
                                  Are We Near the End?  (The Antichrist) 
 
I’ve been getting a lot of questions about end time events and what is currently 
going on in our world. So today I want to begin addressing these questions from a 
biblical perspective. 
 
• Matthew 24:7-8 NKJV For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes 
in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
 

 We certainly live in a time where nation is rising up against other nations. 
 Right now, there is very little world peace.  
 
 “In April, the Islamic Republic announced it would begin enriching uranium 
 to 60% purity, a move that would take the uranium much closer to the 90% 
 suitable for a nuclear bomb.” 

 “Last month, Iran announced it has already produced 6.5 kg (14 lbs) of 
 uranium enriched to up to 60%.” 

 “Last week, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed that 
 Iran has begun the process of producing enriched uranium metal.”   
                                                               Israelnationalnews.com 

 Of course, North Korea is always a bomb waiting to explode. 

 Last week, Lebanon launched rockets at Israel, so Israel responded with an 
 overwhelming airstrike on the launch sites.  
 
 By now, I’m sure you all know what going on in Afghanistan….. 
 
 China is sitting back waiting to pounce on an opportunity to take control of a 
 country. 
 
Famines: 
 “Today, the world stands on the brink of unprecedented famines. About 30 
 million people are experiencing alarming hunger, severe levels of food 
 insecurity and malnutrition in north-eastern Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia, 
 and Yemen. 10 million of them are facing emergency and famine conditions.” 
        Oxford Committee for Famine Relief International 
 
Pestilences: 
 COVID! Need I say more???? 
 
Earthquakes: 
 For the past 2 weeks, 3 Alaskan volcanoes have been erupting at the same time. 
 

https://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/304874
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/308169
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/309384
https://www.bing.com/search?q=South+Sudan&filters=sid%3a635b509c-70bc-d390-59d2-111df3a4c6bf&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Yemen&filters=sid%3a8d8f36f1-f292-3a92-a6b9-2c3b83e3ffba&form=ENTLNK


 According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS) there have been 94 
 registered earthquakes so far this year. As of Friday, 2,100 people dead in Haiti. 
 
• Matthew 24:8 NKJV All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

 
• Matthew 24:12 NASB Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love 

will grow cold. 
 
 People being shot in the streets for no reason. People being punched and 
 assaulted in broad daylight for no reason. Rioting and looting just because…. 
 
 Babies being aborted at a rate of about 3000 per day. When life is no longer 
 valued, love and compassion disappear. 
 
 To those who do not do, or think the way others think they should, pure hate is 
 directed at them.  
 
As we see these things happening, we must remember that there is more to come. 
 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:3-9 NASB Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will 

not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in 
the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5 Do you not remember 
that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?   

 
 The “apostasy” is a turning away from God and holiness. It’s rampant in our 
 society now. People who were once dedicated to the Lord are just walking away. 
 
 2 Timothy 4:3-4 NASB For the time will come when they will not 
 endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
 accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,     
 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to  myths. 
  
 In the second part of verse 3-4, Paul is describing who we know as “The 
 Antichrist.” 
 
• 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be 

revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who 
now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  

 
 In the original Greek writing, “He who now restrains” is a singular noun, in the 
 masculine form. This is important to know because “He” has power to hold 
 back satan until the appointed time when the “man of lawlessness” is 
 revealed. 
 
 



 This “He” is none other than the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit empowered the 
 Church on the Day of Pentecost, and the Church still operates on the power 
 of the Holy Spirit. In order for the “antichrist” to be revealed, the “one who 
 restrains,” the Holy Spirit, will be “taken out of the way.” The church will 
 never be left without the Holy Spirit! That’s why I’m a pre-trib rapture guy! 
 Plus the fact that God has not destined His church to wrath. (1 Thessalonians 
 5:9 &  Revelation 3:10) 
 
• 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the 

breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 
9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with 
all power and signs and false wonders,  

 
When this dude steps on the scene, he will be one slick individual. People will jump 
on board and follow him all the way to their destruction…. 
 
• Daniel 9:27 NLT The ruler (the antichrist) will make a treaty with the people 

for a period of one set of seven, (seven years) but after half this time, (3 ½ 
years) he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to 
all his terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious object that causes 
desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on 
him.” 

 
• Daniel 11:21-23 NLT  The next to come to power (the antichrist) will be a 

despicable man who is not in line for royal succession. He will slip in when 
least expected and take over the kingdom by flattery and intrigue. 22 Before 
him great armies will be swept away, including a covenant prince. 23 With 
deceitful promises, he will make various alliances. He will become strong 
despite having only a handful of followers. 

 
• Revelation 6:2 NLT I looked up and saw a white horse standing there. Its 

rider (the antichrist) carried a bow, and a crown was placed on his head. He 
rode out to win many battles and gain the victory. 
 
 Notice the rider carries a bow, but no mention of arrows. This is because he 
 will not need weapons to take over. He will take leadership by peace and 
 flattery. 

 
• Revelation 13:13 NASB He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire 

come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. 
 
So, let’s go back to a few verses we read a few minutes ago and then finish the 
passage. 
 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 NASB Then that lawless one will be revealed whom 

the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by 
the appearance of His coming; 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord 



with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10 and 
with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did 
not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 11 For this reason God will 
send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is 
false, 12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, 
but took pleasure in wickedness. 

 
According to 2 Peter 3:9, God has been “patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance.” He wants everyone to be saved, but you 
must receive Him while He is calling because He will not call forever. One day soon 
your opportunity will be over.  
 
You must accept Him on His timetable, not yours. 
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