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These are two lessons that Bible-believing Christians 
spend a lifetime learning. 

In this book, Joe Pedick has done a great job showing the 
reality of each of these truths. It is worth the time to read 
and ponder the stories that are shared. It will be a great 
help in your own life’s journey and experience.

When the difficult times come, it is comforting to know 
that we have a good God who is looking after us. Time 
and time again we see His faithfulness in the midst of the 
most difficult of circumstances.

While the Lord Jesus never said it would be easy, He has 
always promised to be with us. And He always has been!

—Don Stewart

LIFE IS HARD, 
BUT GOD IS GOOD.
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This book is affectionately dedicated to our three precious babies 
who the Lord carried safely to heaven ahead of us. Our hearts leap at 
the thought of meeting you and holding you for the very first time. 

Until that glorious morning, goodnight, beloved darlings. 

Weeping may endure for a night, 
But joy comes in the morning.   
– Psalm 30:5b



I know your works. See, I have set before you an open 
door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, 
have kept My word, and have not denied My name.  
– Revelation 3:8

One generation shall praise Your works to another,   
And shall declare Your mighty acts.

Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts,   
And I will declare Your greatness.  
– Psalm 145:4, 6
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Every testimony you are about to read in this book was unex-
pected. God went beyond anything my wife and I could have ever 
expected. In all the worst-case scenarios I thought about, God 
did the unexpected and went beyond the best-case scenarios. It 
reminds me of Jacob’s story in the book of Genesis. 

When there was a famine in the land, Jacob sent ten of his twelve 
sons to Egypt to buy grain. Jacob thought his eleventh son, Joseph, 
was dead, and Benjamin, his youngest, stayed with him—lest some 
calamity befall him. The last time Joseph was alive, his father Jacob 
sent him to check on his ten older brothers, and he never returned. 
With his favorite son Joseph gone, Jacob was not about to lose 
Benjamin, the second of his two favorite sons.

So, Jacob’s ten sons journeyed to Egypt to buy grain; however, when 
they arrived, the governor who sold the grain accused Jacob’s sons 
of being spies. 
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“Oh, no,” they reassured the ruler. “We are the sons of one man, 
twelve brothers in all. In fact, the youngest is with our father today, 
and one is no more.”

The governor thought about it and replied. “If you are honest men, 
let one of your brothers be confined to prison; but you, go and 
carry grain for the famine of your houses. And bring your youngest 
brother to me, so your words will be verified, and you shall not die.”

Then the Egyptian ruler gave a command to fill their sacks with 
grain, to restore every man’s money to his sack, and to give them 
provisions for the trip. Next, the nine brothers returned home to 
their father, Jacob, leaving behind their brother Simeon in the 
Egyptian prison. When they arrived home, they told their father 
all that had happened to them. 

Do you know what Jacob said to his sons?

“You have bereaved me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is no 
more, and you want to take Benjamin. All these things are 
against me.” – Genesis 42:36

Jacob thought of the worst-case scenario. He had lived in a way to 
protect himself against future pain and he had a hard time trusting 
God. He wasn’t expecting anything good, and we can tend to do 
the same thing. We expect the worst when God goes beyond the 
best-case scenario—beyond anything we can ever imagine. 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED



God was about to spring the greatest, unexpected news to Jacob—
more wonderful than he could have ever hoped. Jacob was about 
to discover his son Simeon would be released from prison. His 
youngest son, Benjamin, would be just fine. And his treasured 
and beloved son, Joseph, was alive! Joseph was the great Egyptian 
governor! Joseph would not only save his family from hunger, but 
soon the entire family would be feasting and dining and celebrat-
ing together in the best of all the land. All that had happened to 
Jacob was beyond anything he could have expected. God does far 
more exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think.

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us. – Ephesians 3:20 

We often expect the worst-case scenario when things don’t go our 
way. Like Jacob, we can tend to think all these things are against 
me! We forget that God is always for us. When things happen, they 
are for us—not against us.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things? – Romans 8:31-32

During these times, it’s good to remember that God is for us. We 
can get really depressed if we look at what’s happening around the 
world, especially if it starts affecting our personal lives. Like Jacob, 
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we can think that everything is against us when there is a death in 
the family, scarcity of food or provision, or even when we have to 
quarantine. When I am tempted to panic or don’t have peace about 
something, I know I just need to stop, pray, and read God’s Word.

And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according 
to His purpose. – Romans 8:28

Before I was a Christian, I used to panic. But now, reading God’s 
Word reminds me that I am victorious in Christ. He’s my solu-
tion. God’s Word tells us that He will work “all” things together for 
good. I don’t need to worry. I don’t need to panic. When I do, it’s a 
waste of my time. I must minister to myself and trust God to work 
out everything in His time. I just need to wait and trust Him.

As we’re waiting on God, there’s a battle going on in our minds. It’s 
a battle of faith to trust that God will work things out and to expect 
the unexpected. Even if my brain can’t figure out what God’s going 
to do, I must trust, by faith, God will go beyond anything I can 
understand. 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths. – Proverbs 3:5-6 

In the past, I used to get tempted when things weren’t going as 
expected. By my own sinful nature, I tended to do things my way. 
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When something seemed like it was going in the wrong direction, 
or taking too long, sometimes I would just make it happen. I didn’t 
stop, pray, or read God’s Word. I would force it. I have learned that 
I must have a walk of faith to expect God to accomplish something 
better than I can figure out. God will do it His way. It’s beyond my way.

For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
My ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts. – Isaiah 55:8-9

It’s called faith. 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen. – Hebrews 11:1 

I want you, the reader, to see God’s ways are far better than ours. 
You can expect Him to do better than what we could ever do, but 
it takes faith.

As Christians, we can get into trouble if we force things to hap-
pen rather than trust God. We can tend to pry open a door with a 
crowbar when God wants to close the door. People sometimes say, 
“I know this is of God and I’m going to make this happen.” They 
start to pry, forcing the door to open, but it’s better if God locks the 
door and keeps it shut. He knows the future. So, if He’s closing that 
door, it’s because He has a better plan than my plan or your plan. 
But sometimes, we can become so stubborn and force something, 
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and we end up with regret. Trust that God has a better door. Don’t 
try to pry it open. Just wait upon the Lord. 

So, how will we know which way to go? How will we know when 
to go? 

I think the problem is while waiting, we can force things when it’s 
much better to be patient and wait for God to open another door. 
It’s very good to wait, pray, and get into the Word. I mean, really 
get into God’s Word. That’s the only way to know which way to go. 
That’s wisdom.

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. – Proverbs 3:17

This passage describes wisdom. The ways of wisdom are pleasant 
and full of peace. When we try to do it our way, and it’s not peace-
able, you know God’s not in on it.

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
– Psalms 119:105

Another indicator is if your choice aligns with what the Bible 
says. If it doesn’t line up with God’s Word, that’s a closed door. For 
example, if you have to lie about something, God is not opening 
that door. He doesn’t want you to lie about it to make it work. For 
instance, when you fill out a job application and feel like you have 
to lie on the application to get the job, that’s not peaceable. That’s 
not God. It’s not. Don’t force open that door to get the job. God has 
something better. Expect the unexpected. 
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If there is a red light, stop. I personally will look for red flags. If 
there’s a red flag and I’m unsure about something, I will stop and 
wait. I will not rush into something until I get confirmation from 
God—especially if it’s something big like marriage or ministry. 
With those types of things, you want to make very sure that God’s 
in on it! 

That’s what Kathleen and I have always done. We’ve stopped. If 
there’s a red flag or a little check, we must stop. My wife and I will not 
go forward. We’ll pray, wait, and seek the Lord by reading His Word. 

Thankfully, as believers, we also know which way to go because we 
have the Holy Spirit living in us. The Holy Spirit will convict us of 
sin. So, if it’s outside of God’s will, the Holy Spirit will convict us of 
that too. If it’s not God’s will, you’ll have that amazing conviction 
of the Holy Spirit. 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 
of God.  – Romans 8:14 

Let’s say there’s a “Y” in the road, and you really don’t know which 
way to go. Just pray, wait, read God’s Word, and let the Holy Spirit 
lead you. Clearly, the person of the Holy Spirit is faithful to direct 
us. I’m mostly talking about major decisions, not if I should drink 
a cup of coffee or a cup of tea. Maybe we don’t consciously pray, 
but God has blessed us with the ability to think. We’re God’s kids. 
He loves us and wants to direct us to go the right way, so He’ll work 
supernaturally in the natural. 
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Like the other day, I had a strong desire for Mediterranean food. 
So, we went to a particular restaurant, and I started talking to the 
owner and the subject of prophecy came up. The owner attends 
our church, and we got into a deep discussion about the battle of 
Gog and Magog, and I gave a little update about what we’ve been 
learning at church. As we were talking, two of his employees were 
listening in. I didn’t know they were both Muslims. Pretty soon, 
they joined in the conversation, and we were all talking about 
Jesus. I was able to share the Gospel with one of the employees, 
and she prayed to accept Jesus. I did not expect that at all!

God had put that desire in my heart for Mediterranean food. God 
puts His desires in our hearts to fulfill His purposes. 

Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you 
the desires of your heart. – Psalms 37:4 

I hope these testimonies about how God worked in my own per-
sonal life, in the church, and the life of others will encourage you. 
Trust the Lord more and trust when He’s doing things you don’t 
understand. Walk by faith and realize that God can go beyond 
anything you can imagine. There’s nothing impossible for Him.

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 
His ways past finding out! – Romans 11:33

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED



Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
The everlasting God, the LORD, 
The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Neither faints nor is weary. 
His understanding is unsearchable. 
– Isaiah 40:28 

God’s ways and His thoughts are beyond what we can ever dream. 
His ways are higher than ours, far greater and better than we could 
have ever expected. Expect the Unexpected!
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I’ve always had a desire to know God.

I would talk to Him a lot at a young age, beginning probably in 
the third or fourth grade. I prayed. I even experienced answered 
prayers. 

It wasn’t as if I prayed all the time. But when I found myself in a 
jam, I would stop and pray. When things were not working out the 
way I wanted, God always showed up and fixed the problem.

Even before I learned about prayer at a Catholic church my step-
mother took us to, I prayed without knowing why. I knew there 
was a God, but nobody ever told me that prayer was something 
I needed to do. God was already showing me that He was real, 
although I did not understand what it meant to have a relationship 
with Jesus.

When I turned 13, I grew up really fast. At one point, I was dating a 
high schooler and was very promiscuous. I just wanted to do what 
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EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

I wanted to do. I really didn’t want God to be a part of my life. But I 
knew He was still there, which was interesting. I would go out with 
girls, and they would say, “You’re a nice guy.” 

But I didn’t want to be the nice guy.

I felt God’s presence in such a powerful way, but in spite of that, I 
actually said, “God, get out of my life!” It’s such a strange part of 
my testimony and looking back, that was a really scary thing for 
me to demand.

The reason I believe I had a sense that God existed was because of 
my mom. Those that knew her told me my mom was a Christian. 
At 26 years old, she died of Hodgkin’s disease when I was only five 
months old. She never left the hospital after giving birth to me.

Through a dream, God showed me that my mother dedicated me 
to the Lord because she loved Jesus. That’s why I believe I had a 
prayer life without even knowing how it came to me.

My mom was really concerned about leaving this world and leav-
ing her baby behind without Christian guidance. She wanted to 
make sure I had a relationship with the Lord since my dad was not 
a Christian. I believe my mom hoped that my dad would come to 
know Christ also.

Getting back to my teenage years, I went into a really dark world. 
From the outside, I looked fine. I was on the school’s football and 
track teams, and I hung out with the popular crowd. I was into 



drinking alcohol and experimented somewhat with drugs, and 
it seemed as if the most important thing in my life was going to 
nightclubs and gyms. I wanted to experience everything life had 
to offer. 

It was about this time that my older sister started talking to me 
about Jesus. During one winter, my sister and her husband drove 
to Southern California and attended Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. 
After returning to Michigan on one of those trips, I noticed some-
thing different about my sister. I could see it in her eyes. She was 
glowing. Her whole life had changed, and she and my brother-in-
law started having home Bible studies. 

She said, “Joey, I know God. You, too, can really know God 
personally.”

I was so interested in what my sister had inside her because it was 
a radical change. So, I started going to my brother-in-law’s home 
Bible study. There was just one problem. I had to make a decision. 
I wanted the things of the Lord, but I didn’t really want to give up 
the things of the world.

At 16, the womanizing thing in my life started getting stronger, 
and I cut off my relationship with my sister. I didn’t want anything 
to do with her. Occasionally, I would see her and she would always 
talk about Christ. It was like she was a bright light in my dark 
world and I would end up getting mad at her.

CHAPTER ONE
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At one point, I started living with my girlfriend, and my sister 
would say, “You know the Bible says that’s wrong.” I shot back, 
“Doesn’t the Bible say, ‘judge not lest you be judged?’” I was 
shocked. I don’t even know how I came up with that specific scrip-
ture. I just wanted my sister to leave me alone.

After I graduated from high school, I worked as an installer for a 
water meter company in the Detroit area. I took the jobs nobody 
else would take and worked hard. I poured myself into work-
ing and getting ahead and quickly went up the company ladder. 
Because I was a workaholic, my company promoted me to super-
visor, then manager, and after some time, the general manager. I 
was making a lot of money. So, I bought a house, rented it out, and 
made even more money.

At 22, I worked many hours and traveled to different states, and 
the stress and pressure became too much. I was asked to do a lot 
of public speaking, and I started having anxiety. I didn’t like it, so 
I decided to see a doctor. To relax me, he prescribed Xanax. The 
problem, though, was my all-or-nothing personality. Sometimes I 
would take one, and sometimes I would take three, or four, or five. 
I went overboard.

So, I’m taking these pills, I’m trying to keep things going, and nobody 
even knows. Outwardly, it looks like I’m doing very well. I was the 
life-of-the-party kind of guy and made people laugh. But inside, 
I was dying. The pressure was really getting to me, and I wanted 
to kill myself. I had already attained the house, the company car,  
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the position, and all this stuff, but it just left me empty. There was 
nothing I wanted in life.

I began plotting my suicide. I would imagine closing my garage 
door and laying down on the ground next to my car’s exhaust pipe. 
I envisioned falling asleep to never waking up again. That was my 
plan. Killing myself would take away all the stress. 

But then I thought it through some more. What if my girlfriend 
came home and found me? I didn’t want that to happen. She would 
have to live with that for the rest of her life.

Then, I thought, How can I get my girlfriend to move out? 

The same day I imagined all of this, my girlfriend came home from 
work that evening and said she had to talk with me. “You know 
what,” she said, “I need to move out. I don’t think God approves 
of what we are doing. We’re living together as boyfriend and girl-
friend, and this is wrong.”

Interesting. 

While I was still trying to figure out how to get her out of the house, 
she told me she was going to move! That seemed kind of weird. It 
was too easy. She packed everything up, including all the furniture, 
and left. She was gone, but my suicidal thoughts remained. After 
all that, I couldn’t go through with it.

Now, in my empty house, I was really depressed. Every day, when 
I came home from work, I would go from the front door to the 
bedroom, sleep, wake up, and go to work. Repeat. All the rooms in 
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the house were empty. It was just wasted space. Surprisingly, one 
night, I thought it would be nice if someone moved in with me. 
Then I thought about my sister. I wasn’t thinking about the fact 
that she was a radical born-again Christian, but just the reality of 
how her family would fit perfectly into my house. The very next 
morning, my phone rang, and it was her.

“Joey, we’re moving to Florida, but we have to remain in Michigan 
for two weeks,” she said. “Our U-Haul is packed and we have 
nowhere to stay. Can we come live with you?”

I was driving in my car and literally pulled my cell phone away 
from my face and stared at it. 

What is going on? 

I told her that she could move in and stay as long as they wanted.

My sister, brother-in-law, and their three children moved in, and 
that very night, I shared with my sister how stressful my life was. 
I let her know the corporate world was killing me. She didn’t say 
much in response. She didn’t counsel me or anything. She just said, 
“Let’s pray.”

My sister reached out her hand and grabbed mine. As I was pray-
ing, I saw my life as just shattered glass. I prayed, God, I’ve got 
nothing to give you. I’ve made a total mess of my life. Can you do 
something with this mess? and I started crying.

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED



As I held her hand, I felt this warmth go through mine and into 
my whole body. I felt God’s presence fill me, and all the weight of 
the world fell from my shoulders. I felt that peace that surpasses all 
understanding enter my life.

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. – Philippians 4:6, 7

God radically changed my life at that moment. My sister said she 
saw “a black darkness” come out of me when we prayed. I believe 
her because I felt a change instantly. Not everybody feels that, but I 
felt the Holy Spirit come inside of me. On October 29, 1995, I gave 
my life to Christ. He took my messed-up life and made me new. 

My sister and her husband also prayed that I would have an intense 
desire for God’s Word and understanding. God answered that 
prayer immediately as well. I opened the Bible, and it made sense 
to me, and I couldn’t put it down.

Soon after, my brother-in-law started a Calvary Chapel in Michigan, 
and the church asked me if I wanted to teach the Bible to teens. I 
knew that many of these kids had grown up reading the Bible. As 
a new believer, I didn’t think I could teach them. I was very intim-
idated by that, but all I knew was that I loved the Lord, and I loved 
talking about the Word of God. I told the church I’d try it.

CHAPTER ONE
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I’ll never forget the first day, sitting there with a small youth group, 
opening up the Bible and my notes. Something extraordinary hap-
pened. Some of the kids had tears in their eyes. The Holy Spirit 
showed up. That was when I realized that I really liked teaching 
God’s Word.

His Word is so powerful.

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. – Hebrews 4:12

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
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I was so empty.

Success in the corporate world no longer meant anything. Even 
though I was doing well at work, God had called me to do some-
thing else. He called me to teach His Word and to serve others.

I loved my new assignment! I just kept soaking in the Word and 
having fellowship with other believers. The Lord changed my life 
radically, and I had the joy and peace of the Lord that I never had 
before.

I kept studying God’s Word even though I had a lot on my plate. 
As the general manager of the water meter company, I sold and 
installed meter systems throughout neighboring cities and munic-
ipalities. Still, I made sure to schedule the midweek and Sunday 
morning Bible studies for the kids and an additional prayer meet-
ing during the week.

CHAPTER TWO

CLOSING THE 
CORPORATE DOOR
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I just wanted the things of the Lord, and that meant more to me 
than anything.

As the general manager, I could somewhat make my own hours 
and schedule. Jokingly, I say that my Franklin Planner used to be 
my Bible before I came to know Christ. I still used the planner for 
scheduling, but now, God was my top priority, and I started plan-
ning my work around church time! 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you. – Matthew 6:33

Shortly after accepting Christ, there came a day at the office when 
I arrived at a crossroads.

One morning as I was sitting at my desk, my secretary came into 
the office and told me three callers were on hold, I had an appoint-
ment with someone in 30 minutes, and two other people were 
waiting to speak with me. After she walked out, I put my hands 
on my desk and pushed back my chair. I felt like I was on a freight 
train going too fast, and I couldn’t keep up with it.

I had created a monster!

I prayed, God, do you want me to walk out? What do you want me 
to do? I don’t know if I can handle this. During prayer, I felt the Lord 
give me peace and direction: “Stay here until I tell you.”

So, that’s what I did. I became more productive because I had 
peace. I was able to handle stress because I had God in my life.  
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No longer was the corporate world my god—neither was the suc-
cess and the money. I brought everything I did to the Lord through 
prayer. Everything!

I prayed, God, anytime you want me to walk away from this job, 
I will. But for now, I will give it 100 percent because this is where I 
work. I want to be a witness for you.

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
– Matthew 6:24

Everywhere I went, I talked about the Lord. I shared Him with 
everybody. Because I was the person that hired and fired person-
nel, I would share the Gospel at every opportunity I had during the 
interviews. I didn’t care if I would lose my job because now my life 
was centered on Christ. Serving Him is what I cared about most.

He continues to be my top priority today.

Interestingly, after being told by a co-worker friend that maybe 
I should “tone it down” with my talk about Jesus at work during 
interviews, there was an instance when the subject of Jesus entered 
a conversation. That surprised me because I intended to listen to 
my co-worker’s advice. I tried hard not to bring up Jesus. But it was 
through the interviewee’s words, not my own, that prompted us to 
talk about Jesus. 
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I learned a lesson about Jesus at work. No matter what I did, when I 
sought the kingdom of God first, the Lord would lead me. I no 
longer had to be torn by whether I should bring up Jesus or not in  
conversation. All I needed to do was be in tune with the Holy Spirit.

One time, I needed to confront a city manager because we were 
losing thousands of dollars per day. We had a contract for one year, 
so I figured out the potential total loss would have been an astro-
nomical amount.

I repeatedly called the city manager to discuss the project, how-
ever he never took my calls. I left voicemail messages but he never 
responded. The situation caused me to press into God more, 
get direction from the Holy Spirit, and really pray. Afterward, I 
decided to go to the city manager’s office unannounced. I walked 
into his place of work and told the secretary that I needed to talk 
to him right away. She said he was busy, but I walked right passed 
her into his room. I felt that God had given me a prompt, so I 
bolted in. 

God showed His hand so strongly.

I looked at the city manager and got right into it. I showed him 
how much we would lose by the end of the contract, pointing out 
that his cost for the project was incorrect. I told him we were in the 
business to make money.

Suddenly, the guy looked at me and started asking me questions 
about my background, schooling, and such. I explained my past, 
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which led me to become a youth minister. And right away, there 
was this greater connection between us. I think it was simply that 
the Lord showed up. 

“You know, my wife and I are looking for a church,” he said. 

I told him that I was serving at Calvary Chapel and that I could 
find a local church in his area. Right there, I was able to minister to 
him and pray that he would receive Christ.

After our time of talking and praying, he made a phone call to facil-
itate a complete change in the contract for our benefit. At the end 
of the call, I realized how much God’s hand was on my visit with 
him. Because I was ministry-minded, God blessed our impromptu 
meeting and was able to work on the man’s heart through me. That 
encounter was for greater than I could have ever expected!

God knew that this gentleman and his wife were looking for 
a church and looking for God, and they didn’t even realize it. I 
believe the timing was just right to go into that office, but I also 
realized God used that moment for me. God allows tests in our 
lives, but they are always for us, not against us.

If we can get into that mindset, to pause, and pray—I know this 
test is for me. Help me, Lord, not to be fearful, not to get worried, 
not become stressed out. Help me to figure out how to pass this test. 
What should I do? We will see God do the unexpected.

When we are going through tests, sometimes it’s very uncomfortable. 
Hopefully, those tests cause us to draw closer to God.
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On another occasion, our company had just signed on for a big, 
two-year project and we needed an office closer to the work. I was 
in charge of finding that space. I prayed over every office space 
available in the city and within the local area during my search. 
Where would you have us go, Lord?

He shut every door during two months of searching.

I had always been able to power through these types of challenges 
at work. But this time, God literally shut the door at every place I 
went. Every single place was shut. God, I want to honor you, but 
you’re making me look bad. What is happening? I prayed.

At a meeting with the owner, he probed, “What is going on? We 
don’t have office space yet? What are you doing?” It was the first 
time that he ever had to reprimand me. The only time.

All I could say was that I was working on it.

And then he looked at me as if to say, Well, you’re not doing a very 
good job.

I walked away from that meeting blaming God, which you should 
never do. 

I got into my car, started driving, and spread out the newspaper 
business classifieds across my steering wheel, trying to find office 
space to rent. Frustrated, I finally pulled over and parked, and 
started crying out to God.
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I don’t know what to do! I’m trying to make this work. I’m looking 
to you and it’s not working. So, what do I do?

I kid you not, I looked up and there’s a building right next to where 
I parked. God prompted, “Go in there and ask them if they have 
office space.”

God! There’s no “For Rent” sign in front of the building. 

I thought I had lost my mind. Was this really God speaking to me? 
I didn’t know.

Nevertheless, I walked in the door, and it’s a dentist office. I’m 
standing in a long line of people getting ready to sign in, and I’m 
looking around, thinking, this place doesn’t have anything for rent. 
This is crazy and I started to walk out.

“Ask if they have office space available,” the Lord said.

I got back in line, and when it was my turn to talk to the reception-
ist, sure enough, she told me that there was office space!

I asked if I could get a phone number to contact someone about the 
rental, and she said, “Well, yes. Isn’t it on the sign outside the office?” 

I told her there was no sign, and she said, “Oh, that’s right! They 
took the sign down.” Then she gave me the owner’s phone number.

Wow, Lord! Okay, that’s good! I’m not going crazy. At least I heard 
from You!
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I called up the gentleman and he had his people show me the area 
right there. It was another dental area, and it would have taken a 
lot of time and a lot of money to make it work.

Back to my conversation with God. Okay, Lord, what is going on? 
The space is in a neighborhood that I don’t even like and it’s not going 
to work.

As I was conversing with the property owner, he tells me he has 
another office space on the other side of town, but it was double 
the square footage. I told him that the lease was probably not in 
our budget, and he replied, “Well, what if we give it to you for the 
same amount?”

I prayed. 

“Let me take a look,” I said. 

As we went over to the property, I saw that it was ready to move in 
to, located in a much nicer area with a beautiful neighborhood—
everything was better—and double the space. 

I said, “Let’s do it. Let’s sign the lease.”

We had the project for two years and the entire office space for a 
fraction of the cost. Completely beyond my expectation!

It pays to wait upon God. It always pays to wait upon Him.

Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen 
your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord! – Psalm 27:14
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One more thing about this story. Obviously, we know that the Lord 
is always the best solution. But God sometimes delays an answer 
to prayer in order to perform a greater work so that He is glorified.

Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be gracious to 
you;  And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have 
mercy on you.  For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are 
all those who wait for Him. – Isaiah 30:18

Many times, I’ve witnessed other people say that they are waiting 
upon the Lord for something, pray, and then give up. Perhaps out 
of frustration, they think, I’m just going to do this myself, Lord, or 
they will say, “I got this.”

Let me encourage you to trust His timing. We need to put our 
hope in the very One that saved us. Trust His will. Don’t blame 
God. His timing is not our timing. God is the last one you want to 
blame. It never works out for good when we blame God.

Trust God. Keep calling out to Him. We are going to have battles, 
but the battle belongs to the Lord and greater is He who is in us 
than he that is in the world. 

Out of the depths I have cried to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive 
To the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who could stand? 
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But with You there is forgiveness, 
That You may be feared. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
And in His word I hope; 
My soul waits for the Lord 
More than watchmen for the morning, 
Yes, more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
And with Him is plentiful redemption. 
And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.   
– Psalm 130:1-8

As a youth pastor, I had the opportunity to take my youth group 
to a summer camp in Indiana. During the final session, the pastor 
taught from Ecclesiastes 3, “A time and a Season for Everything 
Under the Sun.” In the midst of his teaching, he stopped and said, 
“I believe there is someone here, who the Lord is speaking to about 
your employment. All He said to you was ‘Let it go’ and you need 
to let it go.” 

I immediately recalled that five years prior, at a conference, came 
the exact three words: Let it go! The hairs on the back of my head 
stood up because it was evident that the Lord was speaking to me. 
I received this as confirmation that the Lord was closing the door 
on my corporate career.

I let it go.
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I heard a voice.

It was Sunday, June 25, 2000, at four o’clock in the morning.

I was still in bed, struggling with a night of restless sleep, when I 
heard someone say very distinctly, “In the twinkling of an eye.” 

I had been listening to Pastor Chuck Smith’s teaching tapes a lot. I 
couldn’t get enough of them after my sister and brother-in-law 
shared with me about Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. Yes, the same 
Chuck Smith who is credited for being the leader of the Jesus 
Movement in the ‘60s. I must have dozed off, and my brother-in-
law, a pastor, must have said it while getting ready for Sunday ser-
vice. But it wasn’t him.

Was God telling me the rapture was coming soon?

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God … Behold, I tell you a mystery: 
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We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye … and we shall be 
changed.” – 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52

Little did I know that my life was about to radically change—in a 
twinkling.

Since the Lord had made it very clear that I should step away from 
the corporate world, I shared with the company owner that I was 
leaving. After patiently listening to me, he allowed me to take a 
60-day sabbatical from work. He wanted me to really make sure 
about my decision. 

I was planning on going on a missionary trip to Nicaragua, but I 
couldn’t get Pastor Chuck out of my mind. If the rapture was 
coming soon, I wanted to go to Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, the 
mothership, the home base for Pastor Chuck, and the church that 
started what Time magazine called “The Jesus Revolution.”

I loved the thought of meeting Pastor Chuck, but I wanted to make 
sure my priorities were aligned with the Lord’s will. Was I more cen-
tered on “receiving” rather than “giving?” Fourth of July weekend 
was coming up, and I reasoned that there was nothing wrong with 
giving the church a call to see if they were doing anything special. 

So, I called.

“Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. How can I help you?”

It was the most beautiful, sweetest, adorable Scottish accent I had 
ever heard. I’m not exaggerating.
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“Hi, I’m calling from one of the Calvary Chapel churches in 
Michigan, and I’m trying to figure out if the Fourth of July week-
end would be a good time to come visit. 

“Oh, yes,” she said, “Crystal Lewis will be singing at the church 
for this weekend’s special concert.” Then, abruptly, she blurted out, 
“Just come on out.”

I don’t mean to sound super-spiritual, but my heart just did some-
thing weird when she said that. Something happened inside me 
when she said, “Just come on out.” I felt compelled. I felt like the 
Lord spoke right to me through her—whoever this girl was—she 
spoke with all authority and assurance.

So, I called the airlines to see when their planes flew out to Los 
Angeles, but the flights to LAX were already booked. However, if I 
was willing to wait on standby for an open seat, there was a flight 
boarding in 40 minutes. 

It’s about a 40-minute drive to get to the airport from my house. 
If the Lord wanted me there, He would make a way. I packed up 
quickly. This was crazy. I couldn’t believe I was doing this all at the 
spur of the moment. 

I hopped in my car and headed for the airport, but when I got 
on the expressway, all these signs read “Closed for Construction.” 
I turned onto an onramp, where the sign was moved over so 
that vehicles could get on, but I didn’t know if that was just for  
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construction workers or everyone. I knew that I probably wouldn’t 
make it if I hit any traffic whatsoever.

I took the expressway. 

As I was driving, I noticed that I was the only one on the free-
way. I mean the only one. Not even construction workers were 
there—no workers, no construction, and not one car on the entire 
expressway.

This is weird. 

I’m driving towards the Detroit airport, sailing along, and making 
perfect time. If I had hit even a little bit of traffic, I wouldn’t have 
made it. Instead, I arrived at the airport with minutes to spare. I 
ran to the ticket counter, and lo and behold, the gate attendant told 
me somebody had canceled and to hurry up and board the plane.

I arrived in Los Angeles Sunday night and woke up the follow-
ing day simply wanting to slow down and spend some time with 
the Lord. After spending a few hours at the beach, I drove to 
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa just to grab a bulletin and see what 
was happening. 

As I was making my way to the church, I listened to Pastor Chuck 
on the car radio. He described his ministry in the early days, shar-
ing that he had tremendous financial pressures, even taking a 
secular job to support his family and stay in the ministry. Pastor 
Chuck had to work outside the church for the first seventeen years 
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of his ministry, though he was convinced the Lord had called him. 
There were times when he even questioned the calling. I was lis-
tening intently to what he had to say.

God, he said, have you called me to be a businessman? I seem to 
do well and find ease in the business world. I find it easy to make 
money. And, Lord, I can be a good Christian businessman. I could 
support the church and support someone else in the ministry.

But God would not allow Pastor Chuck to escape His call. The 
vision of serving the Lord kept burning in his heart, even though 
he questioned his calling.

“Did God really call me into the ministry?” he said. “I am what I 
am—not by my own desires, not by my own will. I am what I am 
by His will. I’ve committed my life to Him, to His Word, and to 
serve others.” 

I just started crying as I felt the presence of God. It was one of 
those radical times when I felt the Lord’s nearness in such a pow-
erful way.

I called out, “Lord, I’m a Christian businessman. I don’t want to be 
a Christian businessman. I want to serve You full-time!”

Right then, I believed this was the final confirmation to step out of 
the corporate world. It was a special time. I felt God’s love, peace, 
and joy overwhelmingly by His Holy Spirit. It was quite a start to 
the first day of my trip.
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But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. – Isaiah 40:31

I finally arrived at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. 

I walked into the church office, and right away, a pastor greeted me 
who was standing behind the counter in the reception area.

“Hi, there! How can I help you?”

“Hi, I’m Joe. I just flew in from Michigan.”

“What brings you out to California?” he asked.

“I really don’t know, but I believe the Lord wants me to be here.”

Then he asked if I wanted him to pray for me, and I said sure. 
We bowed our heads, and closed our eyes, and he prayed for me. 
As soon as we were done, I opened my eyes and, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, there she was. Our eyes locked. It was 
love at first sight. A girl was sitting right in front of me, facing the 
switchboard. 

Who is this beautiful woman?

“Didn’t I see you last night at the Logos Café?” Kathleen asked.

We began to talk…and talk…and talk. It was hard to leave, but I 
finally said goodbye and headed out to the parking lot. As soon as 
I opened my car door, I slipped inside and talked to God about her.
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Lord, I’m sorry. I know I said I wouldn’t begin dating a woman until 
You show me that she is to be my wife. Lord, I’m sorry that my eye 
contact was terrible and that I was way over the top. 

The way we looked at each other, yes, fireworks were going off.

Is that my wife? I asked the Lord.

During our conversation, Kathleen told me that she also worked 
part-time at the Logos Café. It was a cafeteria located on the bot-
tom floor of the Logos Building, next to Calvary Chapel Costa 
Mesa. They had a wide selection of baked goods and coffee, and 
Christian bands performed on evenings throughout the week. So 
anytime I could go over there, I did. I wanted to know this girl, and 
I was making up any excuse to get a cup of coffee.

I remember Pastor Chuck once said that whenever there’s a big 
decision in a person’s life, one should pray and fast before settling 
on anything. Keeping that in mind, I began to fast the next day and 
pray about this girl. I started reading Genesis, chapter 1 and then 
2 and came to the place that read, “For this reason, the man shall 
leave his father and mother, and cleave unto his wife to become 
one flesh” (2:24).

That verse struck me like never before. I set my Bible down and 
began to pray out loud.

Is Mary my wife? 
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And then, without realizing what I just said, I thought, Who’s 
Mary?

I knew her name had two syllables, but all of a sudden, I couldn’t 
think of her name. My mind was drawing a blank. When I fast, 
sometimes my blood sugar gets really low, and I can’t think straight. 

At that moment, the Lord distinctly said to me, “Joseph, don’t be 
afraid to take Mary to be your wife.”

This is getting really weird. My fast is over—I need to eat. This just 
isn’t making any sense whatsoever.

It was getting close to the time I needed to return home. So, on 
Sunday after church, I stopped into the church office to say good-
bye to “what’s her name.” There she was, standing behind the 
counter. And our eyes met again.

“I’m going back to Michigan tomorrow,” I said.

Upon hearing that news, Kathleen handed me an audio tape that 
I had asked for in a previous conversation. She had spoken at a 
women’s conference in London, and I was interested in listening 
to it.

Just then, someone came into the office and called out, “Kathleen, 
someone would like you to pray with her.” We looked at each other, 
and then a woman came in, grabbing Kathleen’s full attention. I 
managed to wave goodbye to her with the tape in my hand. 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED



Once in my car, I pushed the tape into the cassette player and began 
listening to Kathleen share her testimony. Before coming to the 
United States, she was a former Scottish jazz singer. “All my life,” 
she said, “I’ve been called by my middle name, Mary. But when I 
came to the United States, I went by my first name, Kathleen, since 
it means pure.”

Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary to be your wife.

I stopped the tape and just sat there in my car. I realized the Lord 
was telling me that “Mary” and “Kathleen” were the same person. 
God was confirming and guiding me.

Later that day, I was able to get Kathleen’s phone number from 
a mutual friend. I called her and told her that I really needed to 
talk to her in person. She told me that she was going out with her 
friends and was going to meet up with this guy from out of town 
at a restaurant. 

“We want to make him feel welcome like we did for you,” she said. 
“You’re more than welcome to join us.” 

“That would be great! I’d love to.” 

She told me where and when, and I agreed to meet with them later. 
As I’m hanging up the phone, I’m thinking, Maybe she’s only being 
nice to me because I’m from out of town too. I became discouraged, 
reasoning that the only thing I had going for me was the out-of-
town card. I felt like a fiery dart had just hit my chest.
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I continued to pray and resolved to show up at the restaurant, 
determined to see if she was on the same page before I left for 
Michigan the next night.

After dinner, we sat in her car, and I told her that I listened to her 
tape. I talked with her about the part where she shared that she 
was known, at the time, by her middle name, Mary. I shared how 
God distinctly told me, “Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary to be 
your wife.”

I remember Kathleen was wearing a white jacket with a hood. As I 
was talking, she put the hood over her head. It seemed like a holy 
moment. The Lord was right there in the car with us.

Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and every-
one whose spirit was willing, and they brought the Lord’s 
offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all 
its service, and for the holy garments. – Exodus 35:21 

“Kathleen, “I’m very attracted to you,” I said. “I don’t want you to 
think that just God is doing this, but I’m totally, 100 percent in 
this. I believe God is telling me that you are my wife.”

After I paused from talking, Kathleen, covered in her white jacket, 
turned, and looked me right in the eyes.

“This is a God moment!” she said in her sweet Scottish accent. 

“That day you came into the office, as I was getting ready to go 
back to work on the switchboard,” she continued, “I offered up this 
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random prayer to God. Lord, if Joe is my husband, tell him to call 
me. I knew you didn’t have my number. It was just so off the wall 
because I was really thinking about you. I told the Lord, Get this 
man out of my life, or make it clear that he’s my husband, one or the 
other. And within a minute, my cell phone rang, and it was you.”

This was a God moment. It was a miracle of miracles. 

On Monday, the day I was to fly back home, someone offered to 
drive me to the airport. However, there was a major accident, 
blocking traffic all the way to LAX, and the freeway shut down. 
Instead of the Moses-parting-the-Red-Sea moment that hap-
pened on the way to the Detroit Metro Airport for my flight to Los 
Angeles, this was the complete opposite.

We missed the flight and we had to turn around and come back.

However, looking back, it was clear that this was part of God’s 
plan. The next day, it “just so happened” that Kathleen was now 
part of the group of church friends that were dropping me off at 
the airport.

Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with 
us, do not bring us up from here.  So the Lord said to 
Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; 
for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by 
name.” – Exodus 33:15, 17

When we got to the airport, they all agreed to wait with me at the 
terminal. My mind started to race, anticipating leaving Kathleen, 
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and thinking I can’t wait anymore. As we were waiting for my fight, 
I got down on my knee and I asked her to marry me. 

“Yes!” she exclaimed.

This was the unofficial proposal (without the ring) before I flew 
home. And then just like that, she was gone, and I couldn’t get her 
out of my mind.

Once back in Michigan, I decided to call Pastor Chuck right away. 

“Hello, Pastor Chuck. I don’t know if you remember me, but I want 
to ask for Kathleen’s hand in marriage.”

“Oh? Pause. “Well, Kay and I are very fond of Kathleen. I need to 
get to know you.”

I thought he was going to say, “No problem.” I didn’t know I was 
going to get grilled. We agreed to meet during a retreat in Murrieta, 
California, at Calvary Chapel’s conference center.

I drove to the retreat with Kathleen and Chuck’s wife, Kay, and 
admitted I was a little nervous. I didn’t know what to expect.

“Oh, he’s going to love you. Don’t you worry about it,” Kay said.

Pastor Chuck asked me great questions like “How long have you 
been saved?” and “Where are you employed?”

I told him I was leaving the corporate world and giving him this 
big, long answer to why I’m not employed. I know my status 
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doesn’t look good. There were no responses from him, and I was 
sweating a lot.

He’s not saying anything. I don’t think he likes me. There’s no good 
or bad—or any response. I’m wondering if it will take years before 
he gives me the okay to marry Kathleen.

After our conversation, I was so beat up, not knowing if I had said 
things right. I tried to put myself in his shoes, thinking the guy is 
not working and all these crazy things.

That evening at the conference, we ate dinner in the dining hall, 
and I sat at the table with Pastor Chuck. I was still nervous as I sat 
there with him, and I replayed our interview over and over in my 
mind. After dinner, we all went into the sanctuary to hear Pastor 
Chuck’s teaching. I can’t remember one word he taught. It was all a 
blur. After he finished, all the people were getting up to leave, and 
Pastor Chuck came over and put his hand on my shoulder.

“Well, Joe,” he said, “you have my blessing.”

He who finds a wife finds a good thing,   
And obtains favor from the Lord.  
– Proverbs 18:22
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Meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to 
us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as 
I ought to speak. – Colossians 4:3-4

A woman prayed.  
She believed God spoke to her. 
She prayed again. 

How Calvary Chapel of the Harbour started does not simply begin 
with Kathleen and me. It began when Vivian, a local resident of 
Sunset Beach, prayed to God to open a door. God used Vivian 
to help plant a seed that grew and flourished into a remarkable, 
vibrant church. It was a door that not only led to the birth of a 
church but also the transformation of thousands of lives. The 
supernatural has taken place ever since.

In 2000, after I asked Kathleen to be my wife, I moved to California, 
we got married, and I came on staff as one of the assistant pastors 
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at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. I loved it and I learned a lot. I was 
officiating weddings and memorial services, answering the prayer 
phone lines, and all kinds of pastoral opportunities. Being a youth 
pastor in Michigan was good training for the next phase of my 
ministry work. I enjoyed this season in my life so much that I 
didn’t really grasp that it was all preparation to be the senior pastor 
of a church one day.

Three years later, in 2003, Pastor Jon, one of the other pastors on 
staff, asked me to assist him at one of the Bible studies on Tuesday 
nights. I accepted. I did a lot of the behind-the-scenes things, such 
as administrative tasks and organizing the prayer team after the 
study with those who attended. I really enjoyed this new role at the 
church. I also spent a lot of time praying for Pastor Jon as he was 
teaching the book of Revelation on Tuesday nights. 

Periodically throughout the week, I would meet with him and have 
coffee. One of those times, Pastor Jon mentioned Sunset Beach. He 
shared that he and his wife, Tammy, had taken a 20-minute drive 
from Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa to this charming seaside village by 
the beach. It had been established in 1904 and developed over the 
years because of the 1920 discovery of oil in the Huntington Beach 
Oil Field. Since its founding, the city had never had a church.

“Joe,” he said, “I really believe there needs to be a work there.” 

“A work,” in Christian terms, means a work of the Holy Spirit. 
Many times, Pastor Jon and I had witnessed a work of the Holy 
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Spirit at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. It was there we witnessed the 
work of God restore marriages, break addictions, bring people to 
repentance, and turn their hearts to Jesus.

“Maybe I could teach a small Bible study there,” Jon continued. “I 
was wondering if you could help me look around and try to find a 
place in Sunset Beach.”

I didn’t even know where Sunset Beach was located. When I came 
out from Michigan to Orange County, I had been in my own little 
world as a church mouse on staff at Calvary Chapel. I didn’t get 
out very much. 

After finding Sunset Beach on a map, I drove around town and 
tried to find a place for the group study. The unique thing about 
Sunset Beach, there wasn’t a lot of parking. Holding a Bible study 
with not much parking for cars was challenging. While spending 
time in and around Sunset, I would just mostly pray. I felt that 
prayer was exactly what the Lord wanted me to do.

One day, I heard the Lord say, “Pray over the land and meet the 
people.”

I spent months just praying. I’d go to the beach and pray for the 
community. I’d walk through the neighborhoods and pray. I would 
drive by housing tracts and apartment complexes, stretch out my 
hand through my car window and pray over the homes.
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Lord, start a work here in Sunset Beach before we start a Bible study.

It wasn’t easy to find a place. Pastor Jon had a following and we 
needed to find a decent-sized area. We reasoned that if the Lord 
wanted to do a work, He would make a way. Two or three months 
passed just driving around Sunset Beach, walking, meeting the 
people, and praying.

One day, I went to a dining and shopping area in Huntington 
Harbour called “Peter’s Landing” and discovered a space I thought 
might be a good fit. As I was praying about the space, I felt the 
Lord speak to my heart, “You’re going to be the one that’s going to 
do the work, not Pastor Jon.” I was astonished!

God, I don’t want to do the work. You know that I’m excited about 
Pastor Jon doing this church plant.

Later, I tried to get a hold of someone at Peter’s Landing. My calls 
to management were never returned. Basically, I think they didn’t 
want to talk to me. They weren’t interested in us trying to lease 
something from them. Finally, I found a small community center 
where the Sunset Beach Women’s Club met, and the door swung 
wide open for us. The more time I spent at Sunset Beach, the more 
the Lord kept prompting my heart repeatedly, You’re going to be the 
one. You’re going to be the one that’s going to do the work in Sunset 
Beach.

I kept fighting it. How could this search, initiated by Pastor Jon, be 
about me leading or pastoring a church in Sunset Beach?
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I brought up the subject to my wife, thinking that maybe she’s in 
tune with what I’m hearing from the Lord. Could it be that the 
Lord is speaking to Kathleen too? I believed that Jesus might be 
saying to us that we’re going to start the work.

“When do we have time? She asked. “We’re at Calvary Costa Mesa 
all the time. We’re too busy trying to play catch up on the one day 
off we do have. How is that going to work?”

Kathleen’s response made sense. 

“I don’t know, I answered, “but I think that’s what the Lord is saying.”

I was excited to meet with Pastor Jon again to inform him that the 
Women’s Club was available. As soon as I sat down with him at our 
meeting, I shared it with him. 

“Jon, I found it! There’s a little community center where the Sunset 
Beach Women’s Club is meeting, and they agreed that we can have 
the Bible study there.”

We began talking and then Jon ended our casual chit-chat and 
said, “Joe, Tammy and I have been praying. I believe the Lord 
showed my wife and me that it’s not us. It’s going to be you, Joe, 
and Kathleen. God wants you to start this work. I can’t say it’s ‘Thus 
sayeth the Lord,’ but I’m pretty sure that’s what the Lord is saying.”

Pastor Jon’s words confirmed what the Lord had shared with me. 
I told him I had received the same message from the Lord; how-
ever, I didn’t plan on bringing up the subject prior to him sharing.  
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We knew it was the Lord who spoke to us. God was showing us 
both. It was a blessing that I would be praying for Pastor Jon while 
he taught the Bible study, but now the roles would be reversed.

“We’ll hold you up with prayer as you go out to start the work,” he 
said.

So, that’s how that all started.

When I told Kathleen, at first, she was upset—but in a funny way.

“Why is Pastor Jon’s burden all of a sudden our burden?” she said 
in her adorable Scottish accent.

I knew that the Lord would speak to Kathleen.

“Honey, I know this is from the Lord. I’m sure the Lord will show 
you and confirm it to you. He’s already confirmed it to me. He’ll 
also show you,” I said to her.

Still, Kathleen wasn’t too excited about it because it just didn’t 
make sense. How were we going to find time to do another Bible 
study? We were already doing the Newly Married Couples fellow-
ship and teaching. I was assisting Pastor Jon on Tuesday nights. We 
were at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa a lot. We were there five to six 
days a week, day and night.

“Don’t worry,” I assured her. “I don’t know how it’s going to work, 
but it will work.”
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While trying to figure this all out, something incredible happened. 
Pastor Chuck’s Sunday night Bible studies were being broadcast 
over the radio. On one particular Sunday near the end of service, 
Pastor Chuck announced from the pulpit, “If anyone needs prayer, 
come on up front.”

I was one of the pastors standing up front, below the stage. After 
waiting in one of the long lines to pray with a pastor, a woman and 
her whole family came up to me for prayer. 

“Pastor, we need prayer,” she said. 

“Okay, how can I pray for you?” I asked. “What’s your name”?

“I’m Vivian. I just need you to pray over our family,” she said. I 
prayed and it was a beautiful thing. When I finished, she looked at 
me and said, “You need to come to my house.”

“Thank you for the invite, but I’m always here. This is my house. 
You can visit me at the church any time.”

 “No,” she said with tears in her eyes. “You don’t understand. You 
need to come to my home. Please come to my home.” 

“That’s very sweet of you,” I said, “that warms my heart that you 
want me to come to your home.” 

If I were to go over to everybody’s home that I had prayed with, 
I wouldn’t have time to do anything else. I thanked her again, but 
she stopped me. 
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“No. You must come to my home,” she said.

I didn’t know why she wanted me to visit her at her home so badly. 
I just assumed she was being nice, and she wanted me to hang out 
with her family. There was just a connection there, but she didn’t 
communicate why.

The following day was Monday. I woke up and strongly felt that 
the Lord wanted me to invite Vivian to the Bible study that we 
were going to start in Sunset Beach. We hadn’t even started it yet! 
In my mind, I was arguing with God. Lord, I don’t want to take 
people away from Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa. It doesn’t make sense. 
I want to reach new people in Sunset Beach. I was really struggling 
with that and what our priorities should be.

I shared my thoughts with my wife and said, “Kathleen, I was 
thinking about Vivian, and I believe the Lord wants me to invite 
her to our Bible study in Sunset Beach.” After communicating that 
to Kathleen, I somewhat dismissed the subject because it didn’t 
make any sense and guessed it probably wasn’t from the Lord.

As was typical on Mondays, our regular day off, Kathleen and I 
would drive to Sunset Beach and pray over the homes there. On that 
specific Monday, we drove down a street and hit a dead end. As I 
turned the car around to go back, I glanced over and saw a life-size 
mural of Jesus leaning against the wall of a house, tucked in next 
to the front door. Jesus was knocking at a door without a handle,  
illustrating that only a person can open the door to let Him in. 
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Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine 
with him, and he with Me. – Revelation 3:20 

“Honey, look,” I exclaimed. “It looks like a Christian lives in that 
house.” I was thinking, Great! Maybe they will come to our Bible 
studies.

Sure enough, Kathleen suggested we stop and invite them to the 
study, even though she still wasn’t settled on the premise that we 
would lead a Bible study in Sunset Beach. She was just following 
my lead, still processing, and telling herself: “Okay, we’re going to 
do this!” 

However, I felt a little apprehensive. I didn’t know what to do after 
seeing the Jesus image on the house. I asked my wife, “Should we 
just knock on the door?”

“Yes. Just knock on the door,” she said.

I parked the car, we both got out, went up to the front door, and 
knocked. To my surprise, Vivian opened the door! 

My jaw dropped open and Vivian’s reaction was the same.

I was the first to speak, “Well, Vivian, you invited me to your home, 
didn’t you?”

We all realized we were on holy ground. What transpired didn’t 
seem natural. What happened was supernatural!
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She invited us in and began to tell us her story. 

“Last night,” she said, “my husband and I were driving home from 
the mall and listening to Pastor Chuck on the car radio. Pastor 
Chuck said, ‘If anyone needs prayer, come on up front.’ At that 
very moment, we were driving past the church. I don’t even go to 
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, but I told my husband, ‘Honey, I need 
prayer.’ But he just continued to drive. I then shouted, ‘I will jump 
out of this car if you don’t stop. I have to get prayer!’”

Vivian continued telling us what had happened. Her husband 
pulled into the church parking lot, and she got out of the car and 
ran to the entrance doors of the church. She saw the pastors who 
were available for prayer at the front.

“When I saw you, Vivian added, “God spoke to me and said, ‘That’s 
the man that’s going to start the work in your home.’ I know this 
place will be used as a lighthouse in Sunset Beach. That’s why I 
invited you to my home.” 

Kathleen and I just listened. Imagine the odds! We didn’t knock on 
anybody else’s home—we knocked on Vivian’s front door the very 
next day after we prayed, insisting on coming to her home. 

How could God deliver us directly to her home? Of course, we 
know the answer.

We realized that this was a supernatural work of God. The Holy 
Spirit opened the door, confirming that we’re going to be the ones 
to launch this work in the Sunset Beach community. Even though 
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we knew this was a miracle, doubt crept in. Was this open-door 
moment a “sign and wonder?”

I started to question it and got confused. I thought, Wow! This is a 
sign and wonder. This is nothing short of a miracle. Lord, but your 
Word says only a perverse generation seeks signs and wonders.

Then the Lord spoke to my heart and made it very clear to me: 
“You’re not seeking signs and wonders. You’re seeking Me, and 
those who seek Me, signs and wonders will follow,” as found in the 
book of Acts. 

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and 
signs were done through the apostles. – Acts 2:42-43

I saw the supernatural taking place in the natural. And that’s 
what I believe this was all about. I was just looking to the Lord for 
answers, wanting His will, watching the supernatural take place, 
and watching Him work.

Looking back, my mind can’t even grasp what transpired. How did 
we find Vivian’s home the very next day? We didn’t even know 
she lived in Huntington Harbour, next to Sunset Beach! Out of 
all those houses in the area, what are the odds of that happening? 
From my point of view, those are impossible odds to calculate.

It’s just a total God’s story. He literally opened a door in the 
community where we felt God was leading us. This was beyond  
anything we could have expected!
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On Monday, March 17, 2003, we prayed for the first time at Vivian’s 
house. The following Monday, we started a Monday-night prayer 
meeting at her home. Shortly after, we also began a midweek Bible 
study in her home.

Almost two months to the day, on May 18, 2003, we started a 
Sunday church service at the Women’s Club in Sunset Beach. We 
moved forward quickly and confidently because we knew that it 
was the Lord leading us.

However, one more challenge existed before launching a church in 
Sunset Beach. I was still on staff full-time at Calvary Chapel Costa 
Mesa. I needed to talk to Pastor Chuck about how to proceed. While 
thinking it through and praying, someone advised me about possi-
bly going part-time. Doing so would free me up to start a work in 
Sunset Beach. So, I set up an appointment with Pastor Chuck.

On the day of our appointment, he was running late. It was an 
hour after our scheduled time, and I waited, praying, meditating 
upon Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep. 

 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one 
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 
and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And 
when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
– Luke 15:3-5

While waiting for Pastor Chuck, I felt the Lord was saying that the 
people here at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa are well fed. I want you 
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to leave the ninety-nine. I want you to leave the multitudes and go to 
Sunset Beach to find those who have gone astray.

I was set to ask Pastor Chuck if I could switch to part-time while 
remaining on staff, but the Lord spoke to my heart strongly. “I 
want you to go full time. You need to just step out in faith, and I’ll 
take care of you.”

I wanted to share this information with Kathleen, but she was still 
working. So, when Pastor Chuck was finally ready to talk with me, 
Kathleen joined the meeting. 

“Pastor Chuck,” I said, “I believe the Lord is leading me to start 
a work in Sunset Beach. I won’t be able to be on staff anymore at 
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa.”

Upon hearing my announcement, Kathleen looked shocked. “I 
thought we were going to go part-time,” she said. “Who’s going to 
pay the bills? How are we going to make this work?”

But the Lord made it clear to me that it was time to drop the nets.

Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.” They immediately left their nets 
and followed Him. – Mark 1:17-18

The Bible says that no man can shut a door when God opens it. We 
have been simply watching the Lord, and He has opened a door for 
us. Nobody can shut it.
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Even with all that’s happened since the COVID-19 pandemic, such 
as churches closing their doors due to mandates and restrictions, 
the Lord reminded me that we should wait on Him. The doors don’t 
belong to us. He’s opened the doors for us here in Sunset Beach, so I 
didn’t have the authority to close them. I don’t believe anybody has 
the authority to close the doors of a church because Jesus Christ is 
the head of the church. He’s the only one who has the power!

God has opened a marvelous door for us in this community. In 
2010, the Huntington Beach city council, voted to annex Sunset 
Beach making it a part of the much larger Huntington Beach city 
community. God opened this door and I believe He’s going to keep 
it open. We’ve been watching God do marvelous, wonderful things 
ever since that door opened at Vivian’s house.

The work of the church for the first five years took place in Vivian’s 
house. It was a slow start. Just one or two people showed up here 
and there. I always joke about how the church started with Vivian 
and just one other family. Then, within weeks we had a “church 
split” because the two families had a disagreement. However, one 
by one, people started coming to the Lord through our church.

The Lord has shown me that He is building this house. It’s His 
work. It’s not built on me or any other man. Our labors are fruitful 
because of Him. He’s the foundation and the head of the church.

Unless the Lord builds the house,  They labor in vain who 
build it;  Unless the Lord guards the city,  The watchman 
stays awake in vain.  – Psalm 127:1
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Something strange happened.

It was only our second Sunday service.

As a church, we met inside the Sunset Beach Woman’s Clubhouse 
on Bayview Drive. I had prepared a message, but as I walked up to 
the podium, I strongly felt the Lord say, “Lose your notes.”

It was an uncomfortable feeling, to say the least. I had my message 
all ready to go, but the Lord wanted me to trust Him with His 
message. He wanted me to be at peace and know He would deliver 
something different. At the close of my opening prayer, I shared 
with the congregation what the Lord had put upon my heart and 
put away my notes.

During the service, I spoke primarily on prayer and a few other 
things. Afterward, a woman attending our church for the first 
time approached me. Angela had theological questions. When her 
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friend drove her to church, Angela had a lot of questions. Nothing 
her friend said satisfied her quest.

“I know why you put those notes aside,” Angela told me. “You 
answered every question that I had during your sermon.”

At the time, Angela was going through treatment for breast can-
cer. Because of her treatment, she prayed for a church closer to 
her home. She had been attending a church in Anaheim but dis-
closed that on some Sunday mornings, she lacked the strength to 
dress and travel the substantial distance to the Anaheim Catholic 
church. Then her friend told her about Calvary Chapel of the 
Harbour. When Angela discovered that Sunday services were 
being held near her home, she was super excited. She asked her 
friend to drive her to this new church.

“I prayed fervently to God,” she admitted, “but I hadn’t fully sur-
rendered to Him.” Angela only knew Catholicism, and it was hard 
for her to venture to a Christian church outside her religion. “All I 
knew to pray was, God, bring me a church close to me.”

At the beginning of the sermon, after telling the congregation that 
I wasn’t going to use my notes, I said, “Today, we are going to talk 
about prayer. I believe that the Lord has told me to teach on prayer.”

At that moment, Angela said she nearly jumped out of her seat 
when she heard my introduction to the “unplanned” message. 
“That’s what was upon my heart,” she told me. “I wanted to learn 
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how to pray.” She felt that her Catholic background was inadequate 
in the area of prayer. “All I knew was to pray the “Hail Mary” and 
the “Our Father,” Angela went on. “No one ever told me you can 
just sit and talk with God.”

That same day, she decided that our church was her home. God 
had answered her prayer to bring a church closer to her. Shortly 
after that Sunday, I prayed with Angela, and she surrendered her 
life to Jesus Christ. Later, she delighted to tell others that she had 
“a little part” in bringing the church to Sunset Beach because of her 
prayers to God.

After a time, on one of my walks in the community, I bumped into 
Angela. She was with her daughter, Markelle, and her 3-year-old 
grandson, Dezi. They were walking near Markelle’s home close to 
the shoreline in Sunset Beach. It was a beautiful scene, but Angela’s 
face looked troubled. They had told me they were very concerned 
upon receiving news from doctors that Dezi had just been diag-
nosed with a severe mental disability.

At five months old, Markelle explained, Dezi had seizures and the 
doctors did not know what was wrong. He wasn’t talking, and he 
had delayed motor and sensory skills. When it was time for him 
to go to school, they had to enroll him in a special needs school, 
which required testing and evaluation. Psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists, and educators all agreed that Dezi was mentally challenged 
and needed to be enrolled in special education.
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After they shared the news with me, we prayed, and I anointed 
Dezi with oil.

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the 
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. – James 5:14-15

Two years later, Angela shared that Dezi’s special education pro-
gram moved him into regular schooling. He has been at the top 
of his class ever since. Angela said that her grandson’s success in 
education is nothing short of a miracle.

Fast forward 15 years after first praying for Dezi, God not only 
healed him, but defied the odds when “experts” evaluations were all 
proved wrong. God has blessed Dezi with a very high intelligence. 
Harvard, Princeton, amongst many other universities all offered 
Dezi a college scholarship. He chose to attend the University of 
California, Irvine, majoring in Astrophysics. He preferred to 
attend UCI to stay close to our church and his family.

We all witnessed how God miraculously healed Dezi’s mind after 
that day of prayer and anointing. And today, miracles continue to 
happen to this family.

Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas 
and Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God 
had worked through them among the Gentiles. – Acts 15:12
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Just recently, in 2020, Markelle came to the church to talk to me. 
Their family needed prayer again. Angela had a stroke and was 
taken to a hospital by ambulance. The doctors told Markelle that 
her mother’s chances of surviving were not very good, giving her 
no hope. 

While Angela was in the hospital, Markelle came to the church to 
ask me if I could talk to Dezi to explain what was happening to his 
grandmother. Markelle didn’t know what to say.

“Could you please tell Dezi that it doesn’t look like his grand-
mother is going to make it?” she asked.

I brought Dezi into one of our youth group rooms at the church 
and told him the news. As I looked at his expression, I started cry-
ing. I couldn’t help myself. It just hit me, knowing how much he 
loved his grandmother.

“Let’s just pray. Maybe God will do something,” I told Dezi. We 
prayed that the Lord would touch and heal her. I kid you not, 
within a minute, my phone rang. 

“You will never believe this!” It was Markelle. “The doctor just 
called and said my mom woke up, and the first thing she said was 
‘I need to see my pastor.’”

I jumped into my car and drove to the hospital. Once I got inside, 
the receptionist told me that the hospital was not allowing anyone 
inside because of the COVID pandemic. It was very unsettling—I 
felt that the Lord wanted me to be in Angela’s room, and there was 
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no way around it. Angela wanted me to pray for her. I remember 
looking at the hospital supervisor and telling her exactly that. It 
was such a spiritual battle.

“You know what?” I told the supervisor. “God wants me in that 
room. This is on your head!” 

I don’t usually talk that way, but it was just so disturbing that they 
would keep me from being in there, knowing that Angela almost 
died from the stroke and her chances of surviving were not good. 

I prayed. Markelle and Dezi prayed. Angela prayed. The church 
prayed.

Within days they sent Angela to another hospital, and by God’s 
grace, I could get into that hospital to see her. It’s a good thing, too, 
because she was taking a turn for the worse. Markelle’s thoughts 
of losing her mother echoed in her mind and became very dis-
traught. She had no visitation rights at either hospital and couldn’t 
see her mom.

But when Jesus heard it, He answered, saying, Fear not: 
believe only, and she shall be made whole. – Luke 8:50 

When I saw Angela, I anointed her with oil. As I was praying, I 
could see that the Lord was ministering to her. I saw hope. God 
was putting His healing touch on Angela. 

What happened was so powerful that when Markelle saw how her 
mother’s health instantly turned from grave to gracious, it was 
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a life-changing moment for her. Markelle began attending our 
church and surrendered her life to Jesus.

Our church welcomed Markelle with open arms. As a church 
family, we had all been praying for Angela, Dezi, and Markelle. 
So many had prayed and even brought meals to her family while 
Angela was in the hospital. Markelle simply wanted to enter our 
church doors to see where all this kindness was coming from. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, and faithfulness.  – Galatians 5:22
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Something very serious had happened.

I noticed my wife’s expression had changed as she spoke with 
her brother, Martin, on the phone. Their father, Daniel, was not 
doing good, and Martin suggested that we should probably fly to 
Scotland right away. 

Leaving her father and brother in the United Kingdom to come live 
in the United States was one of the most difficult times in my wife’s 
life. She had prayed for many years that her father would receive the 
Lord into his heart. But somehow, this hardworking, World War II 
vet, prisoner-of-war for five years, later employed as a mailman, was 
so set in his ways, that he did not want to hear of his daughter’s new-
found faith. It had also been difficult for him as he waved goodbye 
to his “wee lassie” as she left for a new life in America.

We quickly called the airlines, booked a flight to Glasgow Airport, 
and hurriedly made our way to the hospital where Kathleen’s father 
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was being treated. As we approached his bed, I looked at him and 
couldn’t believe what I saw. His eyes were like flames of fire! He 
was sitting up in an armchair, even though he weighed about 85 
pounds.

Kathleen was sobbing and turned to me. “Look at him,” she said 
softly, “He’s so frail.” 

“No, look,” I pointed. “Look at his eyes! They are like flashlights 
shining across the room!” I had never seen something like that 
in my life. Daniel was very gaunt, and his body was like skin and 
bones, yet his eyes were glowing stars.

Just a few days prior, as Kathleen was getting ready to go to work—
out of the blue, she felt a strange impression in her heart. A still, 
small voice whispered, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” She stopped still 
in her tracks and caught her breath.

We found out later that her father, Daniel, asked Jesus into his 
heart at that exact hour. In his own words, he had prayed, Lord, I 
believe! Help my unbelief! 

And believe me, he did! Even the nursing staff could see the change 
in him. One nurse recounted to us when Daniel was first admitted, 
he was belligerent, upset, and angry. “He’s so different,” she said. 
“Now he says please and thank you.”

She confided in us that she was a prodigal and that her parents 
were missionaries. Seeing the power of God work in Daniel had 
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rekindled her faith. Martin also witnessed the change, though, at 
the time, he did not fully understand what had really happened.

Six months prior, I had met Daniel for the first time. He had mac-
ular degeneration and he couldn’t see. Now, the Lord had mirac-
ulously restored his eyesight. We didn’t expect this unexpected 
transformation. We found ourselves rejoicing again at God’s faith-
fulness and His amazing grace. 

To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the 
prison, Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.  
– Isaiah 42:7

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; The LORD raises 
those who are bowed down; The LORD loves the righ-
teous. – Psalm 146:8 

In that day the deaf shall hear the words of the book, And 
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of 
darkness. – Isaiah 29:18

Daniel even asked to be baptized! I had the honor of pouring a 
large jug of water over him while he sat there. I watched him put 
his total trust in and total reliance on the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
was such a joy to see Daniel’s redemption and the reality of the 
Scriptures coming alive, though his physical body was perishing. 

Kathleen’s “wee daddy,” as she called him, was gloriously changed! 
It was beautiful to watch Kathleen and her dad together. She sat 
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by his bedside for a week, and I sat there with her, reading the 
Bible to Daniel every day. Then soon after, Daniel went home to be  
with Jesus.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in Me, though he my die, he shall live.”  
– John 11:25 

Seeing the transformation in Kathleen’s father made my heart 
yearn and desire for my own father’s salvation. That hope became 
a reality almost eleven years later.

Shocked, stunned, and absolutely unexpected. That was my reac-
tion when my brother informed me that my energetic, full-of-life 
dad had only a few weeks to live. Getting to Michigan in a hurry 
was my priority, even though it would mean missing the Christmas 
service at church which happened to fall on a Sunday that year. 

As Kathleen and I prepared for our journey, all I could think about 
was how I would share the Gospel with my dad. Already, I had 
done that so many times before, sharing my heart with him about 
my Jesus. He would respond abruptly by telling me that my God 
was not his God, and he did not want to hear about it. As I pon-
dered how to share the Lord with him, God gently spoke to my 
heart, “You just love him; I will save him.” This gave me such an 
inexplicable peace and comfort.

At this point, my dad’s doctor told him that he could not provide 
anything for him physically but suggested he could provide spiritual 
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help. Dad responded, “I got that covered, Doc. My son-in-law and 
my son are both pastors.”

“Then I suggest you call them immediately,” the doctor replied. 

As I walked into the room, my dad strained his eyes to focus and 
said, “Joey, is that you?” He had no idea we were coming. What 
followed the rest of that week was a lot of tears and laughter as we 
spent precious moments together. 

One night, with tears in my eyes, I said, “Dad, I can’t live knowing 
that you stepped into eternity with a question mark.” 

At that point, he stood up from his chair and embraced me. This 
was one of the only times in my life I could recall, other than when 
we drank together many years before, that we had ever embraced. 
This time was different. It was heartfelt and sincere. And then he 
prayed with me to accept Jesus as his Savior. As we hugged and 
cried together, God answered my prayer, abundantly and exceed-
ingly, more than I could have asked or thought. This was one of the 
best moments of my life, as I had the privilege of knowing that my 
dad’s eternal life in Christ was secure. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new. – 2 Corinthians 5:17 

The next day, I stepped into the doctor’s office with my dad. The 
doctor asked Dad to sit on the exam table, and then the doctor 
turned to me and asked, “Pastor, do you mind if I pray?” 
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My dad’s doctor was a radical believer! He realized the best thing 
that my dad needed was prayer. After the doctor prayed over him, 
my dad shook his head and exhaled loudly, “Wow!” Dad had just 
experienced a powerful, spirit-filled prayer. 

I had prayed for my dad to receive the Lord for over ten years. 
At that moment, God had answered my prayer more than I could 
have ever expected. He also provided a Spirit-filled doctor to care 
for him!

About three weeks later, my sister called to tell us that dad had 
passed from this life. She shared that as they were worshiping at 
his bedside, my dad raised his hands to praise Jesus and exhaled 
his last breath on earth, only to inhale his next breath in heaven. 

We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the Lord. – 2 Corinthians 5:8

We have a faithful God who hears the cries of His children and 
answers in His perfect time. Both Kathleen’s dad, Daniel, and 
my dad, Joseph, are in heaven. There is no more suffering and 
no more pain. One day, I look forward to our reunion together  
in heaven.
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In early March 2020, Kathleen and I arrived in Israel. We were 
there to prepare for our group’s Holy Land tour a few days prior to 
the scheduled arrival of 58 people from our church. 

Reports of the COVID-19 pandemic were spreading worldwide 
and started to take center stage right before we were to fly from 
the U.S. Many of our friends told us to cancel our trip and that we 
shouldn’t even board the plane for Israel.

We didn’t listen to those discouraging voices. From the beginning, 
it was very clear in my spirit that something was not right about 
almost everything surrounding the COVID pandemic. We sensed 
a panic from some of our friends, but Kathleen and I had a sense 
of peace within us. We weren’t fearful. 

While we were in Israel, the implementation of the mandates and 
restrictions that resulted from the virus accelerated. Our group 
was ready to board their plane for their scheduled flight. We tried 
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everything we could to help make sure the whole group could join 
us. However, we were told by the airline company and by Israeli 
sources that there was a very high possibility that once the group 
arrived in Israel, they would have to quarantine for two weeks 
before being allowed to travel within the country. We had no 
choice but to cancel the group’s flight and tour.

So, Kathleen and I were alone in Israel. On a personal level, it was 
the best trip ever. We were able to pick and choose which sites we 
wanted to tour. I remember when we took the boat ride on the Sea 
of Galilee, there were only four of us on board. The whole country 
was shutting down, yet, for the most part, we were able to roam 
around freely. God met us in a beautiful way, and He really blessed 
our time there. We also had remarkable quiet times with the Lord. 
It was wonderful to experience the unexpected.

While in Israel, we were getting reports about churches closing in 
the U.S. Furthermore, some friends and acquaintances were call-
ing to persuade us to close Calvary Chapel of the Harbour. When 
we heard the news that there was a potential for millions of people 
to die from COVID, I started thinking about the question: What 
was my responsibility for the people coming to our church?

While praying through this unprecedented time, I felt the Lord 
was telling me to leave the church’s doors open. Throughout our 
time in Israel, I heard about churches panicking and closing their 
doors. I didn’t bear witness to that. 
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That wasn’t God.

There was no reason to panic over this. God was flooding Kathleen 
and me with peace. The Lord had set us apart in Israel for that time, 
and we could make good decisions. We were separated from all that 
was back home in the beginning stages of mandates in the U.S.

It was so powerful.

However, after hearing the President ask Americans for their 
help, I reasoned that I could live with a decision to comply with 
his requests. He said he would rather err on the side of caution. I 
didn’t see a problem giving our President a few weeks of compli-
ance because I felt he was sincere. He wasn’t asking for us to shut 
everything down.

After two weeks, U.S. officials appeared to repeatedly ask Americans 
to be patient and “Give us more time.” More mandates and restric-
tions came as well. More churches shut down daily, and additional 
orders, especially in California, were added. I didn’t have peace 
about what was happening. I felt strongly that the Lord was saying, 
“Open the doors to the church.”

I was getting ready to announce to our church that we would open, 
when I was invited to join a Zoom conference call with 700 other 
pastors, most of whom were lead pastors at California churches. 
The call focused on brainstorming how we could respond to the 
growing pressure to close the doors of our churches. Some attorneys  
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were on the call, giving us the legal ramifications for not following 
the mandate and opening our churches.

Then, Pastor Jack Hibbs of Calvary Chapel Chino Hills spoke, 
“Guys, why don’t we all open at the same time?” 

I immediately thought it was a great idea, and so did most of the 
pastors from all different denominations around the U.S. I thought 
it would be cool if we could all come together in solidarity to say, 
“We’re all in this together!”

I recall one of the attorneys sharing that it would be challenging to 
represent everybody at the same time if we opened our churches 
and were all arrested. When asked about the possibility of arrests 
being made for opening our churches, the lawyers assured us 
that only the senior pastor would be arrested, not the members 
attending.

I’m okay with that! I thought. As long as officials would not arrest 
everyone at church, I accepted the responsibility of potentially 
receiving a penalty that might mean I would go to jail.

During the conference call, we all prayed about choosing a 
date for opening the churches. We agreed it would be May 31, 
Pentecost Sunday 2020. For the California pastors on the call, we 
all decided we would open with or without a blessing from the 
state government.

After the call concluded, a Christian member of the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors spearheaded a resolution that unanimously 
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passed, declaring that churches in Orange County, California, 
were declared “essential.”

I hung a framed copy of the resolution in our church office.

The church is not governed by county, state, or nation. Jesus Christ 
is head of the church. He governs it.

Before May 31, Governor Gavin Newsom declared a mandate that 
people could assemble at churches but the attendance was limited 
to only 100 people. I found it interesting that the actual first gath-
ering of Pentecost was 120 people. So, hypothetically, the State of 
California would not have approved the first Pentecost.

On Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020, we re-opened the doors of 
Calvary Chapel of the Harbour. I was overwhelmed with joy. So 
were others at the church that day. It was like a welcome-home 
party for our family and turned out to be a great celebration. Up 
until that point, we were only live-streaming Sunday services. It 
just wasn’t the same. I know the Lord was saying, “Open the doors. 
These are my doors. Nobody has the right to close My doors.”

Once we met in fellowship, we all knew this was the right thing to 
do because we were obeying Scripture.

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love 
and good works, not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting 
one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching. – Hebrews 10:24, 25 

CHAPTER SEVEN

83



84

There were a lot of naysayers who threatened us by calling the state 
troopers to come in and arrest us. I knew it was not about pleasing 
man; it was about pleasing the Lord. When we opened the doors, 
we knew we were pleasing God by obeying Him. We could sense 
that something dynamic had just started. God showed up in a 
powerful way. Yes, I am here with you.

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, 
I am there in the midst of them. – Matthew 18:20

While the mandates for masks, social distancing, and other man-
dates were introduced, we just reasoned, You know what, we’re 
adults. Let’s allow people at church to do what they want. We decided 
to let the Holy Spirit lead our congregation.

We did our best to make it comfortable for everyone. We put 
distance between the rows of chairs. We placed hand sanitizers 
readily available throughout the church. We found out that most 
people didn’t want to wear masks, and most people didn’t want to 
social distance.

We didn’t police it. We didn’t feel the Lord would want us to do 
that as a church.

When people come up to the pastors after the services for prayer, we 
sometimes anoint them with oil for healing, as is written in Scripture. 

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of 
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord. – James 5:14
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We didn’t say, “Oh, no, no, stay away.”

We felt strongly to not police the whole thing and just let adults be 
adults, prayerfully led in the Spirit. Jesus was amongst sick peo-
ple. Jesus had compassion for the sick. I believe God honored and 
blessed our decisions and actions.

Then, there was the whole we-don’t-want-you-to-sing-in-church 
mandate put out by the state. My reaction to that was, “Are you 
kidding me?” We know what the Bible states! 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. – Psalm 150:6

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
And His praise from the ends of the earth, 
You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, 
You coastlands and you inhabitants of them! – Isaiah 42:10

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. – Colossians 3:16

Singing is a command. It’s written all over in the Bible!

My phone blew up when that no-singing mandate came out. 

I had all kinds of people asking, “What are we going to do?” I 
replied, “Of course, there’s going to be singing. We’re not just going 
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to sing—we’re going to sing loud to let everybody know that we are 
going to obey God rather than man. We are going to sing praises to 
Him because the Lord instructs us to do that.”

That coming Sunday, we sang louder than any other Sunday.

I was shocked to learn that other churches actually obeyed that 
mandate. They reasoned, “Let’s try something new, and rather 
than singing that loud, we’ll just play instruments.”

It was an interesting time, but I’m so grateful that we’re a church 
that goes through the entire Bible. As we do that, we realize that 
whatever God says in His word is true.
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You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall 
it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot by men.

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all 
who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven. – Matthew 5:13-16

Disinformation has run rampant in our country.

Many are believing the lies.

Unfortunately, an alarming number of people are listening to fal-
sified information spread by leaders in government, education, 
health—and churches.
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For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.  
– Matthew 24:24

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having 
their own conscience seared with a hot iron. – 1 Timothy 4:2

 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teach-
ers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and 
be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. – 2 Timothy 4:3-5  

In an article published in a major media news site, journalists 
claimed I was in the camp of pastors who aligned with “conspir-
acy-theory pastors.” They asserted that I adhered to QAnon con-
spiracy theories, which is not true. The media organization took 
one of my Sunday sermon illustrations out of context.

Interestingly, when one news source does a false story, other media 
platforms publish the story as if it’s true and accurate. Then, it 
becomes national and international news.

I believe the story was politically motivated because we have a 
congresswoman who regularly attends our church. Getting that  

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED



fabricated story out was most likely done by her political oppo-
nents to discredit her.

Those who spend some time at our church, usually realize that 
everything we do here is backed by Scripture. I tell people, “Don’t 
believe me. Believe the Scripture. If it’s not in the Scripture, disre-
gard anything I say. Be a Berean and search the Scriptures daily. 
See if these things I’m saying line up with Scripture.”

These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness, and 
searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these 
things were so. – Acts 17:11

Two other major news organizations interviewed me about differ-
ent subjects and quoted me correctly. That was a blessing. Their 
stories were fair and reasonable.

Another accusation hurled against me was that I’m a part of the 
“radical right.”

I believe accusations such as these show that we are effective as 
a church. We are doing what we are called to do in Scripture. To 
be salt and light. We’re doing our best to preserve what’s right 
and good and expose what’s wrong and evil. Also, we’re told in 
Scripture that the Antichrist will not prevail; he will not come onto 
the scene until the restrainer is taken out of the way. 

And now you know what is restraining, that he may be 
revealed in his own time. – 2 Thessalonians 2:6
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Effective churches are the ones that are like salt and light, exposing 
some of these things that we have been watching in the last cou-
ple of years. I believe that the Holy Spirit is working through the 
church right now. The restraining force is the spirit of God who is 
living inside Christians.

John Adams, the second President of the United States, said, 
“Liberty, once lost, is lost forever.” We are witnessing government 
strongholds trying to take away certain individual freedoms from 
us. Not only is that unbiblical, but it’s also unconstitutional. The 
Constitution gives us the freedom of speech. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances. – The First Amendment

In other words, the First Amendment guarantees the right to reli-
gion, free speech or expression, assembly, and the right to petition.

During this time in our history, social media platforms and sites, 
such as YouTube and Facebook, are censoring and removing the 
accounts of people they disagree with, such as those who view the 
COVID vaccines differently than they do. If these social media 
platforms feel you are sharing misinformation (from their mis-
guided point of view), they will censor you and remove you from 
their platform. 
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Calvary Chapel of the Harbour has had our videos removed and 
shadow-banned. Shadow-banning is when a platform will block a 
user from a social media site or online forum without their knowl-
edge, typically by making their posts and comments invisible to 
other users. We’ve also been threatened to be removed for our 
opinions about vaccines and mandates.

Our First Amendment right is being stripped away because we 
stand up for what’s right. If more churches were salt and light, I 
believe it could really change things. Nevertheless, viewing the 
world as being out of control is easy. But in reality, according to 
the Bible, everything is falling into place.

The Bible predicts there’s going to be a bigger government, a one-
world government, that will control the people. 

He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their 
foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who 
has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of 
his name. – Revelation 13:16-17

There’s going to be more deception. 

The coming of the lawless one is according to the work-
ing of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and 
with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, 
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they 
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might be saved. And for this reason God will send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they 
all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness. – 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

As it is written in the Bible, troubling times are ahead during these 
last days. People will despise good things. People will not only hate 
things that are good, but they will try to stop them as well. In par-
ticular, they want to bring down the marriage and family unit. 

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slander-
ers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
And from such people turn away! – 2 Timothy 3:1-5 

The Bible points out what is sinful. As believers, we should stand 
up for what is right. 

We can only do so much. Everything, biblically, is falling into 
place. I believe we live in a day where we can easily visualize how 
it will be once the church is raptured and this world becomes out 
of control. We, the church, are the only ones voicing our concerns, 
warning others about the dangers of sin.
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Yes, conservatives are voicing their concerns in the public square 
as well, but I can see that once the church is taken away, all these 
things are lining up according to how it is written in the Bible. I 
hope that the rapture of the church is soon. We won’t be here very 
long. We already see signs of the Second Coming, so the rapture is 
so much closer. 

In the Book of Jude, apostates are predicted during the end times.

These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to 
their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flat-
tering people to gain advantage. But you, beloved, remem-
ber the words which were spoken before by the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: how they told you that there would 
be mockers in the last time who would walk according to 
their own ungodly lusts. These are sensual persons, who 
cause divisions, not having the Spirit. – Jude 1:16-19

I believe we are seeing apostate churches now. Many of these 
churches that I had previously thought were solid are falling for 
many false beliefs. When I say that there is only so much we can 
do, I’m saying that only a handful of churches are standing up, 
using biblical principles, and sticking to a proper perspective as 
to what’s happening in the world today. Calvary Chapel of the 
Harbour stands with a minority. We’re like Gideon’s army—small, 
but the Holy Spirit within us is mighty!
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A scared world needs a fearless church. – A.W. Tozer

The rampant liberal mindset that wants nothing to do with God 
has penetrated our schools and universities, and even now, it’s in 
seminaries. Liberal theology has crept into once highly respected 
institutions.

We have a choice as a church. We could just lay back and say, “Well, 
we know what’s going to happen because it’s written in the Bible. 
Let’s just let it all unfold!” 

But I don’t believe that’s what Scripture calls us to do. We are called 
to be salt and light. We must do our best and leave the results up 
to the Lord. We must take practical steps. For example, when the 
school boards insist on vaccinating our children without paren-
tal consent, as Christians, we must attend school board meetings 
and stand up and say, “No, you’re not going to vaccinate children 
without parental consent.” We must engage instead of just doing 
nothing. 

These are our kids! We must stand up for what’s right.  

It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around 
his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he 
should offend one of these little ones. – Luke 17:2 

Another salt and light illustration is when the government com-
manded that people couldn’t sing in churches. We already went 
over the Scriptures that say we must sing. These are practical 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED



things to do. We’re not going to lay back and point to Romans 13 
and say, “Well, the government told us not to sing.” We’re going to 
obey a higher authority, the Bible.

More recently, Governor Gavin Newsom supported a bill allowing 
children to have a sex change operation without parental consent. 
California officials, schools, and health institutions will help chil-
dren get a sex change without their parents knowing.

We stand against that. We expose these proposed evil laws and 
tell people at our church to call the appropriate lawmakers. There 
comes a time when we must choose between man-made laws and 
laws made by God. The right choice is to follow God’s laws. We’re 
opening the door to salt and light—and the truth.

But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We 
ought to obey God rather than men.” – Acts 5:29 

It’s not the time for the church to lie down and sleep, but to stand 
up and speak.
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So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge 
against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could 
find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was 
there any error or fault found in him. Then these men 
said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel 
unless we find it against him concerning the law of his 
God.” – Daniel 6:4, 5

Daniel obeyed God rather than man.

When the decree went out that no one could “petition” to anyone 
unless they “petitioned” to King Darius, Daniel did not conform 
to the mandate of the day, even though he was a government offi-
cial. Once the other officials learned of Daniel’s opposition, they 
trapped him. Daniel prayed all the time. They knew Daniel would 
obey God’s law rather than man’s and designed a statute that used 
the word “petition” instead of “pray” so the king would sign it. 

CHAPTER NINE

THE DOOR 
TO OBEDIENCE



98

So these governors and satraps thronged before the king, 
and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! All the 
governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, 
the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to 
establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that 
whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except 
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O 
king, establish the decree and sign the writing, so that it 
cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which does not alter.” Therefore King Darius 
signed the written decree. – Daniel 6:6-9

Daniel still prayed to God even though he knew he was breaking 
the law of the Medes and Persians. He knew and recognized that 
God’s law is higher than man’s.

So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel 
and cast him into the den of lions. But the king spoke, 
saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, 
He will deliver you.” – Daniel 6:16

“My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they 
have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and 
also, O king, I have done no wrong before you.” 

Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and com-
manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury  
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whatever was found on him, because he believed in his 
God. – Daniel 6:22-23

So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the 
reign of Cyrus the Persian. – Daniel 6:28

Daniel is a godly example of a man who listened to God rather 
than men, and God blessed him for it. Others obeyed God, too, as 
written in the Bible.

Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom 
the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 
and he said, “When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew 
women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you 
shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.” But the 
midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt com-
manded them, but saved the male children alive. 

So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, 
“Why have you done this thing, and saved the male children alive?”

And the midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women 
are not like the Egyptian women; for they are lively and give birth 
before the midwives come to them.”

Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people mul-
tiplied and grew very mighty. And so it was, because the midwives 
feared God, that He provided households for them.
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So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son 
who is born you shall cast into the river, and every daugh-
ter you shall save alive.” – Exodus 1:15-22

The midwives feared God, so they obeyed God. They would not 
kill babies. God blessed them for obeying Him rather than the 
Pharaoh and provided homes for them. Thanks to their obedience, 
Moses lived. 

All these stories in Scripture are examples of God blessing people 
who obeyed Him rather than man. In many ways, God has blessed 
our church because we have obeyed Him and have not complied 
with the government’s ungodly laws.

In the same way, Peter and John remained God-fearing, despite 
the laws of their day. Despite the Sadducees and Pharisees perceiv-
ing Peter and John as unlearned and ignorant fishermen, they had 
a better knowledge of the Scriptures than they did!

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived 
that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. 
And they realized that they had been with Jesus. And seeing the 
man who had been healed standing with them, they could say 
nothing against it. 

But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the coun-
cil, they conferred among themselves, saying, “What shall we do 
to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done 
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through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we can-
not deny it. But so that it spreads no further among the people, let 
us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man 
in this name.”

So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor 
teach in the name of Jesus. 

But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right 
in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 

So when they had further threatened them, they let them 
go, finding no way of punishing them, because of the peo-
ple, since they all glorified God for what had been done. 
– Acts 4:21

And with great power the apostles gave witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon 
them all. Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; 
for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and 
laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each 
as anyone had need. – Acts 4:33-35

Today, I believe churches that obey God instead of unbiblical laws 
set by the government are blessed. Way too often, people who sim-
ply acquiesce to ungodly government laws reference Romans 13 as 
their defense.
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Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and the author-
ities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore who-
ever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  
– Romans 13:1-2

However, whenever the government tells you to do anything 
against the Word of God, we must obey God first. Taking verses out 
of context leads to all kinds of errors and misunderstandings. The 
scriptural context is critical in biblical interpretation. When one 
has the incorrect interpretation, it leads to the wrong application.

Through wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it 
is established; By knowledge the rooms are filled with all 
precious and pleasant riches. – Proverbs 24:3-4
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Calvary Chapel of the Harbour grew.

At the outset of the pandemic, and despite illogical mandates 
imposed by government leaders that hampered or shut down 
gatherings of any kind, our church started growing at a faster rate 
than ever before.

When our church re-opened on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020, 
at some point, it became evident that we were going to run out 
of seating space inside the sanctuary. We set up chairs outside so 
attendees could watch and listen to the Sunday church services via 
portable TV screens. 

The overflow area filled up.

Okay. We added a third Sunday service hoping it would help thin 
out the other two services, but it didn’t. Several months after our 
church began hosting three services, we prayed about searching 
for another space in our local area.
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We looked at warehouses to hold our church services but to no avail. 

We talked to the existing property owners at Peter’s Landing to see 
if we could expand. They seemed very interested and offered us 
a more prominent space next door, and it appeared that we were 
going to stay.

Then something interesting happened. 

One Sunday, after our church services, I took a nap (which I sel-
dom do) and had a dream. In my dream, somebody that used to 
work for me in the corporate world came to visit our “new church.” 
I was excited to show him our “upstairs.” 

You’ve got to come upstairs and see my office. It has an ocean view, 
I told him. I walked upstairs and turned right, and then made 
another right and looked out the window. From across the way, I 
saw a beautiful ocean view. 

I woke up and couldn’t wait to share my dream with Kathleen. 
“Don’t be disappointed if we don’t get the space next door at Peter’s 
Landing.” 

“What are you talking about?” she said. “The owners have paid for 
an architect. It’s all going forward. So, what do you mean?”

I smiled and told her about the dream.

Within the next 48 hours, the owner of Peter’s Landing called to let 
us know they couldn’t lease the space next door to us. Even so, the 
owners really wanted us to stay and offered a few months’ rent for 



free. I told them I would pray about that possibility, but we needed 
more space.

Peter’s Landing is comprised of ten partners who own a lot of real 
estate. They let me know that within a 5-mile radius of our existing 
property, there was really “nothing that would fit” us. 

While we were still looking around, a business property owner from 
our church shared about the Huntington Beach Bay Club. The Club 
is one of the best venues along the coast and is known as the “Dream 
Wedding location.” It’s a coastal-chic waterfront oasis. Anchored 
along a private cove in a picture-perfect seaside marina, the newly 
renovated Huntington Bay Club provides a uniquely stunning locale 
for exclusive weddings, socials, and corporate events.

“I know it’s not on the market,” she said. “But do you want me 
to call to see if they would be interested in leasing or selling the 
property?”

Sure!

She made the call, and the owner was very interested in meeting 
with us. He’s a Christian and shared that he wanted to be a part of 
God’s Kingdom work. So, we met with the owner and visited the 
property. We entered the building, and followed the owner, who 
went up some stairs, turned right, and turned right again. Once 
upstairs, there were windows all around overlooking the ocean 
from a short distance. It was the exact same view in my dream.
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I turned to Kathleen and said, “That’s the view I saw in my dream.” 

 “Are you sure?” she said.

“Yes,” I replied. “We are going to get this place.”

Soon afterward, we signed a lease-to-buy contract for the property 
with the owner.

To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may 
be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works 
in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. – Ephesians 3:19-21

We were content with simply finding a warehouse that would 
accommodate the church’s growth. But God had a better plan. 

It wasn’t only the “Dream Wedding location,” but the “Dream Church 
location”—literally. This was the church in my dream. As mentioned 
previously, this property was a dream too good to be true. 

Huntington Bay Club was known as the “Harbor Hideaway.” 
Surrounded by glistening marine waters and set amidst the  
picturesque Huntington Beach Harbour, the Huntington Bay 
Club offers a 360-degree panoramic view of the Pacific Ocean, 
Huntington Harbor, the San Gabriel Mountains, and the Bolsa 
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Chica Wildlife Reserve. The three-level structure has a lot of space, 
and the property is beautifully landscaped, has an expansive out-
door terrace, and a private white sand beach. Needless to say, those 
attending church find themselves in an unexpected haven of tran-
quility and beauty.

The Lord’s ways are not our ways. Far better are God’s ways.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
My ways,” says the Lord.  “For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts.” – Isaiah 55:8, 9

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you. – Matthew 6:33

This is God’s church. We don’t have to worry about anything, includ-
ing the future. We get to just do the work for Him, and He takes care 
of the rest. He provides for us beyond anything we can imagine. 

Our new church property is like a mini-retreat area. It’s so beauti-
ful. When I come onto these grounds, I’m still in awe of what God 
has provided. Finding and acquiring the property was a miracle. 
We grew as a church from one family in a house, to the cozy Sunset 
Beach Woman’s Club, to the restaurant-turned-church building at 
Peter’s Landing, to the spacious Huntington Beach Bay Club.

Our current location is right off a major street, unlike the Peter’s 
Landing location, which had low visibility because it was tucked 
away in the marketplace. It was quite a distance from Pacific Coast 

CHAPTER TEN

107



108

Highway. Now the community knows we’re here. Every Sunday, 
people in the community and people driving by stop in. 

We witnessed all this growth in a community that never had a 
church before. This is a miracle! 

God was in on it from the beginning. He opened the doors through 
people and circumstances that not only included the woman who 
offered her house but through others as well. We took a step of 
faith and we just kept following Him.

Our present church home came by faith.

It was nothing short of a miracle to afford such a place. When we 
went from the Women’s Club to a larger space at Peter’s Landing, I 
almost felt guilty because it was such a beautiful place. As I prayed, 
the Lord spoke to my heart very clearly and said He is meeting 
this community right where they are. Do they live in big, beautiful 
homes on the water? Yes, and God loves them so much. He loves 
the people of this community. 

When that door opened at Vivian’s house, I knew God had planned 
something special for this community. Now, we’re seeing the fruit 
beyond anything I could have ever imagined. 

I believe greater things are yet to come in this community. God has 
a better plan that is beyond our imagination.

Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the 
LORD of hosts. – Zechariah 4:6
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During the pandemic, a spiritual shaking took place. 

People left churches and churches shut down. We quickly discovered 
whether or not pastors and churchgoers were truly following the 
Lord, obeying His Word, and were being led by the Holy Spirit. Or if 
pastors and churchgoers follow the government mandates of the day. 

Some of the pastors in California looked to Governor Gavin 
Newsom before making decisions on opening up their churches or 
not. Churchgoers were left confused. They witnessed their pastors 
following a man regarding the current circumstances rather than 
following God’s Word. Churchgoers had no choice but to leave.

When the pandemic hit, I wasn’t looking to Governor Newsom.  
I was doing my best to look to God and ask, God, what do you want 
us to do? We’re not a government-run or state-run church. Jesus is 
the head of the church. We sought the Lord’s advice and we sought 
to please Him. 

EPILOGUE

NOT THE 
FINAL CHAPTER



110

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

We realized that God opens the door that nobody can shut. People 
woke up to the fact that they did not want to go to a state-run 
church. They did not want to go to a church that followed gov-
ernment dictates with reckless abandon. They wanted to attend a 
church led by the Holy Spirit and a church that looked to the Bible 
for answers. 

In the present climate, I’m blessed to be able to talk with many 
first-time visitors to our church. I’m here to pray with believers 
who expressed they did not want to attend a church where the 
pastor was not standing on the Word of God. They also mentioned 
that they disliked the fact that their pastor was “woke.” A pastor 
who is “woke” sides with the progressive movement and leans on a 
“social gospel” instead of simply the Gospel. 

Many new attendees at our church quickly notice that when I 
preach the Word of God, during a typical Sunday service, I will 
share current news and politics not often discussed in churches. 
And sadly, they are oblivious to the fact that the Bible has always 
helped us navigate the issues and controversies of our day. People 
need to know how to navigate through the times that we’re living 
in. They need hope.

On May 31, 2020, when we “reopened” the church, the best thing 
we incorporated was looking at current events through the lens of 
the Bible—using Scripture to fact check. We don’t shy away from 
talking about issues that may be sensitive to some. We discuss 
present-day controversies using the Bible as the standard. People 
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are attracted to that because they don’t want to go to a church that 
avoids the state of affairs. 

Another thing to remember: This isn’t over! The Bible says it’s 
going to get worse.

But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. – 2 Timothy 3:13

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their 
own conscience seared with a hot iron. – 1 Timothy 4:1-2

Knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, 
walking according to their own lusts, – 2 Peter 3:3

According to Scripture, it’s going to get worse. It’s not going to get 
any better. We must stay relevant. It’s important that we look to 
God’s Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit. We do this to illu-
minate our steps during these dark days.

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
– Psalm 119:105

Discernment has always been essential. As spiritual warfare 
increases, knowing right from wrong is becoming even more 
urgent! Who can we trust? Certainly, not many of our leaders in 
key areas of government, health, and education. Good leaders 
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exist, but we must always ask God for discernment and revelation 
and stay informed.

We encourage people at our church to get involved in local govern-
ment and education and inform our congregation about ungodly 
assembly bills in California that are being proposed. We motivate 
our church members to call their government representatives to 
voice their opposition to proposed bills that absolutely go against 
biblical principles. We are called to be the salt and light of this earth.  

What sorrow awaits the unjust judges and those who issue 
unfair laws. – Isaiah 10:1 (NLT)

We’re making a difference. 

During our announcement time at the start of Sunday services, we 
let people know about bills like California’s A.B. 2223, a particu-
larly heinous bill. Legal analysts say this bill would legalize infanti-
cide, letting babies die up to days and weeks after birth. 

It’s not okay to kill a baby at any time!

It is crafted for women having late-term abortions to give them 
legal protection from criminal prosecution if charged with infanti-
cide (the killing of a baby after birth). We recommend action steps, 
such as calling representatives in office to voice opposition. We 
provide phone numbers and encourage them to call.

The bill would prohibit authorities from charging a mother for  
“actions or omissions” related to her pregnancy, “including  
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miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion, or perinatal death.” Anyone who 
“aids or assists a pregnant person” also would be exempt from 
prosecution. Additionally, the bill would allow the woman to sue 
police and other authorities who arrest or charge her in such cases.

According to the California Family Council, the “perinatal death” 
language in the bill would exempt mothers who kill their newborn 
babies from prosecution.

“Although definitions of ‘perinatal death’ vary, all of them include 
the demise of newborns seven days or more after birth. Some defi-
nitions extend from weeks after birth up to a year,” the pro-life 
organization said.

A legislative analysis of the bill also confirmed that the “perina-
tal death” language could be interpreted to allow infanticide, Life 
News reported. 1

Sadly, two Assembly Committees passed it twice during the first 
two rounds of California Assembly hearings. It’s now on its way to 
another committee before going to the Assembly floor.

On April 19, 2022, our church organized a group to travel to 
Sacramento to lobby against A.B. 2223. We joined Calvary Chapel 
Chino Hills and its ministry, Real Impact, and other churches 
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1 California Set to Legalize Infanticide; AB 2223 Tells Law Enforcement ‘Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell’ story link: https://mediaonmission.org/california-set-to-legalize-infanticide-ab-2223/

https://mediaonmission.org/california-set-to-legalize-infanticide-ab-2223
https://mediaonmission.org/california-set-to-legalize-infanticide-ab-2223
https://mediaonmission.org/california-set-to-legalize-infanticide-ab-2223/
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to meet at the California State Capitol in Sacramento to rally 
against the bill on the Capitol steps. We also met together to lobby 
Assembly legislators. Anyone familiar with the history of rallies for 
or against proposed California bills at the State Capitol said that 
there had never been a bigger crowd that day to oppose A.B. 2223. 
There were thousands of people that day.

After the rally, our church broke into small groups and went to 
the offices of State Assembly Members to talk to them about why 
we opposed the bill and why they should vote “no.” My group 
was assigned two legislators who did not want to speak to us and 
“seemed” to be hiding from us. At first, we could just give our 
point of view to some of the staffers of both Assembly Members, 
but not the members themselves. Why were they avoiding us if the 
bill didn’t mean what we interpreted it to mean? Didn’t they want 
to give a rebuttal?

Then the unexpected happened. About 20 minutes later, as we 
exited the front door of the building, someone in our group 
pointed out that the person walking beside me was the Assembly 
Member that we were unable to talk to earlier. And the second 
Assembly Person was walking next to him!

As he began to walk to the Capitol Building for the hearing, I 
walked beside him and another woman, calmly pleading my case 
against A.B. 2223. He was clearly upset and kept walking, with no 
place to hide. We walked by State Capital police officers, and the 
Assembly Member motioned staff members for their help to get 
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away from me. But I remained calm as I continued to speak, and 
the officers ignored them.

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundantly. – John 10:10

God was not letting him get away with placing a “yes vote” on A.B. 
2223 without first hearing what was wrong with it – and I was the 
conduit.

I respectfully asked the Assembly Member if he knew Proverbs 31:8.

No answer.

“The babies have no voice,” I declared. “Proverbs 31:8 says, ‘Open 
your mouth for the speechless, in the cause of all who are appointed 
to die.’” 

He continued to walk. I continued to talk.

“These children have no voice. Do you realize this bill is about 
killing babies?” 

Still nothing.

“Are you a father, sir? Are you a grandfather, sir? Are you okay with 
killing innocent babies?”

The Holy Spirit filled me with so many things to say that I don’t 
remember them all. I reminded him that God has given him a 
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responsibility and allowed him to be in his government leadership 
position. Only God. Later, I found out that the woman walking 
next to him was the other assembly person we were assigned to 
talk to. God delivered both of our assigned Assembly Members 
directly to us!

As I was talking to him, I felt the Lord speak to my heart: “He’s 
the one who’s going through the test. He’s on trial. He has to make 
a decision.” This is not about Democrats or Republicans. This is 
about allowing the killing of babies in America after they’re born. 
That’s evil. 

They both voted to pass this demonic bill. But I can assure you 
that these two Assembly Members knew precisely what they were 
voting for. They cannot say, “Surely we did not know this.”

Deliver those who are drawn toward death, 
And hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. 
If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” 
Does not He who weighs the hearts consider it? 
He who keeps your soul, does He not know it? 
And will He not render to each man according to his 
deeds? – Proverbs 24:11, 12

When we are called to be salt and light, we must engage with the 
culture and try to make a difference. If the church remains silent 
in all these areas, these bills will continue to pass because there is 
an evil agenda. It’s evil and it’s demonic.
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The church has no choice but to rise up during these last days and 
stand up for truth. Even though praying, worshiping the Lord, 
and learning the Word, are all very important, we should also be 
engaging and calling our representatives, letting them know when 
something is not right.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. – James 1:22 

Let me say it again: salt preserves and light exposes and we’re to pre-
serve and expose. The antichrist cannot be revealed until the church 
is taken out of the way. This means that we, as the Lord’s church, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, must be effective so that the Antichrist 
cannot prevail. Once the church is taken away, raptured, literally, all 
hell will break loose. Seven years of tribulation will begin. 

Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told 
you these things? And now you know what is restrain-
ing, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who 
now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  
– 2 Thessalonians 2:5-7

Followers of Christ, be encouraged. Our redemption is drawing 
near. Continue to be the salt and light of the earth. Carry on with 
all that God has called you to do. Keep fighting the good fight  
of faith. 
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For those of you reading this who may not have given your life to 
Christ, don’t wait! Please, I beg you, do it now. Don’t wait for the 
Great Tribulation—it will be too late! You will not have any power 
to fight the antichrist. Satan will overpower you and you will have 
to be martyred and beheaded for your faith.

If you would like to give your life to Christ, it’s very simple. 

The Bible says we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. 
Our sin separates us from a Holy God. That’s why Jesus Christ died 
in our place.

Jesus Christ took the penalty. The One who knew no sin became 
a sin offering. As the Bible says, He is the Lamb of God who takes 
away our sin. He takes away the sins of the world. Jesus wants 
to take your sin away so you can have a relationship with your 
Heavenly Father. 

Our sin separates us from a Holy God. Jesus Christ died on the 
cross to take that sin away. 

Today, I want to encourage you to put your faith in Jesus. We’re 
told in the book of Ephesians that by grace, you have been saved 
through faith – grace and favor. God wants to extend His favor to 
you, but you must have faith. 

You must believe Jesus Christ died on the cross to take away your sins.

You must give Him your sin and accept Him as your Savior. Ask Him 
to be the Lord of your life. Allow Him to have control of your life. 
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Do that today. 

If you accept this invitation, you can pray this simple prayer now.

Heavenly Father, I believe that you sent Your son, Jesus Christ, to 
die on the cross for my sins. I know I’m a sinner, and I turn from 
my sin right now and give You my life. Please forgive me of all my 
sins. Fill me with your Holy Spirit. 

Thank you for your Holy Spirit and help me, from this day for-
ward, to follow you all the days of my life.

In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen 

If you prayed that prayer, be sure to let someone know. Pick up a 
Bible and attend a Bible-believing church. 

If you have any questions or want information about our church, 
Calvary Chapel of the Harbour, or to simply let us know that you 
prayed that prayer, please contact us at:

Calvary Chapel of the Harbour 
4121 Warner Ave 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
562.592.1800 | info@ccoth.com

Now, may our Lord richly bless you. May He fill you with His love, 
may He fill you with His joy, may He fill you with His peace, and 
may His face shine upon you. In Jesus’ name. 

God bless you.
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These are two lessons that Bible-believing Christians 
spend a lifetime learning. 

In this book, Joe Pedick has done a great job showing the 
reality of each of these truths. It is worth the time to read 
and ponder the stories that are shared. It will be a great 
help in your own life’s journey and experience.

When the difficult times come, it is comforting to know 
that we have a good God who is looking after us. Time 
and time again we see His faithfulness in the midst of the 
most difficult of circumstances.

While the Lord Jesus never said it would be easy, He has 
always promised to be with us. And He always has been!

—Don Stewart

LIFE IS HARD, 
BUT GOD IS GOOD.
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