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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

The Compass:
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word 

on 
Your Discipleship Path

________________________________________________________
Sermon Series: “New Life, New Hope.” 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “The Call.” 
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Faithfulness (Trusting in God’s faithfulness, I seek to honor God in words and 
deeds, particularly through establishing relationships where I can be relied upon).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, January 23rd. Read Matthew 4.12-13. Encounter:  God’s Word and your life—What do you 
Hear and/or See?
Herod Antipas, one of Herod the Great’s sons, arrested John the Baptist for his public condemnation of Herod’s 
adulterous relationship with his brother’s wife. Matthew does not tell the story until chapter 14. Here, Matthew 
simply notes that, in response to his hearing of John’s arrest, Jesus withdrew to Galilee. In this text we see the 
transition from John the Baptist and his preparing Jesus’ way, to the ministry of Jesus and its beginning. Matthew tells 
us that Jesus settled in the town of Capernaum. Craig Evans describes the scene..

The name of this town, located on the northwest shore of Lake Gennesaret (a.k.a. Sea of Galilee), literally 
means “village of Nahum.” It was a bustling fishing village in Jesus’ day. Archaeological excavations have 
uncovered the black basalt foundation of an ancient synagogue (on top of which the limestone ruins of a third 
century a.d. synagogue rests). In all probability this is the very synagogue in which Jesus preached, healed, and 
debated (cf. Mark 1:21–28).1

Many commentators believe that Jesus’ move to Capernaum was both a fulfillment of prophecy (we will look at this 
tomorrow), and strategically significant. According to M. Augsburger and L. Ogilvie, Jesus’ deliberate move from 
Nazareth to Galilee… 

…placed Him in both a social and religious center to the north of the Sea of Galilee. For its size, Galilee had 
a dense population. Josephus said there were 204 villages in this region with no fewer than 15,000 people. 
Of these people he said that they “have never been destitute of courage,” but a people open to new ideas and 
movements. Not only did Jesus begin His ministry in a setting where many people might hear Him, but His 
move to Capernaum from Nazareth was a breaking of the ties with His home and community.2

Consider/Reflect: “While Matthew simply records that ‘John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness’ (3:1), 
Luke records more details about the birth of John. Read Luke 1 and see what similarities you can find between the 
births of John and Jesus.”3

¨ Day #2—Tuesday, January 24th. Read:  Matthew 4.14-16. —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Once again, we witness in Mathew’s Gospel his focus on Jesus’ fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. As we touched 
on yesterday, for Matthew, Jesus moving into the region of Galilee fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy that the coming messiah 
will seek to save, not just the nation of Israel, but ALL nations!  “The context of the cited passage (Isa 9:1–2) is clearly 
Messianic (Isa 9:6–7). This passage also allows Matthew to connect Jesus again (cf. 1:3, 5–6; 2:1–2) with mission to the 
Gentiles. Despite the historic connection with Gentiles in Galilee, however, its Jewish cities and towns observed the 
Law of Moses.”4

1  C. A. Evans and C. A. Bubeck, Eds, The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary (Colorado Springs, Colorado: David C Cook, 2004).
2  M.S. Augsburger and L.J. Ogilvie. Matthew (Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982).
3  I.D. Campbell. Opening up Matthew (Day One Publications, 2008).
4  C.S. Keener and J.H. Walton, Eds. NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
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Zebulun and Naphtali were the Old Testament territories near Galilee. From Isaiah’s time forward, many non-Jews 
had settled in Galilee. In fact, by the first century, more than half the population was Gentile. For Matthew, this is a 
foreshadowing of Jesus’ world-wide mission. Jesus comes to both Jews and Gentiles who are “walking in darkness” and 
need the light of Jesus—the “Light of the World!” (John 8.12) “‘Light’ versus ‘darkness,’ as consistently in Scripture, refers 
to the knowledge of or obedience to God versus the ignorance of or disobedience to his revelation. Jesus illuminates 
God’s purposes and brings liberation from oppression (Isa 9:4).”5 

The point of the quotation is clear enough. In despised Galilee, the place where people live in darkness (i.e., 
without the religious and cultic advantages of Jerusalem and Judea), the land of the shadow of death (i.e., where 
the darkness is most dense; cf. Job 10:21; Ps 107:10; Jer 13:16; Amos 5:8), here the light has dawned (Mt 4:16). 
“Dawned” (aneteilen)…This was God’s prophesied plan. Matthew is not interested in the mere fact that some 
prophecy was fulfilled in Galilee but in this particular prophecy: from of old the Messiah was promised to 
“Galilee of the Gentiles” (tōn ethnōn), a foreshadowing of the commission to “all nations” (panta ta ethnē, 28:19). 
Moreover if the messianic light dawns on the darkest places, then Messiah’s salvation can only be a bestowal of 
grace—namely, that Jesus came to call, not the righteous, but sinners (9:13).6

Consider/Reflect: “The land of Zebulun . . . light has dawned. The prophet Isaiah foretold that this land, through 
which the conquering Assyrian army had marched, would later see a “great light.” Jesus, the light of the world (Jn 8:12), 
dispelled the darkness in which these people had walked. Hippolytus: ‘The two peoples [were] being brought together 
into one fold and under the hand of one chief Shepherd, the good (Shepherd) by nature, that is, Christ’ (Ante Nicene 
Fathers 5:165).”7

¨ Day #3—Wednesday, January 25th. Read: Matthew 4.17. –Explore:  The background to this text(s).   
In verse 17 we have the “summary statement” of what Jesus has come to do—He has come to call all people to repent 
and enter into the coming reign of God—the Kingdom of God. (As a Jew, Matthew would be hesitant to use God’s 
name—so in Matthew, he refers to the “Kingdom of the Heavens.” This is the same reality). In biblical languages, the 
word translated “kingdom,” typically meant “reign,” “rule,” or “authority,” recognizing God’s sovereignty over the 
world He created (See Psalm 22.28; 145.12-13). 

Former professor and theologian Dallas Willard, defined the “Kingdom  of God” as “the range of God’s effective 
will—where what God wants done is done.” Similar to John the Baptist, Jesus calls for repentance; a change of mind 
and direction in life; a change from one’s former ways of living and allegiances, toward God and God’s ways. Jesus’ 
message to repent for the kingdom of heaven was near “had a familiar ring… The twofold message of John was now 
proclaimed by the Messiah. The work of God was rapidly moving toward the establishing of the glorious kingdom 
of God on earth. If one wanted to be a part of the kingdom, he must repent. Repentance was mandatory if fellowship 
with God was to be enjoyed.”8 

‘From that time on Jesus began to preach’ marks the beginning of His major public ministry, mostly spent 
in Galilee. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” epitomizes His message in one sentence. With Jesus’ 
ministry, death, and resurrection, God’s saving reign would be inaugurated in the hearts and lives of those 
who became His disciples…the kingdom has at least been inaugurated. He began to call to Himself those who 
would be His most intimate associates and trainees. Matthew then previewed the essence of Christ’s ministry 
with the key terms “preaching, teaching and healing,” which characterized his activity wherever He went.9

Consider/Reflect: “A new period in the public ministry of the Lord commences here (comp. Luke 4:14, 15; John 
4:43–45)… the time was fulfilled, namely, the design of the old covenant…was now fulfilled, and the New Covenant 
was to be established by the Messiah, who now appeared (Luke 1:68) in the “fullness of the time” (Gal. 4:4)…He also 
added: “believe the Gospel.” …(Jesus)…requires faith in Himself…claims more than John (the Baptist) was authorized 
to ask.”10

Zondervan, 2016).
5  C. Blomberg. Matthew (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992).
6  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, F. E. Gaebelein Ed (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984).
F. E. Gaebelein, Ed. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Zondervan Publishing House, 1984).
7  The Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
8  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck Eds. The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois: Victor Books, 1985).
9  Holman Concise Bible Commentary (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998).
10  C.F. Schaeffer. Annotations on the Gospel According to St. Matthew (The Christian Literature Co, 1985).
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¨  Day #4--Thursday, January 26th. Read: Matthew 4.18-20. — Explore: The background to this text(s).
Capernaum, where Jesus was now living (Likely at the home of Andrew and Peter), was on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. Really a lake, the Sea of Galilee was also known as the “Lake of Gennesaret” (or, “Kinnereth”), and/or the 
“Sea of Tiberias” Jesus comes upon Peter and Andrew fishing, which was their trade. As C.E. Arnold explains… 

The fishing industry was an important contributor to Capernaum’s prosperity. “Casting a net” describes a 
customary form of fishing on the lake, even up to recent times. The “cast net” (amphiblēstron) was used by a 
single fisherman, either while standing in a boat or in shallow water. It was circular, about 20–25 feet in diameter, 
with lead sinkers attached to the outer edge. The net was pulled down by the sinkers on the outer ring (like a 
parachute), finally sinking to the bottom with fish trapped inside. The fisherman would dive to the bottom and 
pull the trapped fish through the net one by one, placing them in a pouch, or he would carefully pull together 
the edges of the net and carry it to the surface with the catch inside11

Jesus calls these two brothers to “follow Him,” which literally means, “come after me.” This is the call to discipleship. 
“Jesus’ followers were not just hearers; they actually followed their Master around (as students then did) and became, as 
it were, trainees.”12  Jesus clearly makes a “play on words” based on the brother’s occupation. Just as fishermen gather 
fish from the waters, so too will these men be used by God to gather people together into the Kingdom of God!  

Scholars note that it was unusual, even not respectful, for teachers (Rabbis) to call disciples to follow them. “Respectable 
teachers usually waited for disciples to choose them; only the most radical sages were reputed to choose their own 
disciples.”13 Additionally, what we witness in these verses and in the account to come, the calling of James and John, is 
that all four brothers respond immediately to Jesus’ call! For Andrew and Peter, these brothers…

…knew enough about Jesus to realize that his call was not to be taken lightly; they obeyed immediately. They 
left their nets, which means that they stopped doing what they had been occupied with. But there is more to it 
than that. The action is symbolic. The word left can have the meaning “abandoned” (cf. 26:56), and whether 
Matthew means it in this sense or not he is speaking of a decisive action. Until then these men had been 
fishermen; now they were committing themselves to becoming disciples of Jesus. They left their nets and all that 
those nets meant behind. And they followed Jesus. The verb may be used in the literal sense of walking behind 
(21:9), but it also means “accompany” (v. 25). This idea of association may intensify into that of being a disciple, 
which is clearly what is in mind here. It is often pointed out that students used to follow their teachers literally 
as they walked from place to place.14

Consider/Reflect: “The Sea of Galilee abounded in fishes (John 21:11). The occupation of fishers was humble and 
laborious. The Savior chose His disciples not from the ranks of the wealthy and learned (1 Cor. 1:26), but from the 
humbler classes, in order that the success of the Gospel might not be ascribed to the power and wisdom of man (2 Cor. 
4:7; 1 Cor. 1:28, 29; 2:5.”)15

¨  Day #5—Friday, January 27th. Read: Matthew 4.21-22. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
Now Jesus calls two more disciples—again, brothers. James and John were not actively fishing but rather “mending 
their nets.” This practice reflects the cleaning, repairing, and preparing of fishing nets for a night of fishing. Fishermen 
would prepare/mend their nets from previous outings. The fishing nets described here were different from the nets 
used by Andrew and Peter. Matthew uses the Greek word, δίκτυον (diktuon), which…

…may have been the larger seine or “dragnet,” but more likely the trammel net, the only net used in ancient 
times that is still widely used commercially on the lake today. It is a compound net of three layers, five units each 
over a hundred feet long, used by at least two crews of boats throughout the night when the fish cannot see the 
entangling nets. Probably after a long night of fishing with their father and others of their hired crew (cf. Mark 
1:20), James and John are mending or preparing their nets for the next commercial excursion on the lake.16

11  C.E. Arnold. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Zondervan, 2002).
12  Gaebelein, Ed. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.
13  Keener and Walton, Eds. NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible. 
14  L. Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew (W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press, 1992).
15  Schaeffer. Annotations on the Gospel According to St. Matthew.
16  Arnold. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke. 
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Once again the immediacy of response is noted. In James and John’s case, these brothers leave their nets and their father 
Zebedee! “Leaving their nets in the case of Peter and Andrew and the boat in the case of James and John is only artistic 
distribution (both pairs had both nets and boat), but leaving their father adds the dimension of family disruption to the 
cost of discipleship.”17

Fishermen had more income than average people in Galilee, so James and John left behind a good job. More 
than that, however, they suddenly left behind their father and the family business; such abandonment could 
easily bring them dishonor in the community. (Both Jews and Greeks, however, had similar stories and would 
recognize this sudden departure as a sure sign of radical discipleship.)18

Consider/Reflect: “The narration of Jesus’s call of four fishermen highlights discipleship and mission at this early 
stage in the Gospel. In terms of discipleship, the call to these fishermen to leave their livelihood emphasizes the cost 
of following Jesus. It is also telling that Jesus as teacher or rabbi initiates the relationship of discipleship; typically, 
a would-be disciple would approach a rabbi to study with him. The accent in the story is upon their response: they 
immediately leave their livelihood to follow Jesus (4:20, 22).”19

¨  Day #6-Saturday, January 28th. Read Matthew 4.23-25. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His 
Word.
Another “summary” of Jesus’ beginning mission through the region. Jesus’ ministry included teaching, preaching, 
and healing. The message Jesus proclaims is “good news [euangelion, “gospel”] of the kingdom.” The Kingdom 
proclamation comes not only in words but in deeds of mercy as well!  

The healings of various diseases among the people further attest the kingdom’s presence and advance (cf. 11:2–
6; Isa 35:5–6)…Walvoord…relegates these “kingdom blessings … due for fulfillment in the future kingdom” to 
the status of mere “credentials of the King”; but if the kingdom blessings are present, then the kingdom too 
must have broken in, even if not yet in the splendor of its consummation (cf. Rev 21:3–5).20

Matthew tells us that Jesus taught in the synagogue. A visiting Rabbi might well be asked to teach in the local 
synagogue. “The synagogue was in a special sense the place where people came together to study the law of God. It 
was the center of Jewish life: the place where Jews assembled, where Jewish law was administered and punishment 
was inflicted (10:17), and where Jewish teaching was given.”21 And, as Matthew reports, Jesus’ fame spread throughout 
“Syria.” As D.A. Carson explains…

The term “Syria” reflects the extent of the excitement aroused by Jesus’ ministry; if the Roman use of the term 
is here presumed, it shows his effect on people far beyond the borders of Israel….Jesus’ reputation at this point 
extended far beyond Galilee, even though that is where the light “dawned” (v. 16). Two of the named areas, 
the region across the Jordan (east bank? see on v. 15) and…The Decapolis (lit., “Ten Cities”) refers to a region 
east of Galilee extending from Damascus in the north to Philadelphia in the south…People from all these areas 
“followed” Jesus.22

Consider/Reflect: “Isaiah described the sinful state of this world: people walking in darkness and the shadow of death, 
unable to find their way and lacking the ability to help themselves. Into this black hole comes Jesus, the light of 
the world. His great light shines first in Galilee, where He calls disciples, teaches, preaches, and heals. His great light 
continues to shine in our darkness. The good news of God’s reign continues to be sounded in Word and Sacrament. To 
sinful, hurting people, Jesus gives life, hope, and deliverance. [Pray]: May Your light shine in us as we share Your Gospel 
with the world, O Christ, our light. Shine on us and through us. Amen”.23

17  J. Nolland. The Gospel of Matthew: A Commentary on the Greek Text (W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press, 2005).
18  C.S. Keener. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (InterVarsity Press, 1993).
19  J.K. Brown and K. Roberts. Matthew (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2018).
20  Gaebelein, Ed. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. 
21  Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew.
22  Gaebelein, Ed. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. 
23  The Lutheran Study Bible. 


