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in your time together in BIG ways.
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it.
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Why do you think stories make for good lessons? 
What do you think a Parable is?
Why do you think Jesus used Parables?
What does it mean to have an open heart towards God?
Final thoughts?

READ: You can choose whether or not to do your reading at the beginning of your
devotional time or during the LEARN portion of the lesson. Either way, encourage
your family members to take turns reading the scriptures aloud. This allows for
discussion to follow and for your children to see how the Bible is set up and written.
Today's reading can be found in Matthew 13:10-17.
 
PLAY: As a family head over to your kids' bookshelf and have them pick out their top
three favourite stories that they have read again and again. Without rereading them,
ask your children if they can pick out the lesson that was learned in the story. If your
child is unsure, revisit the plot together and discuss what message is being taught to
the reader. This can also be done with your family's favourite movies. 
 
LEARN: Begin by asking your children what they think Parables are. Depending on
their age they may have examples to share or this might be the first time they have
heard of them. Explain to them that just like their favourite story books have lessons
for us and for the main character, Jesus used stories called Parables to teach you and I
lessons. Surprisingly, not everyone understood what Jesus was trying to say when he
spoke in story form- he tells us this in today's Bible reading. There were many people
at the time Jesus was alive that were not too interested in hearing what Jesus had to
say. Some just wanted to see a miracle, some wanted to catch him saying something
wrong and a few were in the crowds to see what all the buzz was about. Jesus tells us
that only the people who truly wanted to learn from Him were going to understand
the stories. The people who did not love the Lord could not understand the parables.
When we have an open heart to God and are ready to listen to His Word, we gain a
bigger understanding of His messages. Just like how the people who loved God,
understood Jesus' parables.
 
 
DISCUSS: Feel free to use the discussion questions as you learn together, or revisit
them at the end.
 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why Jesus used Parables



What do the three parables have in common?
How does it feel to find something after you have lost it for awhile?
Why do you think Jesus told three different stories about the same lesson?
What do you think Jesus is saying about the lost being found?

READ: You can choose whether or not to do your reading at the beginning of your
devotional time or during the LEARN portion of the lesson. Either way, encourage
your family members to take turns reading the scriptures aloud. This allows for
discussion to follow and for your children to see how the Bible is set up and written.
Today's reading can be found in Luke 15:1-32.
 
PLAY: Who doesn't love a treasure hunt! Either using the printouts at the end of this
devotion book or a few object of your own, designate someone to hide them around
the room. Everyone else in the family must close their eyes or wait in another room so
that they do not see where the objects are being hidden. When the hider says "GO",
search high and low for the hidden objects. The person who finds the last hidden
object can be the hider next. Make sure to celebrate when the objects are found!
 
LEARN: If you have not already done so, read Luke 15:1-32 now. Ask your family what
common element they can draw from the three parables read in Luke. In these
parables we see that Jesus is teaching about something special that becomes lost. We
also see that when found there is a celebration to be had. Explain to your family that
these parables tell us something pretty cool about God. He celebrates when
something is found. The lost sheep, coin and son represent someone who is not living
their life for the Lord. The have lost their way. Explain to them that God seeks the
lost, just like we were seeking our items and just like the Shepard went out to find his
lost sheep. God wants everyone to find Him and he will do whatever it takes to have
them back with Him. He his a God who celebrates when the lost find their way back
to Him. Maybe your family knows of someone special who has lost their way. Take
some time to pray for this precious person to be found by the Lord.
 
 
DISCUSS: Feel free to use the discussion questions as you learn together, or revisit
them at the end.
 

1.
2.
3.
4.

The Lost get Found



Who was Jesus directing this parable to?
How do you think the priests and elders felt when they were told that the lowest
people will enter the Kingdom before them?
Who do you relate to right now? The priest or the tax collector?
Why do you think Jesus was so hard on the priests and elders?

READ: You can choose whether or not to do your reading at the beginning of your
devotional time or during the LEARN portion of the lesson. Either way, encourage your
family members to take turns reading the scriptures aloud. This allows for discussion to
follow and for your children to see how the Bible is set up and written. Today's reading
can be found in Matthew 21:28-32.
 
PLAY: The idea behind this activity is to not only listen to the rules being spoken but to
pay close attention to it. There are many ways to change up this activity. Please feel
liberated to do what works for your family. This activity works best during a family
movie or even throughout a meal. As the parent come up with a rule, such as when I say
"hand to forehead" everyone must stop what they are doing and put their hand to their
forehead. To drive the point home that everyone needs to be paying attention to the
rules, not just hearing them, have an additional rule such as only listening to the hand to
forehead rule if the rule maker is touching their ear or crossing their arms. This will force
the listeners to do more than just listen to the directions, they will have to be following
along closely. 
 
LEARN: If you have not already done so, read Matthew 21:28-32 now. When Jesus spoke
he sometimes directed his stories or parables to certain crowds. Ask your children if they
have any ideas as to who this parable was directed at. It was actually meant for the
priests and elders- people who thought their ticket to heaven was their special role in the
church. These people are the second son in the parable. These people didn't actually
follow the 10 Commandments very well, they had their own made up rules that they
expected everyone to follow. The priests and elders looked like they were righteous and
following God's commands but actually didn't obey and love the Lord. Jesus told them
that the people who were considered lower than them and even dirty such as the tax
collectors would enter heaven before them. Once they learned from their mistakes, they
turned around and began following the Lord. God would much rather that you have a
heart that loves Him and pays attention to what he is saying rather than listening to the
rules but not following them or loving Him. 
 
DISCUSS: Feel free to use the discussion questions as you learn together, or revisit them
at the end.
 

1.
2.

3.
4.

The Son who Obeyed



What do you think a Samaritan is?
Why was the Samaritan's actions a BIG deal?
Who is someone that might be hard to be kind to?

READ: You can choose whether or not to do your reading at the beginning of your
devotional time or during the LEARN portion of the lesson. Either way, encourage your
family members to take turns reading the scriptures aloud. This allows for discussion to
follow and for your children to see how the Bible is set up and written. Today's reading
can be found in Luke 10:25-37.
 
PLAY: This activity works best if you are doing your devotions in the evening but could be
used at any point during the devotional series. This activity is to show that we have a
choice over our actions and that it is better to stop and help rather than ignoring
opportunities to please the Lord. Print out the kid friendly bingo sheet or the blank
template at the end of the guide. You can print one per child or have your children team
up together to complete the Bingo page. The Bingo sheet includes different opportunities
to help others. Your children can choose whether to try and help others or they can
choose to ignore the sheet. Explain to them that God wants us to serve Him no matter the
task- but we do have a choice to make. 
 
LEARN: If you have not already done so, read Luke 10:25-37 now. Ask your child what
they think Samaritan means. In the case of this story, a Samaritan was someone from the
land of Samaria, an enemy to our wounded, Israelite victim. In the parable the hurt man
was passed by some unlikely people. One was a leader from a church! Jesus is telling his
followers to not only help the people we like but just as the Samaritan did, help those
who are our enemies. Explain to your kids that we don't really have enemies but there
are people we find harder to love and be kind to. God asks us to help everyone and with
a clean heart, not just to help for the sake of reward. We can learn a lot from the
Samaritan but we can also learn something from the people who walked by the hurt
man. We always have a choice to do the right thing and it is up to us to follow God and
choose the actions that he would want us to! 
 
DISCUSS: Feel free to use the discussion questions as you learn together, or revisit them
at the end.
 

1.
2.
3.

 
Let's pray and ask God for the strength to be kind to those who do not treat us
very well. 

The Good Samaritan



What question did Peter ask Jesus?
What did Jesus say in his parable about forgiveness?
How many times did Jesus ask us to forgive?
What makes forgiving someone so hard?
Who is someone you need to forgive?

READ: You can choose whether or not to do your reading at the beginning of your
devotional time or during the LEARN portion of the lesson. Either way, encourage your
family members to take turns reading the scriptures aloud. This allows for discussion to
follow and for your children to see how the Bible is set up and written. Today's reading
can be found in Matthew 18:21-35.
 
PLAY: Choose a few activities that your children enjoy doing such as shooting basketballs
outside, skipping rope or swinging on a swing-set. Tell your child that you are going to
ask them to do the action a few times. For example if they are shooting hoops, tell them
to begin counting how many times they have shot the ball towards the hoop. After a few
minutes, ask them how many times they have done their action. Tell them now to try and
shoot the basketball or whatever the activity is 490 times. They are likely going to be
surprised by the large number and that's a good thing! This leads us to our parable of the
day.
 
LEARN: If you have not already done so, read Matthew 18:21-35 now. In this story, Jesus
is responding to a question asked by Peter. Ask your children if they remember what the
question was. He wanted to know how many times to forgive someone when they have
done you wrong. This may be an appropriate time to share an example of when you had
to forgive someone or when someone forgave you. Remember that your stories have
large impacts on how your children view Christ. In this parable, Jesus tells us that we are
to forgive someone seventy times seven times. This means we are to forgive 490 times.
This seems like a funny number to answer with but Jesus wants us to know that we are
to forgive a lot! It may seem difficult to forgive someone if they continue to do you
wrong such as call you names or break your toys but Jesus tells us that God requires this
of us. Are you up to it even if it is hard?
 
DISCUSS: Feel free to use the discussion questions as you learn together, or revisit them
at the end.
 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Seventy Times Seven



The Lost get Found



The Good Samaritan
BINGO

CLEAN DISHES
AFTER BREAKFAST

DELIVER A KIND
NOTE TO A

NEIGHBOUR

PICK UP LITTER
FROM THE
GROUND

FREECLEAN UP TOYS MAKE A SNACK
FOR YOUR SIBLING

PRAY FOR A
FAMILY MEMBER

CLEAN OUT
GARBAGE FROM

THE CAR

MAKE YOUR
PARENTS A CUP OF

TEA OR COFFEE



The Good Samaritan
BINGO

FREE


