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What do you actually treasure in your life? In Matthew 6:21 Jesus tells us, “For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” It seems pretty straightforward in what Jesus is 

saying. Where you invest your time, money, and talents is where your heart, your very soul 

will be. We all know that we should be investing our time, money, and talents into the 

ways of God, at least almost all of those. Yet we struggle to do just that. There are 

so many things that want our money and our time. Not everything we do beyond God is 

bad or wrong to invest into. There are many worthy causes and movements in the world. 

Groups that help others, education, and many other aspects of our world are worthy of our 

time and money. The key, though, is to make sure that God comes before anything else 

that we do. That is where the work begins and continues each and every day.  

 

Later this month, October 16th , we will begin a series that looks at our Treasures. Yes, full 

disclosure:  this is a stewardship campaign. Yet it is also a subject that Jesus talked about 

more than anything else. Yes, he talked more about money and possessions than he talked 

about heaven. He did that because even in his time people struggled with their priorities 

when it comes to money.  

 

What do you actually treasure in your life? Is what you treasure where your heart is right 

now? It may not be, but there is an opportunity to move towards what you really value in 

this world and beyond. I encourage you to join us for worship as we look at what we 

treasure. No, this is not just about getting your money! It is, though, a look at one of the 

biggest spiritual issues we face in our lives. I look forward to seeing you in worship! 

 

    

  

In His Name,  
Rev. Mark Bray 

http://www.christ-umc.com
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LIVE STREAM WORSHIP 
SUNDAYS @ 11 AM 

 
 

www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport 
www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport 
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Fellowship Hall 

THURSDAYS 6-8 PM 
Christ UMC Gym 
 
Join the fun in air-conditioned 
comfort on Thursdays at 6 PM 
in the Christ UMC Gym!  

Coffee with the Pastor is back!  Rev. Mark will be at 
McDonald’s at Linwood and Bert Kouns for coffee and 

conversation at 9:00 AM. It’s a great start to your  
morning!  

Tuesday, October 11 at 11:00 
AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bring a dish to share at the 
potluck lunch with friends. 
The speaker will be Jennifer 

Hill,  Executive Director of Strand Theater, and will up-
date us on upcoming events and activities at the Strand.  

 

Meets in the Fellowship Hall on Tues-
day, October 25 at 9:00 AM for fellow-
ship, and card and board games. Bring 
your own lunch, and we provide des-
sert and drinks!  

Circle Meeting Schedules 
Sarah Circle    Tue, Oct 18 @ 9:30 am 
Grace Circle    Tue, Oct 18 @ 11 am 
Genesis Circle  Tue, Oct 18 @ 6 pm 

Christ UMC 

Quilt Ministry 

Prayers and Squares 
meets this month on 
October 7. The 
meeting on October 
21 is cancelled to al-
low members to help 
with Pumpkin Patch.  

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
http://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
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September Total   
Thanks to everyone 
who donated their 
pull tabs to support 
Shriners Hospital 
for Children! 

LIFE GROUP 
SUNDAY  

SCHOOL CLASS 
NEXT STUDY 

 
Jesus demonstrat-
ed the presence 
and power of God 
by performing mir-

acles:  he turned water into wine, 
healed the sick, calmed the storm, 
opened blind eyes, and raised the 
dead. While these beloved stories 
draw our attention to divine power, 
Christ’s miracles signify something 
deeper—they’re windows into 
God’s grand story of human desper-
ation and redemption. Every time 
Jesus performs a miracle, we get a 
glimpse into the gift of desperation, 
a gift that opens us to the dramatic 
power of God through our desper-
ate need for him. 

By explaining the meaning and sig-

nificance of these miracles, author 

Jessica LaGrone shows us their rele-

vance for our lives today. She un-

packs how understanding the 

meaning of Christ’s miracles will 

help us better grasp the salvation 

God has brought into the world, see 

that our weakness is an invitation 

for God to work powerfully in our 

lives, and remind us that we need 

God on our best days just as much 

as we do on our worst. 

The study will begin in the last week 

of September or first week of Octo-

ber. Everyone is welcome to join us 

for this interesting study!  

September 9, 2022 
 
Dear Good Friends at Christ UMC, 
 
Thank you so much for the general do-
nation of $50.00 and your continuing 
support! 
 
School has started so our fall schedule 
will be kicking off. The boys continue to 
play basketball and spend quality time 
together. The Girls of Grace have started 
back. We served the teachers at Atkins 
Elementary and welcome back breakfast 
and plan to support the teachers and 
children any way we can. We will be 
tutoring on campus once they are ready 
for us.  
 
Our computer lab is up and running. We 
are surveying the community on their 
needs and interests and plan to hold 
computer classes to address them. The 
Wondrous Wednesday class of adults 
are having their own computer classes 
and recently went to the aquarium. 
Momy and Me classes start in Septem-
ber with some new friends in the group. 
Inflation and the start of school means 
that our food pantry and community 
meal are getting busier. We are encour-
aging folks to sit down and eat together, 
rather than just taking meals to go. 
However, some folks are still not com-
fortable gathering in large groups of 
people they do not know, so this my be 
a slow process. 
 
None of this would be possible without 
donors like you. Thank you again for 
your support of what we do in Cedar 
Grove! The amount of food donated 
each month is amazing and so very help-
ful! Please thank everyone who donates 
for us! 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Lisa Conly Cronin 

September 23, 2022 
 

Dear Christ United Methodist Church, 
 
Our Board of Directors, staff, children, and 
families served by the gingerbread House 
Children’s Advocacy Center join me in thank-
ing you for your generous donation of 
$280.00  
 
Through your support, we are able to contin-
ue offering critically needed services free of 
charge to child victims of sexual abuse, se-
vere physical abuse, and child sex trafficking 
in northwest Louisiana.  
 
To give you a better idea of the impact we 
are able to make in our community as a re-
sult of donor support like yours, I’d like to 
share our most recently completed annual 
outcomes for Year 2021: 
 
• 893 children received forensic inter-

views, multidisciplinary investigations, 
child life and family advocacy services, 
averaging 74 forensic interviews per 
month. 

• 149 child victims and their non-
offending caregivers received trauma-
informed counseling services 

• 9 confirmed and 81 at-risk child victims 
of child sex trafficking received compre-
hensive direct care services and case 
management.  

• As part of our prevention efforts, over 
37,858 children and adults participated 
in 447 educational outreach sessions.  

• Thanks to the generosity of donors like 
you, all services were offered free of 
charge to child victims of abuse and 
their families.  

 
Our work would not be possible without 
your support. On behalf of the children and 
families who will benefit from your generosi-
ty and continued support, THANK YOU! 
 
With kindest regard,  
 

Jessica Milan Miller, MA, MBA 
Chief Executive Officer 

 
Sophia Heron Sanders, CCLS 

Director of Child Life &  
Community Engagement 
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JUNE 5 

We have been so blessed with enthusiastic teachers wanting to bring their 
classes to our church for field trips! We currently have 2,108 children regis-
tered to attend and a waiting list of 864!  As Jesus said, “Let the little chil-
dren come unto me!”  And here they come!!  My prayer is that we help 
plant that little seed that church is a great place to be as we share God’s 
love by welcoming them to Christ UMC and that we have enough volun-
teers to help us plant that seed! 
 
Our field trip committee has been busily preparing all our activities to 
make this another successful year, but we need more help this year with 
so many children registered.    
 

Field trips will be from 9:00-12:15 Monday, Wednesday and Friday October 14 through October 31.  We do have one 
Thursday, October 20 that we added because they were left off the original list. At least 25 volunteers are needed for 
each shift (9:00-10:30 and 10:45-12:15).  We need people to serve as leaders for each group (all you have to do is lead 
them from the sanctuary to the Fellowship Hall and out to the hayride), read stories, help with crafts (simple crafts) 
and science experiments (simple experiments with directions), prepare snacks (pre-package Goldfish crackers or day of 
field trip, put Capri Sun juice boxes in a container to pass out), load and unload the hayride, help with the games, help 
with the mini pumpkin patch, and put crafts in bags. We have some jobs you can sit down and do if you can’t stand for 
a long time. So if you love being around children, sign up to help!  You’ll probably get a few hugs and certainly share a 
lot of laughs! 
 

 
 
Saturday, October 22 from 10:00-2:00 is our big Neighborhood Celebration Day. We will have barbecue with baked 
beans and chips. The UMW will sell baked goods for dessert. Children’s activities will include crafts, bounce houses, 
games and hayrides, Walter Jacobs will bring some critters, and the Shreveport Fire Department will stop by for a 
while with one of their trucks. We will have the olive wood items from Israel for sale again. For your entertainment 
enjoyment we will have the Joyful Noise at 10:00, Noel Odom at 11:00 and the Shreveport Metropolitan Band per-
forming at 12:30. It should be a fun-filled day! Please make plans to come out, support all the performers, and spend 
the day visiting with friends and neighbors you may not have met yet. Invite your friends, family and neighbors to 
come celebrate with us. All activities are free! 
 
If you have not filled out a volunteer form to help with field trips or on our big celebration day, you can pick one up in 
the narthex at the welcome center or in the Sunday School classes. Please return them to the church office. We need 
everyone’s help to make this a success for our church. We need lots of people to help greet our neighbors and guests 
to make them feel at home. Christ Church is known for its friendliness, so let’s give them a big Christ Church welcome! 
 
If you have any questions, contact Jen Lowe at 318-349-0825. 

Pumpkin Patch Updates 

Neighborhood Celebration 
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STEWARDSHIP 2023 
 

In the counter-cultural teachings of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that wherever 
we focus our hearts; there we’ll find our treasure—not the other way around. 
In Treasure, a four-week, churchwide stewardship program or small-group study, author 
Jacob Armstrong uses Matthew 6 to help you reexamine how what you think about 
money directly connects to your values, faith, and the health of your relationships. 
When our hearts are centered on God, our church, and our family, we’ve already struck 
it rich!  

2022 ADVENT STUDY 
 
For centuries, Christians have turned to the story and message of John the Baptist in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas. In Prepare the Way for the Lord: Advent and the Mes-
sage of John the Baptist, best-selling author and pastor Adam Hamilton explores the 
Advent themes of John’s life and ministry, and how John calls all followers of Jesus to 
prepare our hearts for his coming. 
 
In each of the Gospels, the story of Jesus is intertwined with that of his cousin John, the 
one whom the prophets foretold would come to “prepare the way of the Lord.” When 
we hear the message of John the Baptist, it makes us and our world ready to receive 

Christ. 

October 22, 2022 
8:30am - 5:00pm 

Cost: $15.00 
Three Locations: 

Baton Rouge, Lake Charles, or Shreveport 

Deadline to register: Friday, October 7th 
 

Every church deals with conflict, both healthy and unhealthy. This course equips and empowers lay servants to help 
lead through those times of conflict as a time of transformation. This course builds skills for leading through conflict 
and will be taught by Louisiana's own Craig Gilliam. 
 
This course comes highly recommended for all lay leaders serving or considering serving in administrative roles, speak-
ing roles, leading mission, prayer, care teams, or teaching. 
 
Information on locations and registration can be found at the following link:   https://www.la-umc.org/conflict-
transformation-course    
 
If you would like help with registering for this course, you can call the church office at 318-686-2553 and we will be 
happy to assist you! 

 

https://www.la-umc.org/conflict-transformation-course
https://www.la-umc.org/conflict-transformation-course
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Lewis Bryant 

Bobby Clark 

Kathy Corliss 

Carole Cragon 

Jimmy Draper 

Belinda Harville 

Larry Howard 

Peggy Jeffrey 

Jarrel Lee 

Jeanette Maloch 

Jackie Moore 

Susan Musgrove 

Jolie Razinsky 

Mary Sue Rich 

Tim Sanders 

Polly Vineyard 

Ed Thomason 

Betty Walker 

Barbara Ward 

Bill Ward 

Charles Wilson 

 

 

 

SHUT INS, NURSING HOME, REHAB 

George Beaird 

Louise Brandt 

Betty Eady 

Lois Hartman 

Clara Lathrem 

Marjorie Letsinger 

Ann Martin 

Ann Maxwell    

Ray Mitchell 

Maxine Moss 

Rita Schuckers 

Fran Waddell   

Robert Ward 

Jean Wisinger 

 

Your prayers for those in need are very important to our faith community. A prayer re-
quest for someone can be submitted via phone (318-686-2553), the prayer request 

card found in pews, or via email to churchadmin@christ-umc.com. All requests will 
be printed in the following week’s bulletin. All “no-name” cards will be considered confi-

dential and given to the pastors.  

Prayer Requests 

MEMBERS 

Ronald Alberts 

Amy Bell 

Gregory Blum 

Michael and Cely Blum 

Don Bordelon 

Jill Braden 

Donna Brockus 

Ottis Farrell, Jr. 

Allen Ford 

Jacob Frederick 

Evelyn Green 

John Hintz 

Cynthia Hodges 

James Johnston 

Allen Kapp 

John Knighton 

Charles LeBlanc 

Sharon Little 

Trisha Martin 

Beth Moore 

Cynthia Munoz 

Mia Nemesi 

Joe and Saundra Parler 

James Parmer 

Billy Prothro 

Dozer Reed 

Daniel Runge 

Jason Scott 

Olivia Sepulvado 

Jim Strong 

Travis Talley* 

Wade Thornton 

Arlene Wimberly 

 

RELATIVES & FRIENDS 

*Deployed 
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ACTUAL INCOME     $     195,450.13       BUDGETED INCOME:  $    291,920.00 
ACTUAL EXPENSES         297,655.72       BUDGETED EXPENSE:        491,575.06 
 
ACTUAL  INCOME LESS EXPENSES :    $ 15,206.01 

FINANCIAL 
GIVING 
REPORT 

As Of August 31, 2022 

If you have questions about our finance updates, please contact Doug 
Bland, our Finance Team chair, for more information.   
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 Ken Reed 
Carole Cragon 
 
Marjorie Stone 
Ann Marrs 
  
 

  

Communion 

Offering 

OCTOBER 
Our October communion offering honors World Communion Day.  

Your donations support racial and ethnic students in achieving 
their educational goals and transforming communities. In 2021, 
World Communion Sunday offerings awarded 242 scholarships 
and grants. Your generosity continues to provide scholarships, 
grants, mentoring and training for leadership development.  
 
Learn more about World Communion Day  by clicking this link: 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-
ministry-article 

From May 27 through August 17, 37 households contributed 
$86.70 to our UWF through the Kroger Community Rewards 
program. All money received will go to support mission pro-
jects. Thanks for your continued support!  
 
If you would like more learn more about using your Kroger 
points to contribute to missions, click this link:   
 
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards 
 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey ............................................. Bishop 
Tom Dolph ..................................................... District Supt 
Mark Bray ....................................................... Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear .......................................... Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson .............................................. Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling ..................................... Financial Secretary 
James Hills ......................................................... Custodian 
Marie Phillips ............................... Youth Ministry Director 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick ................... Ofc Administrators 
Ronnie Crawford ........................................ Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney .............................................. Organist 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (318) 686-2553   FAX:  (318-686-2578 
Email: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 

Web:  www.christ-umc.com             

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                                           Attendance September 2022 

   Worship  On-Line        Sunday School 
September   4              95                    3                           44 
September 11             89        3               50 
September 18           125                  10                           58 
September 25           104                    8                           49 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust de-

stroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treas-

ures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.  

Matthew  6:19 


