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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “The 7: The Gospel of John”
(Pentecost 2020)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “Healing of the Lame Man.”  Text(s):  John 5.1-18
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Hope (I can engage and endure the struggles and challenges in my life because of 
the person, promises, and power of Jesus Christ).
________________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, July 6th.  Read:  John 5.1.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you Hear and/or See?
In John 5, we arrive at the third “sign/miracle” of Jesus. Again, as a “sign,” all of Jesus’ miracles would point beyond 
themselves to reveal a deeper truth and reality. Interestingly (at least I think so J) the feast mentioned in v.1 is unnamed 
and there is debate about what Jewish festival this could be. Many commentators suggest it is the Passover, which 
accounts for Jesus being in Jerusalem at this time. As E.A. Blum notes, “Jesus attended three other Passovers (2:23; 6:4; 
11:55). John probably intended only to give a reason why Jesus was in Jerusalem.”1 G.L. Borchert adds that:

Because some scholars have failed to perceive this role of Sabbath, they have sought for a specific identification 
of the feast in 5:1 as Pentecost, Trumpets, Tabernacles, and others. Although the focus of the discussion that 
follows in John is clearly on Sabbath, it is intriguing to note how the evangelist drew the concepts of Sabbath 
and Passover together when he referred to “the great day of the Sabbath” in connection with Passover at 19:31. 
The problem with searching for a name for the unnamed feast is that it involves filling in what is perceived to be 
a chronological gap in John, failing to realize the theological nature of these festival statements and the cyclical 
pattern that focuses these chapters on Passover.2

As we begin chapter 5, what we are going to witness is that “John is no longer comparing Jesus with institutions of 
Jewish piety and history (chs. 2–4) but with some of the major festivals of Judaism.”3 Below is a table, outlining the 
various feasts and festivals described in John’s Gospel: 

Passover (3 different years) John 2:13, 23; 6:4; 11:55; 12:1; 13:1; 18:28, 39; 19:14

“Feast of the Jews” (?) John 5:1

Tabernacles John 7:2

Dedication (Hanukkah) John 10:224

Consider/Reflect: Is there a healing you need in your life?  As you explore this story and Jesus’ healing power, pray 
about this throughout the week. 

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, July 7th. Read:  John 5.2-3 (4). –Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to other Passages. 
John now describes the location where Jesus and His disciples were walking as they made their way into the city of 
Jerusalem. The walls surrounding the city had various entrances, or gates, that led into the city proper. The Sheep 
Gate was small entrance to the city, located in the northeast segment of the wall near the Temple. Below is a graphic, 
that gives us a sense of where this gate was: 

1  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
2  G.L. Borchert. The American Commentary: John (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996).
3  Gary Burge. The NIV Application Commentary: John (Zondervan Academic. Kindle Edition).
4  Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, Washington: Lexham Press, 2016).
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John notes as well the Aramaic name of the gate, Bethesda. As the Lutheran Study Bible describes, the Sheep Gate was a:
Small opening within the north wall of the temple, where the sheep were washed in the pool before entering the 
sanctuary… [The name] …Bethesda…[means]… “House of grace” or “house of mercy,” signaling the miracle that 
Jesus was about to perform…[The]…colonnades…[were]…Four sets of columns…[that]…enclosed two separate 
pools, and a fifth set stood between the pools. These five sets of columns were capped to form porches for the 
people who gathered by the pools.6

As John describes, many sick and infirmed people would gather in this area, hoping for healing and likely begging for 
money and food. Here we come to an “issue” in the text. In many Bibles (the ESV for example), vs 3b-4 are omitted, 
providing a text note that reads, “for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred the water: 
whoever stepped in first after the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had.7  The reason these verses are 
omitted in most translations is that they are not found in earlier manuscripts.  Commenting on the sick and infirmed at 
the pool of Bethesda, as well as the omitted verses, L. Morris suggests:

The true text says nothing about why they came, but a very ancient explanation has somehow crept into the 
text (vv. 3b–4). The manuscript evidence makes it certain that this is no part of the original Gospel. But there 
is no reason for doubting that it explains the presence of the people (cf. v. 7). They thought that a periodic 
disturbance of the waters was due to an angel and that the first to enter the pool after such a disturbance would 
be healed. Accordingly, they lay there, each hoping to be the speedy one and thus to receive healing. The 
disturbance may have been caused by the intermittent bubbling up of a natural spring.8

Consider/Reflect: In what ways do people today try to be healed without Jesus?

5  Walvoord, et al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
6  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
7  The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Bibles, 2016).
8  L. Morris. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1995).
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¨ Day #3--Wednesday, July 8th Read: John 5.5-6. —Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to other Passages.
Jesus encounters a man who had been unable to walk for thirty-eight years. Jesus’ question is an interesting one. Some 
interpreters have taken the question to mean that, since the man had been there so long, did he really want to be healed? 
The implication being that a person must acknowledge their need for healing and Jesus. This is possible. At the same 
time, Jesus would often ask questions as a way to get someone’s attention and to reflect that what Jesus has come to offer, 
is available now! This is D.A. Carson’s point when he writes:

Jesus’ question, ‘Do you want to get well?’, is often given a ‘psychologizing’ interpretation: Jesus is establishing 
that the first step toward wholeness is always deep desire for it (e.g. Barclay). But John does not develop the 
narrative in that direction…Jesus’ question is best taken as one of the elliptical offers he is constantly making in 
this Gospel (e.g. 4:10; 6:32, 33).9

How Jesus knew that this man had been there for so long is debated. Some scholars believe this points to Jesus’ 
supernatural knowledge. Others believe that the Greek word for “knew” better reflects the understanding that Jesus 
asked others about this man particularly. Either way, this man is personally picked out by Jesus from among the many 
who were around the pool and sick.  And, this reveals that, as with all of Jesus’ signs/miracles, Jesus takes the initiative!

Consider/Reflect: “When Jesus went to Jerusalem, he did not spend his time in elite hostels; nor did he concentrate 
his ministry merely in the temple or give attention to the rich and famous who could help him politically and 
financially with his ministry. He concentrated on people in need, which for the elite of society was part of his 
problem…Most “proper” people probably avoided places where they had to pass among the sick and suffering both 
because it was an uncomfortable setting and because of the potential for violation of ritual purity rules”10

¨  Day #4--Thursday, July 9th Read: John 5.7-9. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
The man’s answer to Jesus, that he has no one to put him in the water when it is “stirred,” reflected a popular Greek, 
cultic belief that angels stirred the water in a pool, and the first one to touch the water would be healed. As this man 
will discover, true healing comes not from superstitious belief, but rather from the power of God alone!  Jesu literally 
commands the man to stand up!  As will be seen by Jesus’ seventh and final “sign,” the raising of Lazarus, Jesus’ words 
carry the very power to accomplish the command!  Again, Carson is helpful here:

Jesus’ powerful word heals the man: Get up! (egeire) anticipates the powerful voice of the Son of God on the last 
day (vv. 28–29), even as it exemplifies that powerful voice now (v. 25). Jesus’ word also instructs the man: Pick up 
your mat and walk. The ‘mat’, normally made of straw, was light enough to be rolled up and easily carried on the 
shoulder of a well person. Jesus’ command is nicely paralleled by Mark 2:11, though many other features of the 
two narratives differ. Probably the command was particularly suited to healed paralytics: the healed individual 
was not staggering off in ambiguous health, but leaving with the bodily strength necessary to carry his mat!11

Another common feature of Jesus’ signs is their relationship to the obedience of the one receiving the “sign.” Upon Jesus’ 
directive, the attendants poured water into the stone jars in Cana, receiving the best wine; the Official went home to 
Capernaum to find an alive child; the man stood up and walked!  “This illustrates conversion. When people obey His 
command to believe, God works in and through His Word.”12

Consider/Reflect: “Jesus’ offer of new life comes to men and women who have often been in bondage to paralyzing 
defeat for untold years. For many of us, an invitation to take a fresh start would be heard with doubts and fear. To 
understand the grace Jesus unveils and see why it is safe to accept His offer, we need to see more clearly the life that 
Jesus holds out to us.”13

¨  Day #5—Friday, July 10th. Read: John 5.10-13. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
As was briefly discussed on Monday, the significance of this sign is also related to the day it was given: The Sabbath!  
Jesus healed this man on the Sabbath; an action that angered the religious leaders of Jesus’ day as they interpreted the 
man’s carrying his mat as a violation of the Sabbath law against carrying burdens from one place to another. Rather 
than praising God for this man’s healing, they question the man about who it was that healed him.  
9  D.A. Carson. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991).
10  Borchert. The American Commentary: John.
11  Carson. The Gospel According to John. 
12  Walvoord, et al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
13  L.O. Richards. The Teacher’s Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1987).
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At this point it may be helpful to understand another unique, theological characteristic in John: his designation of the 
religious leaders as “The Jews.”  It may sound somewhat “harsh” to us, especially in our politically-correct culture. 
However, John’s point is to distinguish between the average Jewish man or woman, and the religious establishment.  

The term “the Jews,” when used by the evangelist, defines Jesus’ religious opponents in the Gospel (cf. also 1:19 
concerning the Baptizer). The term is not used merely as a racial designation because the man here was also a Jew. 
The Jews in this story were not interested in the well-being of people but merely in their rules and traditions. 
They serve the author’s literary art as symbols or flat literary figures representing a certain perspective (namely 
rigid, doctrinaire, non-caring, religious leaders).14 

Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath was often a point of contention among the religious leaders. So much so that it became part 
of the rationale for wanting to kill Jesus. Why did Jesus heal on the Sabbath?

The reasons reported by the Synoptics for justifying Jesus’ apparently lenient approach to the Sabbath include 
the argument that because Jesus and his followers constitute a messianic and Davidic community, the promised 
new age has dawned in which the Sabbath and other laws and institutions have been reinterpreted and fulfilled; 
that Jesus’ presence means that something more than the temple has arrived… Only here does the issue quickly 
develop into the relation between Jesus and his Father, in particular Jesus’ right to work on the Sabbath if his 
Father does (5:17ff.). 15

Consider/Reflect: “God’s supernatural power was evident in the man’s instantaneous cure. He picked up his mat and 
walked. Muscles long atrophied were completely restored. Isaiah prophesied that in the days of the Messiah the lame 
would “leap like a deer” (Isa. 35:1–7). Here in Jerusalem was a public sign that the Messiah had come.”16

¨  Day #6-Saturday, July 11th.  Read: John 5.14-18. Meditate and Pray:  Embrace—God and His guiding you 
through His Word.
Whether Jesus was looking for the healed man or simply encountered him in the Temple we do not know for sure. 
I tend to think Jesus was looking for him due to the dialogue Jesus has with this man. What we see in this brief 
exchange is both the grace and truth that Jesus gives and that Jesus is (John 1.14)! 

Jesus first drew attention to the cure. “You are well again” employs the perfect of the verb, indicating that 
the cure was permanent… “Stop sinning” implies that the man has sinned and continues in his sin. Jesus 
enjoins him to break with it and be reconciled to God. In a later passage (9:1ff.) Jesus repudiates the idea that 
disasters like blindness are inevitably caused by sin. But he does not say that they are never caused by sin. In 
this present verse he seems to imply that the man’s sin had brought about his infirmity. Sinning again may 
bring a worse fate. Jesus may mean a worse physical fate, but it is more likely that he is referring to the eternal 
consequences of sin. They are indeed “something worse” than any physical handicap.17

Even as the man received the grace of healing and the truth of the need to leave a life of sin, the man does not seem to 
be as grateful as one would hope. As soon as he found out that it was Jesus who healed him, he informed the religious 
authorities. Yet, even in his answer to the religious leaders, we can see an acknowledgement of Jesus’ authority and 
power.  “The Jews asked the man who it was who told him to take up his mat (v. 12). He answers that it was Jesus 
who made him well. They emphasize the offense, he the healing.”18

Consider/Reflect: “After Jesus heals an invalid, Jewish leaders accuse Him of breaking Sabbath law and begin 
to persecute Him. Legalistic rigidity can also keep us from showing mercy to those in need. The Lord calls us to 
repentance, sincere faith, and compassionate service. Jesus cares deeply for us, helping us in our physical and spiritual 
needs. [Pray]: O Lover of my soul, help me to extend Your mercy to others. Amen.”19

14  Borchert. The American Commentary: John.
15  Carson. The Gospel According to John. 
16  Walvoord, et al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
17  Morris. The Gospel According to John.
18  Ibid.
19  Lutheran Study Bible.


