
1

The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Living in the Two Kingdoms”
(Pentecost 2020)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “The Two Kingdoms.”
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Faithfulness (I trust in God’s faithfulness, seeking to honor God in words and 
deeds, particularly through establishing relationships where I can be relied upon).
________________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, October 26th.  Read: John 18.33-36.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you 
Hear and/or See?
Martin Luther’s doctrine of the “Two Kingdoms,” reflects the Biblical understanding that God works in the world 
through two, very different organizations. Using the language of his day, Luther believed that Scripture clearly 
revealed that God “rules” through the “kingdom” of secular government, the secular “realm,” and the “kingdom” of 
the Church, the spiritual “realm.” While God does work through both, each “kingdom” has distinctive responsibilities 
and must not be confused with the other.

Every person is a member of a secular realm and of a spiritual realm. It is important to realize the difference between these 
two realms and keep them separate. Luther claimed that Jesus (Matt. 22:21) had emphasized the separation of the two 
realms when he said: “Render therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.” 
Luther himself pointed frequently to the difference between the two and reiterated the need for a clear separation.1 

In our Gospel text, Jesus and Pilate personify the “two-kingdoms” understanding. When asked if Jesus is a king, Jesus 
answers Pilate that His kingdom, His βασιλεία (Basillia), is not of this world, not of the “kingdom” of this world often 
ruled by people like Pilate.  What is the kingdom of Jesus? 

…the kingdom of God in the proclamation of Jesus denotes the dynamic activity of the sovereign Lord for the salvation 
of men and women; characteristically it relates especially to the saving sovereignty of God operative in and through Jesus 
himself… despite the fact that the expression βασιλεία τοῦ θεοῦ, “kingdom of God,” occurs only in John 3:3 and 5, the 
whole Gospel is concerned with the kingship of God in Jesus. And that is what Jesus was referring to in his utterance to 
Pilate; his kingship is the sovereign action of the Son through whom God performs his saving works and speaks his saving 
words.2

Additionally, we can see in Jesus’ response to Pilate how distinct the two kingdoms are: If Jesus’ kingdom was of 
(from) this world, His disciples would be waging war. Jesus will be waging war, but it will be an altogether different 
kind of war. Jesus will battle the forces that lay behind the kingdoms of the world that are set against God—Satan, 
death, and sin.

Consider/Reflect: “Historic research has suggested some of the possible pressures on Pilate. Tiberius, a sick and 
violent emperor, ruled Rome. But much of his power had been exercised by Suetonius, the commander of his 
Praetorian Guard. At last this man was overthrown and killed, and the ever-suspicious Tiberius had many of those 
who had relied on Suetonius’ influence executed. Some have thought that Pilate was aligned with Suetonius’ party, 
and thus was particularly vulnerable. If so, the threat of the Jews to denounce Pilate as ‘no friend of Caesar’ must have 
been particularly terrifying.”3

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, October 27th. Read: John 18.37-40.  —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Jesus now explains to Pilate His purpose within the kingdom of God. The very reason He came into this world was to 
bear witness to the truth.  

To be a king was the reason he was born, the reason he came into the world: in the context of the Fourth Gospel, this pair of 
expressions refers to the incarnation, his move from the glory he shared with the Father in his presence (17:5) to his manifestation 

1   George W. Forell. “Luther’s Conception of Natural Orders.” Quoted in, Carl E. Braaten. Principles of Lutheran Theology (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983).
2   G.R. Beasley-Murray. John (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002).
3   L.O. Richards. The Teacher’s Commentary Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1987).
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in this fallen world to manifest something of that glory (1:14) …his kingdom is the kingdom of truth; or, more precisely put, the 
exercise of his saving kingship is virtually indistinguishable from his testifying to the truth. In this context, truth is understood 
in more than an intellectual sense; it is nothing less than the self-disclosure of God in his Son, who is the truth (14:6).4

Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” has been a point of interest ever since he uttered the words. There is debate about 
how he intended the question. Was it a true desire to know what no one could tell him? Was it philosophical cynicism 
concerning the problem of epistemology? Was it indifference to anything so impractical as abstract thought? Or was 
it irritation at Jesus’ response?”5 All are possible. However, what Pilate did next was telling! He turned away from the 
Truth without waiting for Jesus to possibly answer his question! 

Having displayed a lack of interest in truth, Pilate then revealed a lack of commitment to justice. He lacked the courage of 
his convictions. If Jesus was innocent of all charges, then Pilate should have set Him free. Instead, Pilate began a series of 
compromising moves to avoid dealing with an inconvenient truth in a difficult circumstance…The offer to release … Barabbas 
who was guilty of murder and insurrection showed poor judgment for a person responsible for Rome’s interests.6

If Jesus had been establishing a political kingdom, He would have encouraged His disciples to fight to establish it… 
“Legitimate public ordinances are good creations of God and divine ordinances, which a Christian can safely use. This 
entire topic about the distinction between the spiritual kingdom of Christ and a political kingdom has been explained 
in the literature of our writers.... Christ’s kingdom allows us outwardly to use legitimate political ordinances of every 
nation in which we live, just as it allows us to use medicine or the art of building, or food, drink, and air. Neither does the 
Gospel offer new laws about the public state, but commands that we obey present laws, whether they have been framed by 
heathens or by others. It commands that in this obedience we should exercise love” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession XVI 
53–55).7

Consider/Reflect: “When Pilate announced Jesus’ innocence, he was doing more than simply trying to free Jesus. With 
this declaration, Pilate affirms that Jesus would die like a Passover lamb, a male in its prime without blemish (Ex. 12:5). 
As John the Baptizer proclaimed at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry: “Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world!”8

¨ Day #3--Wednesday, October 28th. Read: 1 John 2.15-17. —Examine:  The Text and its Context. 
Through the “secular realm” of human government, God is at work in human life through systems, laws, and 
principles commonly operative in political, economic, and cultural institutions that affect the lives and the ultimate 
welfare of all people. At the same time, human systems and governments are fallen, and at times, can and do actually 
resist the ways and desires of God. This reality is what is often referred to in the Bible as “the world.”   

John…wished to warn them about dangers which always exist, no matter how far one has advanced in his Christian walk. He 
turned now to a warning. Do not love the world or anything in the world. The “world” (kosmos), thought of here as an entity 
hostile to God (cf. 4:4), is always a seductive influence which Christians should continually resist…The world competes for 
the love of Christians and one cannot both love it and the Father at the same time. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him…The reason love for the world is incompatible with love for God is that everything in the world 
… comes not from the Father but from the world. 9

John specifically describes the very things that are incompatible with love for God: the desires of the flesh, the desires of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. All of these can take the place of our love for, and obedience to, our Lord. 

Having described the constituent elements that make up the world, the author reminds his readers that everything in the 
world comes not from the Father but from the world. Everything that makes up the world, those attitudes and values which 
are defined in 2:16, are ‘not from God’. Clearly then, as the author says in 2:15b, ‘if anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him’. This is more than enough reason for any believer not to love the world…. The other reason why 
believers should not love the world is that the world and its desires pass away… All that is antithetical to God and his grace is 
passing away; it is doomed. There is no future in worldliness. While the author says that the world and its desires pass away, 
he adds, but the man who does the will of God lives [lit. ‘remains’] forever. There will come a time when the world which is 
passing away will have passed away, but those who do the will of God will not have passed away with it, for they will remain 
forever.10

4   D.A. Carson. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991).
5   J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).  
6   Ibid.
7   Quoted in, Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
8   Ibid.
9   Walvoord, et al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
10   C.G. Kruse. The Letters of John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000).
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Consider/Reflect: “Do not cling to this world and its desires; it will soon be over. Cling to Christ and live forever! 
Our sinful flesh and the world entice and tempt us with their glittering promises of wealth, power, popularity, and 
pleasure. But all that glitters is not gold, and none of it provides for forgiveness, peace, and contentment. Christ alone 
provides and offers forgiveness, peace, and contentment. [Pray]: Father in heaven, do not let the desires of our sinful, 
selfish flesh reign over us. Fix our eyes on Your Son, our Savior, that we may ever believe in Him. Amen.”11

¨  Day #4--Thursday, October 29th. Read:  Romans 13.1-7. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
As discussed earlier, through the secular realm, God works through human governments, systems, and leaders, to 
ensure the common welfare of all people. In the “spiritual realm,” the church, God works through the Gospel and 
the Sacraments to effect faith and salvation for those who follow Jesus as Lord and Savior. Not only are these two 
kingdoms distinct, so are the responsibilities of the believer within these two modes of God’s action. Christians are 
to be active in the secular world through participation in government, voting, taking on civic responsibilities, and 
by simply being a good citizen. And, the Christian is to be active in the church through Worship, receiving the 
Sacraments, spiritual community, and service at and beyond the local church. As Lutherans, our participation in the 
“two kingdoms” means that:  

Lutheran Churches all over the world… [can be] …deeply engaged in the question of their social responsibility…To be 
concerned about [the spiritual realm] …means Christians will focus on matters of faith and evangelism, how to spread the 
Gospel to unreached peoples…how to educate new converts to become disciplined believers. To be concerned about…[the 
secular realm]…is important too, because Christians are called to be stewards of God’s world…In the secular realm people 
debate the issues that bear on the common life, using reason, conscience, and common sense…12

Paul calls upon believers to pray for those in authority as well as to be subject to the governing authorities. As Dunn 
notes, Paul’s exhortation here “was simply the common-sense wisdom of the great mass of the powerless living within 
the power structures of the corporate state.”13  Even more, Paul is clear that God ordains the governmental authorities. 
This is the reason to be subject to such secular authorities. However, when those authorities are in conflict with the 
direction and will of God, the Christian must resist. As Douglas Moo helpfully summarizes:

It is only a slight exaggeration to say that the history of the interpretation of Rom. 13:1–7 is the history of attempts to 
avoid what seems to be its plain meaning. At first glance, and taken on its own, this passage seems to require that Christians 
always, in whatever situation, obey whatever their governmental leaders tell them to do. Almost all Christians recoil 
from this conclusion. Our own sad experience of situations like the Holocaust during World War II suggests that genuine 
Christian devotion to God must sometimes require disobedience of the government. Moreover, this sense finds support 
within the NT itself. The classic text is Acts 5:29, in which Peter and John respond to the Jewish leaders’ order to stop 
teaching in Jesus’ name: “We must obey God rather than human beings!” (see also Acts 4:18–20). Equally important is the 
book of Revelation, in which keeping the commandments of God in the face of governmental pressure to the contrary is a 
key indication of our faithfulness to Christ.14

Consider/Reflect:  Martin Luther writes: “In [Romans] chapter 13 [Paul] teaches honor and obedience to worldly 
government. Although worldly government does not make people righteous before God, nevertheless it is instituted 
in order to accomplish at least this much, that the good may have outward peace and protection and the bad may not 
be free to do evil in peace and quietness, and without fear. Therefore, the good too are to honor it even though they 
themselves do not need it. Finally, he comprehends it all in love, and sums it up in the example of Christ: as he has 
done for us, we are also to do, following in his footsteps.”15

¨  Day #5—Friday, October 30th. Read: Revelation 11.15-19. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
In the book of Revelation, the sounding of the seventh trumpet, and consequently, Jesus’ second coming, ushers in 
the ending of the “two kingdoms!” The promised new heavens and new earth will be a reality! The kingdoms of this 
world will be swallowed up by the Kingdom of God and His eternal reign! 

…no longer is it said that he ‘is to come’ (cf. 1:4), for he has come! The reign has begun, in that God has put forth his great 
power to subdue the rebellion of humankind against his sovereign rule, which has existed through all ages. The kingdom 
of God is essentially deliverance from evil and the gift of life. Ch. 5 shows that it began in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, and its victory is celebrated in the song of v 17. The song marks an ordered progression of thought which is 

11   Lutheran Study Bible.
12   Carl E. Braaten. Essential Lutheranism: Theological Perspectives on Christian Faith and Doctrine (Delhi, New York: American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 2012).
13   J.D. Dunn. Romans 9–16 (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1988).
14   D.J. Moo. The Letter to the Romans. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2018).
15   Quoted in, Lutheran Study Bible 
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expounded later in Revelation…the time has come for judging the dead (20:11–15), when the saints are to be rewarded in the 
city of God (21:9–22:5), and the destroyers of the earth cast into ‘the lake of fire’ (20:15; 21:8).16 

The vision of the opening of the Temple in v. 19 and the presence of the Ark of the Covenant, “implies that the goal 
of the covenant, which is the promise of the kingdom, is now in the act of coming to pass. Flashes of lightning, peals 
of thunder, earthquake etc. testify that the consummation has arrived (cf. 8:5; 16:17–21).”17

We must remember in the midst of the challenges, problems, fears, and frustrations in this world, no matter how 
defeated we may feel at times, Jesus Christ is still King of kings and Lord of lords, and He is in control. One day, we 
shall be victorious!

Consider/Reflect: “John describes the transition from Satan’s temporary rule of the world to the consummation of 
God’s reign. For now, people can refuse to obey God. But such resistance will someday be met with an irresistible 
outpouring of wrath and judgment. Christ’s people need not fear that day. Instead, they may long for the day when 
God will be all in all, and perfect harmony will again prevail.”18

¨  Day #6-Saturday, October 31st. Read: Romans 3.21-22. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
Today is Reformation Day, otherwise known as “Halloween.” J In fact, Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses 
on “All Hallows Eve,” the day before All Saints Day, November 1st. Today, we will explore the nature of the 
Reformation and how the Reformation shaped the Christian faith.  

In the little town of Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517, a priest nailed a document to the village church 
door, challenging the church leadership to debate some theological principles.  Later generations would mark Martin 
Luther’s nailing of the 95 theses on the church door as the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.  Just what did 
Luther think he was doing at the time?  To answer these questions, we need to understand a little about Luther’s own 
spiritual journey.

As a young man in Germany at the beginning of the sixteenth century, Luther was studying law at the university.  
One day he was caught in a storm and was almost killed by lightening.  He cried out to St. Anne and promised God, 
if he survived, he would become a monk.  In 1505, Luther entered the Augustinian monastery, and in 1507 became a 
priest.  His monastic leaders sent him to Rome in 1510, but Luther was disenchanted with the ritualism and dead faith 
he found in the papal city, which caused Luther great despair.  In 1515, he began teaching Paul’s epistle to the Romans.  
Slowly, Paul’s words in Romans began to break through the gloom of Luther’s soul.  Luther wrote

My situation was that, although an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled in conscience, and I had no 
confidence that my merit would assuage him.  Night and day I pondered until I saw the connection between the justice of 
God and the statement “the just shall live by faith.”  Then I grasped that the justice of God is that righteousness by which 
through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us through faith. Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone 
through open doors into paradise.  The whole of Scripture took on a new meaning...This passage of Paul became to me a 
gate to heaven.

The more Luther’s eyes were opened by his study of Romans, the more he saw the corruption of the church of his 
day.  The glorious truth of justification by faith alone had become buried under a mound of greed, corruption, and 
false teaching.  Most galling was the practice of indulgences—certificates provided by the church for a fee, which 
would shorten one’s (or a loved one’s) stay in Purgatory. Luther could not understand this.  Consequently, he desired 
to discuss this theological point with his superiors.19  Ultimately, Luther and his followers would separate from the 
mother church, and the Reformation would spread across Europe.  

Consider/Reflect:  Part of Luther’s anxiety came out of his fear that God was angry with him.  Do you feel God is 
mad at you?  Today, believe again the Gospel message:  God is not mad AT you; He is mad FOR you!

16   J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
17   Ibid.
18  Lutheran Study Bible  
19  Adapted from an earlier Christian History Institute story.  For further study, see:  Roland Bainton, Here I Stand; Will Durant, The Reformation; Julius 
Köstlin, Life of Luther; Amos Wells, Treasure of Hymns; Brief Biographies of 120 Leading Hymn- Writers and Their Best Hymns; Various encyclopedia articles.


