Life and Ministry of Jesus Christ
Nic at Night: You Must be Born Again

We are in the very early stages of Jesus’ ministhich takes place in Judea/Jerusalem
Last time...the first cleansing of the Temple by 3eStrist

This time...Nicodemus comes to Jesus

John 2:23 — 3:8

Chapter 2

v23 in Jerusalem at the Passover:
The context is Ch 2:13-22, Jesus is in Jerusalghed®assover

The Feast of Passover was on th& dbNisan (Ex 12)

On the 1# of Nisan, every father, with a lighted candle amdolemn silence,
“turned his house upside down” in a search tody&ain that his house had
been purged/cleansed of all leaven

Leaven (that which puffs up) = sin (pride)

Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of Passover (J6I89, 1 Cor 5:7, 2 Cor 5:21)
Therefore, Jesus Christ, the Servant of God,pmaging/cleansing His Father’s
house of all leaven...the greed, avarice, corompt@nd hypocrisy of
the Sadducees, Pharisees, High Priest

Later...Jesus would warn His disciples of the “leawéthe Pharisees and
Sadducees’...their doctrine (Matt 16:1-12)

Did the hypocrites, the “leaven” in the Father'sibe, understand
* who Jesus was?
* what He was doing?
* how God viewed them?

Did the people understand the hostile rulers Jesissboldly confronting...
in this time of high Messianic expectation and ywag for the Kingdom
of God...

were the religious rulers (Sanhedrin) and NOT thigipal rulers (Romans)?

Did anyone understand Whose Presence was in thgimidst...
and His intense displeasure with the shepherdssofiétk?
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many believed...miracles:
The righteous anger of Jesus was reserved foutaesy the hypocrites,
who were taking the name of the Lord in vain.

He was kind, gentle, merciful, loving, gracioaed compassionate with the flock
and with all who would come to Him with sincenetives of heart

So, not only did Jesus boldly confront the falsepherds (Ezk 34), He also

lovingly embraced the flock and ministered terthwith great compassion
He began to reveal His Identity to them all viany miracles...

» happenings that could not be explained naturally
» works of Divine power displayed to change man’ditiea

What miracles?
They are unrecorded
ICh 21:25 but Ch 20:81

As a result, many “believed on” His Name/Authoi@iaracter
GREAT start of His ministry; all is going to go Iveith Jesus, isn't it?!

Do miracles produce salvation...change man’s heart?
Is believing in miracles sufficient for salvation?

Luke 16:28-31 not even the greatest miradtiihot believe
Word of God

John 12:37 5 days before the last Passowegeheral
populace did not believe on Jesus, evengthéie

had performed many miracles during the coofs
His ministry

John 6:22-27  “You seek Me not because you kamtiracles
but because you ate the bread and werd.fille

Was this a saving faith?

John 6:28-29  but by end of Ch 6, nearly allldoot continue
Heb 13:21 good work = do God'’s will thru Je€ligist

Heb 4:3 we which have believed do enter {@od’s) rest
Heb 4:11 Let us labor therefore to entav thiat rest

What is the “work” needed to enter into Goastr
To believe/do His will thru Jesus Christ vgitoour will...
To continue to follow Jesus every day/circumstance

Miracles “fade” but the Word of God is alive ey@lay and forever
Did Jesus “buy” all this miracles-inspired minyssupport?
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v24-25 he knew all men...he knew what was in man:
Jesus was not campaigning for Mr. Congenialityg Messiah pageant
Jesus was not sent to tickle the ears of peoplerdn a popularity contest
Jesus was not a man-pleaser, not seeking the apmfowen,
His “food” was to do the will of the Father Who $éfim

Thus, Jesus did not seek the testimony of mdwg,tba testimony of His Father

And, as God become Man, Jesus knew the heaalsroen...

e Gen 6:5-6
e Jerl7:9
« Rom 7:18

e |Matt 15:18-19

» Self-centered, Me-first and God-last (Me First #mel Gimee Gimees)
» fiercely independent and defiant of authority

e proud

» strong-willed

* hard-headed but thin-skinned

» corrupt (sin nature) and self-destructive

He knew, pending a radical change, men would¥oHim only as long as it was
» convenient for them
* in their best interest...there was something of vatuefor them

And He knew God’s meaning of
» convenient
* bestinterest
* value

was radically different than man’s

With v23-25 as the background, Jesus receivestanvand has a very interesting...
and world-shaking...conversation

Chapter 3

vl Pharisees...Nicodemus...ruler:
Nicodemus
* Pharisee — self-righteous, legalistic, conservaspgitual
* member of the Sanhedrin — a very distinguishedgpeirs the nation
» teacher/master of the Word of God

And...stirred by the works — leaven purging and oiga — of Jesus
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v2 came to Jesus by night:
Let’s put ourselves in Nic's shoes

* anational dignitary...a VIP

» acelebrity...socially a high-profile person (mill®@fB/T followers)

» highly educated (formal)...crazy smart

» atenured college professor, at the top of hislfiel

» sees and hears a Galilean...country bumpkin withoyeaucation...
who obviously has great authority

* a member of the institution and ruling class thadil@an so powerfully
opposes (while not confronting/opposing the Roshan

And this man comes to Jesus for answers to histigpns

What did Nicodemus have to do before taking gt 8tep toward Jesus?

» acknowledge the conviction within his heart, stirkgy the actions and
words of this Galilean

» set aside his prejudices (about Galileans)

* acknowledge that this simple Galilean knew somethinout the
the most important point in Jewish theology thaxdidn’t

* humble himself

* set aside, as best he could, the fear of the caesegs if his peers
found him hanging out with the “enemy”

So, Nicodemus came secretly under the cover oingask
Passover season...it was a spring night in Jerusalem
As would most of the residents of the city, Jasasld probably be on the
roof, perhaps in the “guest chamber on the rodliyah

In these days of the gathering of Israel, Jeamfanywhere in the
world can immigrate to Israel by “making aliyah”
by coming to “the guest chamber on the roof” ira&dr

Nicodemus came secretly under the cover of darknbss he came!
He came seeking answers and insights, he cameekihg an argument
He is sincere, earnest, open...as is the conversddgus has with him

Nicodemus starts the conversation...the student lqagstion for the Teacher
But he starts by making an opening statement.
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Rabbi...teacher come from God:
The “master/teacher of Israel” (v10) calls this édncated” Galilean,
“Rabbi/Master”...a title of great honor
(Oh, if he only knew then what he would know later!

Then he says,

we”
We who?
Other Pharisees, other Rabbis, priests?
Acts 6:7

“we know”

Having examined the evidence, to understand
“we know that you are a teacher come from God”
Given the Identity of the Person to whom hspisaking...
Immanuel, God with us...
this is a vast understatement
“for no man can do these miracles that you gdogpt God be with him.
Ch 2:23
Again, if he only knew...God was with him!!!!

v3 Except a man be born again:
What does this have to do with Nic's statementdf v

Jesus received this Pharisee and member of thee@amh.kindly, just as He
does everyone who comes sincerely looking for answstead of an
argument

How does Jesus respond to Nic’s statement in v2?

» He ignored this man’s testimony of Him (v24-25)

* He did not acknowledge Nic’s ignorant and myopierfipliment”

» He answered Nic’s as-of-yet-unasked question, tiestipn of his
heart and the reason he came to Him secretlynipig
0 Jesus knows what is in his heart (Ch 2:24-25,13¢%0)
o Jesus always gets right to the heart of a matter
o Inso doing, He gave Nic even more evidence ofl#sitity

What is
» the question of Nic’s heart?
* the reason Nic came?
» the burning issue that led Nic to
0 set aside his prejudices
o face his fear
o humble himself before this Galilean?
The Kingdom of God
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Jesus’ answer to Nic’s heart-burning question is
* not political, it is spiritual
* notoutward, it is inward (Luke 17:21)
* not worldly, it is other-worldly...radically differdrthan the thinking
and teaching of His people’s teachers and ofrttas
Note: Ch 18:36

Thus, why Jesus confronted the religious vs théipall leaders...
the heart of the matter for which He was sentlve®the heart,
not the politics

“Unless a person is born anew, he cannot entetle Kingdom of God.”

Man (Adam and Eve, male and female) was craatdte image of God

Man was clothed in light, had eternal life, dvadl pure, unrestricted
fellowship/relationship with God

Then Man sinned...and death, darkness, and separated

Man needed (understatement)
* anew relation to God, a new relationship with God
* anew relationship with fellow man
* anew future...the past being past, all sin forgiven,
and all things made new
* anew nature...of life vs death

God’s solution to man’s need:
* resurrection...
o0 man dead to God made alive to God by Spirit of God
o unto eternal Life and Light and pure unrestricted
relationship
(John 8:12, John 14:6, John 17:20-21)
» forgiveness of sin by a just and offended God...
paid for by John 1:29
* anew start, a new birth...born anew, born again

According to Jesus Christ, a RADICAL change is regfufor a person to
enter into the Kingdom of God...
» acomplete transformation and regeneration
* aresurrection
the only sign Jesus ever gave
o the witness of the early Church
0 our witness in a dead world to its dead inhabitants
o the hope of God (Acts 24:15)

(@)
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“Born again” is NOT to be confused with “spiritual”
The Pharisees were “spiritual”
Man is born “spiritual”...a need to worship...but iflstead in his
sin until he is born again/anew
“spiritual” usually means believing a lie...
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, New Age, Mormonism, etc
believing the spirit of anti-Christ

“Born again” is NOT what was consumed and celelrgtes week
Bruce Jenner...the world’s greatest athlete in 19¢6ming out of
a post-surgical recovery room looking like a woma
Bruce Jenner changing his name to Caitlyn Jennegssiahg in
women’s clothing and posing for magazine covergte
whole world to see
Male DNA is different than female DNA...
for the entirety of a person’s life
The surgical knife cannot change a person’s DNA
Bruce Jenner’'s DNA is still male...as He was mad&by
God makes NO mistakes

This is utter confusion and madness...insanity

This is darkness...not “enlightening”

This is bondage...not freedom

This is fiction, “make believe”...not reality

This is defiance, an attack on the image of God. kwedithe devil

Thankfully, we must get back to a sincere andimedne Nicodemus

v4 How can a man be born when he is old:
Hearing from this Galilean he respects the answars primary question
(that he didn’t even have to ask) about the engaaquirements to the
Kingdom of God, Nic has a follow-up question...
“How?”

How old is Nic?
He describes himself as “old”/"aged”
Was Nic in the (2) Temple 18 years ago, a part of the audience of
doctors listening to Jesus of Nazareth in L2Ke&?

Is it physically possible for an old man to gekato his mother's womb
(e.g. Shaq) for a “do over”, a “repeat performdfice
Then physical birth is obviously not what Jesas talking about

So Jesus elaborates
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v5-6 born of water and the Spirit:
Unless a person is
born
» procreated (of the father and by extension of tbéher)
» conceived and regenerated

of
s water
» physically, of the flesh
e 1stbirth of generation
and
* in addition to
» also required
THE Spirit

* Holy Spirit

» spiritually, of the spirit

« 2"9birth of regeneration
he cannot enter into THE Kingdom of God.

2 births...neither the result of our effort!
1. physical
2. spiritual

2 dimensions of life
1. carnal...temporary, fleeting and fragile, trappeg@pace and time
2. eternal

signified by 2 baptisms
1. of John, of water
2. of Jesus, of the Holy Spirit

“Born again” means
* born anew
* born from above
* born of God not man
* regeneration of the spirit...by believing/receivimg tHoly Spirit,
the Spirit of Christ
* resurrection...man dead to God made alive to Godhé\spirit of God

Let’s go back and put ourselves in Nic’s shoesirag
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In Jewish thinking, when a Gentile proselyte canted to Judaism,
he took upon himself the Kingdom of God, i.e. Jsiaa

As a_consequence of what he did (to meet thanesgents of Judaism),
he was said to have had™ Rirth...
born anew into the Kingdom of God, i.e. intadism (religion)

But Jesus said the exact opposite of all Nicheattd, thought, and taught
The birth anew, the second birth, was_the cafisatrance into the
Kingdom of God...not the consequence
The 29 birth was spiritual work of God, not religious wasf man

Therefore...
* The entrance into the Kingdom of God was NOT toveonto Judaism
* Judaism was NOT the kingdom of God!!!!!

This Jewish ruler and master just had his Jevabgion all blowed up by
this “Teacher come from God”!
Note: John 4:22
Jesus (Who is of the Jews) = salvation
His name means “Jehovah is salvation”

In exchange for blowing up his religion, Jesusdigen Nic his very first
ray of hope in entering the Kingdom of God
Gen 15:6 (pre-Law)
Hab 2:4 (vs works)
John 6:28-29
Matt 5:17-18...the Law that condemned and crustied
and all the Jews

A thoughtful man now has MUCH to think about angegdt regarding the most
important point in Jewish theology — the KingdofrGod

The Kingdom of God is the high calling of Adamé&e...God’s calling/inviting
to Adam’s race to be made new/alive and to coank nto pure
unrestricted relationship with Him

The entrance is not earned by improving ourselvies we cannot

The entrance is not earned by conversion intdrigbt” religion...for their aren’t
any (all teach salvation is by “good” works)

The entrance is not purchased...by us for we aréusgly bankrupt

Not even a good and powerful man like Nic is wypbh entrance UNLESS...
by submission of every fiber of his being to JeShsist, God’s King
This non-negotiable truth can only be learned fd@sus Christ

Therefore...
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v7-8 Marvel not...must:
Then, perhaps up in the guest room on the r@ofah), a gentle, warm spring
breeze beckoned by the Creator became an obgscirie

The wind blows where it wishes
You hear its sound but you cannot see it
You see things carried by the wind but you carseet the wind
Such is the working of God the Holy Spirit
Such is the 2 birth of The Spirit...
inward and unseen with outward manifestations

Jesus is speaking to one man..."thee” = “you” siagu
salvation is an issue of personal relationship

Then...”ye” = “you” plural = “we”
An unqualified news flash/invitation from God td af Adam’s race

You MUST be born again/anew if you want to go taven...
this is the holy and Almighty God’s non-negotial#guirement

If this radical change is not required and camégotiated, then
» Jesus Christ is a liar and died in vain (Gal 2:21)
» The Father Who sent His Son to die is a monster
* The Holy Spirit is a liar

You are alive to sin and dead to God...
you MUST be dead to sin and alive to God

You MUST

» acknowledge the conviction within your heart, stitfiby the actions
and words of this amazing Galilean

» set aside your prejudices and preconceived ideast ab
who gets to heaven and how

* acknowledge that Jesus Christ knows more, much,mabrit the
most important issue in life than you do

* humble yourself before Jesus Christ...and do whatdys

» set aside as best you can the fear of man ane#nef the
consequences if your unbelieving family and friefidd you
hanging out with the “enemy”

You MUST believe on/lean on Jesus Christ if you ttargain entrance to the
Kingdom of God
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You MUST believe entrance into the Kingdom of Gmanes by His work and
not your own...that it is a gift of God for thos#o do believe.

You MUST believe before you can understand thisterysof God.

By faith, which comes by hearing the Word of Go@i{iR10:17),
believe the miracle of resurrection
» the hope of God
» the power of God
* the gift of God

God Who cannot lies says in His Word that all hsimaed and fallen short of His glory
Therefore, all need
* anew relation to God, a new relationship with God
* anew relationship with fellow man
» anew future...the past being past, all sin forgiam all things made new
* anew nature...of life vs death

Who wants a new start, to be
* born again
e born anew
» alive to God by the Spirit of God

Stand up...and raise your hands Jesus Christ inrgler¢hat leads to victory

Note:

As revelation of this mystery unfolds...by faith

1 Cor 15:42-46, 36

Eph 1:13-1}4 To be born again, resurrected, we firasdie.
We are born spiritually dead...so we must agritle @od
on that point and then die to self to receive LHife.

Pastor Doug Warwick Page 11
Calvary Chapel Ahwatukee



