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  WORSHIPPING TOGETHER             Rev. Mark J. Goins 

 

 
Dear Christ Family, 
 
Oh, how I was hoping that we would be able to start in-person worship on July 5th.  Everyone 
that I have talked to misses our Christ family and wants to gather together.  I have been earnest-
ly praying for guidance about starting to worship in the sanctuary.  However, during my prayer 
time, I have heard over and over again the word “no.”  
 
This was compounded by the report that churches are the second-highest place that COVID 
spreads.  Also, our Governor decided not to go to Phase Three and is keeping Louisiana in Phase 
Two.  Louisiana is also seeing a rise in cases in South Louisiana.   Thankfully, Shreveport seems to 
still be going down in reported cases and I want to keep it that way. 
 
So, I have to decided to continue worshiping online for the foreseeable future.  I believe that is 
the best case for our congregation to continue to “do no harm.”  I am so thankful for all the 
good that you are doing during this time.  I am so thankful that we are able to worship together 
live through the internet.  Thank you to everyone who is helping to hand out free meals to 
kids.  Thank you to everyone who continues to support the mission of introducing everyone to 
the love of Christ by giving your tithes and offerings above those tithes.  Thank you to our team 
leaders who are calling our church family each and every week.  Thank you to everyone who is 
showing the love of Christ wherever you go!   
 
We do have a couple of Sunday school classes that are meeting together.  If you would like a 
time to meet at the church, please call me so that I can schedule you in a time that other groups 
are not here.  Everyone has to wear a mask, and there is no eating or drinking during your 
time.  Church in homes might also be an option if people are willing to wear the masks and so-
cial distance during the week.   
 
If you are feeling anxious, lonely, or stressed, please call me or a friend.  We need each other to 
truly live out our calling as the body of Christ.   
 
I would never have imagined what this year would hold.  However, I am sure glad that God is 
walking with us during this time!  Until next time, may the Lord bless you and keep you! 

 
Grace, Peace, and Godspeed,  

Mark 
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Fourth of July Fun Facts 
 Congress made Independence Day an official unpaid holiday for federal employees in 1870. In 1938, Congress changed Inde-

pendence Day to a paid federal holiday.  
 
  Only John Hancock actually signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. All the others signed later.  
 
 The Declaration of Independence was signed by 56 men from 13 colonies. 

 The average age of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence was 45. The youngest was Thomas Lynch, Jr (27) of South 
Carolina.  The oldest delegate was Benjamin Franklin (70) of Pennsylvania. The lead author of The Declaration, Thomas Jeffer-
son, was 33. 

 The only two signers of the Declaration of Independence who later served as President of the United States were John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson.  

  The stars on the original American flag were in a circle so all the Colonies would appear equal.  

  The first Independence Day celebration took place in Philadelphia on July 8, 1776. This was also the day that the Declaration of 
Independence was first read in public after people were summoned by the ringing of the Liberty Bell.  

 Every 4th of July the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is tapped (not actually rung) thirteen times in honor of the original thirteen 
colonies.  

  The tune of the National Anthem was originally used by an English drinking song called “to Anacreon in Heaven.” The words 
have nothing to do with consumption of alcohol but the “melody that Francis Key had in mind when he wrote those words did 
originate decades earlier as the melody for a song praise of wine.”  

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 
 

July 21st 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
LifeShare Blood Center 

Linwood Avenue 

Call Tim Holland to sign up for 
the Christ UMC Blood Drive at 
the LifeShare Blood Center on 
Linwood Avenue. Choose your 
own time between 8:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM.  
 
If you are able, please pick a 
time, roll up your sleeves, and 
donate for all those who need 
blood donations for illness or 
surgeries.  
 
Click the link below for tips on 
ways to get ready for your do-
nation:   
 
Tips For Donating 
  

http://www.lifeshare.org/sit-sip-snack
http://www.lifeshare.org/sit-sip-snack
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Sign up at  https://zoom.us/ Click the 
“Sign up for Free” orange button on their 
home screen.   

Christ UMC Smart Phone App 
Download the Christ UMC app today! 
Text 77977 with the words Christ UMC 
LA app, to get the link to download the 
app from your app store.  
 
 

Christ 
 UMC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join our YouTube channel by going to youtube.com and 
searching for Christ UMC LA.  
 
Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifi-
cations so you don’t miss any of our worship services.  
 

 
 

On Facebook, look for Christ United 
Methodist Church Shreveport, or by click-
ing this link:   
https://www.facebook.com/
christumcshreveport/  

Be sure to like and follow us on Facebook 
to get notifications of our services and 
events.   

Christ United  
Methodist Church 
Shreveport 
@christumcshreveport 

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS 

 

UPDATED CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION RESOURCES 
Here are some sources of helpful information about coronavirus. There is a link to Governor Edwards’ most recent 
stay-at-home order extension in addition to other information sites.  
 
 
Governor Edwards:  LA to remain in Phase 2 
State of Louisiana Coronavirus Updates 
City of Shreveport Coronavirus Local Information 
CDC Website 
 

https://zoom.us/
http://www.youtube.com
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2561
https://coronavirus.la.gov/
https://www.shreveportla.gov/2553/Coronavirus-Local-Information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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The term “ordinary time” doesn’t inspire much excitement. But ordinary time—the times in the liturgical calendar that fall 
between the two major cycles in the life of the church—doesn’t have to mean boring. In fact, this extraordinary time that 
we are experiencing can bring unexpected blessings. Limiting our outside activities gives us the opportunity to make this 
year’s ordinary time an extraordinary time in our faith life as well by giving us an extra opportunity for study and reflection 
on our faith journey. What areas do we need to work on? What areas will take us outside our comfort zone and stretch our 
faith? What do we do well? What in our faith life excites us? Challenges us?  
 
It can also be a time for deeper study, for listening, for prayer. Time for unhurried moments of connection between your 
spirit and the Holy Spirit. It can be a time to grow in discipleship, a time to live out your gifts and callings.  This extraordinary 
time also gives you the opportunity to look at your personal ordinary time—your ordinary life—and examine if your life re-
flects your faith.  Are you loving others as Christ loves you?  Do you share your faith with others? Are you able to extend 
forgiveness to others? Do you set aside time each day to be fully open to God’s presence through prayer?  
 
While we are limiting activities in the wake of the coronavirus situation, what a gift it is to have the time to devote to study, 
listening, and discernment, and make this an extraordinary time in your faith journey.  
 
In grateful appreciation to: 
Watson, Lindsey; 09-24-2015.  A Reflection for Ordinary Time:  https://www.deeplyrootedmag.com/blogs/blog/53705605-a-reflection-for-ordinary-time   
Deeply Rooted.  https://www.deeplyrootedmag.com/pages/mission-purpose  
Running in Circles; on-line blog by Lindsey Watson. https://watsonsonline.wordpress.com/  

Ordinary Time  
in this  

 

As a result of social distancing and many of the unknowns that we are currently facing con-
cerning COVID-19, Annual Conference 2020 has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 
19 at First United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge.  An alternate date of Saturday, Novem-
ber 21 has also been reserved at FUMC, Baton Rouge should we not be able to gather in 
September.   
 
The Clergy Session will be held the day before on September 18 or November 20 respec-
tively. The Celebration of Ministry Service will be held on Friday evening, September 18 or 
November 20.   
 
The Annual Conference Design Team, along with the Conference staff and Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey, are currently working on details related to the agenda.  The Annual Confer-

ence session will be different in both format and time. While those details are forthcoming, there are some items within our holy 
conferencing that are both necessary and needed. We will, of course, worship, share conference reports, as well as legislative res-
olutions. Additionally, we will ordain and license our clergy, memorialize those we have lost, and celebrate those who are retiring. 
The 2020-2021 conference budget will also be presented and voted on.   
 
You should expect that many of the reports typically given during the Conference Session will be shared in a digital format utilizing 
Webinars, podcasts, and other ways that will allow for participants to ask questions and gain clarity about the work of the Confer-
ence. For the past two years, Rev. R. DeAndre Johnson has been serving as our worship leader. Through music, Johnson has been 
helping us weave our stories together. The pastor of music and worship life from Christ Church, Sugarland, will be with us again.    

Click the Annual Conference link to read the article at the conference website.  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020 

https://www.deeplyrootedmag.com/blogs/blog/53705605-a-reflection-for-ordinary-time
https://www.deeplyrootedmag.com/pages/mission-purpose
https://watsonsonline.wordpress.com/
https://www.la-umc.org/newsdetail/annual-conference-2020-an-update-on-whats-next-13927094
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It may be a long time between July 4 and Labor Day, but here are several unique holidays to celebrate while we’re waiting: 
 
July 7—Chocolate Day.  Chocolate is a cause for celebration every day! 
 
July 10—Cheer up the Lonely Day. A great day to get started regularly checking in with those who are homebound and sharing 
some time with them.  
 
July 21—National Junk Food Day.  
 
July 22—Hammock Day. Good place to think about changing your eating habits from the day before.  
 
July 27—Once you finish with Hammock Day, you can begin a new exercise regimen on Take Your Houseplants on a Walk day, 
which is also Take Your Pants for a Walk day.  I suggest  taking your pants walking while you’re walking your houseplants.  
 
August 4—National Coast Guard Day. Hug a Coastie! 
 
August 9—Book Lover’s Day. Great time to incorporate more reading into your regular schedule. Get a book on astronomy and 
get prepared for . . . .  
 
August 11-13—Perseid Meteor Showers. You can take advantage of that hammock again.  
 
August 20—World Mosquito Day. Every day is mosquito day in Louisiana, so we are way ahead of the curve on this one.  
 
August 22—Be An Angel Day.  Call a friend, run some errands, or prepare a meal for someone who needs a helping hand.  
 
August 27—Global Forgiveness Day. Challenge yourself to incorporate a more forgiving attitude in your everyday life.  
 
September 5—Be Late for Something Day.  Followed by . . .  
 
September 6—Fight Procrastination Day.  Gotta celebrate on both ends of the continuum.  
  
And we’ve reached Labor Day! Take the day off from all the celebrating you’ve done in the last 2 months.  
 
You can read more about all the interesting special days and months by going to the Holiday Insights website.  

Celebrate all Summer! 

http://holidayinsights.com
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Youth Events 
 
 
 Our Youth Group is meeting on Sunday mornings from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM  in the Youth area.  
 
July 13-18—CCE (Christian Community Experience, virtual meeting on-line) 

ID 47477291 © Carolyn Franks | Dreamstime.com 

Michael Anne Behrens 
Bob Bitowski 
Frances Bland 
Mary Findley 
Freddie Foster 
Rodney Greening 
Hayes Henderson 
Sue Holland 
Dee Jacks 
Peggy Jeffrey 
Nickie Johnson 
Sara Kiser 
Larissa Koll 

Vivian Locking 
Gwen Lollar 
Jen Lowe 
Marie Phillips 
Vernon Rich 
Dixie Riser 
Jerry Silva 
Lane Stephenson 
Amanda Tatum 
Ed Thomason 
Polly Vineyard 
Elaine White 
Edna Whitson 

Dear Good Friends,  
 
Thank you for yet another generous donation—this time 
for $185.00, and for your recent donation of $320.00. As 
always, we give a call-out to you, as you by far have been 
the longest continued supports of the food pantry. I do 
have to say that I can’t wait until I get to visit with Ed as we 
unload the red bags from his truck! 
 
I wanted to share something written by Sarah Shoup, our 
director of operations and programming about the last few 
months:   
“We are making plans to serve our community when we 
are allowed to gather again in large groups, and coming up 
with ways to serve our families and children this summer. 
We don’t know exactly what things will look like in the 
coming weeks, but we are committed to providing the love 
and support to our community that it has come to count 
on. We are thankful that you have been, and will continue 
to be right there with us!”   
 
Thank you as always for your generous and loving spirits! 
 
Sincerely,  Lisa Conley Cronin 

Sharing a Joy!! 
Kenneth and Beth Roblow will celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on July 6, 2020.  

Congratulations Kenneth and Beth!! 
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Jim Evans 
Pam and Mike Donley 
Tim and Sue Holland 
 
Brittney Foster 
Fran and Freddie Foster 
  
Louella Hills 
Builders SS Class 
Don and Kathy Corliss 

 
Bob Lee 
Don and Kathy Corliss 
Stephen and Debbie Lee 
Merry Nell Miller 
Marian Muse 
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2020 BUDGET                                   $  538,751.20 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $    47,707.05 

MAY  INCOME                                       $      3244.50* 
MAY EXPENSES                                          32,561.63 
 
MAY INCOME LESS EXPENSES         $    -29,317.13     

*Returned $50,000 float back to dedicated fund 

FINANCIAL 

MAY 
REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $     206,418.01 
YTD EXPENSES                                            184,291.18  
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $       22,126.83      

Our July communion offering will go to  support the Outdoor Wilder-
ness Learning Center (OWL). The OWL Center is on 800 acres and pro-
vides programs designed to encourage teamwork, family bonds, char-
acter development, education, and fun! Dynamic activities, including 
team building, self-esteem skills, and family strengthening experiences 
help accomplish the overall mission of the OWL Center, which is build-
ing relationships. 

The Outdoor Wilderness 
Learning Center is a minis-
try of Louisiana United 
Methodist Children & 
Family Services, Inc. 

Our  UMW collected $74.22 from the 
Kroger Community Rewards program 
from Feb 27 through May 26! Thanks 
to all who designated Christ UMC’s 
UMW to receive these funds that will 
support mission work.  There are cur-
rently 31 households at Christ UMC 
that are participating in this program.  
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                                                           Attendance Report    MAY 2020                                           

                                                                             Live Stream Worship* 

                       
                                
                                                

  
  
  
  
   

Live-stream attendance figures show the number of people accessing our service through YouTube and 
Facebook. While we are all anxious to worship together as usual, these numbers are a reminder of the pow-
erful tools we have to introduce everyone to the love of Christ!      
 
May   3:    631 
May 10:    633 
May 17:    695 
May 24:    524 
May 31:    527 

 

 
Colossians 3:15 


