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Could it be that the words spoken long ago by the prophets are still relevant to us to-
day? There could be a case made that they are. Many, however, would say the proph-
ets were just some angry men who pronounced judgment on people. They sounded 
scary and maybe even out of touch with the world. Yet, just maybe they can still speak 
to us even today. 
 
Obviously, the world that the prophets like Amos and Isaiah lived in was radically 
different than today. The human condition however has not changed that much. We 
know what God has commanded us to do, but we more often than not fail to follow 
those commands. That is exactly what the people in the time of the prophets did. So, it 
just may be that they have a  word or two for us today in our 21st  century world.  
 
Over the next several weeks during worship we will be taking a look at some of the 
prophets of old. We will discover who they were and what they were trying to tell peo-
ple back then, and still tell us today. It is critical to remember that these people were 
not random voices—rather, they were people of God. God used these people to con-
vey God’s holy word.  
 
I invite you to join us in person or online as we go through our series, “Prophet Mar-
gins”. The prophets were not mainstream people. Rather, they worked at the margins 
of life. From those margins, though,  they had great influence. The series will begin on 
July 3rd. Join us as we listen to voices of old who still have much to teach us. 
     

In His Name,  
 

Rev. Mark 

http://www.christ-umc.com
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Salad Supper 
Welcome Ladies!  Summer is upon us and we are ready to celebrate the new name and the new United Women in 
Faith Year.  We will kick off this year with our traditional Salad Supper on July 19 at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
All women are invited, and please bring a guest or family member to eat with us. Bring your favorite salad or des-
sert to share with everyone.  

Our special guest speaker will be Debbie Hollis from “Basic Necessities” an organization that provides free diapers, 
period products and incontinence supplies to people in need in the ARKLATEX. This wonderful group has provided 
these free services to many of the women, youth and children that we also care for in United Women in Faith.  To 
help we are asking, if you can, to please bring some of the items from the list below that are very low in the Basic 
Necessities inventory: 

 
Overnight Period Products “Always/ Stay Free” 
Diapers for sizes 4-5 
Overnight diapers for sizes 4-5 
Pull-ups for the 2T  3T  4T size.  This is a Diaper Shower!!! 
 

Please come to see and hear Ms. Hollis and her PowerPoint presentation with pictures and ask questions about 
how this wonderful service provides for our local women.  Remember, United Women in Faith is the same organi-
zation as United Methodist Women.  More exciting summer events will be coming for you to attend.    

                                                                        See you there - Peggy Evans 

 

We’re having a church picnic on July 10 (INSIDE) in the  FEL-
LOWSHIP HALL/ GYM immediately after church. It will be 
free.  There will be hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, drinks, 
and dessert. 
 
Please invite members that haven't been able to come to 
church for a while, and offer to pick them up if they don't have 
transportation. This will be a great time for the congregation 
to visit and enjoy each others friendship.  
 
Please RSVP to the church office by July 8th. Help us make this 
a great success of reuniting our congregation! 
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Tuesday, July 12 at 
11:00 AM in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Bring a 
dish to share at the 
potluck lunch and enjoy 
an interesting program.  

 

Tuesday, July 26 at 9:00 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Enjoy a morning 
of fellowship, and card and board 
games. Bring your own sandwich, 
and dessert and drinks are provid-
ed.  
 

 

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP 
SUNDAYS @ 11 AM 

 
 
 

www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport 
www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport 

               The Challenger                 JULY 2022 

Christ UMC Circles will not meet during the sum-
mer months, and will resume their regular 
meeting schedule in September. Check on page 2 
for details about the upcoming UWF Salad Sup-
per on July 19 at 6:00 PM.   

We are pleased to have Kristy Anaya, a certified 
fitness instructor with 20 years of experience, 
conducting a Strength and Stretch class at Christ 
UMC. Classes meet at 3:00 PM every Tuesday and 
Thursday in the Fellowship Hall. Classes are $15 
per session; registration is at the door. You can 
call the church office for more information.  
 
Join your friends and begin your summer fitness 
program at Christ UMC! 

Fellowship Hall 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
http://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
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JUNE 5 

 JULY  2—JEN LOWE 
JULY   3—BOB BITOWSKI 
JULY   5—MADI DRAPER 
                 RODNEY GREENING 
                 JERRY SILVA 
                 POLLY VINEYARD 
                 ELAINE WHITE 
JULY   7—MARY FINDLEY 
JULY   9—LARISSA KOLL 
JULY 14—SARA KISER 
   LANE STEPHENSON 

JULY 15—PEGGY JEFFREY 
JULY 16—ED THOMASON 
JULY 18—GWEN HUGHES 
JULY 19—MARIE PHILLIPS 
JULY 22—VERNON RICH 
JULY 24—FREDDIE FOSTER 
JULY 25—EMMA CRAYTON 
                  SUE HOLLAND 
JULY 28—FRANCES BLAND 
JULY 31—VIVIAN LOCKING 

Several months ago, the quilt 
ministry asked for help in 
acquiring new members. We 
are elated to welcome Shel-
ley Bray, Carolyn Carroll, 
Mary Ann Draper, Ethel 
Haughton, Barbara Luce 
LaFortune, Ann Marrs, Janet 

Morton, and Jennifer Quick. These ladies, along with our 
previous members, have been a huge asset and are ena-
bling the quilt ministry to continue to serve others in 
their time of need of prayers and encouragement. This 
summer Janice Flannery from Summer Grove United 
Methodist Church plans to join us. She is bringing with 
her a generous donation, fabric, and several quilts from 
the quilt ministry at Summer Grove.  
 
Thanks to everyone who helps to keep the Prayers and 
Squares Quilt Ministry a vital aspect of our church.  
 
   Janice Crawford 

Christ UMC 

Quilt Ministry 

In honor of Independence Day, here are some interesting facts about our nation’s flag: 
 
There have been 27 versions of the American Flag. The current design was submitted by a 17-year-old high school 
student, Robert G. Heft, of Lancaster, Ohio who submitted the design in a contest in 1958. 

The flag can be displayed for all 24 hours.  All that needs to be added is proper illumination of the flag so it can be 
seen in the dark. 

The colors were chosen carefully. Red symbolizes hardiness and valor, white symbolizes purity and innocence and 
blue represents vigilance, perseverance and justice. 

The current flag is the only one to have lasted more than 50 years. 

Flags should be disposed of in a “dignified manner.” If an American Flag is damaged and you need to dispose of it, 
you can burn it with dignity. Many municipalities around the country conduct flag burnings on Memorial Day or the 
Fourth of July where you can participate. 

The flag can touch the ground and still be used. There is a myth that once a flag touches the ground it needs to be 
burned or disposed of. That’s not entirely true. If a flag is soiled or touches the ground, it can be washed and dry 
cleaned and continue to be used. 

Five American Flags have made it to the moon. You have probably seen Neil Armstrong on the moon with an Amer-
ican Flag, but five additional Apollo missions, 12, 14, 15, 16, and 17, ended with an astronaut placing a flag on the 
moon. 

The Christ UMC office will be closed on Monday, July 4th in celebration of Independence Day. Have a safe, happy, 
and hydrated Fourth of July!  
 

For more fun flag facts, and in-depth information about the flag, click the link below or type the following website 
address:   

https://nationalflagfoundation.org/10-fascinating-facts-about-the-american-flag/ 

https://nationalflagfoundation.org/10-fascinating-facts-about-the-american-flag/
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TUESDAYS 6-8 PM 
Christ UMC Gym 
 
We’re back beginning July 5! 
 

Pickleball is one of the fastest-growing sports in the coun-
try, with 4.2 million US players competing on nearly 
35,000 courts. They use light-weight paddles and plastic 
balls with holes. There’s not as much running as with ten-
nis so it’s better on knees and elbows.  
 
Pickleball is a great way to get some exercise, have some 
fun, and make new friends. Come by on Tuesdays at 6:00 
and see what it’s all about!  Beginners are welcome, and 
there are paddles and balls provided if you’d like to give it 
a “try before you buy!”  

Dear Mark and Good Friends,  
 
Common Ground would like to express our sincere thanks for 
your generous donation of $125.22. We appreciate your con-
tinuing support and all you do for Common Ground! 
 
Our summer programming will start June 6th so we are prepar-
ing for all the kiddos that will be on campus. In our summer 
day camp, children ages 5-13 will receive lunch and have a Bi-
ble story before they head to educational and enrichment ac-
tivities, as well as lots of fun. We have several field trips 
planned as well to expose the children to things they likely 
have not had a chance to see. The boys in the Youth program 
will continue basketball with some fun community service and 
mentoring thrown in. The Girls of Grace will meet this summer 
as well and have all kinds of activities planned. Best of all, we 
will learn to build relationships by spending quality time with 
the kids and learn from each other.  
 
Thanks again for your support of what we do in Cedar Grove! 
We appreciate you guys more than you know! 
 
 Sincerely, Lisa Conly Cronin 

Coffee with the Pastor is back beginning July 21!  Rev. 
Mark will be at McDonald’s at Linwood and Bert Kouns 

for coffee and conversation at 9:00 AM. It’s a great 
start to your morning!  

 
Dear United Methodist Women,  
 
Thank you for your generous donation helping to       
support the children’s programs here at North Rampart 
Community Center (NRCC). Your donation has helped 
support the children’s summer camp: 

• Instruction in art 
• Music 
• Reading 
• Computer skills 
• Swimming 
• Fields trips and sports 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, youth, and 
guardians, we thank you.  
 

Jeffery D. Parker, Coach 
Executive Director 

https://commongroundshreveport.com/
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Sherry Blum 

Lewis Bryant 

Bobby Clark 

Kathy Corliss 

Carole Cragon 

Freddie Foster  

Toby Haren 

Larry Howard 

Peggy Jeffrey 

Jarrel Lee 

Jeanette Maloch 

Jackie Moore 

Susan Musgrove 

Jolie Razinsky 

Mary Sue Rich 

Polly Vineyard 

Ed Thomason 

Betty Walker 

Bill Ward 

Charles Wilson 

 

SHUT INS, NURSING HOME, REHAB 

George Beaird 

Louise Brandt 

Betty Eady 

John Goodwin 

Lois Hartman 

Clara Lathrem 

Marjorie Letsinger 

Ann Martin 

Ann Maxwell    

Ray Mitchell 

Maxine Moss 

Rita Schuckers 

Fran Waddell   

Robert Ward 

Jean Wisinger 

Gregory Blum 

Don Bordelon 

Jill Braden 

Donna Brockus 

Neil Dixon 

Ottis Farrell, Jr. 

Elliott Fleming 

Allen Ford 

Jacob Frederick 

Evelyn Green 

John Hintz 

Cynthia Hodges 

James Johnston 

Allen Kapp 

John Knighton 

Barbara and Charles LeBlanc 

Tricia Martin 

Beth Moore 

Cynthia Munoz 

Mia Nemesi 

Joe and Saundra Parler 

James Parmer 

Dozer Reed 

Rev. Ken Reed 

Olivia Sepulvado 

Travis Talley* 

Silvia Voson 

 

Your prayers for those in need are very important to our faith community. A prayer re-
quest for someone can be submitted via phone (318-686-2553), the prayer request 

card found in pews, or via email  to churchadmin@christ-umc.com. All requests will 
be printed in the following week’s bulletin. All “no-name” cards will be considered confi-

dential and given to the pastors.  

Prayer Requests 

MEMBERS 

RELATIVES & FRIENDS 

*Deployed 
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ACTUAL INCOME                                         $      188,623          
ACTUAL EXPENSES                                      $      171,119           
ACTUAL  INCOME LESS EXPENSES           $        17,504 
 

FINANCIAL 
GIVING 
REPORT 

As Of May 31, 2022 

If you have questions about our finance updates, please contact Doug 
Bland, our Finance Team chair, for more information.   
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Bill Dixon 
Kay Dixon 
 
Margaret Newton 
Bettye Day 
John and Donna Knox 
Harold and Beverly Sater 
  
 
  

The communion offering for July will be given to sup-
port the programs at Common Ground Community. 
These programs encourage educational, spiritual, and 
personal growth toward a hopeful pathway for the fu-
ture through children’s programs, mentoring, a com-
munity meal, food and clothing banks, and a communi-
ty garden.  

Communion 

Offering 

JULY 

Thanks to everyone who donates their Kroger shoppers points. United 
Women in Faith received $80.11 from 35 households between February 
27 and May 26. These funds will be used to support missions.  
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Tom Dolph..………………….………....District Supt 
Mark Bray….………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                                           Attendance June 2022 

   Worship  On-Line        Sunday School 
June   5                       75                     10                          37 
June 12                     111       11               52 
June 19                       80       10     42 
June 26                       95                      9                           50 

This is the day that the Lord has made,  

let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

             Psalm 118:24   
  


