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   WHY I QUIT TITHING . . .            Rev. Mark J. Goins 

  (and Why You Should Too) 

Most people simply don’t understand tithing. To many Christians, it seems like some sort of country club 
dues—another bill in the long list of monthly expenses. Giving is supposed to be an act of worship that 
draws you closer to the heart of God. Then why is it that the concept of tithing, giving the first 10 percent of 
one’s income, has become so divisive in the church? Christians debate questions like: 

• Is tithing still even required? Wasn’t it an Old Testament law? Didn’t Christ abolish the law with His 
death and resurrection? 

• Should I tithe off the gross or net of my income? 

• Does God really expect me to tithe if I’m struggling in my personal finances? 

• I “tithe” my time to the church. Isn’t that enough? 

These questions all have the same recurring theme—what’s the least I can give and still receive God’s bless-
ings? When you debate these questions, you totally miss the point. Biblical generosity isn’t about giving 
the minimum. It’s about surrendering it all to an all-powerful, all-loving God. A God who gave everything 

in his son Jesus Christ (John 3:16). 

Randy Alcorn said it best: “Giving affirms Christ’s lordship. It dethrones me and exalts Him.” Bull’s-eye. I 
used to write checks to my church that looked like this: $112.14. To the penny. Nothing more. Nothing less. 
“There’s my 10 percent ,God. Hopefully that’ll cover the upkeep in Heaven until my next paycheck. Now 
bless me.” 

I didn’t get it. God didn’t need my money. He wanted proof that He was first in my life. He wanted me to 
trust Him completely. He wanted to grow my faith. And yes, He wanted to bless my finances tremendously. 
But only if I trusted Him completely. As I began to mature in my spiritual walk, it all started to make sense. 
Everything belongs to God (Psalm 24:1). The more I trust Him with my finances, the more He can use me to 
reveal His glory. The more I get to be a conduit for His miracles, the more my faith gets to be tested and 
grown. And that’s why I quit tithing. 

Don’t hear me wrong. I still give the first 10 percent of my income to God through my local church. I think 
10 percent is a great starting point. But I’ve started asking a different question. A question that’s radically 
changing my life. It’s no longer, “How much should I give?” Instead, I’ve started asking, “How much should I 
keep?” And I’m no different from you. I’m an average guy. I’m not a millionaire. I’m not expecting a windfall 
of cash from a rich relative any time in the near future. I just recognize that my God is sufficient to meet 
and exceed all my needs. I believe God when He says:  “Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it.“ (Malachi 3:10b) When the Holy Spirit prompts me, I respond. It’s simple. I can’t say it’s 
always easy. But I can promise you that it’s taking me to spiritual heights I’ve never experienced before. The 
character of God is being revealed to me in a whole new way. 

Is it possible that you’re limiting God with your giving? Maybe you’re obedient with the first 10 percent, 
but completely unwilling when the Holy Spirit prompts you further. Perhaps God is calling you to do more 
financially than you’ve ever done before. Instead of being comfortable, maybe it’s time for you to give in a 
way that’s going to require FAITH again. It probably won’t be easy. But it will be worth it. 

God doesn’t just want your first 10 percent. He wants your whole heart. What are some ways God has 
used you as you’ve taken “faith steps” in your personal generosity? 

By Larry Poole 
 

 

                 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 
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Look for Christ UMC LA on YouTube. Be sure to subscribe to our channel and sign up for notifications 
so you don’t miss any of our worship services.  On Facebook, look for Christ United Methodist 
Church Shreveport.  

Be sure to get notifications of our services and events.  Share our service with your friends! 

ON-LINE WORSHIP OPTIONS 

 

UMW CIRCLE  
MEETINGS 

UMW Circles are now meeting regularly. Check with 
your chairperson to verify the time and place of your 

circle meetings. 

Easter Worship Service  
April 4 at 11 AM 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFcV15Y6OnOxyMx2LTiJQLw
https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
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4-3  Willie Cessor 
4-7  Genny Middlebrooks 
4-10 Fred Wright 
4-11 Jimmy Barnhill 
         Beverly Sater 
4-15 J W Jones 
4-16 Paula Linn 
4-17 Kate Wimer 

4-18 Don Jackson 
4-20 Polly Cook 
4-24 Pat Quick 
4-26 Samantha Lowe 
         Janet Walton 
4-27 Chuck Stripling 
4-29 Audrey Baldwin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Good and Generous Friends at Christ UMC, 
 
Common Ground would like to express our sincere thanks 
for your generous donation of $1,225.44 and $751.75 and 
your continued support! We are looking forward to what 
2021 will bring. We cannot wait to see what God has 
planned for our newly renovated space! The renovation 
project has made real progress with the ceiling, flooring, 
and lighting scheduled to go in over the course of the next 
few weeks.  
 
 In the meantime, we continue to feed our neighbors 
curbside. We have given out over 659,000 pounds of food 
to about 3100 different families since COVID started last 
March. We are averaging about 350 families picking up 
food each Friday afternoon and giving out about 300 hot 
meals each Thursday. We could not do any of this without 
your generous support like yours! Thank you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lisa Conly Cronin Bring your fresh flowers to 

church on Easter Sunday and 

help us flower the cross on the 

front lawn of Christ UMC 

Communion 

Offering 

 
Our April communion offering this month will support Native 
American Ministries. Through Native American Ministries 
Sunday, celebrated on the Third Sunday of Easter, United 
Methodists equip and empower Native American pastors, 
congregations and seminary students to preserve their herit-
age and honor their past.  

You will be enriched in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result 
in thanksgiving to God.  

2 Corinthians 9:11 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/native-american-ministries-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/native-american-ministries-sunday-ministry-article
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JAMES EVANS 
 

The memorial service for James Evans will be held on Satur-
day, April 24, 2021 at 11:00 AM in the Christ UMC sanctuary. 
The family invites you to join them in remembering Jim dur-
ing this service.  
 
Masks are required and social distancing will be observed.   

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MICKEY CAMP 
 

The family of Mickey Camp invites you join them in celebrating his life at 
a memorial service on Friday, April 23, 2021 at 1:00 PM in the Christ UMC 
sanctuary.   
 
 
 
Masks are required and social distancing will be observed.   

For you have rescued me from death; you have kept my 
feet from slipping. So now I can walk in your presence, O 

God, in your life-giving light. 
 

Psalm 56:13 
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Bonnie Beason 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 
 
Kenneth Biggs 
Ann Marrs 
 
Mickey Camp 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
Bettye Day 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 
Peggy Evans 
Frank and Charlene Eberhardt 
Ed and Susi Thomason 
William and JoAnn Golden 
Arleen and David Hague 
Paul Johnston 
Jason and Sarah Kihneman 
Mr and Mrs Randall Moore III 
Lane and Sally Stephenson 
Mike and Jackie Tatum 
Don Weatherton 
 
 

Ann Chance 
Joe and Carolyn Carroll 
 
James Evans 
Peggy Evans 
 
Nickie Johnson 
Sarah Cates 
Peggy Evans 
 
LaMurriel Kirkpatrick 
Angela Hiley 
Miriam and Frank Sokol 
Betty Jo Vidler 
 
 
Pat LaGrone 
Doreen and Ambrose Boubel 
 
Alice Mitchell 
Builders SS Class 
Sarah Cates 
Peggy Evans 

Irma Penick 
Builders SS Class 
Joe and Carolyn Carrol 
Danny and Janice Crawford 
Bettye Day 
Jimmy and Mary Ann Draper 
Frank and Charlene Eberhardt 
Peggy Evans 
Faith and Hope Circle 
Loueene Johnson 
Chris Liggin 
Becky Powers 
Mike and Jackie Tatum 
Ed and Susi Thomason 
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark J. Goins………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Hayley Clark………...Dir Child and Fam Ministries 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
Chris Allen…......…Contemporary Worship Leader 
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                    Worship Attendance MARCH 2021 

   In-Person     Live-Stream (FB & YT)       
   MAR   7                   91                              380   
   MAR 14                   93                              401   
   MAR 21                   77                              238 
   MAR 28                   88                              272   
                       

                                

"HE IS NOT HERE; 

HE HAS RISEN!" 

 

 

Luke 24:6-7 


