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Here at Northridge Church, we are committed to
leading a life fully committed to the Lord's calling. In
Mark 12:30-31 Jesus tells his people to first love the
Lord with all their heart and secondly to love their
neighbour as themselves. We full-heartedly believe

that loving your neighbour encompasses loving
every human-being and demonstrating our love

through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately,
we live in a world with broken people that decide

what neighbour to love and when to love them. We
know it breaks God's heart to see his people so hurt

by one another. 
We have created this resource for families to help
guide their children in having conversations about
loving their neighbour to the best of their abilities.

This resource is centered around having
conversations with your children about

multiculturalism, diversity, race, inequality and
justice. We in no way claim to be experts on this

subject but believe we are given the task to ensure
the church is responding according to God's ways in

love and in obedience. Our prayer is that your
conversation is rich in God's out pouring of love and

that you are equipped with ways to teach your
children through a biblical perspective about such

topics mentioned above.  



STORIES



On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit

eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How
do you read it?" He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor

as yourself.’”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and
you will live.” But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked

Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” In reply Jesus said: “A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he

was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes,
beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest

happened to be going down the same road, and when he
saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by
on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came

where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on
him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey,
brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper.

‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse
you for any extra expense you may have.’ “Which of these

three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into
the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The

one who had mercy on him.”Jesus told him, “Go and do
likewise.”

 
Luke 10: 25-37

The Good Samaritan



 Why do you think some people ignored the hurt man
on the ground?
Why do you think Jesus responded with this story when
he was asked "Who is my neighbour? What point was
Jesus making?
How would you have responded?
If you saw someone hurt or treated unfairly at school or
in the neighborhood what should you do?
The person who helped the hurt man was not his friend.
What does this tell us about loving our neighbor?

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

The Good Samaritan
Discussion



God's Very Good Idea
Trillia Newbell

 What was your very best idea?
Why do you think God's idea of creating so many
different people was such a great plan?
How were you created differently than others?
Even though everyone was created equally, why do you
think it is so hard to always get along?
What is one way you can love and celebrate those that
are different from you?

Click on "God's Very Good Idea" and watch the video book with
your family.

Follow the video with discussion based off of the discussion
points and questions below.

 
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

 

God's Very Good Idea

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjmHz8bidds


A long time ago, there was a crow who lived by a big river. It was a very big
river, with a strong rushing current and fierce rapids. The river was full of fish,
but the current was too fast for Crow to attempt fishing. If she fell in the river,

she would be swept downstream.One morning, Crow awoke to find a little bear
on the beach by the river. Little Bear was a stranger, and looked lost. Crow

watched Little Bear curiously. Little Bear spent several days lying on the beach,
watching Crow. Crow spent her time sitting in a big tree, dreaming about the
fish she could catch and watching Little Bear.One day, Little Bear was crying.

Crow saw this, so she flew down to the beach to see what the problem
was."Hello," said Crow."Hello," said Little Bear."I'm sorry I didn't introduce

myself sooner. I am quite shy," said Crow."That's okay," said Little Bear. "I am
shy, too.""Why are you crying?" asked Crow."I miss my home," said Little

Bear. "I'm not from this part of the woods."Little Bear explained how he had
arrived at this beach. One fine sunny day, his parents had gone fishing. Little
Bear had wandered off to find an adventure. What he found was a big river.

Little Bear thought he would catch a big fish and bring it home to impress his
parents. But as soon as he took one step into the swirling rapids, he was swept
away downstream. He would have drowned if he had not grabbed onto a log.
The log carried him far down the river, for days and nights, until he came to

rest on the beach."So, that is how I ended up here," said Little Bear. "And I miss
my home because there is such good fishing there."Ahh haa, thought Crow to

herself. Good fishing! Crow was always eager to find easier ways of
fishing."Why don't you go home?" asked Crow. It seemed like a pretty obvious
question.Little Bear shook his head vigorously. "Oh no! I will never set foot in

that river again!" Little Bear sat down and began to cry again when he thought
of all the good fishing at his home.Crow sat quietly until Little Bear finished

crying. "I think I can get you home," said Crow."How?" asked Little Bear eagerly.
Little Bear was running around in circles, he was so excited."It would involve

climbing some trees and rocks."Little Bear fell onto his rump and started to cry
again."What's the matter now?" asked Crow."My parents tried to teach me, but
I was never very good at climbing trees or rocks," said Little Bear. "I don't know
how."Crow shook her head. "That's not the right attitude, friend. Let's go give it

a try."Crow and Little Bear walked toward the mountain. When they came to
the first set of big rocks, Crow flew to the top and called down, "Come on up,
Little Bear."Little Bear jumped on the rock, and slid straight to the bottom. He
jumped up and tried again, with the same result. Little Bear looked like he was

about to cry again.This could be harder than I thought, said Crow to
herself.Crow flew back to the beach, and filled her claws with sand. She spread

the sand all over the rocks. "Try it now, Little Bear".
 
 

Crow and Little Bear



Little Bear shook his head. "No way," he said."It will be easier this time, Little
Bear," said Crow. "I promise."Little Bear hopped onto the rock, and to his surprise,
he did not slide off. Slowly, he inched his way up the rock until he had reached the
top. He and Crow celebrated. They began to make their way up the mountain, with
Crow spreading sand on the rocks and Little Bear climbing inch by inch. By the time

they reached the top, Crow was not using any sand at all."Congratulations," said
Crow. "You did that quite well.""My stomach is kind of sore," said Little Bear. "But I

learned how to climb rocks!""You should never stop learning.""I guess that is
true."They took a rest and gazed out at the scene. "I still can't see my home," said

Little Bear.Crow hopped onto the branch of a nearby tree. "If we climb up here, you
will be able to see your home.""I can't climb trees!" said Little Bear. Crow shook her

head at him."Oh, okay. I'll try," sighed Little Bear.Little Bear grabbed Crow's wing and
hopped onto the first branch. He started to climb, but lost his hold and nearly fell

out of the tree.This could be harder than I thought, said Crow to herself."Little Bear,
do you see this bark on the tree? Dig your claws into the bark. That is what you have
claws for."Little Bear was very scared. He tried digging his claws into the bark. To his
surprise, he got a very good grip. Slowly, he became more confident in his claws, and

he began to make his way up the tree. Crow hopped from branch to branch,
encouraging him along the way. Finally, after a great deal of climbing, they reached
the top of the tallest tree on the mountain. Little Bear was very excited."Thank you,
Crow. Thank you for teaching me how to climb trees! And look, over there. There is
my home!"Crow looked to the lakes in the west where Little Bear was pointing. She

could almost taste the fish."But how are we ever going to get from this tall tree to my
home?" asked Little Bear."Little Bear, we are going to fly," said Crow."Crow, my friend,

you have taught me quite a lot today. But I think you're getting a little carried
away.""Little Bear, trust me!" cried Crow. "Think of your home and all those tasty

fish." Bear closed his eyes and began daydreaming about all the fish in the lakes. As
soon as he closed his eyes, Crow flapped her wing in the air and pushed Little Bear
from the tree."Yooouuu puuusshed meeeeee!" yelled Little Bear as he fell through

the sky, legs flailing in the air.Suddenly, Crow swooped below him and caught him on
her back. "Wrap your arms around my neck or you'll fall off," she said.Little Bear did

as he was told. The shock wore off and he realized that he was flying. "Hey, we're
flying!"Little Bear was enjoying the flight. He looked around at the trees and lakes
and the big river far below.Crow kept her wings outspread as Little Bear clutched

onto her neck. They flew along the wind currents, rising and falling as they drifted to
Little Bear's home. "Flying is pretty neat," said Little Bear."Yes, I guess I take it for

granted," said Crow.As they got closer to Little Bear's home, Crow was getting quite
tired. "Little Bear, you are getting very heavy. I think we should land.""Good idea,

Crow. Take us by that lake. It is good fishing there."Crow and Little Bear landed by
the lake. Now that their long journey was over, they were hungry. Fish began jumping

from the water in great numbers right in front of them."Look at all those
fish!" exclaimed Crow.



She grew so excited that she dove into the lake and began flapping around, trying to
snap up fish in her beak. She splashed and spluttered, and did not catch one

fish.Little Bear began to laugh at his friend. "No wonder you are hungry all the time.
Come here and dry off."As Crow shook all her feathers, Little Bear crept to the shore

of the lake. He knelt down and slipped his paw into the water. Little Bear began
quietly to sing a song.Crow watched Little Bear. He is taking an awfully long time,

thought Crow to herself. Why is he just sitting there? I am getting hungry.Suddenly,
Little Bear scooped his paw and a large fish came flying out of the lake. Minutes later
he repeated the action, and another fish landed on the shore. Little Bear turned to
Crow and smiled. "That should be enough for dinner. We don't need any more."The
two friends had a meal of fish. "My father taught me that it is important to sing that
song when I go fishing. It makes the fish sleepy," said Little Bear."Well, it is a much

better way of fishing than my method," laughed Crow.They ate most of the fish, and
wrapped the rest as a gift for Little Bear's people. The pair travelled to Little Bear's
home. Little Bear's people were overjoyed to see him again and they threw a huge

feast for Crow. Crow was happy with Little Bear's people and the good fishing in the
lake, so she decided to stay. She never went back to the big river again.

 
Coast Salish Story

Do you think Little Bear would have made it home on his own? Why or why
not?
How are Little Bear and Crow similar to one another? How are they
different?
What did Little Bear and Crow learn from one another?
Can you learn from people who are different from you?
Paul writes in Phillipians 4:9 that we can learn from him about God. Who
can you learn from about God?
How does having people to learn from about the world and about God
benefit us?

Discuss:
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.



This Is Our House
Michael Rosen

 What were some of George's reasons for not letting
anyone in his house?
Why were his reasons ridiculous?
Do you think it is fair to treat people with unkindness
based on how they look or act?
Sometimes we refer to heaven as God's house. Do
you think he would act like George?
 God's house is for everyone too. What are some
ways you can be more inviting than George and
more like God?

Click on "This is our House" and watch the video book with
your family.

Follow the video with discussion based off of the discussion
points and questions below.

 
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

 

This Is Our House

https://vimeo.com/58214461


ACTIVITIES



What is Privilege?

What made this activity unfair?
How did you respond to the injustice that happened during our basketball
game?
What can the people closest to the goal do to ensure everyone gets a better
shot at the hoop? 
Would it have helped if the person at the front said something?
How do you think God feels about injustice or unfairness?
How would God like to see justice for all mankind?

This activity is to help you begin the conversation with your child on privilege. We
encourage you to engage in the activity with your child and then take some time to
converse using the discussion questions at the bottom.
 
For the activity you will need either a basketball hoop and a ball or a bin and
some crumpled paper balls. Have your child line up far away from the hoop and
yourself closer to the hoop. If you have multiple children, have them at different
lengths away from the goal. Tell your family that they have one shot to make it
into the bin, but that some of you will be closer to the goal and some further
away. Don't be surprised when your child yells out about the unfairness of the
process. The one at the front likely won't complain at all, however it is important
to acknowledge their response whether it be standing up to the injustice or
remaining quiet (or maybe smug) about their position. 
Each person will take their shot. The outcome of the shot isn't as important as
conveying the idea that it naturally is harder for the ones further back to score
than the ones closer to the hoop.
Explain to your children that being closer to the hoop is considered privilege. It
means that in life we often have similar goals- graduate high school, get a job, buy
a house etc. For some people those goals are quite easy because they are given
many opportunities such as growing up in a wealthy family, having access to an
education and so forth. For others, it isn't as easy. For some, access to education is
difficult, they may not have the money to have opportunities and even sometimes
the colour of their skin or the way they look hinders them from having better
opportunities to reach their goals. 
 
Discuss:

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.
6.



After reading "This Is Our House" in the story section of this guide,
have your children draw a picture of their house with everyone

invited!

This Is Our House



Lemon Peel

How was your fruit different from the others?
What happened when we took away the peel?
What is the purpose of our fruit?
What purpose has God given us?
How can you make sure you focus more on God's purpose on the inside, rather
than how we look on the outside?

This activity is to help you teach your child that God created us all equally with a
purpose to serve and love Him. The goal is to help your child understand that God
sees the inside and the outer appearance has no affect on what God can do through
each individual.
 
For the activity you will need either a lemon or orange for each child. Ask your
child what the purpose of the fruit is? Answers will likely be around "to be eaten"
or perhaps "to make juice". Give each child their fruit and have them draw with
markers on the skin. When your children are finished, ask them to put their peel
in a bowl. Tell them that you are going to mix them up and have them pick out
which one is theirs. They may laugh at how easy it is to pick out their fruit but
that is all part of the process.
Your child will know immediately which fruit is theirs. Ask them to put their
fruit back in the bowl and go play while you prepare the second part of the
activity. Peel and remove the outer skin of their fruit and put them back in the
bowl. Ask your children if they can now tell which fruit belongs to them. They
will have no idea because the peel is taken away.
Explain to your kids that the fruit represents people. We can tell each other apart
based on our looks. We all have unique features that make us special on the
outside, however we know that even with the peel all decorated, the fruit are
made with the same purpose; to be eaten or juiced! As humans, we are all designed
to love God and our neighbours with our whole hearts. It's silly to think that
loving God has to do with how we look because it doesn't. God doesn't care what
outward features we have, but cares that we are carrying out our purpose.
Make some delicious lemonade or orange slices and enjoy the purpose of the fruit-
not based on the peel but based on the deliciousness of the inside.
 
Discuss:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.



This activity is to help you teach your child that if we only decide
to learn about our own culture, we miss out on an abundance of
amazing things God created through diverse people.
 
As a family hop in the car and go for a drive in your city. Begin
by pointing out a restaurant that isn't Canadian. Perhaps it
could be your family's favourite pizza place. Explain to your
children that if the Italians hadn't created this delicious food
and shared it with many, many countries, we wouldn't be
enjoying it. As you drive, see if you children can point out
other companies, restaurants, inventions etc. that have been
created by other cultures and shared with us.
Ask your children how they benefit from accepting other
cultures and ask them how our city would look without them?
Explain to your kids that God created so many cultures with so
many unique ideas, flavours, resources and arts. Sometimes
people are not always accepting of new cultures because it is
different than what they know. Help your children understand
that when we don't accept other cultures that we miss out on so
much of what God has built into His varying people.
If you have the opportunity, try out a new cultural dining
experience with food from another country that your children
(and maybe you) haven't tried before. Discuss how if you
weren't open-minded and accepting that you would be missing
out on something so great! 
 
 

Drive Time



RESOURCES



Books

God Made Me and You
Shai Linne
Ages 8-12

Colorfull
Dorena Williamson
Ages 3-8

The Gospel in Color: For
Kids

Curtis Woods & Jarvis Williams
Ages 10+

Race for Freedom
Lois Walfrid Johnson
Ages 8-16



Articles and Sites for
Parents

Tips for talking to your child about racism by
Christianity Today: CLICK HERE
 
A conversation at Elevation Church on building a
bridge to stand up against racism and apathy:
CLICK HERE 
 
Pastor Alex Seeley from Nashville's Belonging Co.
Church on unity in diversity: CLICK HERE
 
Rightnowmedia.org is fulled of Christian
documentaries, sermons and studies on culture,
race, social injustice and more.
 
Focus on the Family share on walking with your
child through bullying and how to support your
child if they are being picked on for how they look.
CLICK HERE
 
Brooke Prentis' story on being fully devoted to
God and fully Aboriginal. The journey it was to get
there: CLICK HERE

https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/august/how-to-talk-about-race-with-kids-racism.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7jTUfNyPkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7jTUfNyPkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7ejtU9BN7Y
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/the-wounded-spirit-of-a-bullied-child
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/australia/how-brooke-prentis-learned-to-be-fully-aboriginal-and-fully-christian/
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