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One of the biggest challenges in the church is reaching new people for Jesus. 

Making disciples is the mission that Jesus gave those who followed him:  

Matthew 28:16, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 

This is the purpose of the church. Yet most churches really struggle with doing 

that. It does not mean people in church are not friendly or not trying to do this. 

What has happened over time is that the way people are reached has changed, 

and the church has not changed the way that it attempts to reach people. Often 

the thinking historically has been the model of an attractional church - meaning 

if the right programs, music, and message is offered people will show up. Yet 

honestly this is not as effective as it once was. Certainly it is important to do 

everything with excellence, yet it does not always equate to making new disci-

ples for Jesus. The more effective way perhaps is found in what you read about 

in the Book of Acts, particularly if you look to Acts 2. This is the beginning of the 

church. Acts 2:43-47 tells us that people begin meeting in peoples homes and 

shared with one another, ate together and praised God. Then it says, “And day 

by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” (Acts 

2:47).   

So what does this mean for today’s church? It means we need to go to where 

the people are. Restaurants, bowling alleys, city parks, schools, and so on. Yes, 

we need to be present in the community.  Over the next several months, you 

will hear more and more on how you can help reach others for Jesus. For now, 

prayerfully consider those places and spaces where you gather with others out-

side of the church, and how you can reach those who are not connected to a 

church. God can and does do incredible things. Let us be open to the Holy Spirit 

and see how we can fulfill Jesus’ mission.  

 
 
In His Name,  
 
Rev. Mark 
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August 2 - Heather Kendrick 
August 5 - Bobbie Middleton 
August 7 - Amy Bruce 
                   Ed Houston 
                   Piper Koll 
August 9 - Les Michaelis 
                   Brent Schuckers 
August 12 - Harold Sater 
August 22 - Lola Kendrick 
                     Edna Nash 
August 25 - Maxine Moss 

Dear Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry: 
 
Galatians 6:2 - “Carry each other’s burden, and in this way, you will fulfill 
the law of Christ.” 
 
The quilt made with your loving hands and prayers will provide comfort to 
my dad, mom, Robin and me as we take this roller coaster cancer ride. The 
quilt is perfect for my father. He traveled the world as a loadmaster on a C-
130 for the National Guard Special Operations Group out of Harrisburg, PA. 
He retired with over 10,000 flight hours.  
 
Your kindness and generosity for a stranger exemplify the true meaning of 
Christianity. Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for this gesture of 
support, kindness, prayer, and love for my father. Our family is blessed to 
have you on our side.  
 
With thankful prayers back to your ministry for your kindness,  
 
Valerie A. Kapp 

We’re excited to have an ice 
cream social welcome recep-
tion for the Bray family. If you 
would like to bring homemade 
ice cream, toppings, cookies or 
cake, please contact Vivian 
Locking to let her know. Email 
her at lockingv@bellsouth.net 
or call her at 318-469-3018..  
 
Help us give Mark and his fami-
ly a Christ UMC welcome! 

The next Christ Seniors in Action will meet  in the 
Fellowship Hall on at 11:00 AM. The program will 
be presented by Paulette  Freeman, Executive Di-
rector of The Bridge Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
Resource Center. We are returning to our potluck 
format, so bring a dish to share and learn more 
about The Bridge services. Bring a friend to join us! 

mailto:lockingv@bellsouth.net?subject=Ice%20Cream%20Social%20Aug%208
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Ken Dooley 
Chancel Choir 
 
Amy and Brittney Foster 
Fran and Freddie Foster 
 
Barbara Talley 
Jim and Charlotte Bean 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
 
Marlene Ward 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Loueene Johnston 
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Communion 

Offering 

Our August  communion  offering will sup-
port the programs at Common Ground.  
Common Ground Community serves the Ce-
dar Grove neighborhood in Shreveport 
through educational, spiritual, and personal 
growth opportunities. Children’s programs, 
mentoring programs, and community meals 
serve to strengthen self-sufficiency and en-
courage a hopeful pathway for the future.  

INCOME                               $       204,019.00 
EXPENSES                                     216,749.00 
 
INCOME LESS EXPENSES   $       -12,730.00 

FINANCIAL 
GIVING 
REPORT 

Financial Giving  
Year to Date (JAN - JUN 2021) 

If you have questions about the financial figures, please contact Doug 
Bland, our Finance Team chair, and he can give you more information 
about the church finance reports.   
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark Bray….………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                    Worship Attendance JUL 2021 

   In-Person                 Sunday School 
   JUL   4                   105                                  49 
   JUL 11                   115                                  53 
   JUL 18                     92                                  47 
   JUL 25                     88                                  46 

                                
                                                

  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 

spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and 
do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of 

your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
 

Psalm 51:10-12 


