
1

The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Who Needs God?”
(Pentecost 2020)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “The God of Jesus.”
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Love (In response to God’s love for me, I sacrificially and intentionally extend 
myself for another’s spiritual growth and well-being).
________________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, September 28th.  Read: John 14.1.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you 
Hear and/or See?
Yesterday, we talked about the “gods of the No Testament:” The bodyguard god, the on demand god, the boyfriend 
god, the guilt god, and the angry god. Our view of God matters! It can determine how we pray, worship, and live! 
Consequently, it is critical that we have a proper understanding of God. Jesus gives us this understanding!

The context of chapter 14 is known as Jesus’ “upper room discourse.” Beginning with chapter 13 through chapter 17, 
Jesus is spending His last hours with the disciples in an upper room, where He will give final instructions, wash the 
disciple’s feet, and institute the Eucharist. In that upper room, the disciples are confused, afraid, and sad. Which is why 
Jesus is telling them not to be troubled. Commenting on this verse, G.L. Borchert notes:

The text immediately catches the readers’ attention, for it begins with a strong prohibition, a negative imperative, 
mē parassesthō, which carries the meaning of “Do not let your hearts be overcome with turmoil” or perhaps, 
more colloquially, “Don’t allow yourself to be intimidated by the situation.” This statement is immediately 
followed by a call to evidence confidence through the double use of the Greek pisteuete… [“believe” or “trust”]…
which can be either an indicative or an imperative…Jesus knew that his little band could and would be shaken 
not only by his words concerning his departure but also by the fact that he would soon become the crucified 
Lamb. Accordingly, he called for them to place their “trust” not in the power evident in the world but in God 
and in himself. This direct linkage between God and Jesus has been a fundamental assertion of John, since he 
identified the Word with God (1:1–2) and later Jesus with the Father…1

As we can see above, the Greek word in v.1, pisteuō, is translated in the ESV as “believe.” It could also be translated as 
“trust,” as is rendered in other versions of Scripture. Either translation makes the same point: as the disciples believe/
trust God, they now can believe/trust Jesus! In verse 1, Jesus clearly equates Himself with God! Just as the disciples 
believe/trust God, Jesus now asked them to trust in Him! They had watched him feed five thousand people and bring 
Lazarus back from the dead, but now they must trust him not just for food or miracles, but with their lives.

Consider/Reflect: What is troubling your heart right now? Ask God to help you trust Jesus and His power to calm 
your troubled heart. 

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, September 29th. Read: John 14.2-4. —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
In v.1, Jesus tells His disciples that their hearts do not need to be “troubled.” The Greek word translated as “troubled,” is 
tarassesthō, which means “to be stirred, agitated.” In Scripture, the heart was seen as the center of one’s personality. “By 
a firm trust in God the Father and Jesus the Son, they could relieve their soul-sorrow and be sustained in their coming 
tests.”2 Some scholars believe that Jesus is in fact, commanding His disciples to trust Him; He is not simply making a 
statement. Not even death need trouble us because Jesus has a place prepared for His followers! And, Jesus assures His 
followers that He will return to claim His own! According to D.A. Carson, what seems like defeat for Jesus’ disciples, 
His leaving them, is in fact, “for the disciples’ advantage. True, he is going away, but he is going away to prepare a place 
for them, and he will come and get them so that they may be where he is. What more could they ask for?”3  However, 
what is Jesus referring to when He says “I will come back?” Again, Carson writes:
1  G.L. Borchert. The American Commentary: John (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996).
2  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
3  D.A. Carson. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991).
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…the language used of Jesus’ ‘coming back’ and ‘being with’ his disciples refers at various places…to different 
things: sometimes to Jesus’ return to his disciples after his resurrection, sometimes to Jesus’ ‘coming’ to them 
by the Spirit after he has been exalted to the glory of the Father, and sometimes to his ‘coming’ at the end of 
the age. Indeed, in the view of some commentators, the language in vv. 2–3 is purposely ambiguous in order 
simultaneously to refer to more than one coming…Some think that the Christian’s death and departure to be 
with Jesus is in view.4

The place that Jesus has prepared for His followers is likened to a “house” with many “rooms.” The Greek word translated 
“rooms,” is μονή (monē) and means variously, “to remain,” “to stay,” “to dwell,” properly signifying a “dwelling place.” 
While there has been much speculation and interpretation about what Jesus is describing here when He uses the image 
of a house with many room, Carson suggests that:  

The simplest explanation is best: my Father’s house refers to heaven, and in heaven are many rooms, many 
dwelling-places. The point is not the lavishness of each…[room]…but the fact that such ample provision has been 
made that there is more than enough space for every one of Jesus’ disciples to join him in his Father’s home. 
Besides, have they not just been encouraged to trust him (v. 1), and always found strong reason to do so? Can 
they not therefore be assured that if heaven were other than what he has described, he would have told.5

Jesus tells his disciples that they know where He is going. However, Thomas (and likely most of the disciples) are not so 
sure. So, was Jesus mistaken? No. “John’s point is not that Jesus has made some terrible error in assessing his disciples, 
but that precisely because they know him they do know the way to the place he has just prescribed. Once again it is 
by reading on and then coming back and re-reading the text that we find Jesus’ anticipation of his clear, impending 
statement that he himself is the way (v. 6)”.6

Consider/Reflect: Look up John 13.36, 14.6,8, and 22, what problems are the disciples struggling with? 

¨ Day #3--Wednesday, September 30th. Read: John 14.5-7. —Examine:  The Text and its Context. 
As we touched on yesterday, Thomas expressed his confusion about Jesus’ destiny. Seemingly speaking for all of the 
disciples, Thomas says that they do not know where Jesus is going! And, as L. Morris reminds, “Has Jesus himself 
not said that they cannot come there (13:33, 36)? How then do they know the way?7 Jesus now tells the disciples that 
where He is going, to the Father, can be the same destination for all of Jesus’ followers through Him; He is the way to 
the Father! We can trust this because He is the truth, and because He is the source of life itself! 

He not only shows people the way (i.e., by revealing it), but he is the way (i.e., he redeems us). In this 
connection “the truth” will have saving significance. It will point to Jesus’ utter dependability, but also to the 
saving truth of the gospel. “The life” will likewise take its content from the gospel. Jesus is both life and the 
source of life to believers. All this is followed by the explicit statement that no one comes to the Father other 
than through Christ. “Way,” “truth,” and “life” all have relevance, the triple expression emphasizing the many-
sidedness of the saving work.8 

Because Jesus is the way, truth, and life, to know Him is to know the Father. Jesus makes the point that He has 
revealed who the Father is through His actions, teachings, and finally, though the disciples have not yet experienced 
this, through His death and resurrection! In verse 7, Jesus…

…asserts positively the direct interconnection between the Father and Jesus. This direct connection is a repeated 
theme in the Gospel beginning in the Prologue (1:1), where the Logos is theos (God). It is reasserted in the fact 
that Jesus is equal with God (5:18) and one with the Father (10:30) and is concluded with the confession of 
Thomas that Jesus is God (20:28) …because the disciples “really know” who Jesus is, they would “really know” 
God…John has changed from the use of the singular in v. 6 to the plural “you” in v. 7, so Jesus’ statement is not 
merely addressed to Thomas. It is addressed as a general statement to all the disciples and thus to the Christian 
community…Jesus was seeking to make clear to his disciples that if they have really come to see and know him, 
they will have come to see and know the Father also.9

4  Ibid.
5  Ibid.
6  Ibid.
7  L. Morris. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1995).
8  Ibid.
9  Borchert. The American Commentary: John.
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Consider/Reflect: “He is himself the Savior (4:42), the Lamb of God (1:29, 34), the one who so speaks that those who 
are in the graves hear his voice and come forth (5:28–29). He so mediates God’s truth and God’s life that he is the very 
way to God, the one who alone can say, No-one comes to the Father except through me.”10

¨  Day #4--Thursday, October 1st. Read:  John 14.8-11. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
The disciple Phillip now enters the narrative, articulating the desire that every human being has—the desire to see God!! 
Where we go to fulfil this desire, is the difference between true worship and idolatry. While Phillip likely desired a 
theophany (a miraculous appearance of God), or perhaps some other miracle from Jesus, Jesus’ statement, “Anyone 
who has seen Me has seen the Father” is one of the most staggering claims He ever made. “The Father is in Jesus and 
Jesus perfectly reveals Him (1:18). Hence no theophany was necessary, for by seeing Jesus they were seeing the Father!”11

Jesus’ assurance that He is in the Father and the Father is in Him, can be seen through three “proofs.” First, we can 
believe what Jesus says because of His character (I am in the Father and the Father is in Me). Second, because His words 
come from His (and our) Heavenly Father (The words I say to you are not just My own). And third, Jesus’ miracles, 
His “signs,” reveal God’s working through Him (the Father, living in Me…is doing His work.… believe on the evidence 
of the miracles themselves). “One of the key elements in John’s Gospel is the stress on the signs as gracious pointers to 
faith (cf. 5:36; 10:25, 38; 11:47; 12:37; 20:30–31).”12

Philip apparently wants to see a manifestation of the glory of God the Father: “Lord, show us the Father, and 
it is sufficient for us.” That reflects a major misunderstanding. No one has ever seen God the Father (1:18). 
Jesus is the one who reveals the Father. To see Jesus is to see a manifestation, for Jesus is fully God. The 
Eleven surely believed that Jesus and the Father were closely related. Yet they did not yet fully understand the 
unity of the Godhead. This was a truth which they would soon understand and accept (cf. v 7). Both Jesus’ 
“words” and His “works” prove that He and the Father are one in essence and purpose.13

Consider/Reflect: “Christ is not merely a way, but rather the only way to God… John Hus: ‘Let the humble pilgrim 
look at Christ. . . Behold he who wants to go, has the way, for Christ is the way, and whither he wants to go, for 
Christ is the truth, and where he wants to abide, for Christ is the life’…Christ is so fully divine that to have seen and 
known Him is to have seen and known the Father.”14

¨  Day #5—Friday, October 2nd. Read: John 14.12-14. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
In v. 12, Jesus makes a stunning statement: Believers will do greater things than these, referring to what He has done! 
Jesus raised the dead; Jesus walked on water; Jesus fed 5,000 people! What is Jesus’ point? Jesus assures His disciples 
(and us), that because He is going to the Father, His followers will have a mission, and an attendant power, to 
continue what He began—the in-breaking, Kingdom of God! But again, what is Jesus implying when He says…

…the believer “will do greater works than these.” Reflection will show that the “greater works” here mentioned 
are not more miraculous miracles than the miracles of Jesus…Nor is it likely that the first thought is that of the 
greater success of the disciples in their subsequent mission to Israel and the nations. Is the point in view not 
rather the conveying to people of the spiritual realities of which the works of Jesus are “signs”?...Thus the “greater 
works” that the disciples are to do after Easter are the actualization of the realities to which the works of Jesus 
point, the bestowal of the blessings and powers of the kingdom of God upon men and women which the death 
and resurrection of Jesus are to let loose in the world.15

One other point about the believer’s “greater works:” Jesus was one person in one geographical place. After Pentecost 
and the sending of the Holy Spirit, which is made possible because Jesus is going to the Father (v.12), millions will 
soon surrender to Jesus and spread the Gospel all over the world! In this sense, Jesus’ followers, the church, are doing 
greater (in the sense of more) works of the Kingdom! D.A. Carson adds this about the believer’s “greater works:”

…the works that the disciples perform after the resurrection are greater than those done by Jesus before his 
death insofar as the former belong to an age of clarity and power introduced by Jesus’ sacrifice and exaltation…
Jesus is about to return to his Father, he is about to be glorified, and in the wake of his glorification his 
followers will know and make known all that Jesus is and does, and their every deed and word will belong 

10  Carson. The Gospel According to John.
11  Walvoord, et al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
12  Ibid.
13  R.N. Wilkin. The Grace New Testament Commentary Denton, Texas: Grace Evangelical Society, 2010).
14  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
15  Borchert. The American Commentary: John . 
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to the new eschatological age that will then have dawned. The ‘signs’ and ‘works’ Jesus performed during his 
ministry could not fully accomplish their true end until after Jesus had risen from the dead and been exalted…
Thus greater things is constrained by salvation-historical realities. In consequence many more converts will be 
gathered into the messianic community, the nascent church, than were drawn in during Jesus’ ministry.16

Finally, we can see that any work the Christian does is begun, continued, and ended with prayer! To pray in Jesus’ 
name, is to ask for answers and actions that glorify Jesus and reveal His character and love. “To ask Me for anything 
in My name means to ask according to His will…The goal of answered prayers is to bring glory to the Father. Also 
bearing fruit glorifies the Father (John 15:8).”17

Consider/Reflect: “Through His death and resurrection, Christ went to prepare a place for us in heaven, where we 
will dwell with God forever. The true God cannot be known apart from Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s work, we 
can know the Father and enter His eternal presence. [Pray]: O risen Lord, with great anticipation I long for my home 
in heaven. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.”18

¨  Day #6-Saturday, October 3rd.  Read: Psalm 14. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
Once again, we use the “Daily Order of Prayer” found in Luther’s Small Catechism.19  Read and mediate on Psalm 14 
and:

“[M]ake the sign of the Holy Cross and say:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer:  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, As it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  
(Depending on the time of day, pray the prayers below):

(Morning) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Afternoon/Evening) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Questions of This Week’s Text: 
What does this text teach me about God? 
What does this text teach me about myself? 
What does this text lead me to do?

16  Carson. The Gospel According to John.
17  Walvoord, et al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
18  Lutheran Study Bible.
19  Martin Luther. “Luther’s Small Catechism.” Taken from, The Lutheran Study Bible. (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).


