
Doing Life Together Without a doubt, we are the most connected culture in history. We get notifications delivered directly to our phones about the latest news, weather, sports, what our friends are doing, and comments about your latest photo you posted. We are connected in a way never seen before, yet we are also some of the most disconnected people ever. We might be able to know a few things about a lot of people. But deep relationships now seem to be drifting away. God created us for community. God created us for deep relationships. Life is not meant to be lived alone. I’m convinced that the best shot you and I have of following Jesus, the best shot you and I have of making it through the storms of this life is when we do life together. I really believe that, and I think you do to. We just don’t know how to get to that place. Here’s the reality… We all have something that keeps us from community. We all have something that keeps us from going into something more than shallow, surface level relationships. We crawl into our own little corner and tend to stay there and become a lone ranger. But here is a fact!  
 There are no lone rangers when following Christ.                                                                     The simple fact is, we need each other. Let’s review a passage we used in last week’s sermon. 
 Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT Let us think of ways to motivate one another to 

acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting 
together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now 
that the day of His return is drawing near. 
 Today is our fall semester of Life Groups kick off. You were given a list of life groups when you came in this morning, and you will see small tables set up in the Welcome Center where you can sign up for a particular group. The purpose of Life Groups is to provide a community for you. A community that will celebrate with you in the good times and lift you up in the bad times. Life Groups are a community that won’t chase you away because you are messy. A community that will push you to become better. A community that encourages you when you want to give up and will love you no matter what. That’s what Life Groups are all about.  



Life groups meet on various night in various homes around this city. Some have childcare and some do not………  Everyone should be connected to a small group of believers that will encourage you but will also hold you accountable when you step off the path.  You will never grow to spiritual maturity by only attending a weekend worship service. It just won’t happen. You need more!  Imagine if you only ate 1 meal every week. Nothing else. 1 meal on Sunday for lunch. It can be the best meal imaginable, steak, potato, broccoli, salad, rolls, desert………  I’m sure you may enjoy the weight loss you will have for the first few months, but sooner or later you will begin having major health issues due to malnutrition.   The same exact principle applies when it comes to your spirit life. One service a week just won’t cut it.   Jesus spoke to the crowds, but they were not taught the deeper things of God. He did that with His 12 disciples. The disciples in turn went and discipled others.   Acts chapter 9 records the conversion of a Christian persecutor named Saul. He encountered Jesus while on his way to persecute Christians in a town called Damascus. He had an undeniable experience that would change his life forever.  But notice that Saul did not run off and become a lone ranger. God sent him to a small group to learn the deeper things of the Lord. 
 Acts 9:19b-22 NLT ….Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a 

few days. 20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” 21 All who heard him 
were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation 
among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come 
here to arrest them and take them in chains to the leading priests?” 
22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in 
Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. We know this Saul as the Apostle Paul.  The early church model of discipleship was small groups.   

 Acts 2:42 NASB They were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 

  



Consider these verses.   
 Proverbs 27:17 NLT As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. 

 
 James 5:16 NLT Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has 
great power and produces wonderful results. 
 There is nothing better than having a group of imperfect, struggling, figuring it out, Jesus loving friends to share your struggles with. It’s the way God designed it to be. We truly need each other.  Your life is a result of where you pointed it years ago… In 5 or 10 years, where do you want your life to be? If you want it to be different you must do things differently.  Some of you have seen the new biblical series called “The Chosen.” I love how the director shows the humanity of all the followers of Christ. It’s truly refreshing. I highly recommend it to everyone. Download “The Chosen” app from your app store.  Look, we all struggle. But you don’t have to struggle alone.  If you want a group of people to do life with, the good, the bad, and the ugly, then you need to set that direction now.   You aren’t going to accidently stumble into fellowship, discipleship, or community. You must intentionally choose it.  Same action, same result. Different action, different result.    Sermon preached by Pastor Mike Callahan at True Life Church of Slidell on Sunday August 15, 2021 


