Lifeand Ministry of Jesus Christ
The 1 Mission Trip, Part 3

Last time...Jesus continued with pre-mission instounctor
1. these ¥ mission teams at this point in His ministry
2. us today, the Church as His witnesses on earth
3. Israel as His witnesses on earth, during the DoL

Jesus matter-of-factly told His disciples what bé®ad: they would
» be sheep in the midst of wolves (sheep-eaters)
* know persecution (Gov't and Religion...worldly powhbkreatened by Him)
* be hated by all men, including family

just as He will be

This time...Jesus continues His instruction for Hisdisciples, us, and Israel during DoL
We are in Matt 10

To His sheep
* being sent in the midst of wolves
* who will know persecution by society and the hawéden,

the Good Shepherd has 3 “Fear not’s to help themdgokeep proper perspective and
priorities

Here in the middle of His instruction, looking bamker v1-25...

Honest questions needing honest answers:
» Are you shy or timid or quiet or “reserved”?
» Are you affected by peer pressure?
» Do you care what people think about you?
* Do you want to be liked by everyone...a people-please
* Do you try to keep the peace so everyone can gistlgng?

» Are you uncomfortable/afraid of talking to familp@ut Jesus Christ?
* Are you uncomfortable/afraid of talking to strarg@bout Jesus Christ?
* Are you comfortable in your walk with the Lord?

If some/many of those ring true, you are invited\forkers in His Harvest gatherings...
» discipleship/making disciples
* pray
» if want to share Jesus and your faith but don’tvkimow or are fearful
» if do share Jesus and your faith to share how aeth¢ourage others to
* meet every other Sunday after service
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v26-27 Fear them not:
1st“Fear not” for sheep in the midst of wolves:
Do not fear the Truth

Gov't, Religion, the world stands in judgment oé tinuth...
as did Pilate before Jesus

John 18:37b-38 To this end was | born, and forc¢hisse came | into the
world, that | should bear witness unto the trulvery one
that is of the truth heareth My voice.

Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?

Pilate’s question was philosophical...and rhetoricdahat he did not want an
answer from Jesus but departed from Jesus tdigwita His accusers
But the question remains: What is truth?

“Truth” can be very difficult for the common citimeof the world to discern these
days because
* “truth” is an agenda
0 a subjective opinion or “correctness” that
twists/omits/ re-writes facts
0 not an objective reality based on facts
» truth has died in the street
» evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, degeavid being
deceived

Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd Who goes befaieeep into the midst of
wolves, said, “Every one thata$ the truthhears My voice.”
That means His voice/Word is Truth
John 17:17
His Word...the Truth...
* is absolute and unchanging (believe it or not)
» transcends all time, all cultures, all philosophakGov't,
all Religion, all moral codes, all opinions, allbftectness”

John 14:1, 6, 15-21 [ read slowly, carefully ]

Truth has a name — Jesus Christ

Truth is all-seeing, all-knowing, and all-powerful

Truth is on our side!

The Spirit of Truth is in us!

Truth has set us free from the chains/bondageisttirsed. God-hating world
John 8:31-32, 35
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Therefore, as free, fear them not...the wolves whlov17-18, 21-23a, 25b
Nothing is hidden from the all-seeing/knowing/pofuéGod
The True God knows the Truth
Truth will be revealed...it is a revelation frohetTrue God

Therefore fear not the Truth but instead proclditoudly!
Our mission/calling: speak the liberating truthove to those bound in chains
*  “What truth | reveal to you in private, proclaimespy for whosoever
will hear.”
* “What you hear, by My teaching or later by the dratll voice of the
Holy Spirit teaching you, preach in public for &dlhear.”

How does this play out in everyday life for ussinaries/ambassadors?

* Be observant throughout your busy day, see/heéartive Lord’s
eyes/ears, thru The Absolute and Unchanging Toftithe
Word of God

» Be willing to engage in someone in conversation

» Ask questions...because you care enough to ask awd kn

* Be mindful to make the Lord and eternal Truth & pathe
conversation...because
0 Yyou are ready for eternity and the unbeliever s no
o Yyou may find yourself in fellowship with a brotherthe Lord
0 nothing matters but the Truth after a person’stasath

» Be not fearful to speak about what you see and knbacause
o Truth is on your side
0 Truth wins!

v28  And fear not them:
The Ft“Fear not™: Do not fear the Truth
The 29 “Fear not” for sheep in the midst of wolves:
What is the worst that could happen?

Fear not them...wolves, the children of the mund&wmm the beginning...who
can merely kill your body (mortal, of dust, for apor, as the grass)
but cannot touch your soul (immortal that belota@y&od...Ezk 18:4a)

Fear the all-powerful God Who is able to kill lyaghd soul,
separated from body and then from Him, in helldibeternity

(which is what happens when a soul takes itdlesath not believing the
Word of God)
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Ps 56:4 In God | will praise His Word, in Goldve put my trust;
| will not fear what flesh can do unto me

a psalm of David, who knew a thing or two about

* sheep
» shepherds
* wolves

* persecution
* being hated and hunted by men

Prov 29:25  The fear of man brings a snare: baselputs his trust in
the LORD shall be safe

words of wisdom from the wisest man

Fear God and not man...
Ex 1:17-21 like the Hebrew midwives
Dan 3 like Shadrach, Meshech and Abdenego
Acts 4-5 like Peter and John before the Council
1 Sam 15:24 unlike King Saul

For the believer who fears God and not man...

John 5:24 Verily, verily, | say unto you, He thaaheth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasifiegand
shall not come into condemnation; but is paseau fleath
unto life.

2 Tim 1.7 unhealthy fear of death and of man

1 John 4:18 there is no fear in love, perfeceloasts out fear because
fear has torment

Love is Truth
Fear is a lie

For the unbeliever who fears man and not God...

2 Thes 2:9-12

The wolves to whom we are sent

2 Thes 2:13-14

The Absolute and Unchanging Truth teaches us that
» the fear of God is a healthy fear...
and it is rare these days
» the fear of man is an unhealthy fear...
and it can be found in superabundance these days —
in the world and in the Church
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Therefore, what is the absolute worst case simefarsheep sent in the midst of
wolves?
2 Cor 5:8
Phil 1:20-23
Rom 14:8 For whether we live, we live unto the Ladd whether we
die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live theref or die,
we are the Lord's.

All recorded by Paul, who knew a thing or two about
* being persecuted by Gov't and Religion
* being hated by all men
e Matt 16:24

Also, the lesson of Job: Nothing happens topastdrom the will of God.

God is “bigger” than any man, He is our Defer®efuge, Fortress, Shield.
A man of God in the will of God is immortal unkils work is done

How does this play out in everyday life for ussinaries/ambassadors?
* Trust the all-powerful God, avail yourself of Hisvper
* Walk in love (the love of God is the motive for vilyau say and do)
and His perfect love will cast out fear (of man)
» Lovingly engage people with His power, boldnesarlessness
“lovingly” is both action and attitude

0 smile...does not hurt or cost anything, softens ather
o listening,

because what they are saying is important
o remembering and saying their name,

because they are important

0 genuine...
because phoniness and flattery cannot be disguised

0 gentleness and meekness
0 grace and mercy
0 no condemnation

0 not being offended by the personality...look pashét
personality trait to the character/person/soul

o willing to be hurt

o mindful (have the right/eternal perspective) ofitlead
(not ready for eternity) if they reject the gift Gbd...
Ps 73:12-21
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v29-31 Fear ye not therefore:
The F'“Fear not”: Do not fear the Truth
The 29“Fear not”: What is the worst that could happen?
The 39 “Fear not” to Jesus’ sheep in the midst of wolves:
Know Whose you are

The combined value of 2 sparrows (most commondniréarth) was less than a
penny

God alone knows how many there are exactly...butléts know!

He, the Creator, cares about every one of them;
if He were to stop thinking of even one, it woukshse to exist

He knows every time a sparrow dies anywhereenatbrld

But He cares for us, values us, immeasurably rii@e many/all the sparrows
He knows everything about us...everything abous usiportant to Him,
even the number of hairs on our head (He knowstigXa

Our value is not wrapped up in
» ourselves
* what we do
* where we live
* what we “have (according to the Truth, Ps 14:1)
* what others think of us
Our value is wrapped up in Jesus Christ...the great &d Savior who
paid the very highest price for you and me

“Self esteem” comes from the value God placemen.the blood of His Son...
not from how | or others feel about myself/me.

We are the children of God...by His power accordmdlis love
Fathers love their children unconditionally
Fathers protect, preserve, prosper their chmldre
Fathers fight for their children
Fathers give their all for their children

We are citizens of His kingdom
John 18:36a
Phil 3:20

Be always mindful of and meditate on how much Ganas you...
and be moved into action by His love (Love isagtnot passive)
Be true to His love...not be swayed, discouragethby’'s hate
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3 “Fear nots” for sheep sent in the midst of wolves
1. Do not fear the Truth
2. What is the worst that could happen?
3. Know Whose you are

With a right perspective and with proper prioritie® march as sheep in the midst of wolves...
* observant to see/hear as the all-seeing/knowirgylsegrs
» availing ourselves of the power of the all-powerful
to lovingly tell those who are not ready for (rdpidpproaching) eternity that
» Jesus Christ loves them too
* He s their only hope and help with their fear...efth
* invite them to come to church to learn about Him
» give them a Gideon Card...an on line Bible to ledrdasus

Matt 24:37-5]

Honest questions needing honest answers:

* Are you shy or timid or quiet or “reserved”?
Is that a “showstopper” or just an excuse?

* Are you affected by peer pressure?
Do you honestly think “they” care about you, orypabout themselves?

» Do you care what people think about you?
Before Whom will you stand to give an account ofiytife after it is over?

* Do you want to be liked by everyone...a people-please
Is it more important to please Self, people, ordhaseeing and all-knowing God?

* Do you try to keep the peace so everyone can gistlgng?
How long does that peace last?
What is the foundation of that “peace”?

» Are you uncomfortable/afraid of talking to familp@ut Jesus Christ?
What is the worst thing that could happen to you?
What is the best thing that could happen?
What will happen to them if you don’t speak up?

* Are you uncomfortable/afraid of talking to strarg@bout Jesus Christ?
What is the worst thing that could happen?
What is the best thing that could happen?

* Are you comfortable in your walk with the Lord?
Are you being stretched?
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Application
Speak the truth in love...speak it plainly and boldlyy the power He gives you to do so

Be instant in season and out of season to sha®dbpel (2 Tim 4:2)

Be ready always to give an answer to every mathihope that lies in you (1 Peter 3:15)
Be willing to stand alone...but never alone or deéerss!
Do not try to be politically correct...because JeSusist never is!

Workers in His Harvest gatherings
* Pray...itis why we pray!
God's will in heaven being done on earth
Our hearts being changed...to receive His heart

» If want to share Jesus and your faith but don’tvkim@w or are fearful
* If do share Jesus and your faith to share how @meth¢ourage others to
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