians 4.11-13 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, ' to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, ” until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. ..

Colossians 1.28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

Colossians 3.16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Deploy...

Acts 1.8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. . ..

2 Corinthians 8.1-4, 7 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, * for in
a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. ° For they
gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, * begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part
in the relief of the saints...” But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in onr love for you—see
that you excel in this act of grace also.

Galatians 2.9-10 ...and when James and Cephas and Jobn, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the
right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we shonld go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. ' Only, they asked us to remember
the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

Galatians 6.10 So then, as we bave opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

James 1.27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world.

1 Peter 3.15 -+but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared fo make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason _for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. ..
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