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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Upside Down Living.” 
(Pentecost 2022)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “On a Mission.”
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Faithfulness (Trusting in God’s faithfulness, I seek to honor God in words and 
deeds, particularly through establishing relationships where I can be relied upon).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, July 4th. Read: Acts 2.42-47.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life— What do you Hear 
and/or See?
Today is Independence Day, the birthday of our Country!  Today, thank God for our freedom and for those who 
fought, and fight, for that freedom. After Pentecost, the early church expanded beyond the border of Palestine, into 
Rome, and eventually into the rest of Europe. One day, a group of English Pilgrims, seeking religious freedom, will 
land on Plymouth Rock, and begin the great “American Experiment.”  Because of this, we are free to Worship and 
gather together as disciples of Jesus.  

In Acts 2.42-47, we read how the church grew and impacted the world—it is still the same today!  A church that gathers 
around Word and Sacrament to be equipped to serve Jesus and others will be a faithful church! Today, give yourself a 
little quiz; be honest with yourself and where you are in these areas.  

*WE STUDY THE BIBLE TOGETHER.  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching…”
Am I studying the Bible, God’s Word, individually and/or with a group of fellow-believers?  

*WE ENJOY FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER.  “They devoted themselves…to the fellowship”  “They ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts” 
Am I in fellowship and enjoying others?  .

*WE SHARE COMMUNION TOGETHER.  “They devoted themselves… to the breaking of bread”  
Am I receiving Holy Communion regularly (weekly) through my church?    

*WE PRAY FOR EACH OTHER.  “They devoted themselves…to prayer” 
Am I praying for others and my needs?   

*WE SERVE OTHERS.  “And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 
as any had need…”
Am I giving to and serving through my church?

Consider/Reflect:  How did you do? What needs to change for you to continue healthy “habits” as a member of 
God’s family? Pray about this today.

¨ Day #2—Tuesday, July 5th. Read: Luke 10.1-2. —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Last week, we examined the text that Jesus used to “tune up” His disciples, preparing them for the mission that Luke 
describes in this chapter. Luke tells us that Jesus appointed 72 of His followers and sent them on a mission into the 
surrounding cities and villages. (Note, some manuscripts give the number as 70). Some commentators suggest that Jesus 
in sending out 72 (70) may reflect/symbolize the number of Gentile nations around Israel. What is clear is that Jesus is 
widening the scope of His mission beyond the 12 Apostles (as will be the case for the early and contemporary church).

Sending these missionaries “two-by two,” reflects the ancient practice of assuring mutual support for the other, as 
well as a Biblical/theological reason that two witnesses were required “to bring the condemnation we read of in Luke 
10:11–15. (Deut 19:15; Num 35:30).”1 Luke notes that Jesus sends the 72 ahead of Him, and that He would follow them 
accordingly. As R.H. Stein describes:

1  R. H. Stein. Luke (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992).
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After the death of John the Baptist, the Twelve (Luke 9:52) and the seventy(-two) (10:1) took up the task of 
preparing the way for the Lord….The seventy(-two) were to go before Jesus and prepare the way. That Luke 
wanted his readers to think that Jesus was to visit thirty-six separate towns on the way to Jerusalem is unlikely. 
To do so would have entailed a most circuitous route. It probably is better to understand this as preparing these 
villages for Jesus’ spiritual coming after the resurrection. Luke 10:16 gives support to such an interpretation (cf. 
Matt 10:40–42).2

The description of a “harvest” in Scripture, is often used to image the final day of judgement (Eschatological Judgment). 
Jesus, however, seems to be describing something different. As J. Nolland suggests, Jesus’ use of the word harvest…:

…here is not exactly an image of (eschatological) judgment as in Mic 4:11–13; Isa 63:1–6; Jer 25:30–31; Joel 3:13, 
nor is it straightforwardly an image of the eschatological gathering of Israel as in Isa 27:12–13. It is, however, from 
this background (where the saving of God’s people is always also involved)…The harvest is the culmination of 
the whole history of God’s dealings with Israel…The imagery differs from the OT background in giving such a 
prominent mediating role to harvest workers…The harvest imagery carries a sense of urgency: harvest will not 
await the pleasure of the harvesters…The harvesters are simply laborers and have no owner’s stake in the harvest…
All depends finally on the initiative of the farm owner, who must take responsibility for orchestrating the harvest.3

Then, and now, God uses His people (the church—you and I) to carry out His mission of saving and healing this world! 
What an incredible privilege and challenge!

Consider/Reflect: This week, pray that Red Hill, and all churches, continue to develop and deploy faithful workers in 
to our community and the world!

¨ Day #3—Wednesday, July 6th. Read: Luke 10.3-6. –Explore:  The background to this text(s).  
The 72 were to be supported by those who welcomed and accepted their mission. Jesus’ language in v.3 reflects the 
reality of danger and the likely possibility of active and/or subjective rejection—just as we saw with the Samaritans in 
Luke 9.

Realizing the existing spiritual need, and with prayerful hearts, the disciples have to set out to accomplish their 
task. However, many dangers will threaten them there, so the Savior warns them to be careful—they must 
know that they will be like defenseless lambs among wolves. God alone will be able to protect them.4

Depending on the hospitality of the people, the 72 are not to take various provisions. As we would say today: “Pack 
light.” The reason is because the time is too limited and too urgent to be weighed down with supplies, as well aa 
the time it would take to gather them!  “They have to go just as they are, and God will provide for their needs….
They must make haste to the places to which they have been sent and must see that nothing hinders the faithful and 
immediate accomplishment of their task.”5

Similarly, Jesus’ directions to “greet no one on the road” is not to be understood as commending rudeness or 
discourteousness. Rather, typical, near eastern greetings were often long and consumed much time. Again, the 
“urgency of the mission did not permit such lengthy niceties. On the other hand, the greeting found in the next verse 
was part of the mission.”6 To announce “peace” on a people/home was a typical, Biblical greeting. As Geldenhuys 
describes:   

When they enter a house, they must salute its inhabitants with the customary oriental salutation: “Peace be 
to you”. But, coupled with the preaching of the Gospel of the kingdom which they bring there (verse 9), the 
salutation will bear a far deeper significance. In it there will be offered to the people the peace and salvation 
which Jesus, the Messiah and Prince of Peace, is bringing. He who accepts this in faith will receive and enjoy 
this peace and salvation for himself—the salutation of peace will rest upon him and bear rich fruit in his life. 
But when the recipients of this salutation do not accept it in faith, it will be of no use to them and will bear 
them no blessing.7

2  Ibid.
3  J. Nolland. Word Biblical Commentary: Luke (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1993).
4  N. Geldenhuys. Commentary on the Gospel of Luke: The English Text with Introduction, Exposition and Notes (William. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1952).
5  Ibid. 
6  Stein. Luke.
7  Geldenhuys. Commentary on the Gospel of Luke.
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Consider/Reflect: “The offer of peace here is more than a greeting. It suggests spiritual wholeness and so represents 
the offer of the kingdom of God…A “man of peace” (lit., “son of peace”) is one whose heart is ready to welcome the 
kingdom.8 

¨  Day #4--Thursday, July 7th. Read:  Luke 10.7-12. —Explore: The background to this text(s).
Similar to Jesus’ 12 disciples, these 72 others are to receive, and deserve, the hospitality of the people they serve. In 
turn, the 72 are to be gracious and grateful recipients of the people’s hospitality. The issue of food was a common 
challenge for early Christian believers. As Jews, there was still the question of the Jewish Law and prohibition of 
eating certain foods, and certain foods were prohibited because they were part of pagan, sacrificial rituals. What is 
Jesus’ point in this text? R.H. Stein notes:  

The issue for the seventy(-two) was not whether the food had been offered to idols (1 Cor 10:25–31) 
or whether it was clean or unclean (Rom 14:13–23). It involved rather the quality of the food (steak or 
hamburger), for Samaritans kept the same food laws as Jews. For Luke and his readers, however, this saying 
might very well have had implications for these other areas. Table fellowship had great symbolic significance 
in the first century, for such fellowship signified acceptance into God’s people (cf. Acts 11:3; Gal 2:12).9

The mission of these followers of Jesus, just as for the church today, involves healing and the proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God. It is important to understand that these are not separate missions—they belong together! Stein notes 
that in Luke 9.2, Jesus sent His 12 disciples out on a mission to “proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” However, in 
this text, “the order is reversed. Luke may have placed healing first because such healings are to be understood as signs 
that God’s kingdom has come (cf. 11:20).”10 

In Jesus’ presence among the people, the Kingdom has come; now there is a decision to be made. And, Jesus could 
not be more clear about the urgency and consequences of responding to the Kingdom proclamation! If the Kingdom of 
God is received, there is cause for great joy—even in heaven! (See Luke 15.7). Conversely, if there is rejection of the 
Kingdom (Jesus), then the missionaries are to wipe off the dust of that town as “a formal act of separation, leaving the 
town to the judgment it deserves for rejecting the gospel (see the judgment pronounced against Korazin, Bethsaida, and 
Capernaum in 10:13–15; cf. Acts 18:6). In rabbinic traditions, the action indicated that the place was heathen and had 
no status among God’s people.”11

The presence of the kingdom of God is not only a subjective reality, and it is not exclusively tied to the 
healings that signal its presence. For those who reject the message and the messengers it is still true that the 
kingdom of God has made its approach….The judgment upon Sodom in history was expected to be paralleled 
by its fate in the final judgment. The saying is not designed to hold out hope for Sodom but rather to 
suggest that the present situation created by the coming of Jesus means that what is involved in rejecting his 
messengers is much more serious again than had been the wickedness of Sodom.12

Consider/Reflect: “Having previously sent out the Twelve (9:1–6), Jesus expands the breadth of His Gospel outreach 
by sending out 72 more workers. Then and now, many people who hear of Jesus’ kingdom end up rejecting it. Much 
as we hate to admit it, we, too, have responded indifferently and, at times, have rejected God’s will for our lives. 
How heartening to know that Jesus continues to reach out with compassion through the Gospel ministry He has 
established. [Pray]: Lord, even as You have called me to faith and hope in the Gospel, keep me steadfast in the same. 
Amen.”13

¨  Day #5—Friday, July 8th. Read: Luke 10.13-16. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
Jesus now goes on to pronounce “woes” to the cities that would not receive Him (the Kingdom of God) and repent. 
W.L. Liefeld describes the significance of these cities Jesus cites:

The probable site of Korazin along with that of Bethsaida is near Capernaum, at the north end of the Sea of 
Galilee, where Jesus concentrated his ministry. The comparison with the pagan Phoenician towns of Tyre and 
Sidon suggests utter rebellion against the Lord. Those ancient towns suffered drastic judgment for their proud 
opposition to God and his people (Isa 23:1–18; Jer 25:22; 47:4; Ezek 26:1–28:23; Joel 3:4–8; Amos 1:9–10).14

8  C.E. Arnold. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Zondervan, 2002).
9  Stein. Luke 
10  Ibid. 
11  Arnold. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary.
12  Nolland. Word Biblical Commentary.
13  The Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
14  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Marky, F. E. Gaebelein Ed (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984).
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Jesus’ reference to repentance done with “sackcloth and ashes,” reflects the Jewish (and later Christian) practice of 
mourning and sorrow, which could be used to express repentance/sorrow for sin. “‘Sackcloth” was a coarse, black 
material worn as a sign of mourning or repentance…Ashes could also symbolize repentance or contrition (e.g., Job 
42:6). “Sitting” (or lying) on these was one custom; another was wearing the sackcloth and putting ashes on the 
head.”15

In v.16, Jesus confers on these disciples a status as His and God’s messengers! As such, they possess the full 
authorization of the one they represent! In first-century culture, such status came with great authority. “As the 
treatment which an ambassador receives is understood and regarded as expressing the light in which he that sends him 
is viewed, so, says our Lord here, ‘Your authority is Mine, as Mine is My Father’s.’”16 As followers of Jesus, we receive 
the same status as the 12 and 72 disciples. When we share our faith, or discuss matters of Christian faith, through the 
Holy Spirit, we have the authority of Jesus and our Heavenly Father! You belong to Him! Jesus, belongs to you!

Consider/Reflect: “As Jesus sends out the Seventy-two, He warns that whoever rejects Him will be in danger of 
eternal condemnation. Such warnings continue in force today and apply especially to those who have heard the 
Gospel frequently. However, the fact that our familiarity with God sometimes breeds contempt does not mean that 
He acts likewise. He is faithful and just and forgives all who repent. [Pray]: Give me a grateful heart, O Lord, ever 
ready to serve You and Your people. Amen.”17

¨  Day #6-Saturday July 9th. Read: Luke 10.17-20. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
The joyful disciples return, having experienced personally, the power of the Kingdom of God!  They have cast our 
demons in the name of Jesus! In antiquity, a person’s name represented their character, their identity—who they truly 
were! Jesus’ name is powerful because He is closely linked to His Heavenly Father—God’s mission is His mission. 
Powerfully, Jesus tells the 72 that nothing less than the overthrow of Satan has been accomplished! Jesus reveals to His 
disciples His own vision of the very fall of Satan! What is Jesus describing? 

This can be understood as simply a metaphorical description of the significance of what has been occurring in 
the disciples’ mission, but is probably better taken as referring to an actual visionary experience, like those of 
some of the OT prophets (Amos 8:1–2; Jer 1:13–19; etc.). In vision the prophets saw what God intended and 
found their own role in relation to it. Jesus saw that God intended the downfall of Satan and that it was his task 
to achieve this in God’s name.18

 
C.E. Arnold adds:

Jesus again alludes to Isaiah 14:12…linking it explicitly with Satan’s fall from heaven (for “Satan” see Luke 4:2). 
Jesus may be referring to an original fall of Satan, which he saw in his preincarnate state. More likely, he is 
drawing on the traditional image of Satan’s fall to describe his defeat in the present exorcisms of the disciples. 
Similar imagery related to Satan’s defeat appears in John 12:31; Revelation 12:7–17; 20:1–3, 10.19

Still, in v.20, Jesus reminds His followers that, while they have been (and are) part of God’s plan and mission to defeat 
death and evil once for all, their true joy (and ours) is to be found in our being recipients of God’s grace and have been 
rescued from sin, death, and hell! To have our names “written in heaven,” reflects the ancient, Jewish image of “the 
book of life.” (Daniel 12:1; Malachi 3:16), which in turn reflects the ancient practice of cities and kingdoms who kept 
registers of their respective citizens. 

Consider/Reflect: “Empowered by Jesus, the Seventy-two advance into Satan’s territory as people believe the Gospel. 
Until Christ’s return, we, too, remain in this war zone, where Satan does everything he can to destroy us and halt the 
Gospel’s advance. In Christ, however, we are protected. In Him, we cannot lose, even though put to death, for in the 
end Christ grants us eternal life. [Pray]: “Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us; Lord, be our shield when 
earthly armor fails us; And in the day when hell itself assails us, Grant us Your peace, Lord.” Amen. (Lutheran Service 
Book 659:3)20

15  Ibid. 
16  R. Jamieson, A.R. Fausset, and D. Brown. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible (Logos Research Systems, Inc, 1997).
17  The Lutheran Study Bible. 
18  Nolland. Word Biblical Commentary.
19  Arnold. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary. 
20  The Lutheran Study Bible.


