
1

The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Forward in Faith”
(Pentecost 2020)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “Worship: Word.”
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Love (In response to God’s love for me, I sacrificially and intentionally extend myself for 

another’s spiritual growth and well-being).
________________________________________________________________________________________

¨  Day #1—Monday, November 9th.  Read: Psalm 135:1-2.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you 
Hear and/or See?
This week, we will study the Psalm from yesterday, and look at elements of Worship that come out of the Lutheran 
tradition.  Worship is the heartbeat of the church’s ministries. Worship also reflects our very identity as created in the 
image of God. Consequently, it is critical that we have an understanding of what Worship is in our church and why we 
Worship as a church.

Psalm 135 calls upon God’s people to praise Him for His majestic power that He has displayed through His deeds 
on behalf of Israel.  This Psalm has been used in Worship throughout the centuries to renew the faith and gratitude 
of Gods people.  Praise in Scripture is most frequently a community activity. What God has done for you and me 
individually, He has done for all His people. We need to join with others and praise God together as the psalmist 
exhorts us.  

The Psalm begins with the command to “Praise the Lord!” The phrase comes from the Hebrew, “halelû-yāh: hallel 
[praise] yah [God or Lord] See also vs.3, 21). The psalmist particularly called on the priests, the servants of the Lord 
in the temple, to praise Him (Psalm 134:1).  Praise is the result of knowing that God is good and to praise God is 
pleasant.  The references to these Temple servants, and the adjectives good … pleasant, are here applied to the Lord and 
link with 133:1; 134:2.  

This passage reminds us that it is our duty and delight to “praise the Lord,” to “praise his name; praise him, and again 
praise him.”  We must not only thank God for what He has done for us, but praise Him for what he is in Himself and 
for what He has done for others.  An attitude of praising God will lead to viewing any occasion or circumstance as 
an opportunity to speak well of (praise) God.  Those that have most reason to praise God (the Temple workers then, 
and you and me as God’s people now) are those who have been given the privilege of being in God’s house.  We have 
many reasons to Worship our God!

Consider/Reflect: What is one reason you have for praising the Lord?  Pause now and praise God for this reason.    

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, November 10th. Read: Psalm 135:3-4.  —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Through the book of Psalms, we meet the Lord in a unique way.  We read and witness in the Psalms the entire range 
of human emotion: from celebration to lament, and we are taught how to worship and praise Him in those situations 
and with those emotions.  There are a number of Hebrew and Greek words in the Bible rendered “praise.”  In each 
Testament, praise is our response to God’s revelation of Himself, an acknowledgment of His character and His 
actions.  And yet, praise is more.  Praise is our expression of delight in God Himself; our expression of the love we feel 
as we consider, “How Great Thou Art.”

The reasons for praise given in verses 3-18, stress God’s goodness and His sovereignty.  First, He chose Israel as His 
treasured possession (Deuteronomy 7:6).  Second, He is greater than all the pagan gods (see tomorrow).  Consequently, 
He is sovereign, doing whatever pleases Him (Psalm 115:3), both in the heavens and on the earth (Jeremiah 10:13).  

Because the God to whom we render our praises is “good,” and because we know that God is good to all, we discover 
that His goodness is His glory, and we must make mention of His glory as we praise, thank, and honor God with 
our lips and our lives!  Clearly, praise is best done with a cheerful spirit; we do not have to praise we get to praise the 
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Lord!  In our Worship services heaven comes down to earth because we are doing the very thing that we will be doing 
in eternity: praising God!  

Consider/Reflect: Can worship be “pleasant” if you are not in the mood for it?  Why/why not?  

¨ Day #3--Wednesday, November 11th. Read: Psalm 135:5-7. —Examine:  The Text and its Context. 
Sometimes it is helpful to see the structure of a particular section of scripture.  The structure of this psalm is as 
follows:

A. (vs. 1–4) Praise to the electing God.
B. (vs. 5–7) The great Lord, sovereign in creation (seven facets of his greatness).
C. (vs. 8–14) The acts of the Lord.
D. (vs. 8–9) Delivering.
E. (vs. 10–12) Bestowing.
F. (vs. 13–14) Vindicating.
G. (vs. 15–18) Dead and death-dealing idols: (seven facets of idol-gods).
H. (vs. 19–21) Praise to the indwelling God.

In the ancient world, Pagan thought was that the whole universe was filled with many gods, especially in the seas 
and the depths.  The Psalms love to dwell on the fact of one sole Creator God whose purpose and plan will prevail, 
and whose will governs even the detail of climatic change (v.7).  The “gods” are mentioned not because they exist 
objectively, but because they are worshipped on the earth, bearing witness to the devotion of deluded minds (Isaiah 
44:6–20).  

All the powers of nature only prove the greatness of the God who created nature itself, and on whom they depend.  
The chain of natural causes was not only framed by God in the beginning, but is still preserved by Him today.  The 
bottom line is this: God lives; false gods don’t.  To prove this, the Psalms command consideration of God’s work in 
history (135:4, 8–14) and in creation (135:5–7).  The true God created His people, while the false gods were made by 
their people (135:15–18).  Consequently, only God should be praised; and this praise is to be done by His people who 
are the recipients of His mighty power.

Consider/Reflect: What title of God would you draw from verses 5-7, 8-12?  If idols are so impotent, why do you think anyone 
would Worship them?  

¨  Day #4--Thursday, November 12th. Read: Hebrews 13:15-16. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
Lutheran worship begins with God giving His Word to us.  Worship, for Lutherans, is always our response to God’s 
actions—specifically God’s actions in Christ.  Historically, Lutheran Worship has focused on God’s gifts to us through 
Jesus.  Lutheran commentator Roger D. Pittelko, in the book, Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, writes:

[T]he Evangelical Lutheran Church has shown a preference for the word service.  The chief gathering of 
Christians on a Sunday morning is called the Divine Service.  In the Divine Service, God serves us.  He gives 
us His Word and Sacraments.  Only after we have received the Word and the gifts that He offers do we 
respond in our sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise.  The Divine Service (liturgy) is God giving to us and our 
responding to Him. (Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, 45).

Luther’s “Deutsche Messe” (The “German Mass”), was published by Luther in 1526.  It followed his Latin mass, the 
“Formula missae” from 1523.  According to scholars, these masses (or services), were suggestions made by Luther, not 
always to be followed exactly as they were.  Luther encouraged freedom for churches in their worship practices (More 
on this freedom later).  The function of the mass, according to Luther, is to make people hear the Word.  Here is the 
basic order (ordo) of the German Mass:

A Spiritual Song or a Psalm in German
Kyrie Eleison (“Lord, have mercy”) (three times).
Collect (Prayer of the Day) (read facing the altar).
Epistle Lesson (read facing the people).
A German Hymn (by the whole choir)
The Gospel Lesson (read facing the people).
Creed sung in German
The Sermon (on the Gospel).
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The Lord’s Prayer. 
Exhortation to those who will commune.
Consecration of the Bread. 
Elevation of the Body of Christ. 
Distribution of the Body of Christ.
Sanctus (“Holy, Holy…” paraphrased in German (or the Hymn “Gott sei Gelobet” or Huss’ Hymn “Jesus Christus unser 

Heiland”)
Consecration of the Wine
Distribution of the Blood of Christ
Sanctus (“Holy, Holy…” or Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God…”) in German (or the Hymn “Gott sei Gelobet” or Huss’ Hymn 

“Jesus Christus unser Heiland”)
Thanksgiving Collect (Post-Communion Prayer).
Aaronic Benediction (“The Lord bless you and keep you…”).

The “Formula missae” (Latin Mass) was a 16th century Latin liturgy composed by Luther for Lutheran Churches.  The 
Formula missae was based on the medieval mass, and again, was not meant to become any rule for Lutheranism in 
general.  

The Parts of the Formula missae: Introit, Gloria in Excelsis Deo, Collect, Epistle, Gradual or Alleluia, Gospel, Nicene 
Creed, Sermon, Preface (“The Lord be with you…”), Eucharistic Prayer, (“On the night when Jesus was betrayed…”) 
Sanctus (“Holy, Holy…” including elevation of the elements during the Benedictus), Lord’s Prayer, Pax (Peace), 
Distribution during the Agnus Dei (the pastor communicating first himself and then the congregation), Collect (prayer), 
Benedicamus, Benediction.

As you can see from the above, some of those elements have remained in our classical Worship services today.  
Consider/Reflect: How does the understanding that, during a Worship service, God is serving you, change your concept of 
the service of Worship?  As you look at the Divine Service (The German Mass or the Latin Mass), what do you notice is being 
communicated or expressed here?       
 
¨  Day #5—Friday, November 13th. Read: Hebrews 10:24-25. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
Today, I would like to offer some thoughts about Worship, taken from a paper given by Dr. A.L. Barry, presented at a 
Lutheran Worship conference in 1998 entitled, the “Real Life Worship Conference.”  I think the positions mentioned 
here are very profound.  You can find this paper at www.lcms.org.  

Thesis I: The Main Purpose of Lutheran Worship Is to Receive God’s Gifts.
We Lutherans have a unique perspective on worship.  We know that God’s Word and His Holy Sacraments, are His precious 
gifts to us.  They are the tools the Holy Spirit uses to give us forgiveness, life and salvation. The main purpose of Lutheran 
worship is to receive these gifts from God.

Our Lutheran Confessions explain this truth as follows: “The service and worship of the Gospel is to receive good things 
from God” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession, Article IV.310) … That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship. [God] 
does this as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and sinners are absolved, and as 
we receive our Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion.  In these wonderful ways, God is present with us, His people, 
drawing us to Himself and giving us what we need so much—His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and comfort!  
The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God around His gifts.

Thesis II: Lutheran Worship Is Christ-Centered.
The focus of Lutheran worship is on Christ, not man.  Therefore, Lutheran worship is always Christocentric (Christ-
centered) and never anthropocentric (man-centered) …The Christ-centered nature of Lutheran worship has direct impact on 
every other aspect of our worship services.  We hear His word read and preached.  The hymns sung in our services give Him 
the glory, honor and praise.  We spend a great deal of time singing His praises and less time singing about our own personal 
spiritual experiences.  With the focus on Christ, we notice that even the art in the church portrays the great saving events of 
our Lord’s life and ministry and the great events of God’s saving work among His people.  Lutheran worship takes our eyes 
and sets them firmly on the cross of Jesus Christ, for there the Lord of the Universe suffered and died for the sins of the world.

Thesis III: Lutheran Worship Is a Reflection of Lutheran Theology.
How a congregation conducts its worship service is a reflection of its theological convictions.  Therefore, Lutheran worship 
must always be a clear reflection of Lutheran theology.  This is a very important point…. What does this mean for our 
worship services?  It means that we will not go out of our way to discard the treasures of the Christian liturgical tradition, 
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for we recognize that these are good forms that transcend time and culture.  Because Lutheran worship reflects Lutheran 
theology, we notice a strong emphasis on the proclamation of God’s Word, in both spoken and sung form.  We notice a 
high regard for our Lord’s presence in His Sacraments, with a particularly high regard for the Lord’s Supper.  Lutheran 
worship is shaped and molded by our firm belief that God the Holy Spirit is present and active in Word and Sacrament, 
creating a people for God and continually renewing the people of God.

Consider/Reflect: Today and tomorrow, pray about this Sunday’s upcoming Worship service.  Ask God to reveal to you the 
truth of His love through Word and Sacrament.  Also, pray for your fellow-worshipers; that God may touch their hearts and that 
our corporate worship together will be acceptable to God.  

¨  Day #6-Saturday, November 14st. Read: Romans 12:1-2. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
Today, some further thoughts and truths regarding Worship, from a Biblical and Lutheran Confessional perspective.  
Taken from the document, “Theses on Worship,” we can see how Biblical and theological truths shape both our 
understanding of Worship and how we practice Worship.  Here is the “key” for the citations below: “AC” means the 
Augsburg Confession.  “AP” means the Apology to the Augsburg Confession.  “FC” means the Formula of Concord.  All 
are found within The Book of Concord.1 The Book of Concord contains our Lutheran, confessional writings.    

Theses: The Highest Form of Worship is Faith
*Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
(John 6:29)

*It is by faith that God wants to be worshiped, namely, that we receive from him what he
promises and offers. (AP IV, 49)

*The woman came, believing that she should seek the forgiveness of sins from Christ. This is
the highest way of worshiping Christ. (AP IV, 154)

*God wants us to believe him and to accept blessings from him; this he declares to be true
worship. (AP IV, 228) See also: AC XXVI, 4; AC XXI, 3-4, AP IV, 59.

Theses: The Scriptures and Confessions give the People of God considerable freedom in choosing those forms, 
rites, and ceremonies that aid the worship of God.

*For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery. (Galatians 5:1)

*. . . addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with all your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . (Ephesians 5:19)

*We are talking about true spiritual unity, without which there can be no faith in the heart nor
righteousness in the heart before God.  For this unity, we say, a similarity of human rites,
whether universal or particular, is not necessary.  The righteousness of faith is not a
righteousness tied to certain traditions, as the righteousness of the law was tied to the Mosaic
ceremonies, because this righteousness of the heart is something that quickens the heart.  To
this quickening human traditions, whether universal or particular, contribute nothing . . . (AP
VII/VII, 30-32)

*We further believe, teach, and confess that the community of God in every place and at every
time has the right, authority, and power to change, to reduce, or to increase ceremonies
according to its circumstances, as long as it does so without frivolity and offense but in an
orderly and appropriate way, as at any time may seem to be most profitable, beneficial, and
salutary for good order, Christian discipline, evangelical decorum, and the edification of the
church. (FC SD X, 9)

Consider/Reflect:  From the theses’ above, the scripture texts, and Lutheran Confessions above, what impacts you the most 
about the Worship of Jesus Christ?  Do the theses, scriptures, and confessions above change your understanding of Worship at 
Red Hill, or how you Worship God in your life?     

1  The Book of Concord. Theodore G. Tappert, Ed. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press), 1959.  


