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  EASTER PEOPLE            Rev. Mark Bray 
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     “We are Easter people!” A professor at my seminary made this claim eve-
ry time he preached at chapel worship. It seemed to me at the time that he 
just could not come up with anything else to preach. Yet, over the years, I 
see where he was coming from. We are Easter people. We are people of the 
risen Christ. Our culture puts a huge emphasis on the birth of Jesus. You 
know how Christmas itself has grown into a big industry in the world. There 
are places around the world who have very few Christians but still 
“Christmas” is celebrated. We, of course, put a big emphasis on Christmas 
in the church as well. Special music, lighting of the candles on Christmas 
Eve, and decorating the sanctuary.  

    Don’t get me wrong - the birth of Jesus was and is a big deal and should 
be celebrated. Yet it is the resurrection of Jesus that impacted our lives for 
eternity. Jesus died on the cross for our sins and when he came out of the 
tomb, he gave us eternal hope and life.  To me that is a bigger deal than Je-
sus’ birth. For some reason though Easter does not quite get the love that 
Christmas gets. Yes, there are more people in worship on Easter Sunday 
than usual, and people dress up really nice, but it just doesn’t have that 
Christmas feel.  Maybe it is because our culture does not make a big deal 
about Easter like it does with Christmas.  Of course, there is a lot of candy 
sold, but it’s not just the same.  

    Now I, of course, cannot get our world to change its thinking, but I would 
encourage you to look at what the resurrection really means and then cele-
brate it appropriately.  It is a big deal that Jesus did not stay in the tomb! 
We are Easter people! We are people of the risen Christ. We are people 
who know about eternal life and hope. This is life-changing news! So let us 
celebrate, not just on Easter Sunday but each and every day. Christ is Risen! 
Hallelujah!  
 
  

In His Name,  
 

Rev. Mark 
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The Christ UMC office will be closed for the 
Memorial Day holiday as we remember those 
who have given their lives for the freedoms 

we enjoy.   

Monday, May 30 

The Christ UMC Mission Team will participate in Paint 
Your Heart Out.  The program is designed to provide 
painting and make minor exterior repairs to the homes 
of low-income elderly, and/or disabled citizens within 
the city limits of Shreveport.  
 
A sign-up sheet and volunteer packets are available in 
the narthex or the church office. If you have any ques-
tions about PYHO, you can call Tim Holland or Jen Lowe, 
or call the  church office.  

T 
A 

May 14 
2022 

Ladies, don’t forget to wear your hats for Mother’s 
Day! Wear a heat of your choosing - a new hat, a fa-
vorite hat, or the hat you made at Christ UMC a few 
years ago. Whatever you choose, put on your best 
Mother’s Day hat and celebrate with us! 

May 8 is Hat Day! 

REGISTER ONLINE 
TO DONATE 

LifeShare Blood Center will be in the Fellowship 
Hall from 9:30 to 1:00  pm. Help us make our dona-
tion goal and help those in our community who 
need blood for surgery, illness, or trauma. Walk-ins 
are welcome, or you can register online for a dona-
tion time by clicking the link above.  

https://donor.lifeshare.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/232384
https://donor.lifeshare.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/232384
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May   3 - Coleen Farabough 
May 10 - Judy Hurst 
May 11 - Peggy Crawford 
May 15 - Lauren Baldwin 
                 Jerry Bruce 
May 16 - Jean Wisinger 

May 19 - Betty Walker 
May 25 - Mary Howard 
May 26 - Jacob LaFortune 
May 27 - Stacy Haren 
              - Barbara Luce 
May 29 - Barbara Livesay  
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SENIOR ADULT ACTIVITIES 
Christ Seniors in Action will meet Tuesday, May 10 at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bring a dish to share at the potluck lunch. Our speaker for the day will be our own Jona-
than King, who will talk about his mission trip to Cuba.            
    

 
Terrific Tuesday meets on Tuesday, May 24 at 9:00 AM. Enjoy a morning of fellowship,  and card and 
board games. Bring your own sandwich, and dessert and drinks are provided.  

The UMW has a new name and a new look!  You can read 
more about this decision and what these changes mean 
going forward by clicking the link below, or talk with Merry 
Nell Miller or Peggy Evans for more information.  

 
 
 

Christ UMC Circle Meetings 
Sarah Circle:  May 17 @ 11:00 AM—Potluck lunch meeting 
at the home of Merry Nell Miller 
Grace Circle:  May 17 @ 1:00 PM - Fellowship Hall 
Genesis Circle:  May 17 @ 6:00 PM  -  Location TBD 

United Women in Faith 

Circle  
Meetings 

Have you noticed increased 
additions to your kitchen towel 
collection? If so, some of 
them may belong to the Christ 
UMC kitchen. Please return 
these dish towels ASAP!  

We collected 3 lbs of pull tabs in March and 
April! The funds for recycling will go to support 
programs for the children of Shriners Hospital 
for Children.  

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/womens-agency-hits-refresh-expands-welcome?fbclid=IwAR0i_fqlwDl_0T_QGmDPBrKMimg5ffLOylmBTt-M_RwgaH1_kDzfgYG_MrY
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Our worship service is live-streamed every Sunday at 11 AM on YouTube and Facebook. Click the 
icons to go to our YouTube and Facebook pages.  

 

www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport                          www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport 

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP  

Christ UMC Shreveport 
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Lay Servant Ministries and the Board of Laity are excited to offer three lay development courses on May 
14, 2022, from 8:30 am - 5 pm. 
 
There will be two options for participating in these classes. Participants can be present at the speaker lo-
cation where the class is being taught, or they may participate in a watch room at a church in their dis-
trict.  A class leader will be present in each watch room to help lead discussion.  Watch room partici-
pants will be able to watch the class live on-screen at the watch location and will have the opportunity to 
interact live with the speaker throughout the course. 
  
Watch locations for each class will be offered in New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Lafayette, Alexandria, and 
Shreveport.  
 
Registration will be $15, which includes lunch and refreshments.  Registration information will be circulat-
ed as soon as the locations are finalized. 
  
Click the links below to get more information from the Conference website, including descriptions of each 
course as well as a link to the participants’ book. If you are interesting in attending the training but do 
not have computer access, we will be happy to print off materials in the office for you.  
 
Participants are responsible for acquiring course materials, completing the reading, and answering any 
questions in the materials prior to the course date.  

 

LAY SERVANT TRAINING 

LAY SERVANT TRAINING  
REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION 

https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
https://www.la-umc.org/newsdetail/lay-servant-ministries-training-16421544
https://www.la-umc.org/newsdetail/lay-servant-ministries-training-16421544
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INCOME                               BUDGET          ACTUAL         DIFFERENCE 
                                     $    141,855.00      113,058.00        (28,797.00) 
 
EXPENSES                  $     122,894.00        97,159.00         25,735.00 

FINANCIAL 
GIVING 
REPORT 

As Of March , 2022 

If you have questions about our finance updates, please contact Doug 
Bland, our Finance Team chair, for more information.   
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Lynn Beaird 
Tim and Terrie Hamilton 
Jen Lowe 
 
James Flurry 
John and Sharon Albritton 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Polly Cook 
Frank and Charlene Eberhardt 
Bettye Hampton 
Home Builders Assoc. of North-
west LA 
Ed Houston 
Alan D. Jackson, Jr. 
Paul Johnston 
Jen Lowe 
Ann Marrs 
Eva Nell Sims 
Ray and Cindy Sledge 
 

Fran Foster 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 
Frank and Charlene Eberhardt 
Bettye Hampton 
Ed Houston 
Loueene Johnston 
Jen Lowe 
Ray and Cindy Sledge 
 
 
Jim and Anne LaFortune 
Ed Houston 
Ray and Cindy Sledge 
 
Colleen Smith 
Builders SS Class 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Polly Cook 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 

Frank and Charlene Eberhardt 
Ann and Brett Gause 
Bettye Hampton 
Ed Houston 
Loueene Johnston 
Christine Liggin 
Jen Lowe 
Ann Marrs 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
 
Edna Whitson 
Jean and George Baldwin 
Builders SS Class 
Polly Cook 
Bettye Hampton 
Loueene Johnston 
 

Our communion offering in May supports the 
efforts of UMC Peace with Justice, which 
calls us to love our enemies, seek justice, and 
serve as reconcilers of conflict. It also sup-
ports local social justice ministries in our con-
ference.  

Communion 

Offering 

MAY 
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark Bray….………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                                           Attendance April  2022 

   Worship  On-Line        Sunday School 
April 3                        76                   23                 51 
April 10                      85                       18                 43                    
April 14                      32                       12 
(Holy Thu)           
April 17            127                       13                  41 
April 24               83         18        44 

 

 

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the 
works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father.  

  John 14:12 


