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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “How (Not) to Read the Bible.” 
This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “Truth or Dare”

This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Joy (Trusting in God’s grace and promises, I have inner contentment and 
purpose in spite of my circumstances).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, May 23rd. Read: John 14.1-4.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life— What do you Hear 
and/or See?
(Addendum Series Book: “How (Not) to Read the Bible” Chapters 13-15).
One of the most controversial claims of Christianity is that Jesus is the only way to God. In a culture that defines 
“tolerance” as all viewpoints (and religions) are (must be) equal, and that the most offensive thing a contemporary 
person can be is “intolerant,” then the assurance of the Bible (and Jesus Himself), that Jesus is THE way, will certainly 
be a counter-cultural claim!

Our Gospel text for this week is one of the passages that affirms the authority of Jesus as the way of salvation. Of 
course, this text is about hope and peace—the kind of hope and peace that only Jesus can give! The context is the upper 
room, the evening before Jesus’ crucifixion (Maundy Thursday). In the midst of the disciples’ sadness and fear, Jesus 
offers a strong admonishment backed by a promise. 
   

Jesus knew that his little band could and would be shaken not only by his words concerning his departure but 
also by the fact that he would soon become the crucified Lamb. Accordingly, he called for them to place their 
“trust” not in the power evident in the world but in God and in himself…The force of this verse is, in fact, a call 
to the disciples to follow the pattern of “trust” exhibited by Jesus (cf. Phil 2:5), who faced hostility and, indeed, 
abandonment by the disciples including Peter (18:17, 25, 27)…1

Jesus promises His disciples (us) that He has prepared “many rooms” in God’s house (heaven), and He will ultimately 
bring us to these rooms! The Greek word for “rooms” is μονή (monē) which is defined as a “dwelling place.” This would 
reflect a living area in a multi-family household. “The point is…ample provision has been made that there is more than 
enough space for every one of Jesus’ disciples to join him in his Father’s home.”2 Here, we already are given a glimpse 
of the authority of Jesus who Himself has the power over death and who is preparing the way to His Father’s “house.” 

I am going there to prepare a place for you: the words presuppose that the ‘place’ exists before Jesus gets there. 
It is not that he arrives on the scene and then begins to prepare the place; rather, in the context of Johannine 
theology, it is the going itself, via the cross and resurrection, that prepares the place for Jesus’ disciples. And if 
he takes such trouble, all to prepare a place for his own, it is inconceivable that the rest should not follow: I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. Unlike some other passages that look to 
the parousia, this one focuses less on apocalyptic elements and the winding-up of the cosmos (cf. Mk. 13:24–27; 
2 Thes. 2) than on the comfort to be enjoyed by believers in the presence of God (cf. 1 Thes. 4:15–18)—which 
is different again from those passages that offer solace to the believers on their death (e.g. 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23).3

Consider/Reflect: Reflect on the truth that you have a home in heaven—prepared personally by Jesus! You belong! 

¨ Day #2—Tuesday, May 24th. Read: John 14.5-7. —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
After Jesus’ statement that the disciples know where He is going, Thomas asks for more information. Thomas’s 
seeming non-understanding of what Jesus is promising here, “reflects the disciples’ inability to comprehend that the 

1  G.L. Borchert. The American Commentary: John (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996).
2  D.A. Carson. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991).
3  Ibid.
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cross will be the way Jesus will return to the Father—a way, if they understood, they would have trouble accepting.”4 
This leads Jesus to describe Himself in ways that illuminate His identity and authority. As E.A. Blum explains:

Jesus’ words, I am the Way and the Truth and the Life, are the sixth of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements in the 
Gospel of John (6:48; 8:12; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1). Jesus is the “Way” because He is the “Truth” and the 
“Life.” As the Father is Truth and Life, Jesus is the embodiment of God so people can come to the Father (cf. 
1:4, 14, 18; 11:25). By His words, No one comes to the Father except through Me, Jesus stressed that salvation, 
contrary to what many people think, is not obtainable through many ways. Only one Way exists (cf. Acts 
4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5). Jesus is the only access to the Father because He is the only One from the Father (cf. John 
1:1–2, 51; 3:13).5

G.R. Beasley-Murray adds:

The disciple’s lack of understanding, as so often, provides opportunity for Jesus to clarify the revelation…it 
signifies that Jesus leads his own to the Father’s house, revealing the truth about the goal of existence and how it 
may be reached, and making its attainment possible by granting entrance on to life in the Father’s house…that 
means that Jesus is the way to God in the present… Jesus leads his own to the Father now because he is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life in the present.6

Consider/Reflect: “Through His death and resurrection, Christ went to prepare a place for us in heaven, where we 
will dwell with God forever. The true God cannot be known apart from Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s work, we 
can know the Father and enter His eternal presence. [Pray]: O risen Lord, with great anticipation I long for my home 
in heaven. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.”7

¨ Day #3—Wednesday, May 25th. Read: John 14.8-11. –Explore:  The background to this text(s).  
Now, the disciple Philip enters the scene. Hearing what Jesus said leads him to ask that Jesus reveal the Father. Again, 
notice the still lack of understanding on the disciples’ part. Yet, Jesus assures Philip and the others, that to see Him is to 
see the Father! Again, Borchert is helpful here…

The ill-informed response of Philip elicits from Jesus a rather sharp and yet somewhat sorrowful reply. How 
long must it take for these well-meaning…disciples (plural “you”) to catch on to who Jesus was?...But the Gospels 
are clear that before the resurrection, the disciples had incredible difficulty imagining that Jesus could truly have 
been a divine-human agent of God. Yet that should hardly surprise us because scholars and others even today 
continually debate the question of “Who is this Jesus?”8

Jesus encourages the disciples (us) to “believe.” The decision to believe (trust, have faith) is a key theme in John’s Gospel. 
Jesus’ words and works are divine words and works because God dwells in Jesus! Once again, we see the source and 
foundation of Jesus’ assurance that He is the way, the truth, and the life. As Leon Morris writes, beginning in v.10, Jesus 
is describing the …

…mutual interpenetration of the Father and the Son. Each is “in” the other, and this is put as something that 
Philip might have been expected to believe...Throughout this Gospel the deeds are “signs,” and the words are 
God in action. The deeds and the words of Jesus are both a revelation of God. Both proceed from the Father 
and reveal what the Father is like… Believe me “that” is significant…Jesus calls on Philip and the others (the 
verb is plural) to believe him, not only to believe in him. Faith includes the recognition that what Jesus says 
is true. Jesus also calls on Philip to believe “that.” We might well ask where faith in Christ would be without 
the idea that Jesus is worthy of faith. Faith that there is a mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son is part 
of the faith whereby one commits oneself to Christ. If there is no such indwelling there can scarcely be full 
commitment.9

4  C. A. Evans and C. A. Bubeck, Eds, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary (Colorado Springs, Colorado: David C Cook, 2004).
5  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck Eds. The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
6  G.R. Beasley-Murray. John (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002).
7  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
8  . Borchert. The American Commentary: John
9  L. Morris. The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1995).
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Consider/Reflect: “Philip’s request that Jesus show the disciples the Father misses a vital point. God is a Person. He 
could be adequately revealed only in a Person. Jesus thus responds by pointing out that He is so intimately linked with 
the Father that His words and acts are in fact the Father’s words and acts. God is perfectly revealed in Jesus, so one who 
has seen Jesus has seen the Father.”10

¨  Day #4--Thursday, May 26th. Read: John 14.12-14. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
As we looked at yesterday, a key theme in John’s Gospel is belief (trust, have faith). The decision to believe (trust in, 
commit to) who Jesus is and what Jesus says! And, as Jesus adds, this is not blind faith, a “jump” in the dark! No, Jesus 
tells His disciples to examine what He has done, His works and words (Which, as we explored yesterday, are God’s 
works!)  Jesus now moves from a future promise to a present assurance: His followers will join with Jesus in doing the 
works of God, and, in fact, will do even greater works!  What does Jesus mean when He tells us we will do greater work 
than He did? E.A. Blum explains:

The apostles would not necessarily do more stupendous miracles than Jesus did (e.g., feeding 5,000) but their 
outreach would be greater (e.g., Peter in one sermon had 3,000 converts). This was possible because Jesus had 
gone to the Father and had sent the Spirit. Miracles are important, but some evangelists have done even greater 
things than these by preaching the good news to many thousands of people.11

Jesus adds that when we ask for anything in His name, He will do it—if it  glorifies the Father! 

In My name (vv. 13–14) is not a magical formula of invocation. But the prayers of believers, as Christ’s 
representatives doing His business, will be answered. John expanded this teaching in his first epistle. He wrote, 
“If we ask anything according to His will … we have what we asked of Him” (1 John 5:14–15). To ask Me for 
anything in My name means to ask according to His will…The word “Me” [v.14] is omitted in some Greek 
manuscripts but it is probably correct here. Prayers in the New Testament are usually addressed to God the 
Father, but prayer addressed to the Son is proper also (e.g., Stephen’s prayer to the “Lord Jesus” [Acts 7:59]). 
The goal of answered prayers is to bring glory to the Father. Also bearing fruit glorifies the Father (John 15:8).12

Consider/Reflect: “But Christ…the Truth, and Life, the Word of God, of whom it is said, “The Life was the Light of 
men;” for that I say He is with the Father, the Truth, and Life, and we had no way whereby to go to the Truth, the 
Son of God, who is ever in the Father the Truth and Life, by assuming man’s nature became the Way. Walk by Him 
as Man, and thou comest to God. By Him thou goest, to Him thou goest. Look not out for any way whereby to come 
to Him, besides Himself. For if He had not vouchsafed to be the Way, we should have always gone astray. He then 
became the Way Whereby thou shouldest come; I do not say to thee, seek the Way. The Way Itself hath come to thee, 
arise and walk… Let this suffice for you, Beloved. Turn we to the Lord…”13

 
¨  Day #5—Friday, May 27th. Read: Acts 4.5-10. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
One of the reasons the early church was persecuted was because of their belief and proclamation that Jesus was the 
One, true God who had come in the flesh, died for the sins of humankind, and rose again. This message was disturbing 
on many levels. For example, Jesus, the so-called Messiah, died a criminal, shameful death; God entered into human 
history; and, God loves ALL people!  
Much of the persecution came from the religious authorities and those so devoted to Judaism that the thought of 
a peasant rabbi, claiming to be the Son of God, was seen to be pure blasphemy. Additionally, persecution came 
from the Roman government. A government led by men, the Caesars, who believed themselves to be divine. Since 
the Christians would not worship a mere human, knowing Jesus was their true God, Rome had the early believers 
imprisoned, beaten, used in the gladiatorial games, and killed.

Beginning in chapter 1 of the book of Acts, and up to our text, chapter 4, there had been little resistance to the Christians 
on the part of the Jewish leaders as well as the Roman government. However, as J.B. Polhill notes:

…In chap. 4 the picture changes. Not, however, with the people. They still were responding favorably to the message 
of the apostles, indeed, in an overwhelming way (cf. 4:4). It was the officials who turned against the apostles, and not 
even all of them. The primary enemy was the priestly Sadducean aristocracy for whom the Christians were a serious 

10  L.O. Richards. The Bible Reader’s Companion (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1991).
11  Walvoord, et. al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
12  Ibid.
13  Augustine of Hippo. Sermons on Selected Lessons of the New Testament. In P. Schaff (Ed.), & R. G. MacMullen, Saint Augustin: Sermon on the Mount, 
Harmony of the Gospels, Homilies on the Gospels (Vol. 6, Christian Literature Company, 1888).
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threat to the status quo. Twice they arrested the apostles. The first time occurred here, as they descended upon Peter 
and John in the course of their witness in the temple square. This time the two apostles were given a “preliminary 
hearing” in their proclamation of Christ. Because the apostles did not heed this warning and preached Christ all the 
more, the Sadducees were enraged, and they arrested and tried all the apostles (5:17–42).14

Chapter 4 begins with the Jewish leaders questioning Peter and John about their activities. The leaders were particularly 
concerned about by whose authority they are saying and doing these things. Peter makes it clear that all they were doing 
was done in the name of Jesus. In antiquity, someone’s name reflected their character and authority; who they were in 
their personhood, as well as a representative of their clan or family.  As D.A. Carson suggests, the question could be 
paraphrased, “Who do you think you are?”  

The authorities’ reaction in v 13…indicates that it was not a question to which they expected a substantial answer; 
in terms of the temple and Jewish religion, there was no higher earthly authority than the high priest, who was 
present. The question asked probably referred to the teaching and proclaiming that formed the problem in 4:2..
The vagueness of the wording, however, allowed Peter to backtrack to the act of kindness, the healing. The whole 
episode, after all, came about only because Peter explained the healing to the enthusiastic crowd.15

Consider/Reflect:  “Jesus warned his disciples that they would be brought before councils, and promised that the Holy 
Spirit would teach them what to say. It is with faith rather than fear that Peter now speaks. He is courteous and clear. 
He points out that they are on trial for being kind—for healing a person! But, of course, it is because they have healed in 
the name of Jesus that they are under arrest. Peter tells the Council that they killed Jesus, but God has raised him from 
death. The healing of the man is proof that they were wrong.”16

¨  Day #6-Saturday May 28th. Read: Acts 4.11-18. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
The group mentioned in this text, questioning the disciples, were the Sadducees. The Sadducees were an aristocratic 
group that desired to get along with Rome so as not to lose their power and social position. The Jewish council, or 
court, which the disciples were brought before was the Sanhedrin.    

The Sanhedrin consisted of seventy members. The majority of these were Sadducees, mostly from high priestly 
families. The high priest himself was presiding officer. A minority of the members were Pharisees. They were 
popular with the people, and their opinion carried considerable weight. The inquiry centered on the question 
of credentials. By what authority (“in what name”) had Peter healed the lame man? Peter responded with a 
sermon…the “stone rejected by its builders.” Inspired by the Spirit, Peter even had the courage to accuse the 
Sanhedrin’s members for their role in Jesus’ death.17

  
Peter ends his explanation where he began—with the name of Jesus!  Peter healed in the name of Jesus and it is this 
name through which salvation is found. Again, a person’s name represented their character, claims, and authority.  
Peter ends with a direct appeal to the Jewish leaders. Again, scholar J.B. Polhill:

Peter had been bold indeed. He had come full circle. They asked for the name in whom his authority rested.  
He answered their question. It was the name, the power of Jesus. He directed the charges. The Council had 
rejected the one who bore this powerful name.  The ultimate verdict rested with them. Would they continue 
to reject the one whom God had placed as the final stone for his people, the only name under heaven in which 
they would find their own salvation?  The final verdict would rest in their own decision.18

Consider/Reflect:  “Christianity is the one true faith because Jesus, the only source of salvation, rescues us from the 
evil one. He delivers all people from a verdict of damnation and heals ills of body and soul. ‘Christ’s name is received 
only by faith. Therefore, we are saved by confidence in Christ’s name, and not by confidence in our works.  For ‘the 
name’ here means the cause that is mentioned, because of which salvation is gained. To call upon Christ’s name is to 
trust in His name as the cause, or price, because of which we are saved” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession IV 98).’”19

14  J.B. Polhill. Acts (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1992).
15  D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer, and G.J. Wenham (Eds.). New Bible Commentary (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994).
16   A. Knowles. The Bible Guide (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Augsburg, 2001).
17   T.C. Butler, C.L. Church, L.L. Scott, M.A. Ellis Smith, and J.E. White.  Holman Bible Handbook (Nashville, Tennessee: Holman Bible Publishers, 1992).
18   Polhill. Acts.
19  Quoted in, Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 


