
  

 

  The Challenger 
           FEB 2021 To Introduce Everyone to the Love of Christ 

The Challenger 
is published monthly    

by 
Christ United  

Methodist Church 
1204 Crabapple Drive 
Shreveport, LA 71118 

(318) 686-2553 
(318) 686-2578 (fax) 

 
www.christ-umc.com 

 

 

 
February  2021 

 Inside this edition: 
Pastor’s Message 

Upcoming Events 

CUMC News 

Memorials 

Financial 
 

 

Sunday Worship  

Sunday School 
All Ages 
9:45 am  

Blended Worship 
11:00 am  

Children’s Church 

11:15 am 

  

  ANOTHER LENT                               Rev. Mark J. Goins 

  
On February 26th of 2020, we began the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday.  Usually 
Lent lasts 40 days, not counting Sundays.  It is a season of self-examination and reflec-
tion.  It is a time to focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples and extending 
ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of ourselves for 
others. 
 
Who knew that we would still be in Lent almost a year later.  COVID has kept us in a sea-
son of self-examination and reflection.  We have been experiencing the wilderness as a 
world like we have not done in a long time.   We are hoping and praying for Resurrection 
Sunday! 
 
On February 17th, we will celebrate Ash Wednesday again—a  time of celebration where 
we remember that from dust we came and from dust we will go.  It is a time where we 
are asked to repent and believe the Gospel!  We will not be able to meet in person for 
Ash Wednesday or have Ashes To Go this year in order to keep everyone safe.  We will 
have a service online at 6:00 pm, but you can watch it whenever you would like.   
 
Lent is a season of preparation, and you will need to prepare for the service.  You will 
need to gather these things: 
1)  A piece of charcoal 
2)  A piece of paper and something to write with 
3)  A place to burn the paper safely and matches. 
 
I have been praying about this service and believe that God wants to do some incredible 
ministry during our worship.  You will not want to miss what God is going to do! 
 
I know this is not the traditional way that we begin Lent.  However, I believe that this will 
be an even mightier example of the love of Christ and a way to prepare our heart for Res-
urrection Sunday!! 
 

 
 

Grace, Peace, and Godspeed,   
 

Mark  
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Look for Christ UMC LA on YouTube. Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifications 
so you don’t miss any of our worship services.  On Facebook, look for Christ United Methodist 
Church Shreveport.  

Be sure to get notifications of our services and events.  Share our service with your friends! 

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS 

 

UMW CIRCLE  
MEETINGS 

Please call your UMW Circle chairperson to verify the 
time and place of your circle meetings. 

 
Camp Caney is planning camp this summer, and registration is 
officially open!  Kids from 2nd grade through senior high are eli-
gible to enroll.   
 
You can see Caney’s events on their Facebook page or website 
for more info, or talk with Hayley Clark or Marie Phillips for 
more information about Camp Caney and the programs that 
they offer.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFcV15Y6OnOxyMx2LTiJQLw
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
http://www.campcaney.com


3 

 

             The Challenger                FEB 2021 

February Birthdays 

Doug Bland 
Victor Bruce 
Mickey Camp 
Gentry Carroll 
Richard Clarke 
Ralph Findley 
Craig Fletcher 

Mark Goins 
Bettye Hampton 
Glen Hughes 
Alice Mitchell 
Jackie Moore 
Marian Muse 
Becky Powers 

 
 
 
 
Dear Good and Wonderfully Generous Friends,  
 
We have so much to be grateful for as we enter 2021! 
Your generosity and love put us in a position where we 
could pivot to handle the challenges brought to 2020. 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your sup-
port in 2020! 
 
We are looking forward to what 2021 will bring. We 
cannot wait to see what God has planned for our newly 
renovated space! We are looking forward to a time 
when we can connect more closely to our friends from 
Cedar Grove and supporters. Until then, we will contin-
ue to provide food to our many new friends curbside 
and have scaled back activities with our youth and fami-
lies. We could not do any of this without your generous 
hearts! Thank you!  
 
Thanks again for the very generous support! It helped 
us get through a crazy year! Here’s hoping 2021 is a 
healthy and happy one for us all! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lisa Conly Cronin 
Chief Executive Officer 

Communion 

Offering 

Our communion offering for Sun-
day, February 7 will support St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  The 
mission of St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital is to advance 
cures, and means of prevention, 
for pediatric catastrophic diseas-
es through research and treat-
ment. Consistent with the vision of 
our founder Danny Thomas, no 
child is denied treatment based on 
race, religion or a family's ability to 
pay.  
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Nickie Johnson , a long-time member of Christ UMC, passed away in January 2021, but she left a 
legacy of comfort and healing. Inspired by an encounter while visiting a friend, she and two other 
members began the Prayers and Squares quilt ministry at CUMC. In honor of Nickie, we are re-
running the Challenger article from July 2016 when she told her story.      
 
Since this story ran, we have given 1816  prayer quilts, 167 prayer squares, and 98 military 
squares. God continues to work through our church to spread hope and comfort for those in 
need. 
 

 
 
Walk down the hall in our Education Building on any Sunday morning and you’ll hear people greeting one 

another as they gather in their Sunday School classrooms, laughing and talking over the week’s events. But there’s 
one room, tucked in the middle of all the activity, that is a quiet island of prayer:  the “quilt room,” where our Pray-
ers and Squares quilt ministry is located. Soft music plays as people quietly move from place to place. Heads are 
bowed, prayers are offered. Conversation is low.  And the atmosphere is just a little bit different from the ordinary 
Sunday morning activity – you know there’s something special happening here.  

If you’re wondering just how all this happened, Nickie Johnson can tell you without a doubt. “It’s a God 
thing,” she says firmly. In 2005, Nickie was visiting a friend in Monroe who was critically ill. In the last few days of 
her friend’s life, Rev. Letty Strawbridge came to visit and had a quilt with her. She laid it over Nickie’s friend as they 
all prayed together. That moment made a huge impact on Nickie, and after speaking with Rev. Strawbridge about 
the prayer quilt ministry at her church, Nickie came away determined to take up this ministry.  

Along with Emma Lou Summerlin and Billie Worsham, they bought material and supplies and set about 
making their first quilt. “It took us all day,” Nickie laughingly says today, “but we wouldn’t stop until we had it fin-
ished.” Allie Sellars was the recipient of that first prayer quilt, and after that the ladies were off and running. For the 
first few weeks they worked in the gym, hauling irons, ironing boards, sewing machines, and fabric each work day, 
but that quickly grew tiresome, so Nickie approached our pastor at the time, Rev. Tom Logan, about using a vacant 
Sunday School room as their work space. Several men helped build shelves for storing supplies, equipment, and 
quilts in different stages of completion, and it has become the center of this ministry. Many members of the congre-
gation have supported the ministry through donations for fabric, batting, or equipment.  

Today, 11 years later, over 1384 quilts, 139 prayer squares, and 93 military squares have been prepared 
with love, strengthened with many powerful prayers, and blessed by our pastors. There are many quilts that are 
available to be put out for prayer right away, so that those in need will have their quilt quickly. Janice Crawford, the 
current coordinator of the ministry, has no doubt that they have touched people in every state in the US, and mili-
tary squares have been sent internationally as well.  

From the loss of Nickie’s long-time friend came the inspiration for a ministry that has comforted over 1600 

individuals with a tangible reminder of God’s love. It encourages us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves – 

often neighbors that we have yet to meet. It takes the light of Christ, and the hope that a life in Christ holds, and 

sends it out from Christ UMC all over the country and around the globe to provide comfort and healing. I have no 

doubt that Nickie is right:  “It’s a God Thing.”  
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Deuteronomy 31:8 
 The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged.”  
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Amy and Brittney Foster 
Fran and Freddie Foster 
 
April Hammstree 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
 
Doris Harper 
AW and Diane McDonald 
Margaret Newton 
Kenneth and Beth Roblow 
Miriam Savage 
James and Patricia Smith 
Betty Walker 

Monique “Nickie” Johnson 
Shari Barnwell 
Gary Carroll 
Olga Carroll 
Danny and Janice Crawford 
AW and Diane McDonald 
Patrick and Dianne Morrison 
Margaret Newton 
Larry and Judy O’Dell 
Wanda Potter 
Betty Walker 
 
 

Brian Leonard 
Merry Nell Miller 
 
John Marrs 
Cole Middleton 
 
Alice Mitchell 
AW and Diane McDonald 
Betty Walker 
 
Claudia Thompson 
AW and Diane McDonald 
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2020 BUDGET                                   $  538,751.20 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $    47,707.05 

DECEMBER INCOME                               $     41,973 
DECEMBER EXPENSES                                   83,158  
 
DECEMBER INCOME LESS EXPENSES   $   -41,185     

FINANCIAL 
DECEMBER 

REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $         486,196 
YTD EXPENSES                                                477,010 
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $            9,186 
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                    Worship Attendance JANUARY 2021 

   In-Person     Live-Stream (FB & YT)       
  Jan    3                                               515 
  Jan  10                                              304 
  Jan  17                                              375 
  Jan  24                                              388 
  Jan  31                                              336 

 

Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in 
your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my 
hope is in you all day long.  

Psalm 25:4-5  


