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 EMBRACE THE CROSS      Rev. Mark Bray 
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   The cross. The grave. Resurrection.  We all love Easter. We love the cele-

bration of new life. We love the bright colored clothes we wear to church. We love 

to see children hunting for eggs. We love the songs we sing on Easter Day.  We 

love Easter. What we really do not like so much is the cross and the grave. The 

cross to us means pain, blood, and death. The cross means that Jesus died. Then, 

the grave seems so final. Yet without the cross and the grave, there is no resurrec-

tion. There is no reason to celebrate. You had to have the death before the resur-

rection.  

 Does this mean we should be excited about the cross? Well, no, but we 

should celebrate it and embrace it. The cross is what distinguishes our faith from 

any other faith in the world. No other faith has its central figure die for the sake of 

others. This was what Jesus did.  Jesus gave his life for you, me, the world. The 

cross changes who we are as people of God. It offers to us forgiveness of our sins.  

It means so much to us as Jesus followers.  Yet, each year the number of people 

who show up for Holy Week worship experiences never comes close to the num-

ber of people who show up for Easter worship.  It’s not joyful to sing about Jesus 

dying on the cross. It makes us uncomfortable.  

 Yet it is that “discomfort” that saves our very souls. Holy Thursday and 

Good Friday are not as pretty.  I get it, yet they are necessary.  This year as we pre-

pare once again for the celebration of the resurrection, let us also more fully em-

brace the cross.  Also let us not forget that is has been two years since we have 

fully celebrated Easter, so yes - make a big deal about it. Invite family and friends. 

Pull out the bright colored clothes.  But do not forget the cross, for it is what has 

given you life eternal. 

 
In His Name,  

 
Rev. Mark 
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Holy Week Activities 
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We celebrate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem during worship on   

Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week.

   

Palm Sunday 
April 10 

This moving service remembers the Last Supper that Christ had 

with the Apostles and the commandment that he gave them to 

love one another. This service features scripture readings and a 

communion service.  

Maundy 
Thursday 
Tenebrae 

April 14 

 

 Our Sanctuary will be open for personal prayer time on Good 

Friday from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM.  

 

Good Friday 

April 15 

The Christ UMC Easter Egg hunt is a fun event for kids and 

families. Bounce houses, crafts, games, and the Easter Egg 

hunt will make this a special day. Join us on the front lawn 

on Saturday the 16th and help welcome our neighbors to   

Christ UMC. 

 

Join us for Easter worship as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection 

with prayer, scripture, and music. The Flowering of the Cross 

on the front lawn after worship celebrates his triumph over 

death to bring new life for the world.  

 
Easter  

Sunday  
April 17 
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APR   7 - GENNY MIDDLE 
                  BROOKS 
APR 10 - FRED WRIGHT 
APR 11 - JIMMY BARNHILL 
             - BEVERLY SATER 
APR 16 - PAULA LINN 
APR 17 - KATE WIMER 
APR 18 - BETH BRADY 

APR 18 - DON JACKSON 
APR 20 - POLLY COOK 
APR 24 - PAT QUICK 
APR 26 - SAMANTHA LOWE 
             - JANET WALTON 
APR 27 - CHUCK STRIPLING 
APR 29 - AUDREY BALDWIN 
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SENIOR ADULT ACTIVITIES 
Christ Seniors in Action will meet Tuesday, April 12 at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bring a dish to share at the potluck lunch and hear an interesting program about communi-
ty activities in Shreveport.  

 
            
   Terrific Tuesday meets on April 26 at 9:00 AM. Come for  
    the fellowship and a morning of card and board games. Bring your own  
    sandwich, and dessert and drinks are provided.  

The UMW has a new name and a new look!  You can read 
more about this decision and what these changes mean 
going forward by clicking the link below, or talk with Merry 
Nell Miller or Peggy Evans for more information.  

 
 
 

Christ UMC Circle Meetings 
Sarah Circle:  Apr 19 @ 9:30 AM - Circle meets at  
   Merry Nell Miller’s home 
Grace Circle:  Apr 19 @ 1:00 PM - Fellowship Hall 
Genesis Circle:  Apr 19 @ 6:00 PM  -  Location TBD 

LIFE GROUP BEGINS NEW STUDY 
Life Group Sunday school class will begin a discussion study on Sunday, April 10th entitled Christians in the Age of Outrage -
 How to bring our best when the world is at it's worst. The study will guide us on how to be our best when we find ourselves 
at odds with the culture that we live in. How should we view our role as ambassadors of Christ when our first inclinations 
are to either to take offense, act outraged or simply disengage from the conversation? The author, Ed Stetzer, has some 
thoughtful ideas about how we can engage in ways that hallow God's name while maintaining our cool. If you are interested 
in this study, or looking for a Sunday school class, you are invited to join us at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings. If you want to 
participate in this study, please let Jen Quick or Ethel in the office know as soon as you can. Books will be ordered based on 
interest. 

United Women in Faith 

Circle  
Meetings 

 
The Trustees are having a work day at church on Satur-
day, April 9 starting at 7:30 AM. Please bring your fa-
vorite yard work tools and help us present a fresh face 
for visitors, especially our Egg hunt and Easter worship 
visitors. Everyone is welcome to participate and show 
off your yard work skills! 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/womens-agency-hits-refresh-expands-welcome?fbclid=IwAR0i_fqlwDl_0T_QGmDPBrKMimg5ffLOylmBTt-M_RwgaH1_kDzfgYG_MrY
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We live-stream our worship service every Sunday at 11 AM on YouTube and Facebook. Click the 
icons to go to our YouTube and Facebook pages. Be sure to subscribe to our YouTube channel 
and sign up for notifications so you don’t miss any of our worship services, and “like” our Face-
book page to get notifications of our services and events.  Share our services with your friends! 

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP  

Christ UMC Shreveport 
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Ukraine Disaster  
Relief 

 
Many of us are wondering how we can best help the situ-
ation in Ukraine and Russia. One of the most important 
ways to help is to pray daily for peace and a resolution to 
this conflict.  
 
If you would like to donate funds to help relief efforts, the 
link below will take you to the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) web page. This page has infor-
mation on the conflict and a link to donate money for 
assistance with food, water, shelter, and clothing. There 
is also a link to a page that gives detailed information 
about UMCOR’s response to this situation. If you prefer, 
you can also  bring or mail a donation to the church office 
and write “Ukraine Relief” in the memo line, and we will 
forward that donation to UMCOR for you.  
 

 

( https://umcmission.org/umcor/ukraine/ ) 

UKRAINE DISASTER RELIEF 

He gives justice to the oppressed and food to 
the hungry.  The Lord frees the prison-
ers. The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are weighed 
down.  The Lord loves the godly. 
The Lord protects the foreigners among 
us.  He cares for the orphans and widows, but 
he frustrates the plans of the wicked.  

Psalm 146:7-9 

You are invited to help celebrate Polly Cook’s 100th 
birthday on April 20th! If you have a memory or pic-
ture to share, please contact Betty Jo Vidler for more 
information.  

Happy Birthday Miss Polly!! 

https://www.facebook.com/christumcshreveport/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChristUMCShreveport
https://umcmission.org/umcor/ukraine/
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INCOME                               $    69,675.75       
EXPENSES                                  67,976.58   
 
INCOME LESS EXPENSES   $     1,699.17     

FINANCIAL 
GIVING 
REPORT 

As Of February 28, 2022 

If you have questions about our finance updates, please 
contact Doug Bland, our Finance Team chair, for more 
information.   
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Lynne Beaird 
Don & Faye Jackson 
 
James Flurry 
Don W. & Carol Ater 
Sarah Cates 
Julius & Pauline Carter 
Don & Kathy Corliss 
Don & Faye Jackson 
AW & Diane McDonald 
Les & Jackie Michaelis 
Janet Morton 
Becky Powers 
Mr & Mrs Kenneth Roblow 
Lane & Sally Stephenson 
Chuck & Elaine Stripling 
Jerry Talley 
Joe & Linda Tuggle 
Janet Walton & Judy Hurst 

Fran Foster 
Builders SS Class 
Sarah Cates 
Don & Kathy Corliss 
Don & Faye Jackson 
Diann Kendrick 
AW and Diane McDonald 
Janet Morton 
Becky Powers 
 
JW Jones 
Les and Jackie Michaelis 
 
Anne LaFortune 
Don and Kathy Corliss 
Chuck and Elaine Stripling 
 
 
 

Colleen Smith 
Sarah Cates 
Don & Faye Jackson 
Diann Kendrick 
AW & Diane McDonald 
Becky Powers 
 
Edna Whitson 
Sarah Cates 
Nancy Conway & Family 
AW & Diane McDonald 
Janet Walton & Judy Hurst 
 
 

Communion 

Offering 

Our communion offering for April  will 
support Native American Ministries.   A 
portion of your donation on Native 
American Ministries Sunday helps fund a 
scholarship for designed for Native 
American students pursuing a degree in 
ministry.  

APRIL 

From November 27 through February 
26, 30 households raised $75.65 for 
UMW missions through the Kroger 
Community Rewards program. 
Thanks for supporting the UMW with 
your Kroger reward points! Click the 
link at the left for more information 
about the Kroger Rewards program, 
or contact your local Kroger store cus-
tomer service desk for more infor-
mation.  

COMMUNITY REWARDS INFO 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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 CHURCH STAFF 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey…..………....…….…...Bishop 
Wybra Price………………….………....District Supt 
Mark Bray….………………...…….…....Lead Pastor 
Willis Dear………………………Senior Adult Pastor 
Dianne Wilkinson….……..…......….……...Treasurer 
Elaine Stripling …….……….......Financial Secretary 
James Hills.…………………..…..………...Custodian 
Marie Phillips……...…………Dir of Youth Ministry 
Ethel Haughton/Jen Quick…..Office Administrators  
Ronnie Crawford……...………..........Music Director 
LaWanda Blakeney…..………….…………Organist  
 

            CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone: (318) 686-2553    E-mail: churchadmin@christ-umc.com 
Fax:     (318) 686-2578     Web: www.christ-umc.com 

      1204 Crabapple Dr. 
   Shreveport LA 71118-4097 

                                           Attendance MAR 2022 

   Worship  On-Line        Sunday School 
March   2                   39                2 
March   6                108      11        60 
March 13                  77      18        43 
March 20           91      12                         53 
March 27                  85             15                          39 

For what I received I passed on to you as of 

first importance: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures.  
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 


