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The Compass
Red Hill Lutheran Church

Sermon Series: “Hope in the Dark.” 
(Epiphany 2022)

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus: “Embracing God in the Valley”
This Week’s Mark(s) of Discipleship: Hope (Through the presence and power of Jesus Christ, I can engage and endure 
the struggles and challenges in my life, trusting that ultimately all things will be well).
_____________________________________________________________________________________
¨  Day #1—Monday, January 17th. Read: Habakkuk 3.1-3.  —Encounter:  God’s Word and your life— What do 
you Hear and/or See?
As I have mentioned throughout this series, one of the distinctive characteristics of the Prophet Habakkuk, is the 
“direction” of his message. Many of the Prophets spoke to the people on behalf of God; Habakkuk speaks to God on 
behalf of the people. In chapter 3 we arrive at one of Habakkuk’s prayers to God.

Verse 1 serves as a “title verse,” using the somewhat mysterious expression, “shigionoth.”  As K.L. Barker explains, 
“Shigionoth [is a] transliteration from the Hebrew. Though the meaning of the word is unknown, scholars agree that it 
is most likely a musical notation….Many similar terms in titles to the psalms are now thought to be names identifying 
hymn tunes or instructions concerning the playing of the music which apparently accompanied the psalm.”1

Notice that in the beginning of Habakkuk’s prayer, he is asking God to do something. Conversely, the bulk of his prayer 
is describing the character of God; His greatness and splendor! Again, in the words of K.L. Barker:

…the greatness of God in the past…expresses the prophet’s quiet confidence in the work of God. The prophet’s 
petition is threefold: preserve life, provide understanding, and remember mercy…Israel based its religion on the 
work of God rather than any mystical experience. The prophet based both his confidence and his petition on the 
work of God in the past. God’s leading the people of Israel out of Egypt provided hope and instilled confidence 
that God would continue to work in the future.2

•	 What’s your favorite hymn/worship song? What does it say about who God is?

•	 As you read/meditate on Habakkuk 3:1-3, think about a time when you saw the goodness of God or 
experienced His faithfulness.

Consider/Reflect: “Habakkuk’s prayer was likely used in temple worship...Habakkuk prays that He will again bring 
to life His salvation and punish the oppressor… [In his petition, “in wrath remember mercy, the] …Prophet asks God 
to temper His fierce wrath with His abundant mercy… [God is the] …Holy One. By this name, God reveals Himself 
and is present as the transcendent God, who rules over all creation, separate from all that is sinful and impure.”3

¨ Day #2--Tuesday, January 18th. Read: Habakkuk 3.4-6.  —Examine: The Text and its Context. 
Habakkuk continues to describe God’s beauty and power. The images of “light,” “splendor,” and “flashing rays” all 
reflects God’s purity, truth, and sovereign power. 

God’s radiance is both emanating and concealing. It reveals His glory but veils His power. It is easy to forget 
that the light and warmth which showers the earth with blessing comes from a ball of fire that could consume 
the globe in a moment. So God’s power is hidden in His glory. His revelation is restrained lest it consume its 
beholders.4

Verse 6 reflects God’s judgment and His sovereignty over all the world. One day, God will judge all people and nations. 
All wrongs will be made right and all evil finally named and defeated! God’s people must never forget that, in the words 
of the great hymn, “Although the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet!” (“This is My Father’s World.”) 
1  New American Commentary. (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992).
2  Ibid. 
3  Lutheran Study Bible (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009). 
4  J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.).  The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Wheaton, Illinois:  Victor Books, 1985).
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Chap. 3 is part of the answer to the questions the prophet asked in chap. 1. Why does God allow the wicked to 
go unpunished? He does not. God is still on the throne. He acted in the past to overcome his enemies (3:2a), he 
will do it again at the request of his prophet (3:2b). God is coming from Teman as he did before (3:3). His power 
is described as that of a warrior God with lightnings and thunder accompanying him (3:4). Pestilence and plague 
flee from him because of his power (3:5). He is sovereign over the universe, including the nations of the world 
(3:6). God’s wrath is poured out upon the “waters” that oppose him (3:8). God’s coming is for the salvation of 
his people and his king (3:13).5

•	 How are you embracing God in the middle of a difficult situation? Or, how would you like to embrace Him?

Consider/Reflect: “As Habakkuk reflects on a terrifying manifestation of God’s glory and power, he prays for mercy, 
quietly confident of God’s ultimate deliverance even in the midst of great distress. Much in our lives brings anguish, 
fear, and even feelings of helplessness to our hearts (Ps 25:16–18; Ac 14:22). God does humble us under His mighty 
hand, but He does so in order to exalt us (1Pt 5:6). [Pray]: Lord Jesus Christ, let not the fear of trouble and death 
overwhelm me, for I trust continually in Your saving help. Amen.”6

¨ Day #3--Wednesday, January 19th. Read: Habakkuk 3.16-19. –Explore:  The background to this text(s).  
Verse 16 is Habakkuk’s response following his vision of God’s holy, awesome, splendor. One of my teachers made the 
comment years ago that the contemporary church has lost the holy awe/fear of God! Today, we have turned God into 
a “grandpa in the sky!” Conversely, in the Biblical world:

Coming into the presence of the Lord produces awe and disturbance at the revelation of God…Habakkuk’s 
response fits the biblical model. When Isaiah received the vision of God in the temple, he felt his own worthlessness 
and recognized his sin (Isa 6:5–7; cp. Luke 5:8). Modern day experiences with God should produce the same 
feelings of reverence and unworthiness. Though culture and custom have changed since the days of Habakkuk, 
neither God nor human nature has changed. We should expect the same response to the genuine revelation of 
God as that experienced by the prophet.7

Habakkuk concludes with acknowledging that even though the coming days for Judah will be hard due to the 
Babylonian conquest, he will still trust in Yahweh—His power and His mercy (as witnessed in the past).  

Habakkuk believes and trusts in this powerful “striding” God. He believes that Yahweh will establish justice 
on the earth. He trusts his word and will patiently wait, because God is the guarantor of the victory. He does 
not trust first in his own perspective but in the potency of God, which enables him to wait in faith, even when 
the wicked rule the earth…He will not be a victim. He will be a survivor. He lists all the sources of food and 
agricultural commerce of the ancient world: fig trees, grape vines, olive trees, field produce, sheep, and cattle. 
Under these terrible conditions, Habakkuk resolves to be joyful, not superficially with eyes closed to the 
struggle for justice or deliverance but looking truth in the face.8

Habakkuk’s strength is God Himself! God’s strength gives the Prophet (us) a “sure footed foundation” that will not let 
us slip, even though life under us is shifting and unstable! This is communicated through the image of the deer. J.R. Blue 
expounds on this imagery:

The strength [God] gives is like the power found in the feet of a deer, a gazelle, or any active, swift-footed animal. 
Much as a deer can quickly bound through a dark forest, so the prophet said he could move joyfully through 
difficult circumstances. Though his legs trembled (v. 16) at the awesome theophany of God, that same Lord was 
His joy (v. 18), strength (v. 19), and assurance. Furthermore, God enabled the prophet to walk on the heights. 
Not only would he bound through trials; he would also climb to the mountaintops of victory and triumph. The 
poetic language of this verse is common in other passages (e.g., Deut. 32:13; 2 Sam. 22:34; Ps. 18:33). A deer or 
gazelle pictures strength, surefootedness, beauty, and speed.9

5  Word Biblical Commentary: Hosea–Jonah (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002).
6  Lutheran Study Bible.
7  New American Commentary. 
8  J. Bruckner. The NIV Application Commentary: Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 2004). 
9  Walvoord, et., al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary
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The Book that begins with a complaint now ends with an expression of joyful confidence in the God of 
salvation. When we look to ourselves and our own strength, we have reason only to despair. But when we are 
cast down and experience inner turmoil, we say, “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of 
my salvation” (Hab 3:18).10

Consider/Reflect: “The concluding words, For the director of music. On my stringed instruments, serve as an addendum 
and are related to the heading of the prophet’s doxological ode (Hab. 3:1). They refer to the use of this song in worship…
accompanied by players with stringed instruments. The sour drone of Habakkuk’s complaining (1:2–4, 12–2:1) was 
replaced by vibrant chords of hope and happiness. The Sovereign Lord gives triumph over circumstances to those 
who trust Him. The way to get out from under the load is to get right under the Lord. To be under the Lord is to be 
over the circumstances. That lesson is worth the price of the book, especially when the world seems like a cesspool of 
quicksand.”11

¨  Day #4--Thursday, January 20th.  Read: John 16.16-24. —Explore:  The background to this text(s).
In this text, we can witness the disciples’ incredulity and bewilderment. Jesus is describing His upcoming death and 
resurrection, but the disciples just can’t hear this—they are becoming increasingly fearful. But (and notice this) they do 
not go to Jesus for answers! They try to “solve” the problem themselves. Don’t we do the same thing? When trouble 
or crises hit, often we go everywhere but to Jesus. Yet, Jesus did for His disciples what He does for us—He goes to 
them!  

In this Gospel (John) the anxieties that accompany discipleship are taken very seriously. There is here no attempt 
to ignore pain…Christians do not run from the hostile world. They are God’s witnesses to the world. But that 
means that they do not quite fit the world just as Jesus did not quite fit the world. So the world treats them as it 
treated Jesus. And when Jesus announced his departure, the anxiety level of the disciples became intense.12

Jesus’ often used statement, “Truly, truly …”, in Greek, a double “amen,” alerts Jesus’ disciples that what He is 
about to say is important for them to hear and will address their confusion, concern, and lack of understanding. 
Additionally, when Jesus says “truly, truly,” He is assuring His disciples (us) that He:

…understood the imminent future. There would first be a period of sorrow for the disciples while the world 
rejoiced, but that period would give way to a period of rejoicing for them. This coming twofold experience 
that was here predicted is not only illustrated beautifully in the next verse but is also similarly exemplified 
forcefully in the eschatological vision of the two witnesses of Revelation (11:3–13).13

Here we see the paradox and mystery of God using and working through our pain and hurts. The very event, the 
death of the Messiah, which would cause great emotional pain and mourning, would ultimately bring them joy and 
hope! Jesus says our grief will turn to joy.  His resurrection and the Spirit’s work of transformation, would enable the 
disciples (and us) to know that He had to die so that we could have forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God!  
Later, the church would even rejoice in His death (1 Corinthians 1:23; 2:2).

Consider/Reflect: “Christ promises to return after His resurrection and turn the disciples’ sorrow into joy. Human 
sorrow can become an expression of self-pity, hindering genuine prayer for God’s help and deliverance. Yet, God 
knows how to turn our sorrow into joy, and He promises to hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. [Pray]: Hear us, O 
heavenly Father, and give us joy in Jesus’ name! Amen.”14

¨  Day #5—Friday, January 21st. Read: John 16.32. —Explore:  The Background to this Text.
In vs. 25-31, the disciples seem to have understood what Jesus was describing!  However, Jesus knows what the future 
holds for His disciples—they will ultimately desert Him! Their faith and understanding was not complete faith or 
even a strong faith. The disciples clear understanding of who Jesus was and what His mission was about, would come 
after Jesus’ death and resurrection and the sending of the Holy Spirit. In v.32 Jesus tells the disciples “You will be 

10  Lutheran Study Bible.
11  Walvoord, et., al., The Bible Knowledge Commentary.
12  G.L. Borchert. The American Commentary: John (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996).
13  Borchert. The American Commentary: John.
14  Lutheran Study Bible.
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scattered…”  a fulfillment of Zechariah’s words which spoke of the Shepherd (the Messiah) being “struck down” by 
decree of the Lord Almighty, which resulted in the scattering of the sheep (Zechariah 13:7).  

In spite of the disciples’ deserting Him (Matthew 26:56), Jesus knew that the Father had not forsaken Him; “Yet I am 
not alone, for My Father is with Me” (See also John 8:29; Psalm 23:4; and 73:25-26). Jesus would give to His disciples 
(and to us), in the words of our sermon series, “hope in the darkness!” What is true for Jesus, is true for His followers 
as well! Jesus endured because of God’s love and strength for and in Him. Again, the same is true for us.  Jesus has 
promised never to leave us alone (Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5).  

While Jesus knew the Father would be with Him even though the disciples would scatter in a few hours, on the 
cross, Jesus would experience God’s absence: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46; 
Psalm 22:1). Yet, even that experience of abandonment was for our benefit. When Jesus was made sin for us, He was 
separated from the Father so that in Him, we will never be separated from our Heavenly Father! He was alone that we 
might never be alone. He was forsaken that we might never be forsaken. G.R. Beasley-Murray notes that the disciples’

…enthusiastic confidence is shattered by Jesus. In his piercing question of two words the first bears the emphasis, 
“Now (ἄρτι) believe?” They have leaped to the conclusion that the time of plain speech has arrived, but the 
darkest hour of all time looms ahead before that hour can come, and in it their frailty of faith will be revealed. In 
them the prophecy of Zech 13:7 will be fulfilled: “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who 
is close to me!” declares the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.…” But if Jesus 
is to be forsaken by his friends he will not be abandoned by his Father: “the Father is with me,” supporting him 
in his hour of testing as in every crisis of his ministry (8:29).15

Consider/Reflect: How has your pain (your challenges, disappointments, and setbacks), helped you to grow 
spiritually?  Do you remember a particular situation where your struggles drew you closer to Jesus and deepened your 
relationship with Him? 

¨  Day #6-Saturday, January 22nd.: Read: John 16.33. —Embrace: God and His guiding you through His Word.
John 16:33 is the summary and climax of the Upper Room discourse. Jesus’ instructions about “these things” (chapters 
13-16) were intended to give the disciples strength, hope, and peace. Believers have a dual existence: we are in Christ 
and in this world.  
As we are in union with Jesus, we have peace, but the world, the dominant, secular culture, exhibits a hostile rejection 
of Biblical truth. The world’s systems, structures, and values, along with its demonic influence, what John’s Gospel 
refers to as “the world,” are the enemies of God and His people. When Jesus walked this earth “the world” opposed 
Jesus’ message and ministry (John 1:5, 10; 7:7). But Jesus won the victory over the world; He has overcome the world.  
As the “strong man” who came and ruined Satan’s kingdom (Matthew 12:25-29), Jesus is the Victor.  Jesus wanted the 
disciples (you) to remember this fact and to rejoice in His victory.  

Jesus’ admonition to “take heart!” literally means, “Be courageous.” (In the NT the Greek word, “tharseo,” means to 
“be bold,” “cheer up.”) Interestingly, this word was only spoken by Jesus (Matthew 9:2, 22; 14:27; Mark 6:50; 10:49; 
John 16:33; Acts 23:11). Because Jesus is the victor over the powers, the powers of sin, death, and evil, those who 
are in union with Him (you and me) are victors as well! (Romans 8:37). Even though the pain and problems that we 
encounter in this world are strong, frightening, and hard, the final word(s) in all of them are uttered by Jesus: “I have 
overcome the world!”    

Why did Jesus promise this truth? So that His disciples (and you and me), might have peace in a world of tribulation.  
George Morrison defined peace as “the possession of adequate resources.” Relational peace depends on appropriate and 
healthy relationships. Spiritual peace depends on adequate spiritual resources and healthy spiritual relationships (vs.27-
28). In Jesus Christ, we have all the resources that we need. The “in Me” words of Jesus are key instructions here. In 
ourselves, we have nothing; but “in Christ” we have all that we need. In and through Jesus we can always trust that He 
will be with us and give us “hope in the dark!”  

Consider/Reflect: Both Jesus and the world offer a form of peace (John 14:37; 16:33), joy (15:11; 16:22-24), and love 
(13:34-35; 15:9-19). One way leads to true love and life, and the other to frustration and disappointment.  Scripture 
says it this way: “Choose this day whom you will serve….as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24.14-15)
15  G.R. Beasley-Murray. John (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 2002).


