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HOW DO YOU GIVE THANKS?

NOV 2020
Rev. Mark J. Goins

Fall is probably my favorite time of year, and not because football is in full swing. That may have a
little to do with it, but that is not the only reason. I love the crisp cool breeze in the air and the leaves
changing colors. However, I believe mainly it is because my favorite holiday, Thanksgiving, happens
this time of year. It is a time to gather with family around a huge table with lots of food. There is none
of the crazy commercial hype associated with other holidays, and we can just gather together to
thank God for every good gift that we have. Thanksgiving is my favorite because I believe we need
time to give thanks.
There is an old Christian chorus that states:
GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART. GIVE THANKS
TO THE HOLY ONE. GIVE THANKS FOR HE'S GIVEN JESUS CHRIST HIS SON AND NOW LET THE
WEAK SAY I AM STRONG. LET THE POOR SAY I AM RICH BECAUSE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS
DONE FOR US
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GIVE THANKS...
Thanksgiving is a gift to give others, and especially God! It is not just something we say - it’s something we show. Thanksgiving is an attitude that spreads throughout every area of our lives including
our work, play, and home life. I hope and pray that my life will become a life that is characterized by
giving thanks - giving thanks to God and others because of what God has done for us.
What are you thankful for this Thanksgiving season? I am especially thankful for my family and how
they give me life. I am also really thankful for the fantastic church staff and all they do to glorify Jesus
Christ. Most importantly, I am thankful for each of you and how each of you have touched my life in
wonderful ways. I hope you are still keeping a list of your blessings and adding to it each month on
Communion Sunday.

Sunday Worship

To do a better job of giving thanks, I have begun a practice of singing the doxology every night before
I go to bed. This one act has made a huge difference in my outlook on life. I think being thankful is
one of the most important things that we can do!!

Blended Worship
11:00 am

How do we do a better job of giving thanks? I hope that you will struggle with me about giving thanks
for what God has done for us at church, at home, at work, and in our community. In what ways can
we do a better job at giving thanks? Who do we need to give thanks to, and who do we need to show
that we are thankful for them? Is our life characterized by a “Great Thanksgiving”? I’ll see you Sunday in the thanksgiving place!

Children’s Church
11:15 am

Grace, Peace, Godspeed, and Happy Thanksgiving,

Sunday School
All Ages
9:45 am

Mark
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UMW CIRCLE
MEETINGS
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UMW circles are meeting once again. Circle chairs will contact members
with the meeting place and time.

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS

Look for Christ UMC LA on YouTube. Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifications
so you don’t miss any of our worship services. On Facebook, look for Christ United Methodist
Church Shreveport.
Be sure to get notifications of our services and events. Share our service with your friends!

NOVEMBER 1
Our next LifeShare blood drive is Monday, November 9 from 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM at the LifeShare Blood Center on Linwood Avenue. You can call
ahead for an appointment at 673-1401 or walk in. Be sure to sign in on
the Christ UMC registration sheet at the check-in desk to let them know
that you’re donating for Christ UMC’s blood drive.
Especially now, your donations are critical for our community needs for
those having surgery, facing illness, or recovering from traumatic injury.
Come on out and help us meet our donation goals!
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The Ch u rch Of fi ce will be clo se d
on T h u rsd ay, N o v 26 -2 7 and will
reopen on Monday, Nov 30.

NOV 2020

Poinsettia Sales 2020
We will be having our poinsettia sale this year in
honor or in memory of someone. This year, we
will take your poinsettia orders by phone in the
church office or email to churchadmin@christumc.com. You may send in your payment by
mail, bring it to the office, or put it in the collection basket on Sunday mornings.
The deadline to order a poinsettia is Monday,
November 16. Thanks for helping us continue
this Christ UMC tradition!

To you and your family

First Responders Appreciation Day
webstockreview.net/image/giftclipart-fullbasket/2751730.html'

Once again, we are going to send boxes of goodies to the first responders in our
area to show our appreciation for their service to our congregation.
Due to Covid-19, we can only bring store bought goodies this year. So please
bring individual wrapped items or individual bags such as: cookies, candy, fruit,
nuts, pretzels, granola bars, peanut butter crackers, chips, or whatever you would
like.

Please bring your items to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 6 or 13. We will have a team of volunteers
deliver them on December 13 to Fire Stations #17, #6, #9 and #22, the Caddo Parish Sheriff Substation, and Willis Knighton South Emergency Room, and nurses stations on the second floor and third floor including the maternity wing.
These people put their lives on the line for us every day, let’s show them how much we appreciate all they do!
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Lowe 349-0825.
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The Mission Team has been made aware that there is a need for socks and underwear for a lot of
the students at Southern Hills Elementary School. White, navy blue or khaki boys and girls socks,
size small to large and underwear sizes from 4-10 are needed. Some of the children come to
school with no socks and when the weather gets cold, they need socks to keep their feet warm.
The underwear is for when a child has an “accident” at school and instead of sending them home,
they can give them a fresh pair of underwear to put on and keep them at school.

Please pick up a package or two while out shopping and put them under the Chrismon tree in the sanctuary by December 13. If you want to bring some toy items too you can put them under the tree as well and we will take them
to the school for some of the children who may not be getting much for Christmas.
We will take them to the school on December 16. Thanks for helping with our adopted school! If you have any
questions, give Jen Lowe a call at 349-0825.

Each year Christ UMC sponsors several area children through our Angel Tree program.
This year we have the opportunity to help children have a Merry Christmas through two
different organizations.
The Prison Angel Tree allows us to share Christ’s love by helping meet the physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs of families of prisoners. Our church makes an annual
commitment to this highly rewarding program and recognizes it as a way to care for
some of the most overlooked members of our community. Prison Angel Tree Christmas
works by connecting parents in prison with their children through the delivery of Christmas gifts. We have a total of 38 children we are providing for this year. Due to Covid19, we are asking for donations instead of everyone purchasing individual gifts. We will
then purchase the gifts on line or order gift cards for each child. Please have your donations in to the church by
December 6. Mark your checks with Prison Angel Tree.

Ministries

The Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home, in Ruston, is licensed by the Department of Health and Hospitals as a
psychiatric residential treatment facility. It has 84 beds and residents are boys and girls from 10-17 years old.
They provide treatment services for children who are unable to live in less supportive settings such as family,
foster care or group homes. They provide intensive residential treatment services for children and families experiencing crises, emotional stress and relationship problems. Our church supports them by providing an Angel
Tree for the children. This year, due to Covid-19, we are asking the congregation to send in donations instead
of actually purchasing the individual gifts. This will allow us to send them a check and they will purchase or order online gifts for the children. We are providing for 35 children this year. Please send your donation in by
December 6 and mark on the bottom of your check that it is for the La. Methodist’s Children Home.
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Lowe, 349-0825.
Thanks for helping us continue these important ministries!
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Isaiah 11:1-2: "Then a shoot will spring from the stem of
Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit
of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord."
John 14:3: “When everything is ready, I will come and get
you, so that you will always be with me where I am.”

Advent was developed as a season of the church year in the late fourth century and was practiced across Christian churches worldwide by the sixth century. It was designed as an alternative time for the final preparation of
candidates for baptism after Christianity became the legal religion of the Roman Empire in 380, and the vast majority of citizens sought to become Christian. A single season could not accommodate all of those preparing for
baptism.
Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” The focus of Advent is on Christian life now in light of the culmination of all
things at Christ’s second coming. By focusing on last things, baptismal candidates were reminded of the need for
Christ to come again to make all things new as they prepared to begin their new lives in Christ. Similar to Lent,
Advent developed as a penitential season of varying lengths, but gradually became shortened to four weeks. Today, Advent is a four-week period that begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, which this year is November 29.

John Wesley revised the liturgical calendar for use by American Methodists in 1784 and kept Advent and its four
Sundays as part of Methodist ritual. However, the 1792 General Conference dramatically simplified the ritual
and Advent became a “lost practice” among most American Methodists for well over a century. By mid20th century, the Christmas season had become the nearly 30 days from American Thanksgiving to Christmas Eve
and many congregations expected Advent to conform to the cultural Christmas focus on the birth of Jesus.
By 1992, United Methodist liturgy and an expanded selection of Advent-specific hymns helped United Methodists understand and reclaim the original focus of Advent on the second coming of Christ. We now have many rich
resources to help us observe the fullness of what our Christian ancestors created the Advent season to do. We
can help others prepare for baptism as we contemplate together the destiny of the universe when Christ comes
in glory and then, during the Christmas Season, celebrate the gift of new birth and all that continues to unfold as
we remember the birth of God with us.
As part of your personal faith journey, Advent can be a time of study and prayer, and an opportynity for reflection on your faith and the ways that you can grow closer to God. It is also a time to join with your faith family as
we all anticipate the coming of Christ again, and celebrate the miracle of his birth here on Earth, and our rebirth
in him.

Excerpted from “What is the History of Advent?”, produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist
Communications. https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-history-of-advent-for-unitedmethodists
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Dear Friends, Tommy and I want to thank everyone for all the prayers, cards, calls,
and food which were done on our behalf during our ordeal with my leg. It is still a
battle, but we are doing well.
A special thanks for my lovely prayer quilt. It was a hit in the Alabama hospital, as
no one had ever seen one. There were many knots tied and prayers said by my
nurses and doctors.
All of you have become an extended family and we are blessed!
Love, Mary and Tommy

2021
Marie will be organizing confirmation classes
to begin soon. Please reach out to her if you
would like more information what exactly confirmation is, and if you’re interested in attending.
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Bob Lee
Diann Kendrick
Dale Letsinger
Joe and Carolyn Carroll
James Moore
Jen Lowe
Irma Jean Penick

Christine Liggin
Jen Lowe
A.W. and Diane McDonald
Dennis and Susan Myers
Vera Reynolds

November Birthdays
Maysen Behrens
Bettye Day
Allison Goins
Larry Howard
Diann Kendrick
Frank Lollar
Ann Martin
Ann Maxwell

Eric Pitts
Sarah Cates

Lamar Newton
Sarah Cates
Carole Cragon
Danny and Janice Crawford
Esther Circle
Howard and Donna Denison
Heather Frye

Charles Walker
Fran and Freddie Foster

2020 BUDGET

$ 538,751.20

AMOUNT NEEDED PER MONTH $ 47,707.05

FINANCIAL

SEPTEMBER

NOV 2020

SEPTEMBER INCOME
SEPTEMBER EXPENSES

$

31,048.43
33,192.48

SEPTEMBER INCOME LESS EXPENSES $

-2,144.05

REPORT
YTD INCOME
YTD EXPENSES

$

367,335.76
325,806.72

YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES

$

41,529.04
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Liz Meek
Margie Rachal
Mary Sue Rich
Jackie Tatum
Tim Sanders
Karen McCaffree
Laura McCaffree
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Shreveport LA 71118-4097
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Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader
CHURCH OFFICE

Phone: (318) 686-2553 E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com
Fax: (318) 686-2578 Web: www.christ-umc.com

Attendance Report OCTOBER 2020
Worship Attendance

October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25

In-Person
104
87
78
77

Live-Stream (Facebook/YouTube)
485
1001
263
328

Enter his gates with
and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him
and Praise his name. For the Lord is good and
his love endures forever.
Psalm 100:4-5
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