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 2020 QUESTIONS                               Rev. Mark J. Goins 

  

 
   
  

2020 brought about a lot of changes in the world.  Who could have predicted on 
January 1st everything that has happened?  This has been one crazy year!!  How 
has your life changed this past year? 
  
The mission of the church is a changed life.  When we meet Jesus, our lives 
begin a transformation.  Is your life being transformed by the love of Christ?  Each 
year, I ask the congregation some not so simple questions.  They seem even 
more relevant as we begin 2021.    
  

1)  What percentage of our congregation feel that they grew to be more like Je-
sus this year? 

2)   How is God at work in the lives of our congregation? 

3)   Where do you see Jesus busting out? 

4)   What would you like Jesus to do in our community?  What is God calling 
you to do about it?  

5)  Which of God’s disciplines is He calling you to undertake to grow closer to 
Jesus this year? 

Please be very truthful in how you answer these questions.  Don’t just blow 
them off or skip over them.  I would love it if you would email me your answers 
at mjgoins@christ-umc.com!!!  I believe these questions can help guide us as a 
congregation in the coming year.  As we begin a new year, may these ques-
tions challenge and shape our lives together.  

 

Grace, Peace, and Godspeed,   
 

Mark  

mailto:mjgoins@christ-umc.com
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Look for Christ UMC LA on YouTube. Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifications 
so you don’t miss any of our worship services.  On Facebook, look for Christ United Methodist 
Church Shreveport.  

Be sure to get notifications of our services and events.  Share our service with your friends! 

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS 

 

UMW CIRCLE  
MEETINGS 

Marie will be organizing confirmation classes 
to begin on January 17, 2021. Please reach out 
to her if you would like more information what 
exactly confirmation is, and if you’re interest-
ed in attending.  

2021 

Please call your UMW Circle chairperson to verify the time 
and place of your circle meetings. 

Our next LifeShare blood drive is Monday, January 11 from 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM at the LifeShare Blood Center on Linwood Avenue. You can call 
ahead for an appointment at 673-1401 or walk in. Be sure to sign in on the 
Christ UMC registration sheet at the check-in desk to let them know that 
you’re donating for Christ UMC’s blood drive.   
 
Especially now, your donations are critical for our community needs for 
those having surgery, facing illness, or recovering from traumatic injury. 
Come on out and help us meet our donation goals! 

Our  UMW earned $90.19 in donations through the 
Kroger Community Rewards program from Aug 27 
through Nov 27. Thanks to everyone who supports 
our UMW with their Kroger reward points. To sign 
up for this program, click this link:   
 

KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFcV15Y6OnOxyMx2LTiJQLw
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 31 AND JANUARY 1ST IN             
OBSERVANCE OF THE NEW YEAR.   

Billie Bitowski 
Donna Camp 
Carole Cragon 
Jimmy Draper 
Ed Farabough 
John Goodwin 
Doris Harper 
Belinda Harville 
Jenny Hebert 
Tommye Henderson 
Faye Jackson 

Marcus Middleton 
Merry Nell Miller 
Ray Mitchell 
Gean Neill 
Joseph Presley 
Bradley Razinsky 
Don Razinsky 
Sara Vandiver 
Marilyn Varnell 
Nell Williams 
 

Thank you so much for paying half the cost 
of my new La-Z-Boy recliner. I sure miss 
the one donated by a lady in your church. 
She had Chuck Stripling pick it up from her 
garage but he can’t remember who it was. 
She was in his Sunday School class, I think. 
I want to send her a thank you also. 
 
Bless all of you. 
 
Love, Trisha Martin 

FUN NEW YEAR’S TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD 
 Locals in Spain will eat 12 grapes at midnight, one grape for each ring of the bell at midnight. 
 According to Scottish beliefs, the first person who crosses through the threshold of your 

house after midnight on New Year's Day should be a dark-haired male if you wish to have 
good luck in the coming year.  

 For the past 25 years or so, it has been a Russian holiday tradition for two divers, aptly 
named Father Frost and the Ice Maiden, to venture into a frozen Lake Baikal, the world's larg-
est freshwater lake, and take a New Year Tree—typically a decorated spruce—more than 100 
feet below the surface.  

 In Brazil, it is commonplace for citizens to take to the shores on New Year's Eve in order to 
make offerings of white flowers and candles to Yemoja, a major water deity who is said to 
control the seas, to elicit her blessings for the year to come.  

 The Greeks believe that onions are a symbol of rebirth, and so they hang the pungent vegeta-
ble on their doors in order to promote growth throughout the new year.  

 In Japanese culture, it is customary to welcome the new year with a bowl of soba noodles. 
 It's a Danish tradition to throw china at your friend's and neighbor's front doors on New 

Year's Eve. It is said that the bigger your pile of broken dishes, the more luck you will have in 
the new year.  

https://bestlifeonline.com/hanukkah-traditions/
https://bestlifeonline.com/auld-lang-syne-new-years-eve/
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Epiphany is the day Christians remember the coming of the Magi to visit Jesus, bringing their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  

It occurs on Jan. 6 every year, the 13th day of the Christmas season. The word "epiphany," from the Greek 
word epiphania, means appearance or manifestation. 

The arrival of these visitors was a sign that the incarnation of God in Christ had been made known and was 
recognized by the heavens to the whole world, so that even Gentile wise men from the East came to pay 
him homage. This is an observance of great majesty, solemnity and awe. 

An even more ancient Christian celebration than Christmas, Epiphany originally focused on the nativity, 
God’s incarnation (God made flesh) in the birth of Jesus Christ, and Christ’s baptism. After the late fourth 
century, as Advent developed as a season of baptismal preparation in addition to Lent, Epiphany became 
associated with baptism. This is why we see images of the three Magi on many older baptismal fonts. 

In many Hispanic cultures, Epiphany is a day of great rejoicing and celebration, often kicked off by a parade 
the night before in which people dressed as the three kings or carrying statues of the three kings pass 
through the towns and villages throwing out candy and small gifts to all around.  In England and some oth-
er European cultures, Jan. 5 is known as Twelfth Night, the culmination of the 12 days of Christmas 
feasting and partying. On Twelfth Night, many families gather in homes to celebrate with friends, food, 
singing and gifts. It is at these Twelfth Night celebrations that "Chalking the Door," asking God's blessing 
on those dwellings and upon all who live there, is most often observed. In New Orleans, Twelfth Night be-
gins another season of celebrations that comes to fulfillment at Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday, the day before 
Ash Wednesday).  

Some United Methodists in the United States, who are not part of these rich traditions, tend to recognize 
Epiphany on the Sunday nearest Jan. 6. There may be a pageant of the three kings as part of worship that 
day and a small party afterward. In whatever ways you decide to celebrate it, remember at the heart of 
your celebration are the Magi kneeling, worshipping and offering gifts to Jesus, Messiah for all people.  

Epiphany 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-epiphany
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/an-epiphany-blessing-of-homes-and-chalking-the-door
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Amy and Brittney Foster 
Fran and Freddie Foster 
 
John Marrs 
Carole Cragon 
Dr Ron and Susan Crawford 
Kay Dixon 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 

Betty Walker 
Judy Hurst and Janet Walton 
 
Dale Letsinger 
Betty Walker 
 
Jim Moore 
Betty Walker 

 
Lamar Newton 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 
Judy Hurst and Janet Walton 
 
Scott Teckell 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
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2020 BUDGET                                   $  538,751.20 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $    47,707.05 

NOVEMBER INCOME                               $    32,830.08     
NOVEMBER EXPENSES                                  32,863.86 
 
NOVEMBER INCOME LESS EXPENSES   $        - 33.78 

FINANCIAL 
NOVEMBER 

REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $        444,222.90 
YTD EXPENSES                                               393,598.16  
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $         50,624.74 

January Communion Offering 

Human Relations Day calls United Methodists to recognize the right of all God’s chil-
dren in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with one another. The 
special offering benefits neighborhood ministries through Community Developers, 
community advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-
risk teens through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program.  
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                    Worship Attendance DECEMBER 2020 

   In-Person     Live-Stream (FB & YT)       
  Dec   6                    68                        245 
  Dec 13                    63                        355                               
  Dec 20                    56                        221 
  Dec 27                    48                        201 
                       

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and 
not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  

-Jeremiah 29:11 


