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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Renewed.” 
(Pentecost 2021)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “Renewed Purpose” Mark 9.38-50.
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Self-Control (Receiving God’s power through Christ, I strive to control myself, 
my reactions, my decisions, and my actions).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, September 27th. Read: Mark 9.38-41.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you Hear 
and/or See?
As we have seen (and will see) throughout the Gospel narratives, the disciples are truly a “work in progress” (just like us!).  
In our text for this week, one of the twelve, John, tells Jesus that someone, not one of the disciples, were casting out demons 
in Jesus’ name. While Jesus will instruct John and the rest of the disciples about what serving in Jesus’ name means, John’s…

…complaint is significant, for it reveals an awareness that only the Twelve had been commissioned by Jesus and 
were authorized to act in his name, i.e. as his representatives and with his power. The irony of John’s disclosure, at 
this point in the narrative, is that in Ch. 9:14–18 the disciples themselves had been powerless in a situation involving 
demonic resistance to exorcism. The action of the Twelve toward a stranger who was effective in exercising 
Jesus’ power only points to their own ineptness and lack of understanding…The Twelve had an unduly narrow 
perspective toward the work of God.1

Jesus’ insistence that this man should not be stopped, reveals that any work that is sincerely done for Jesus and the Kingdom 
(“in my name”), should be seen as partners in Jesus’ salvific mission. This event, according to J.A. Brooks, should be a…

…lesson for the church today…that tolerance, acceptance, and recognition should be extended to other denominations 
and to persons of other theological persuasions. Sadly, few individual Christians and Christian groups throughout the 
history of the church have followed this teaching of Jesus. Exclusiveness rather than inclusiveness has been the rule. 
The saying in v. 40 seems to contradict the one in Matt 12:30 (cf. Luke 11:23). In the latter case, however, the allusion 
is to those who unquestionably opposed Jesus. Here it is to one who was in basic sympathy with Jesus and his work.2

As Jesus often does, He gives an example of what someone will do who has a servant-heart, and is willing to extend love and 
compassion even in small ways—like offering a cup of water. 
 

The “cup of water” may be taken literally because water was precious in a semiarid climate, or it may be viewed as 
symbolic of any kind of hospitality. The word “you” refers to any disciple of Jesus who is engaged in any kind of 
ministry or who is in any kind of need…The word “Christ” (without any article in Greek) is used as a proper name, 
as is common in the Pauline Letters but rare in the Gospels and Acts. This verse and 10:21, 30 are the only references 
to reward in Mark. He did not look upon it as a major motive for discipleship.3

Consider/Reflect: “Jesus opens the disciples’ eyes to see those who do God’s work in dramatic or simple ways. The work 
of God goes far beyond us. He shows His power and kindness through great life-changing miracles and simple cups of 
water. [Pray]: Lord, thank You for Your work through the lives of others. Lead me to welcome those miracles and mercies 
that You show through every one of Your people. Amen.”4

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, September 28th. Read:  Mark 9.42-43.  —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Jesus now begins a series of warnings for those who would seek to stop His Kingdom mission and turn away those who would 
seek to follow Jesus.

1  W.L. Lane. The Gospel of Mark (Grand Rapids, Michigan William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1974).
2  J.A. Brooks. Mark (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991).
3  Ibid.
4  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 



2

 
This verse (v.42) concludes the thought in verses 35–41 and sets the stage for verses 43–50. Jesus sternly warned 
anyone who would deliberately turn somebody away from believing in Him. The punishment for such an offense was 
so severe that it would be better for him to be drowned in the sea before he could cause one of these little ones who 
believe in Jesus (i.e., lowly disciples, including children, who are immature in faith; cf. vv. 37, 41) to sin.5

The Greek verb translated as “cause to sin,” is skandalisē,” from where we get the word “scandalized” from.  “It refers to 
enticing or provoking a disciple to turn away from Jesus, resulting in serious spiritual damage.”6 The warnings that Jesus gives 
is prefaced by a very vivid image of ultimate consequences—being drowned by a huge millstone!. 

The large millstone (mylos onikos, lit., “donkey millstone”) was a heavy, flat stone turned by a donkey when it was 
grinding grain; this differed from the small hand mill (mylos) used by women (Matt. 24:41). Punishment by drowning 
someone this way was no doubt familiar to Jesus’ disciples.7 

Jesus uses hyperbolic language here to underscore the great importance of the point that he is making. Similar hyperbole 
is employed in vv. 43–47. The image of the millstone as an instrument of judgment or punishment is found in biblical 
literature (in Judg. 9:53 a woman crushes the head of Abimelech with a millstone; in Rev. 18:21 the city of Babylon [i.e., 
Rome] is cast into the sea like a millstone) and in later Jewish tradition (in b. Qid. 29b a millstone around one’s neck is 
employed as a metaphor of the difficulty in trying to study Torah while supporting a family). Millstones came in different 
sizes. Some were so large they had to be operated by animal-power and when chipped or worn could be used as anchors.8

Jesus again uses a vivid, hyperbolic example of the radical nature of avoiding sin and temptation: cutting off the hand. Again, 
J.A. Brooks comments on this provocative style of teaching employed by Jesus:

Whereas v. 42 deals with causing someone else to sin, vv. 43–48 are concerned with permitting oneself to sin. These 
verses contain metaphors that must not be taken literally…Neither must they be ignored. Jesus used the most startling 
metaphors possible to show that the possession of spiritual life is worth the most costly sacrifice. Whatever endangers 
spiritual life must be totally removed even as a surgeon amputates a limb that endangers the life of the rest of the 
body.9

In v.43, the word used for hell is gehenna, a transliteration of two Hebrew words meaning “valley of Hinnom.” “The reference 
is to the deep valley on the south and west side of Jerusalem. In pre-Israelite times it was the site of child sacrifice to Molech… 
During intertestamental times it became the garbage and sewage dump of Jerusalem and a symbol of the place of punishment 
(1 Enoch 27:2; 4 Ezra 7:36) because worms and fires were always consuming the refuse (v. 48).10

Consider/Reflect: What needs to be “cut-off” from your life that is interfering with your relationship with Jesus? Pray about 
this today. 

¨ Day #3--Wednesday, September 29th. Read: Mark 9.45. –Explore:  The background to this text(s).  
In many Bible translations, vs. 44 and 46 are omitted, with a text note explaining that in the manuscripts where they are 
included, they are a repetition of v.48. J.R. Edwards explains:

The textual confusion in vv. 44 and 46 is apparently owing to a later scribe having inserted v. 48, which is a quotation 
from Isa 66:24, after vv. 43 and 45 in order to achieve three parallel strophes. The most reliable Greek manuscripts of 
Mark, however, retain the Isaiah quotation only at v. 4811

Again, Jesus stresses the seriousness of removing anything that causes the believer to sin, which results in separating themselves 
from Jesus and following Jesus. If the “hand” can be thought of as symbolic for what one does; for example, grasping at control 
or materialism. The “foot” is what takes us into the places where we should not walk—attitudes and literal places where we 
should not be! 

The kingdom of God is a serious matter; that is why to put a spiritual stumbling-block in someone’s way will be 
5  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
6  Ibid.
7  Ibid.
8  C. A. Evans and C. A. Bubeck, Eds, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary (Colorado Springs, Colorado: David C Cook, 2004).
9  Brooks. Mark.
10  Ibid.
11  J.R. Edwards. The Gospel According to Mark (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans, 2002).
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punished so severely (42). Indeed, the value of the kingdom of God is so great that no sacrifice is too great to make for 
it. Hand, foot, and eye stand for the most precious of human possessions, yet better lose them than the kingdom of 
God. Of course, this is meant metaphorically not literally, as some early fathers took it and as some fundamentalist 
non-Christian religions still understand it.12

When it comes to giving advice, Jesus offers no platitudes. His teaching smacks of a grim realism that his disciples 
must take to heart. Following him is not easy…Rather than causing the little ones to stumble, the disciples must 
help them stand and grow in faith. The matter is so important to Jesus that he describes the dire consequences in 
shocking hyperbole: better to drown oneself in the sea than to offend a little one; better to cut off a hand or foot, 
or even pluck out an eye, than to risk throwing oneself into hell over some temptation or self-induced cause of 
stumbling.13

Consider/Reflect: “How, then, does Jesus instruct His followers to live as disciples? They, and we, are to live a life of 
prayer and of servanthood. We are to live with our fellow believers in a nonjudgmental way, a way that promotes harmony 
by personally rejecting temptations to sin, and being careful not to cause brothers and sisters to sin either.”14

¨  Day #4--Thursday, September 30th. Read: Mark 9.47-48. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
Jesus’ final, hyperbolic warning against sin and temptation involves the “eye.’” Again, it matters what we look at, observe, 
and take into our hearts! Again, it must be noticed that Jesus continues to warn against hell itself! More than anyone in the 
New Testament, Jesus acknowledged, described, and warned against the reality of hell and eternal separation from God! As 
discussed on Tuesday, the Greek word translated hell is gehenna. J.R. Edwards reminds us of what would have been in the 
minds of Jesus’ original hearers, as He describes the horrors of hell:

…Gehenna…[describes]…the Hinnom Valley, the steep ravine to the southwest of Jerusalem (Josh 15:8) where human 
sacrifice had been practiced under Ahaz and Manasseh (2 Kgs 16:3; 21:6)…The detestable practice of human sacrifice 
was later excoriated by Jeremiah (Jer 7:31; 32:35) and abolished by King Josiah (2 Kgs 23:10), who desecrated the 
Hinnom Valley by making it a garbage dump. “To go into hell, where the fire never goes out, ” became a symbol of 
divine wrath and punishment in subsequent Judaism and Christianity, or of the darkness, pain, and torment resulting 
from it.15

Adding to this already grim reality of hell, Jesus adds an image of hell, taken from Isaiah 66:24: “And they shall go forth 
and look on the dead bodies of the men that have rebelled against me; for their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be 
quenched...” As Craig Evans comments:

It is interesting to observe that the context of Isa 66:24 concerns “men that have rebelled against” God. If Jesus has the 
whole of the verse in mind, this would imply that he viewed causing the faithful to stumble tantamount to rebellion 
against God. Thus, the need to guard against causing offense becomes all the more serious and explains why Jesus 
employed such graphic hyperbole as amputating hands and feet and gouging out eyes. The part of Isa 66:24 that is 
actually quoted suggests that Gehenna is a place of endless destruction; there is no hope of relief .16

J.R. Edwards summarizes these hyperbolic, vivid, and very honest warnings from Jesus:

The fact that a saying is not meant to be taken literally is not to diminish or discount its importance, however. If 
anything, the hyperbole enhances the teaching that God is more important than even those things most indispensable 
to us. It attests to the uncompromising offense of the gospel and of the authority of Jesus, that nothing—not even 
things we value supremely like eyes, hands, and feet—should stand in the way of eternal life… The metaphors of eyes, 
hands, and feet are all-inclusive of what we view, what we do, where we go.17

Consider/Reflect: “Nothing is more important than retaining the faith unto eternal life. Let nothing come between you 
and the Savior. Though He tests us with fire, He does not consume His own people. Rejoice, for God graciously gives us 
the faith in which He preserves us to eternity. [Pray]: Lord, give us the lasting faith that can persevere through every trial. 
Empty our hands of anything that competes with You, and let us hold firmly to You eternally. Amen.”18

12  D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994).
13  C.A. Evans. Word Biblical Commentary: Mark (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2001).
14  L.O. Richards. The Teacher’s Commentary Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1987).
15  Edwards. The Gospel According to Mark.
16  Evans. Word Biblical Commentary: Mark.
17  Edwards. The Gospel According to Mark. 
18  Lutheran Study Bible.
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¨  Day #5—Friday, October 1st. Read: Mark 9.49-50. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
This text ends with what many commentators note is one of the more difficult passages in Mark. According to W.W. 
Wessel:

Over a dozen different interpretations are found in the commentaries. Of these, two commend themselves...One 
interpretation sees in the sacrificial salt a symbol of the covenant relationship the children of Israel had with God. 
For every disciple of Jesus, the salt of the covenant is the Divine Fire (cf. Matt 3:11), “which purifies, preserves 
and consummates sacrifice—…The fire is the Holy Spirit. Another interpretation sees in the fire the trials and 
persecutions of the disciples of Jesus. The previous verses relate to the dedication of the various members of the 
body (hand, foot, eye) to God. These must be sacrificed, if need be, to enter into the kingdom of God…Every true 
disciple is to be a total sacrifice to God (cf. Rom 12:1); and as salt always accompanied the temple sacrifices, so fire—
i.e., persecution, trials, and suffering—will accompany the true disciple’s sacrifices (cf. 1 Peter 1:7; 4:12). This saying, 
which is preserved only by Mark, must have had special meaning for the persecuted Roman church19

Jesus ends His teaching with a similar reminder and encouragement that He taught during the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5-7): The church is to be the salt of the earth. And, like salt, preserving, enhancing, and purifying all of life! 

Consider/Reflect: (Commenting on v.50): “Salt is used for purification in 2 Kings 2:19–23, and its mixture with incense is 
called “pure and holy” in Exod. 30:35. In Col. 4:6 salt is linked to gracious conduct: “Let your speech always be with grace, 
seasoned, as it were, with salt…This meaning seems to stand closest to our verse, in view of the last part: and be at peace with 
one another. In rabbinic tradition salt represents wisdom: “the wisdom of the scribes will become insipid,” that is, it will lose 
its saltiness (m. Sota 9:15). There really is no need to choose between these options, for salt may symbolize several of these 
attributes. Jesus wishes his disciples to have salt in themselves (i.e., to be wise, pure, gracious) and therefore to be at peace with 
one another.”20

¨  Day #6-Saturday, October 2nd: Read: Psalm 63.1-8. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
Today we use the “Daily Order of Prayer” from Luther’s Small Catechism.  Read and mediate on Psalm 63.1-8 and:

“[M]ake the sign of the Holy Cross and say:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer:  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, As it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.  

(Depending on the time of day, pray the prayers below):

(Morning) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Afternoon/Evening) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

19  W.W. Wessel. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Marky, F. E. Gaebelein Ed (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984).
20  C. A. Evans and C. A. Bubeck, Eds, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary (Colorado Springs, Colorado: David C Cook, 2004).


