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   WEATHERING THE STORMS              Rev. Mark J. Goins 

 

 Dear Christ Family, 

The pandemic’s tragic toll cannot be overstated.  I daily lament the loss of life and the suffering of our 
neighbors.  I hope and pray for a time when we do not have to worry about this disease.  I know of at 
least five cases of COVID-19 in our church family.  Thankfully, they have not been of the really serious na-
ture.   

I know that we all cannot wait to worship together in person.  I am still waiting to hear from the Governor 
about moving into phase three.  I am also looking to see if there is another increase in cases now that 
school is starting.  It is my utmost goal to keep each and every one of you safe and sound.  Right now, for 
our congregation, I believe the safest course of action is to still keep worshiping online.   

I am in awe of your generosity.  Your tithes and gifts have enabled our staff to continue to be in ministry, 
and to imagine ways our ministries might expand to reach others.  Because of your sacrificial giving, we 
are able to continue to introduce everyone to the love of Christ.  Locally, we have continued our outreach 
and support of families in the local schools.  We have continued to support Common Ground each and 
every month.  Christ started a new ministry to give free hot meals to area children.  Our Prayers and 
Squares ministry made free face masks and continues to make quilts to send all over the world.  We 
kicked into gear and started online worship, which averages over 700 views a week.  We have a Sunday 
school class that meets each week, and others who are inviting friends to watch with them  
online.  Groups are meeting on Zoom, and hopefully some new groups will be starting soon.   We dared to 
step out in faith and start a new ministry to families through Mother’s Day Out.  Church family has 
cleaned up the flower beds at the Church and at the parsonage.  Volunteers have called, prayed for, left 
gifts on porches, fed, sent notes of encouragement, texted, and continued to love one another like Christ 
loves us.  I am thankful!!! 

It just goes to show that the church is not a building and that nothing can ever separate us from the love 
of God or each other.   

As I write this letter, Hurricane Laura is heading towards us and it looks like it is going to be a doozy.  Once 
again, Jesus will stand in the back of the boat and say, “Peace! Be still!”  Allow Christ’s words of assurance 
to help you weather this and every other storm of life!   

Let us know how we can help.  Take care of yourself and each other!  Most importantly, continue sharing 
the love of Christ! 

Grace, Peace, and Godspeed, 

Mark 
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Sign up at  https://zoom.us/ Click the 
“Sign up for Free” orange button on their 
home screen.   

Christ UMC Smart Phone App 
 Text 77977 with the words Christ UMC LA app 
to download from your app store.  
 
 

Christ 
 UMC 

Look for Christ UMC LA on YouTube. Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifications 
so you don’t miss any of our worship services.  On Facebook, look for Christ United Methodist 
Church Shreveport, or click this link:   
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/  

Be sure to get notifications of our services and events.  Share our service with your friends! 

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS 

 

UPDATED CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION RESOURCES 
Here are some sources of helpful information about coronavirus. There is a link to Governor Edwards’ most recent 
stay-at-home order extension in addition to other information sites.  
 
Governor Edwards:  Extension of Phase 1 to 9-11-2020 
Governor Edwards:  Statewide Mask Mandate 
State of Louisiana Coronavirus Updates 
City of Shreveport Coronavirus Local Information 
CDC Website 
 

Making our Way Back to Worship!! 

 

Beginning Monday, September 21st, the CUMC office will be open for business! We will be in the 
office from 9 AM to 2 PM Monday through Thursday. Once worship begins, we will begin Friday 
office hours as well.  
 
Our first worship service will be held on Sunday, October 4. We will have more details about how 
the worship services will be handled closer to that time. Watch for email blasts with more details. 
In the meantime, we are very excited to be opening back up and being in fellowship together. See 
you soon!! 

https://zoom.us/
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFcV15Y6OnOxyMx2LTiJQLw
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2655
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2591
https://coronavirus.la.gov/
https://www.shreveportla.gov/2553/Coronavirus-Local-Information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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Hayley and Christ Kids,  
 
I feel so grateful to be a part of a church community like ours! I grew up in this church 
and am so happy to have returned to bring up my children here too! Thank you kids of 
CUMC for the gifts and es- pecially for our girl’s very first bible!                             

Stacy 

Cindi Baldwin 
Bailey Barnes 
Sydney Barnes 
Christine Black 
Carolyn Carroll 
Kathy Corliss 
Janice Crawford 

James Flurry 
Paula Greening 
Amelia Haren 
Katie Kent 
Clara Lathrem 
Bootsie McCoy 
Alden Moore 

Irma Penick 
Jennifer Quick 
Marlene Ward 
Amber Warner 
Linda Wright 

September 
Birthdays  

The Doxology:  Singing Praises to God 
Each Sunday we sing the doxology and the Gloria Patri. They are familiar parts of our service, and 
many of us know the words without any prompting. But what exactly is the doxology, and why is it 
included in the service? 
 
A doxology is an expression of praise and thanksgiving to God that is sung or chanted during a 
worship service. They are often taken from scripture in both the Old and New Testaments. Doxologies are used in many 
Christian denominations and also in the Jewish faith.  
 
The two that we use the most are the Gloria Patri and The Doxology. The Gloria Patri, also known as the Lesser Doxology, 
praises the God of the trinity, and is often sung as we take up the offering. It is believed to have been written in the 2nd cen-
tury.  The Doxology, also titled “Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow,” was written by Thomas Ken in 1674. The Doxol-
ogy was inspired by Ephesians 1:3:  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heav-
enly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
 
While a doxology can be spoken or sung, all doxologies are expressions of praise, glory, and thanksgiving to the God who 

comforts us in our darkest hours and never leaves us. They are an integral part of our worship, both public and private.  Any 

scripture verse that helps you express to God your praise, thankfulness, and speaks to the glory of God and his Kingdom, can 

be used as a doxology. Choose your favorite scripture or stanza from a hymn that speaks to you, and incorporate it into your 

daily prayer life, either spoken, sung, or chanted as you are led. 
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Changing It Up 
 

This past month has been full of organizing, sorting, 
painting and prepping as the Nursery and Preschool rooms have 
been remodeled for the opening of the Mother's Day Out pro-
gram.  
 
The nursery received new, updated equipment such as two new 
cribs, bouncers and a swing as well as a complete face lift! The 
theme of the room is ocean and is decorated with fish, seaweed 
curtains, blue watercolor wallpaper and hanging jellyfish and 
octopuses. We can't wait to see you swim on by and check it 
out in October.  
 
The Preschool room has been repainted gray with a large blue 
and green mosaic border and cross on one wall and has re-
ceived lots of new educational tools to enhance the curriculum. 
We hope to have a train table and kitchen station eventually... 
those are still on the Amazon wish list if you'd like to help!  
 

A SPECIAL thanks to all of the lovely church members who have already bought and shipped items from our Am-
azon Wish List. We greatly appreciate the new additions to these spaces. Our Mother's Day Out is a new and 
young ministry that needs as much love and support as it can get and we are so grateful that you choose to stand 
behind our effort.  
     Hayley Clark, Children and Family Ministry Director 
     Mother’s Day Out Director 

There have been lots of changes but one 
thing still remains the same- our mission is 
to create a fun and inviting environment in 
which to host children so that we 
may nurture, encourage and foster a love 
for Christ in their lives. 
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Youth GROUP 
Our Youth Group is meeting in the gym on Sunday       

evenings from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM! 

C
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Congratulations to Daniel Jackson and Piper Koll, 

our two newest youth group members!  

 

 

 

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 

speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.  

 

1 Timothy 4:12 
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Hurricane Laura arrived early Thursday morning, bringing 150 mph winds to 
Cameron Parish along the coast of Louisiana. The storm then proceeded to 
head toward Alexandria and through the northern portion of the state. 
Forecasters are saying the storm is one of the most severe storms to have 
ever hit the state of Louisiana. 
 
The Conference Office of Missional Outreach and Engagement continues to 
assess the situation and this page serves as an update on what we know, 
where some of the most extensive damage is, and how we as Methodists 
can respond.   

• Extensive damage at University United Methodist Church in Lake Charles 

• FUMC Lake Charles suffered roof damage 

• Damage at Maplewood United Methodist Church in Sulphur 

• Extensive damage at Squyres United Methodist Church in Ragley 

• Damage at Vinton United Methodist Church  

• Minor damage at DeQuincy UMC 

• Damage at Henning Memorial United Methodist Church in Sulphur 

• Seen to the right is Wakefield Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Cameron, located just two miles from the coast. 

 
We are getting reports of damage in Ruston, the extent is unknown at this 
time. 
 
An ERT call out is expected. However, at this time, please refrain from self-
deploying as it will hamper rescue efforts. The Office of Missional Outreach 
and Engagement will advise as to when the ERT call out will happen and 
what to expect. Please monitor our web site and social media channels for 
those updates. 
 
Bishop Harvey shared her thoughts and you can read those here.  
 
Meanwhile, if you have photos or damage reports, please 
email: communications@la-umc.org 
 
And finally, if you would like to GIVE, please head here.   

Hurricane Laura Conference News 

https://www.la-umc.org/newsdetail/bishop-harvey-the-people-of-louisiana-are-resilient-and-never-more-so-than-at-times-like-these-14229930
mailto:communications@la-umc.org
http://www.la-umc.org/relief
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Jim Evans 
Marian Muse 
Diann Kendrick 
 
Brittney Foster 
Fran and Freddie Foster 
 
Bob Lee 
Builders SS Class 
Sarah Cates 
Carole Cragon 
 

Dale Letsinger 
Sarah Cates 
Builders SS Class 
Don and Kathy Corliss 
Loueene Johnston 
Diann Kendrick 
AW and Diane McDonald 
Marian Muse 
Marlene and Robert Ward 
 
Faye Miller 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 

 
Loni Purcell 
Builders SS Class 
Diann Kendrick 
AW and Diane McDonald 
Marian Muse 
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Roblow 
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2020 BUDGET                                   $  538,751.20 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER  MONTH  $    47,707.05 

JULY INCOME                                       $     41,310.21  
JULY EXPENSES                                           38,414.70 
 
JULY INCOME LESS EXPENSES         $        2,895.51 

FINANCIAL 

JULY 
REPORT 

YTD INCOME                                        $      305,003.72 
YTD EXPENSES                                             258,826.11  
 
YTD INCOME LESS EXPENSES            $       46,177.61 

 
 
 

 
Our communion offering in September will go to support our neighborhood schools of 

Forest Hill Elementary and Southern Hills Elementary. We work closely with 
our schools to support the staff and students for any needs that arise, in-
cluding helping provide emergency clothing for students, help with school 
uniform costs, and provide school supplies, and other special needs that 
may arise. Additionally, we are an emergency evacuation shelter for Forest Hill Elementary.   

FOREST 
HILL 

BRONCHOS 

SOUTHERN 
HILLS  

ELEMENTARY 

SEPTEMBER COMMUNION 
OFFERING 
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

Weeping may endure for a night,  

But Joy comes in the morning.  

                                         Psalm 30:5 

Live Stream Worship* 

                                                      Attendance Report    JUNE-JULY-AUGUST 2020         

                       

                                
                                                
  
  
  
  
   
           
                

Live-stream attendance figures show the number of people accessing our service through 
YouTube and Facebook. While we are all anxious to worship together as usual, these 
numbers are a reminder of the powerful tools we have to introduce everyone to the love 
of Christ!      
 
June   7:   725                      July   5:   763              August 2:   688 
June 14:   680                     July 12:   614              August 9:    724 
June 21:   762                     July 19:  565               August 16:  489 
June 28:    804                    July 26:  604               August 23:  637 
                                                                                   August 30:  765 


