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  UMCOR LAUNCHES NEW COVID-19 INITIATIVE  

UMCOR is expanding its efforts in the fight against the novel coronavirus and the disease 
it causes, COVID-19. UMCOR has launched a giving campaign, “Sheltering in Love,” to 
assist vulnerable communities in the United States and around the world. 
 
Since the start of the coronavirus outbreak, UMCOR has been working with health 
boards, medical professionals, disaster management coordinators, and faith leaders to 
prevent the further spread of the coronavirus. Partners in China, Africa, and the Philip-
pines have already received solidarity grants. Training materials have been developed 
and disseminated in four languages to facilitate online trainings focused on prepared-
ness and prevention. 
 
The impact of COVID-19 is far-reaching and demands an even greater response. 
 
Through the COVID-19 Response Fund, UMCOR plans to release grants to equip partners 
who assist vulnerable populations around the world impacted by COVID-19, including 
racial/ethnic and indigenous communities in the United States. Recognizing that COVID-
19 is affecting racial/ethnic communities in the U.S. at a disproportionate rate, Global 
Ministries has also committed money from the Human Relations Day Fund and the Na-
tive American Ministries Sunday Fund to provide assistance in racial/ethnic communities 
in the U.S.  
 
Grants of up to $20,000 will be awarded and disbursed quickly and efficiently to address 
pressing needs in the areas of health, food insecurity, water, sanitation and hygiene, and 
economic instability. Grant applications will be available by Monday, April 27 via  
umcmission.org.  
 
Gifts to the UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund should be directed to Advance #3022612. 
To give online, visit https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-
fund.aspx. To give by check, send checks payable to Advance GCFA to: 
 
Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO 
P.O. BOX 9068 New York, NY 10087 
 
For additional information, contact Tom Farley, director of development, 
at tfarley@umcmission.org or call (800) 862-4246. 

https://www.umcmission.org
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
mailto:tfarley@umcmission.org
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On Monday, April 27, Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards extended the stay at home order until May 15. 
The governor’s order is based on current data and in consultation with epidemiologists and other health pro-
fessionals. 
 
I fully recognize that many of you want to return to in-person worship, but in the best interest of the people 
we serve, I ask that you not return to in-person worship until at least the end of May. A team led by Dr. Van 
Stinson, including pastors, medical experts, and others, is being assembled to create a plan for a return to 
our places of worship in a responsible manner. 
 
I am reminded each and every day that the church is not the building but the people. The “people” are our 
greatest concern. From the moment this pandemic began to affect how we minister and share the Gospel, I 
have continually been amazed by the creativity and extraordinary innovation with which you and your 
churches have embraced online worship. You continue to find imaginative and productive ways to reach peo-
ple for Jesus, whether it is proclaiming the Gospel with your iPhone or praying with individual members over 
the telephone. I celebrate you and your extraordinary ministry. The preparation for this new way of worship 
is hard work and exhausting. Zoom Fatigue is a new phenomenon. I trust that you and your District Superin-
tendent will continue to be in conversation about what you are learning and any needs you may have. 
 
Know that I pray for you daily that God may continue to give you “a spirit not of fear but of power and love 
and of sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) I also add a few things to the list – I pray that God will give you strength, 
humility, patience, compassion, grace, faith, and things you may not even know you need. 
 
Thank you for bringing the Gospel to a world so desperately in need of the Good News. 

 
Grace and Peace,   
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey  

The Latest From  
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey:   

Stay Extended, "Care for Yourself" 
The following is an excerpt of the latest message from Bishop Harvey regarding the extension of our stay-at-home 
order. To read the complete article, go to https://www.la-umc.org and click on the icon for Bishop Harvey’s mes-
sage.  

If you are reading the electronic version of the Challenger, you can click on the following link to go to that 
webpage:    

Message from Bishop Harvey 

https://www.la-umc.org/newsdetail/the-latest-from-bishop-cynthia-fierro-harvey-stay-extended-zoom-fatigue-13652851
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Zoom is a free video conferencing app that 
Christ UMC is using for meetings and our 
on-line prayer study. You can sign up by 
going to https://zoom.us/ and clicking on 
the “Sign up for Free” orange button on 
their home screen. This is a great tool for 
staying connected wherever you happen 
to be.  

Christ UMC Smart Phone App 
Now there’s another way to stay con-
nected to your church family. You can 
download a Christ UMC app for your 
smart phone! Send a text to 77977 with 
the words Christ UMC LA app, and you 
will receive a text back with a link to 
download the app from your app store. 

The app will have our prayer list, upcoming events 
and announcements, links to Zoom meetings and on-
line worship events, and a link for on-line giving. 
Download your app today and let us know what you 
think!  

Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join our YouTube channel by going to youtube.com and 
searching for Christ UMC LA.  
 
Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifi-
cations so you don’t miss any of our worship services.  
 
 

 
 

On Facebook, look for Christ United 
Methodist Church Shreveport, or by click-
ing this link:   
https://www.facebook.com/
christumcshreveport/  

Be sure to like and follow us on Facebook 
to get notifications of our services and 
events.   

Christ United  
Methodist Church 
Shreveport 
@christumcshreveport 

Christ UMC has two ways to attend our on-line worship services as we all shelter in place. You 
can watch us on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM on our YouTube channel, or through our Face-
book page. There is more information below on connecting to our YouTube and Facebook 
services.   
 
Links to each service are emailed weekly in our email blasts. You can also access our services 
each Sunday morning through our website at www.christ-umc.com, or through our smart 
phone app.  

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS 

 

https://zoom.us/
http://www.youtube.com
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
http://www.christ-umc.com
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Dear Good Friends,  
 
Common Ground would like to express its deepest thanks for your generous donation 
of $510.55. As always, we SO appreciate your support of our efforts to feed our friends 
in Cedar Grove. During the COVID-19 crisis, that number of people has grown dramati-
cally. During a normal week “before,” we would serve an average of 200 meals and our 

food pantry would provide about 1200 pounds of food to about 95 households, mostly to our friends in Cedar Grove. 
During just the week of April 6th, 2020, we served over 850 meals curbside and gave out 18,592 pounds of food to 
families from all over Caddo and Bossier Parishes. This included handing out the lunches provided by the Food Bank 
to children on Mondays-Fridays.  
 
We would also like to express its deepest thanks for another kind donation—$56.65. We appreciate your continued 
support of our efforts to feed, educate, and empower our friends in Cedar Grove. We are very touched by the dona-
tions and support at a time when we are all dealing with the challenges.  
 
Donations like this will help be ready to feed anyone who comes to our door during this “interesting” time. Again, we 
thank you for your generous and loving spirit! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Lisa Conly Cronin 

Thanks to our donors who 
participated in our blood 

drive on April 28! 

7 Pints 

A big “THANK YOU!” to Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
for putting up and decorating our flower cross. 
It was such a blessing to see our cross on Resur-
rection Sunday as a reminder of the hope that 
is given to us through our faith in Christ! 
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Youth Events 
 
 
June 7-10—ChristGrove Mission Trip to Dallas. We will be working with Wesley Rankin and Brighter Bites to help  
                     serve the community 
June 15-19—Junior High camp at Camp Caney 
June 22-26– Senior High camp at Camp Caney 
 
July 13-18—CCE (Christian Community Experience) 
July 23-26—Weekend of the Cross/Shreveport 

 
 
Events listed on this page are subject to change, depending on 
the coronavirus situation and any precautions that may remain 
necessary. As new information becomes available, we’ll keep 
you updated through email blasts, our website, the Christ UMC 
app, and the Challenger.      

Art and Apps is rescheduled for May 29th 

 We hope to be able to see you for this fun evening! 

Click for more details  

https://www.facebook.com/events/237937277259842/
https://www.facebook.com/events/237937277259842/
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UPDATED CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION RESOURCES 
Here are some sources of helpful information about coronavirus. There is a link to Governor Edwards’ most recent 
stay-at-home order extension in addition to other information sites.  
 
 
Governor Edwards Stay at Home Order May 15 Extension 
State of Louisiana Coronavirus Updates 
City of Shreveport Coronavirus Local Information 
CDC Website 
 

Iona Ashley 
Lauren Baldwin 
Janet Bates 
Ed Behrens 
Jerry Bruce 
Diana Cessor 
Peggy Crawford 
Coleen Farabough 
Stacy Haren 

Mary Howard 
Justin Hughes 
Judy Hurst 
Jacob LaFortune 
Pat LaGrone 
Barbara Luce 
Betty Walker 
Jean Wisinger 
Billie Worsham 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our 
mothers, and to everyone who has 
filled that role in a child’s life. Enjoy 
this special day as we celebrate you 
in our lives!   

Proverbs 31:27-28 
She watches over the affairs of her household and 
does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children arise 
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises 
her.  

 
 
Ephesians 6:1-3   
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first com-
mandment with a promise—“so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 
 
 Proverbs 6:20-21  
My son, keep your father’s command and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.  Bind them always on your 
heart; fasten them around your neck. 
 

https://gov.louisiana.gov/home-order-extended-may15/
https://coronavirus.la.gov/
https://www.shreveportla.gov/2553/Coronavirus-Local-Information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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Jim Evans 
Ethel Haughton 
A.W. and Diane McDonald 
Merry Nell Miller 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
Chuck and Elaine Stripling 
 
 

Brittney Foster 
Freddie and Fran Foster 
Ed Houston 
 
David Clark 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
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2020 BUDGET                                   $  538,751.20 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $    47,707.05 

MAR INCOME                                       $       39,609.02 
MAR EXPENSES                                             40,246.85 
 
MAR INCOME LESS EXPENSES         $           - 637.83 

FINANCIAL 

MAR 
REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $      116,331.64 
YTD EXPENSES                                             117,613.62  
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $       -1,281.98      
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Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport, Louisiana 71118-4097 

                               Attendance Report    MARCH 2020 

                                           Traditional           The Well         Sunday School   Live Stream * 
                       
                                
                                                

  
  
  
  
   

March   1                  142                       36                           99 
March   8                  146                       22                           78 
March 15                    73                                                       
March 22                                                                                                               100 
March 29                                                                                                                 92 
 
*Attendance numbers for Live Stream are approximate figures 

Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or ca-
lamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (As the Scriptures 
say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) No, despite all these things, 
overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate 
us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our wor-
ries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky 
above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Romans 8:35-39 


