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   BELONGING                                   Rev. Mark J. Goins 
    
Way back in the dim dark misty recesses of the past, one of my favorite TV shows was called Cheers.  The 
show centered around a group of lovable characters from all walks of life.  The Cheers theme song for me 
sums up why I love Christ United Methodist Church so much:  

Making your way in the world today takes everything you've got. 
Taking a break from all your worries, sure would help a lot.  

Wouldn't you like to get away?  
Sometimes you want to go 

  
Where everybody knows your name, 

and they're always glad you came. 
You wanna be where you can see, 

our troubles are all the same 
You wanna be where everybody knows 

Your name.  
 

You wanna go where people know, 
people are all the same, 

You wanna go where everybody knows 
your name.  

 
For me - this is the picture of what belonging looks like.  Simply a place that no matter who you are or what 
you have done, you feel welcomed, loved, and part of a family.  

That is exactly why Christ United Methodist means so much to me.  Over the past five years, I felt like I be-
longed.  Christ UMC is that place where I could get away, be with God, and be myself.  My prayer is that 
anyone who walks in the doors of Christ UMC will feel the same love and acceptance that I have felt. 

 I challenge you the next couple of weeks to pray about how you can help people experience belonging. 
Think about when and where you have experienced belonging. What qualities did these groups or people 
have that gave you a sense of belonging? Think about when and where you have felt like you did not be-
long. What qualities did these groups or people have that made you feel like you did not belong?   

Now what can you do to make anyone that walks on the property of Christ UMC feel part of our fami-
ly?  What, as a church, do we need to do to make everyone feel welcome?  A place where everybody knows 
your name.  A place where you belong.  

Grace, Peace, and Godspeed,  

Mark 
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UMW CIRCLE  
MEETINGS 

Hope/Faith Circle:  May 17  
Sarah Circle:            May 18  
Grace Circle:            May 18  
Genesis Circle:        May 18 

*Check with circle chairs for time and place* 

Dear Good Friends at Christ UMC,  
 
Common Ground would like to express our sincere thanks for 

your donation of $151.10 and your continued support! We continue to feed our neighbors curbside. We have given 
out over 679,000 pounds of food to about 3,150 different families since COVID started last March. Thanks for the con-
tinued amazing support! You feed a LOT of hungry people!  

Sincerely,  

Lisa Conly Cronin 

Dear Christ UMC, 

I want to say thank you to all who helped and 
supported Irma and her family during her illness 
and hospitalizations with your phone calls, 
cards, and prayers.  

A special thank you goes to Ms Chris Liggin for 
all the food.  

Mr John Penick 

Don’t forget to save those 
can tabs for Shriner’s Hos-
pital. The funds from recy-
cling the tabs help fund 
programs for kids at 
Shriner’s. You can bring 
them to the office Monday 
through Thursday 9 AM to 
2 PM. 
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To all the Members of Christ UMC:   
 
Please accept my sincerest gratitude for your recent donation to Heifer International. Your gift is powering 
important work that flows from values-based partnerships. The support of donors like you has helped to lift 
up more than 34 million families since 1944.  

Thank you, 

Melanie Kapiros 

Dear Friends:   
 
We have received your donation of $51.10 to UMCOR Sager Brown. Thank you for your 
support. Gifts such as these help us to move our ministry forward and perform the 
mission that we have been called to fulfill.  
 

UMCOR’s mission is to alleviate human suffering while advancing hope and healing. UMCOR has responded to this call for over 
81 years.  
 
Thank you and all those involved in the donation of this generous gift. Your support is greatly appreciated.  
 

Grace and Peace,  

Amy Fuselier, Director of Relief Supplies 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Mission,  
 
Thank you!  The dear people you just helped with your gift may never have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am 
certain their response would be—Thank you! for your gift of $1200.00. Through your financial support, you are serving within a 
vital web of interactive relationships, partnering to engage globally in direct ministry to people in need. Together, may we con-
tinue to reveal the love of God for men, women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and national backgrounds and to 
demonstrate the healing power of the gospel with those who suffer.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Roland Fernandes, General Secretary 
Supporting Living Gifts:  Heifer International 

Dear Christ UMW,  
 
Thank you for the generous donation to the Clinton Indian Church and Community Center. Together we are 
able to assist two families in need. Rosina Lonebear is now raising 5 grandchildren after losing her 36-year-
old daughter to heart complications. Through your giving, you have helped provide bedding, pillows and 
comforters for the children. You also assisted Kehly Riggs, now taking care of her parents’ home after losing 
both to COVID-19 within 3 weeks.  

I ask you please to keep these families in your thoughts and prayers. Thank you again!  

Grace and Peace, Reverend Donna Pewo 
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Our own Addi Koll recently competed at Level 7 in the state gym-
nastics meet in south Louisiana as part of Jill’s Gymnastics Compe-
tition Team. She is now the State Champion on balance beam with 
a score of 9.75, and placed first as All Around State Champion! She 
has a gold medal for All Around State Champion, another gold for 
first place on balance beam, and bronze medals in state competi-
tion for bars and floor routines. The team from Jill’s Gymnastics 
also won first place in Level 7  for the state.  
 
Addi will be going to the national gymnastics competition in Orlan-
do, FL June 9-12. She has worked hard to overcome injuries and 
get back into competition, and her dedication has certainly paid 
off. We’re very proud of you, Addi, and look forward to cheering 
you on in June! Congratulations!   
 

 
Sunday, May 16 

Help us celebrate our graduating seniors during worship! 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a     

future.” 
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A Word from Bishop Harvey on Annual Conference 2021 
It seems as if we were just together for Annual Conference as we gathered virtual-
ly in November of 2020 for the postponed June Annual Conference Session. While 
it seems like yesterday, much has happened and you have continued to respond 
faithfully. Many have returned to in-person worship navigating masks, social dis-
tancing, and a new way of being together. 
 

Small groups are meeting in responsible ways. You have navigated a new landscape with commitment, grace, and love for one 
another. While we are beginning to see improvement around COVID-19 cases we also recognize that the pandemic is still very 
much alive. We continue to face a growing asset gap between the rich and the poor, racism is prevalent in our communities, and 
as we brace ourselves for another hurricane season, we are beginning to experience that climate change is very real.  

Unique Time 

We continue to find ourselves at a unique time in the life of the church and the world. Yet, we have a story to tell! We are each 
part of a unique story - a Story of Louisiana United Methodists worth telling and worth hearing. As we gather on May 22 for this 
year’s Annual Conference we will gather around a virtual table once again to tell our Story. Many of you have become “Zoom 
Pros” and this year’s conference should be as familiar as the Gold Dome and Shreveport Convention Center have been in the past. 

I beg your patience as we live into this virtual Conference. I will once again miss seeing you in person and taking our annual photos 
together and sharing a meal with you, but I am confident that our time together will be rich and formative as we continue to 
shape the United Methodist Church in this unique time. What an opportunity we have before us! We will care for the essentials. 
We will celebrate in worship and commission and ordain those who have looked forward to this day for a long time. 

It will be different but in many significant ways, it will be the same. I look forward to seeing our STORY unfold. 

Grace and Peace, 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
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5-3   Coleen Farabough 
5-8    Billie Worsham 
5-10  Judy Hurst  
5-11  Peggy Crawford 
5-15  Lauren Baldwin 
          Jerry Bruce 
5-16  Jean Wisinger 
5-19  Betty Walker 

5-20  Ed Behrens 
5-25  Mary Howard 
5-26 Jacob LaFortune 
5-27 Stacy Haren 
         Barbara Luce-LaFortune 
5-29  Barbara Livesay 
 

Beginning Sunday, May 2, 2021, the quilt 
room will be open again to anyone to say a 
prayer and tie knots for the prayer quilts. 
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’ ! 9, 2021 

Ladies, help us celebrate Mother’s Day by wearing a hat to worship 
on Sunday, May 9th! If you were part of our hat party in 2019, feel 
free to wear the hat that you made. If you weren't part of our hat 
party in 2019, please wear any hat of your choosing. There are no 
rules—it can be colorful , sophisticated, fun , expressive, match 
your outfit, or make a statement all its own . The sky’s the limit!!  
 
We will also have special music during the worship service with 
guests Michael Butterman , Jennifer Carsillo, and Brenda Wimberly.  
 
Just as moms wear many hats, let's see how many different hats we 
can bring to celebrate Mother's Day during this special service! 
 
 

 

http://www.giveforgoodnla.org/commonground 

 

https://www.giveforgoodnla.org/commonground
http://www.giveforgoodnla.org/commonground
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 Mickey Camp 
Paul and Margie Rachal  
Chris and Rebecca Elcan 
 
Harman Chandler 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
  
James Evans 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
 

Brittney  and Amy Foster 
Freddie & Fran Foster 
 
LaMurriel Kirkpatrick 
Danny & Janice Crawford 
 
Pat LaGrone 
 Les and Jackie Michaelis 
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2021 BUDGET                                   $  528,951.16 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $    44,080.00 

MARCH  INCOME                               $       38,850.98 
MARCH  EXPENSES                                     35,038.74 
 
MARCH  INCOME LESS EXPENSES   $        3,812.24 

FINANCIAL 
MARCH 
REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $     152,956.76 
YTD EXPENSES                                            106,284.72 
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $     46,672.04 

Communion 

Offering 
Our May communion offering will support the 
Peace With Justice initiative. Peace with Justice is 
a faithful expression of shalom in the Bible. It 
calls the church to strengthen its capacity to ad-
vocate publicly in communities and nations 
throughout the world.   
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                    Worship Attendance APR 2021 

   In-Person     Live-Stream (FB & YT)       
   APR   4                   138                            202 
   APR 11                     84                            162 
   APR 18                     92                            190 
   APR 25                     93                            208  
                                
                                                

“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all 

who will ever believe in me through their message. I pray 

that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as 

you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be 

in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” 

 
John  17: 20-21 

 

 


