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Thanksgiving Worship

7:00pm
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RED HILL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Thanksgiving Eve

Dr. Seth Britton, Senior Pastor

Contemplation
“I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning 
in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent 
Father who dwelleth in the Heavens…” 
– Abraham Lincoln (Thanksgiving Proclamation, 1863)

Congregation responses are in BOLD print.

+GATHERING+

Prelude Prelude on Now Thank We All Our God Maurice Whitney
 Dr. Linda Brown

Gathering Hymn Come, You Thankful People, Come 
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Confession & Forgiveness please stand 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    Matthew 28:19
Amen
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8-9

  Silence is kept for reflection. Congregation kneels/sits

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  By the 
authority of Jesus Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    John 1:12; Philippians 1:6
Amen.

Greeting   
Grace and peace from our God and Father, 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.
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Song of Praise   We Praise You, O God 

Prayer of the Day  
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to 
acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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+WORD+
Reading Deuteronomy 26.1-11
 “When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession of 
it and live in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the Lord your God 
will choose, to make his name to dwell there. 3 And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, 
‘I declare today to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4 Then 
the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord your God.
5 “And you shall make response before the Lord your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into 
Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6 And the Egyptians 
treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7 Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and 
the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. 9 And he brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground, which you, O Lord, have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before 
the Lord your God. 11 And you shall rejoice in all the good that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house, 
you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.

Reading Philippians 4.4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness[a] be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have 
learned[b] and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Here ends the reading.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Announcement   
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Holy Gospel    John 6.25-35
 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 
loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the 
works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they 
said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate 
the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, 
give us this bread always.”
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Thanksgiving Message  Pastor Seth Britton
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+Sacrament+
Gathering Of Tithes & Offerings Please complete your worship response card & place it in the offering plate. 

Offertory  “Anthem of Gratitude”   Joseph M. Martin
Chancel Choir and Orchestra (recorded on November 11, 2009)

The great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.   2 Timothy 4:22

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.   Colossians 3:1

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   [Psalm 136]

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join them in saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
 Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
 Forever and ever. Amen

The Invitation to Spiritual Communion
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy 
Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with 
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen.
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+Sending+
Blessing   Numbers 6:24-26  
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you  and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Give thanks to the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Sending Song Now Thank We All Our God 

Postlude  Postlude on Now a Thank We All Our God.    Michael Burkhardt
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