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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Press Play:”   (Pentecost 2021)
This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “Cleaning House.” Mark 3.20-35; Ezekile17.22-24; 2 Corinthians 5.1-10.

This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Hope (I can engage and endure the struggles and challenges in my life because of 
the person, promises, and power of Jesus Christ).
________________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, June 14th. Read: Mark 4.26-29. —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you Hear 
and/or See?
In our text for this week, Jesus is teaching on the subject that was thematic of His mission—the Kingdom of God! 
The Kingdom of God is the range of God’s effective will; where what God wants done is done. As one commentator 
puts it, the Kingdom of God is the dome over which God is King. Additionally, Jesus uses a method of teaching that 
was characteristic of His mission as well—parables.  This brief parable about the scattering of the seed is found only 
in Mark’s gospel. As with many of Jesus’ parables that reflect the agrarian culture of the first century world, a seed’s 
sowing, growing and eventual harvest, is similar to how the lifestyle of faith likewise is “planted” and grows deeper as 
faith is tended and nourished. Jesus has come to “scatter” the Word of God and invitation into the Kingdom of God. 
And, the Holy Spirit will “tend” to this divine-human relationship and Kingdom lifestyle.  As W.L. Lane describes:  

The stress in the parable thus falls upon the sowing of the seed as a messianic work which unleashes 
mysterious forces which operate of themselves in the achievement of the sovereign purposes of God. The 
parable clarifies the relationship between what was then seen of Jesus within the context of his mission and 
what may still be expected of him. His work was sowing; only after a certain lapse of time will there be the 
gathering of the harvest. The period between sowing and harvest, however, is not insignificant; for in that 
period something happens. In this connection there occur some remarkable expressions.1

Like growing seed, the Kingdom of God, both as a movement in itself, as well as the work the Kingdom does in the 
believer’s life, “springs up” in a mysterious manner that goes almost unnoticed. Additionally, the work of the sower is 
the necessary precursor for the seed’s growth. In other words, the seed does not plant itself—it needs the sower. So the 
Kingdom of God comes not from our search for it or our “finding” the Kingdom. Rather, the Kingdom is given; we 
are invited to receive the Kingdom through the work of the Holy Spirit.  According to J.A. Brooks:

The parable of the seed growing by itself has its own unique message to convey…The success of the Christian 
message…does not depend upon human effort or understanding—though Christians certainly need to scatter 
the seed—but upon divine power. It will succeed precisely because God is active. The kingdom cannot be 
precipitated by revolutionary activity or any other human effort unaided by God…. The end emphasis and 
perhaps primary focus of the parable is the assurance of the harvest. The harvest almost certainly represents 
the judgment at the end of the age…Jesus by telling the story—and Mark by recording it—encouraged disciples 
who were experiencing rejection of their message and frustration at their lack of understanding of God’s 
mysterious purposes that God’s kingdom would surely come.2

Question/Reflect: “The earth does not actually produce growth “by itself” (Greek automate). The plant owes its 
growth to the power of God, who both creates and sustains the natural order (cf v 26). Growth in the Kingdom is 
similarly the result of God’s Word and Spirit, not the speaker or hearer (Romans 10:17).”3

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, June 15th. Read: Mark 4.30-34. —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Again, Jesus uses the seed imagery to describe the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom’s work in the world. “How is 
‘parable’ (παραβολή) used here?... The ‘mustard seed’ (κόκκῳ σινάπεως) stood proverbially in Jewish folklore for the 
smallest seed. As a symbol of smallness…Therefore, the subject of this parable included inherently the idea of smallness.”4 
1  W.L. Lane. The Gospel of Mark (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1974).
2  J.A. Brooks. Mark (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991).
3  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).  
4  Word Biblical Commentary: Hosea–Jonah (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002).
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The Kingdom of God may come into the world in small, relatively imperceptible ways—the Baptism of an infant, the 
surrender of a teenager to Jesus, the choice of a Christian salesperson to not lie in order to make a sale, etc.  

However, the small “incidences” of the “seed of the Kingdom” in the world, will eventually lead to greater growth and 
“fruit” in the world! Consequently, the mustard seed was a perfect example. Additionally, as J.D. Grassmick notes, this 
parable would also reflect the mission of Jesus Himself! 

…the emergence of God’s kingdom is similar to what happens to a mustard seed (the common black mustard, 
sinapis nigra) after it is sown on the ground. In Jewish thinking, its small size was proverbial since it was the 
smallest of all the seeds sown in the field. It took 725-760 mustard seeds to weigh a gram (28 grams equal one 
ounce). The mustard shrub is an annual plant which, growing from seed, becomes the largest of all garden 
plants…This parable emphasizes the contrast between the smallest of the seeds growing into the tallest of the 
shrubs. It contrasts the insignificant, even enigmatic beginning of God’s kingdom, embodied in the presence of 
Jesus, with the greatness of the end result to be established at His Second Advent when it will surpass all the 
earth’s kingdoms in power and glory.5

The second parable again describes silent, almost unnoticed, growth, with amazing results. Mustard seed is tiny, 
but it grows in time, into a bush that is one of the biggest plants in the Near East. So the kingdom will grow 
from insignificant beginnings to final triumph. This is a great encouragement to those who live in lands where 
Christians are a tiny, despised and perhaps persecuted minority. We work with confidence, waiting for God 
to fulfil his promise. The earthly ministry of Jesus was like that too; it seemed insignificant, yet from it grew a 
mighty world-wide Christian church, which is still growing.6

Verses 33-34 tell us that Jesus used parables as a way to help people understand what they were having a hard time 
understanding! Some of this non-understanding was intentional—some would simply not jettison their cultural 
worldviews and theological understandings. Others, perhaps, couldn’t imagine that this God Jesus was describing truly 
loved all people, and that God’s Kingdom was available to all people—even those who were the least (like a mustard 
seed), the last, and the lost! For those who were “ready to listen, then they too would have understood, and so would 
have received more teaching, as the disciples did. There is no unfair favoritism in the kingdom of God; we all have the 
same opportunities of spiritual growth, if only we will take them.”7

Consider/Reflect: “Jesus’ parables reassure believers that over time the kingdom of God will grow incredibly large, far 
beyond its unassuming beginnings. Precisely because the Kingdom grows so slowly and its Lord is so patient, believers 
tend to become discouraged and its enemies are emboldened. But in the end, the Kingdom alone will stand, and everything 
else will be overthrown. Thank God, He shelters His people of every nation in its eternal shade. [Pray]: Lord, let us see 
both in fact and by faith that Your kingdom will someday be all in all. Keep us ever sheltered safely within its branches. 
Amen.”8

¨ Day #3--Wednesday, June 16th. Read: Ezekiel 17.22-24. –Explore:  The background to this text(s).  
The appointed Old Testament lesson for last Sunday in our church lectionary, is this passage from Ezekiel 17. 
This text is a messianic prophecy about the Kingdom of God that the Messiah will bring. For the past two days our 
Messiah, Jesus, described this Kingdom manifesting itself in small ways with increasing results. In this text, we witness 
yet again another description of this messianic kingdom using agricultural imagery. And, similar to Jesus’ description 
in His parable of the mustard seed, the “birds” will find their “nest,” their “home” in this tree/kingdom. This is a 
symbol that all nations and peoples will be welcome into the Kingdom of God!  

God said He (I Myself) will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it. The “shoot” was the Davidic 
line (cf. v. 4 with v. 12). God will replant a king from the line of David on the mountain heights of Israel.…
That kingdom will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. That is, it will prosper as it 
has never done before. Instead of plucking branches from it, birds of every kind will nest in it. This suggests 
that Israel will protect surrounding nations rather than being their pawn. God’s purpose in restoring Israel is to 
reveal His glory and plan for Israel to all nations…This prophecy was not fulfilled when Israel returned to the 
land after the Babylonian Captivity. The fulfillment of verses 22–24 awaits God’s establishment of Israel in the 

5  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
6  D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994).
7  Ibid.
8  Lutheran Study Bible.



3

Millennium under the Messiah, Jesus Christ. At that time God’s kingdom will rule the world (cf. Dan. 2:44–45; 
Zech. 14:3–9, 16–17).9

Consider/Reflect: “[Ezekiel 17 is] …an allegory describing Nebuchadnezzar’s placement of Zedekiah over Jerusalem 
and the deportation of the rightful king, Jehoiachin. Ezekiel builds a glorious picture of God establishing His eternal 
kingdom in a descendant of David (and Jehoiachin): The Messiah. Ezekiel also describes how God makes a new creation 
for you, established through Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection. [Pray]: Lord, avert our eyes of faith from the 
kingdom of this world with its politics and power struggles. Show us the kingdom of heaven that You have already 
established. Sustain us on our journey to the high mountain above. Amen.”10

¨  Day #4--Thursday, June 17th. Read: 2 Corinthians 5.1-5. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
Saint Paul writes to the Corinthian church to assure them that in the midst of affliction, trouble, confusion and 
persecution, the church still has the “hope of glory!” 

The reference to the heavenly body as a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human 
hands is reminiscent of Jesus’ description of His own resurrection body as a temple “not made by man” (lit., “not 
made by hand”; Mark 14:58). Second Corinthians 5:1 briefly summarizes what Paul had earlier written to the 
Corinthians about the nature of the resurrection body (1 Cor. 15:34–54). The confident assertion, we know, was 
based on the argument set forth in 1 Corinthians 15…What is mortal will be swallowed up by life in immortal, 
imperishable spiritual bodies in heaven (Phil. 3:21). For Paul his present mortal life was like nakedness, marked 
by humiliation and privation. Who would want to focus on this abject state in view of the eternal glory that 
awaited him? (2 Cor. 4:17–18)11

The presence and power of the Holy Spirit is both the source of the believer’s inner-transformation that is being 
accomplished day-by-day in the life of faith, as well as the guarantee of our future consummation in God’s eternal 
Kingdom. 

Christians are united by faith to Christ and have received the Spirit of Christ, which gives them a foretaste of the 
life to come. The inward renewal produced by the Spirit culminates in the Christian’s complete transformation 
at the end. But the Spirit received in this life is only a guarantee of this future transformation, not the actual 
transformation (2 Cor 1:22, 5:5; see also Eph 1:14; Rom 8:23, “first fruits of the Spirit”). In this life Christians 
must live with suffering and live by faith. Their treasure is in clay pots, or, to switch metaphors with Paul, in 
a makeshift, perishable tent…But in all this outward suffering, an unseen power and an unseen reality sustain 
Paul…the experience of the transforming and uplifting power of the Holy Spirit now in their lives is the one 
piece of empirical evidence that shows that God promises are real.12

Question/Reflect: “An earthly tent … eternal house. Greek and some Diaspora Jewish writers described the body as 
a vessel, a house, or a tent. Whereas some Greek thinkers also envisioned the body as a tomb to be escaped by death, 
Paul’s hope is not for death but for the resurrection body, a thought unintelligible to Greeks…. we have a building 
from God. Paul says that a better body awaits (he can use the present tense because of the secure deposit; see v. 5). For 
the body as a house, see 1Co 6:19…13

¨  Day #5—Friday, June 18th. Read: 2 Corinthians 5.6-10. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
Paul continues with the concept of our spiritual lives lived “in-between” the two ages: The present age and the age to 
come. C.E. Arnold explains Paul’s imagery here as he describes the believer’s present struggles in this age in light of 
the hope that they have in the future age to come…:

Paul chooses two picturesque words to describe this dilemma, both drawn from the vocabulary of the traveler. 
The Greek word ekdēmeō (“away from”) was used of a person who journeyed abroad, be it voluntarily or even 
in exile…Its antonym, endēmeō (“at home”), describes someone living in his or her homeland, among friends and 
family. At this point in his missionary career, Paul has traversed innumerable miles of Roman roads, endured 
harrowing shipwrecks, spent countless months in foreign lands, and even experienced rejection from his own 
people (Gal. 5:11; 1 Thess. 2:14–16). It is no surprise that he should come to see the Christian life as a journey 

9  Walvoord, et., al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
10  Lutheran Study Bible.
11  Walvoord, et., al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 
12  D.E. Garland. 2 Corinthians (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999).
13  C.S. Keener and J.H. Walton, Eds. NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Zondervan, 2018).
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toward a home as yet unseen: “for we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).14

Paul adds that at the end of this present age, all people will have to stand before the “judgment seat of Christ.” 
In the ancient world, a “judgment seat,” in Greek, βῆμβ (bēma), was a “raised platform on judicial bench, such as 
the Corinthian judicial platform where the Roman proconsul Gallio had Paul appear before him (Acts 18:12).”15 
Consequently, Paul would have a clear understanding of what this moment could look like. The graphic below 
illustrates what the bēma would look like:

Question/Reflect: “Paul simply instructs the believer to please God. We, even as Christians, often live to please 
others and to please ourselves, neglecting the one thing that makes life worth living—pleasing Christ. Paul calls us 
to get our priorities straight. To please Christ is to trust in His word of grace for us. His grace, His forgiveness, His 
gift of faith by the power of the Holy Spirit assures us that nothing in this world can separate us from God, and that 
Judgment Day will be a day of celebration for those who put their trust in Him. [Pray]: Dear Lord, impress upon my 
heart the greatness of Your grace to me, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, so that I can walk confidently by faith 
until I see You gloriously face-to-face. Amen.”16

14  C.E. Arnold. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Romans to Philemon. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2002).
 W.H. Mare. New Testament Background Commentary: A New Dictionary of Words, Phrases and Situations in Bible Order (Ross-shire, UK: Mentor, 2004).
15  Mare, W. H. (2004). New Testament Background Commentary: A New Dictionary of Words, Phrases and Situations in Bible Order (p. 280). Ross-shire, UK: 
Mentor.
16  Lutheran Study Bible. 
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¨  Day #6-Saturday, June 19th. Read: Psalm 1. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
Today we use the Order of Daily Prayers from Luther’s Small Catechism.  Read and mediate on Psalm 1 and:

“[M]ake the sign of the Holy Cross and say:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer:  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, As it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

(Depending on the time of day, pray the prayers below):

(Morning) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

(Afternoon/Evening) I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.17

Question/Reflect: “Psalm 1 Shows us the destiny of both the righteous and the wicked. The wicked will, at the final 
judgment, find themselves alienated from God and, ultimately, inheritors of eternal damnation. No one is exempt 
from this most frightening fate. Yet God has provided a different way. He sets us on the way of righteousness and 
keeps us on it through His Word. The means of grace forever remind us—even when we have succumbed to the 
various temptations of life—that, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our destination is certain. We will 
stand holy before God in the final judgment as members of the congregation of the righteous. [Pray]: O Lord, bless 
our meditation on the accomplished fact of our salvation, through Christ Jesus. Amen.”18

17  Martin Luther. “Luther’s Small Catechism.” Taken from, The Lutheran Study Bible. (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).
18  Ibid. 


