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RESOLUTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR             Rev. Mark J. Goins 

Every New Year, I make resolutions to better myself.  I try to work out more or eat better or spend more 
time with my family.  These resolutions start out by asking some difficult questions about my life and how 
I can improve my relationship with God.   
 
To begin the new year, ask yourself these questions: 
  

•  Have you grown to be more like Jesus this year?  What percentage of our congregation feel that they    

•  grew to be more like Jesus this year? 

•  How is God at work in the lives of our congregation? 

•  Where do you see Jesus busting out? 

•  What would you like Jesus to do in our community?  What is God calling you to do about it?   
 
Spend some time praying about those questions  and pray about what resolutions you will make for 2020.  
Our church has already made some resolutions for this year.    
 
The last Sunday of 2019, our church resolved to seek God in the coming year.  We participated in John 
Wesley’s covenant renewal service.  This service invited each of us to a richer relationship with God. 
 
In this service, we resolved to do four main things.  First of all, we resolved to set apart some time, more 
than once to spend alone with God.  In this time, each of us is asked to seek God’s special assistance and 
gracious acceptance, to search our hearts and to seek God’s will in our lives.  I suggest that you do this 
every single day.  This is our chance to see whether or not we are living our lives to God’s glory. 
 
Secondly, we were asked to take our relationship with God seriously and in a spirit of holy awe and rever-
ence.  I think that we often take for granted what God has, does, and will do for us. Are you in awe of 
God’s love for you? 
 
Third, we were asked to claim God’s covenant, rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and strength so 
that we can keep our promises to God.  We are going to be asked to trust in Him and not our own 
strength and power.  I think this is one of the hardest things to do in our walk with Christ.  I do not want to 
be dependent on anyone, but we must be dependent on him for our relationship to be at its fullest.   
 
Fourth of all, we resolved to be faithful.  I guess I should have said this is the hardest.  However, if we do 
all of the rest, then this one will be easier.   We need to take seriously what God does for us and we need 
to take seriously how we live our lives.  I want you in the coming year to take seriously your commitment 
to God. 
 
Are you willing to resolve to serve him in the coming year?  I pray that you will open your hearts, your 
minds, and your homes to God in 2020. 
 
Grace, Peace, and Godspeed, 
 
Mark J. Goins 
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UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS 

     
Jan 20   1:00 PM   Hope/Faith Circle 
Jan 21   9:30 PM   Deborah Ruth and Esther Circles 
              1:00 PM   Grace Circle 
              6:30 PM   Genesis Circle 
      

Senior Adult Activities 
 

CSA  Jan 14 @ 11 AM:  Christ Seniors in Action will 
meet in the Fellowship Hall on January 14th at 11 for 
a potluck lunch and program. Please invite a friend 
or neighbor to come with you and enjoy this fun and 
informative meeting.    
 
Terrific Tuesday Jan 28 @ 9:30 AM:  Games, lunch, 
and great fun in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a friend 
and enjoy the morning here at Christ UMC.     
  

JANUARY EVENTS 

AARP                                                    January 6 @ Noon 
Staff Meeting       January 6 @ Noon  
LifeShare Blood Drive      January 12 @ 10:00 - 12:30 PM 
Parenting on Purpose      January 13 @ 6:15 PM 
CSA        January 14 @ 11:00 
Mission Team Meeting      January 16 @ 6:00 PM 
Prayers and Squares                         January 17 @ 9:00 AM 
Staff Meeting       January 20 @ Noon 
Parenting on Purpose                       January 20 @ 6:15 PM 
Finance Team Meeting      January 26 @ 5:00 PM 
Church Council Meeting                   January 26 @ 6:00 PM 
Parenting on Purpose                       January 27 @ 6:15 PM 

BLOOD DRIVE 
January 12th 10 AM - 12:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
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Join us for an 8 week study as we study together a biblical approach to parenting! Applicable to all aged children. 
Single, step-parents, guardians, all parents are invited to join us as we learn how to set ourselves up to parent our 
children how God has called us to lead them. The group will meet every Monday beginning January 13th and ending 
on March 2. If you know of someone who may be interested, please have them call the church office to get more 
information.  
 
Childcare is provided for children but they must be registered in advance by calling the church office or messaging us 
on Facebook Messenger with the child's name and age. Be sure to call Christ United Methodist Church to let us know 
you would like to attend as well as register any children for childcare.  

MONDAYS 6:15 - 7:45 PM 
JANUARY 13TH - MARCH 2ND 

 
CUMC FELLOWSHIP HALL 

The Martin Luther King Jr. holiday on Jan. 20, 2020, marks the 25th anniversary of the day of service that celebrates the Civil 
Rights leader’s life and legacy. Observed each year on the third Monday in January as “a day on, not a day off,” MLK Day is the 
only federal holiday designated as a national day of service to encourage all Americans to volunteer to improve their communi-
ties. The Corporation for National and Community service has been charged to lead this effort for the last quarter century.  
 
Here in Shreveport, Centenary College hosts Dream Week 2020. Dream Week begins with Centenary students, staff, faculty, 
alumni, and community partners working together on the College's MLK Service Day, an event celebrating its 12th anniversary 
in 2020. Participants will landscape, clean, and complete other service projects at local schools and non-profit organizations 
within the Shreveport-Bossier community.  
 
You can find more about the week’s activity schedule by going to this Centenary web page:  https://www.centenary.edu/
campus-community/community-engagement/mlk-service-day/  

https://www.centenary.edu/campus-community/community-engagement/mlk-service-day/
https://www.centenary.edu/campus-community/community-engagement/mlk-service-day/
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 Billie Bitowski 
Donna Camp 
Carole Cragon 
Jimmy Draper 
Ed Farabough 
John Goodwin 
Doris Harper 

Belinda Harville 
Jenny Hebert 
Tommye Henderson 
Faye Jackson 
Dale Letsinger 
Ted Linn 
Merry Nell Miller 

Ray Mitchell 
Gean Neill 
Joseph Presley 
Don Razinsky 
Nell Williams 

 
 

Happy Birthday wishes to our members with January birthdays. Wishing you a blessed birthday and a great year in 
2020!   

 
 
 
Dear Christ Church Family, 
 
Thank you so much for the Lay Person of the Year award! I was so surprised to receive this honor and appreciate the recognition. 
I feel like I need to share it with each of you who are always willing to help with Pumpkin Patch, collecting underwear and socks 
for Southern Hills, picking out gifts for the Angel Trees, contributing goodies for the first responders, and all the other things you 
do so unselfishly. I couldn’t do it without you. Christ Church has always been a special part of my life and I appreciate each of 
you. Thanks again! 
 

Love, Jen Lowe 

The Christ United Methodist Women will celebrate United Methodist Women's 
Sunday on January 26th.   Guest speaker will be Linda Resendez, who is the Occu-
pational Therapist with the Health Care for Homeless Veterans Program here in 
Shreveport.  Linda will speak on the topic "Our Christian Hearts Assisting with Suc-
cessful Living".  Her work will be explained visually with the help of a short power 
point presentation. 

 
As Christ UMW participates in this special Sunday, they have a request for all the church members.  Mrs. Resendez has ex-
plained that "small flashlights are a need and a request by veterans who are walking to the bus stop after dark and who need to 
see as they enter their homes.  Please bring small flashlights that already have new batteries in them to be placed in a box that 
will be located in the entry of the sanctuary.  Another practical need are boxes of gallon zip lock bags and rolls of foil so that 
leftovers may be preserved.  These may be placed in the same box with the flashlights.  This box of gifts for the Veterans will be 
given to Linda Resendez on Sunday the 26th. 
 
Christ UMW has a mission to serve women, teens and children of our area by bringing them comfort and safety.  Thank you.     
 

Merry Nell Miller, President Christ UMW 

UMW Sunday 
Jan 26 
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Bill Cragon 
Carole Cragon 
 
Elaine Ebarb 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
 
Betty Goodwin 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Don and Kathy Corliss 
Bettye Day 
Ann Martin 
 

 
 
Lee Latham 
Ed Houston 
 
Clydie Mitchell 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Bettye Day 
 
Dr. John Rust 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Joy Sunday School Class 
 
 

John Goodwin 
Builders SS Class 
 
Loueene Johnston 
Builders SS Class 
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2019 BUDGET                                   $ 561,481.06                                         

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $   49,949.44 

NOV INCOME                                       $     34,944.37 
NOV EXPENSES                                           24,969.96 
 
NOV INCOME LESS EXPENSES         $        9,974.41 

FINANCIAL 

NOV 
REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $   459,148.80 
YTD EXPENSES                                           443,881.94 
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $     15,266.86 
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                               Attendance Report    NOVEMBER 2019 

                 Traditional      The Well     Sunday School  
                       
                                
                                                

  
  

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport, Louisiana 71118-4097 

November   3                      133                       21                            100 
November 10                      132                       21                              96 
November 17                      117                       23                            106 
November 24                      133                       20                              94 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!   

2 Corinthians 5:17  

May this new year be one of new creations in your life through  
God’s blessings    


