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WELCOME
 

 

We are so glad you are taking part
in this devotional series this week!
This guide is all about being apart
of God's team and involves many

sport analogies for those sport
loving families.

We pray that God uses this time as
a family to draw you closer to one

another and closer to Him.
Through activities, Bible reading,

discussion and prayer, our hope is
that your family creates the habit
of centering time around God and
opening up your hearts for all that

He can do through you.
 

NR CHURCH
 

 



THE COACH
 

 

Read: Isaiah 41:10
 
Play: If you have every been on a team before you know that the
coach plays a very important role. The coach ensures that the
team is working together, following the rules of the game and
helping them grow stronger and better in their abilities. All of this
goes to waste however, if the team doesn't listen to the one in
charge! As a family play this variation on the classic game "Simon
Says". Choose one member of the family to be the coach. The
coach will yell out directions such as "Coach Says: do jumping
jacks" or "Coach Says: run on the spot". If the coach doesn't say
"Coach Says" before stating the action and someone does the
move anyways, they are eliminated from the game. 
 
Learn: Discuss as a family what qualities make for a great coach.
Some examples could include- they are fair, they treat their team
with respect, they listen to the needs of the team, they know the
sport well etc. Believe it or not, we have a real life coach who
knows the game of life inside and out. God is the best coach of all
time. He leads and guides us so well and because he knows us
personally, he can help us better than anyone else. Read Isaiah
40:10 if you haven't done so already and add the qualities
described in this verse to your list of great coach qualities. God
wants us to succeed. He wants our life to go well and for that
reason he wants us to follow the rules he has given us and to
lean on Him for support. He is a coach that will never leave our
side and one who has our back throughout our entire life. Finish
by asking your children how they see God as a coach in their own
lives. 
 
Pray: Thank you God for being the best coach. Thank you for
leading and guiding us through every walk of life. 



THE UNIFORM
 

 

Read: Ephesians 6:10-18
 
Play: There are so many jobs and activities that require wearing a
uniform. Often the uniform serves a purpose: to help the player
with the job they are required to do and to also tell you what
team, company or career they are apart of. Head to the back of
the guide and have your child circle the correct parts of the
uniform to match the person's job. Talk about why these uniform
elements help us know what job they have and also how their
uniform helps them in their career. If your child wears a uniform
in their life, perhaps at school or in their activities, make it
personal and ask them how their uniforms fits with the
description above.
 
Learn: Just as we put on uniforms to do the job we were trained
to do, whether that be in school, sports or for a career, uniforms
show others that we are apart of a team. God has also given us a
uniform to wear that shows others that we are apart of His team.
Read Ephesians 6:10-18 together as a family. Ask your children
what parts of God's "uniform" they remember. Explain to your
family that God tells us to clothe ourselves in His armour so that
we are protected and ready for battle against the enemy. We are
apart of God's team when we accept Him in our hearts and we
need to make sure we are wearing the right uniform to do God's
work. When we wear the armor daily, others can see that we are
apart of God's army. They may also notice that our uniform is
doing the right work. 
 
Pray: Thank you God for giving me the best uniform of all to
wear. I ask that you help me put on my armour everyday so that
others may see you through me.



THE TEAM
 

 

Read: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
 
Play: At the beginning of the day tape up a paper to a wall with each
family member's name written at the top. There is also a template at
the end of this guide if you wish to print and use for this activity.
Throughout the day encourage your family members to write down
different talents and abilities each family member has. You can
highlight their positive personality qualities, physical talents or little
things that make them special and unique. When the day is coming
to an end, have each member read out their list to the family.
Emphasize that each family member was highlighted for their
different abilities and not everyone was given the same talents. Lead
with this as you head into the LEARN portion of this devotional.
 
Learn: After you have finished reading out the qualities page as a
family, turn your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and take turns
reading the passage aloud. Explain to your children that the Bible is
using the human body to explain how all parts of the body are
created uniquely for a purpose. This example can be applied to a
sport's team and also to our role in our church, schools and jobs.
Imagine we were playing on a baseball team but everyone decided
to be a catcher. We wouldn't have any fielders or a pitcher so the
game would not go very well! This is what the Bible is saying when it
describes how each body part was created. All of us have different
abilities and talents to serve God with. If we tried to serve God with
someone else's abilities we wouldn't be doing a great job and we
would be forgetting about the talents that God has gifted us with.
We are each designed with a purpose and need to remember to use
all that we have been given for God!
 
Pray: Thank you God for giving me talents and abilities that are
unique. I pray that I use them for you each and every day.



THE FANS
 

 

What is the difference between being a fan of Jesus and being a
follower of Jesus.
How can we be better followers of Jesus?
What makes being a follower harder than being a fan?

Read: Matthew 7:21-23
 
Play: Head over to the end of the guide and read the story about
Babe Ruth to your children. This story is about how fans are often
only fans when the team or player is doing well. Jesus also had a lot
of fans but we are called to followers. Follow up the story with these
questions:

1.

2.
3.

 
Learn: If you haven't already done so, turn your Bibles to
Matthew 7:21-23 and read the rather convicting words Jesus
shares. Explain to your kids that Jesus wasn't keen on having
fans. He didn't come to the Earth so that people would
sometimes love Him and sometimes reject Him. He wants
followers, people who are dedicated to living their life for Him.
It's a lot harder to be a follower because there is a lot more to
do, however there is much more of a reward when we choose
to be a follower. Fans often come and go with the season and
will change their minds quite a bit depending on how a team is
doing. Jesus tells those who were listening that day that
unfortunately God will not invite them to be in His kingdom if
they are simply fans. The buy in has to be the real deal.
 
Pray: Lord we pray that you help us become full followers of you.
Help guide us when we begin to live our lives more like fans than
followers.



THE VICTORY
 

 

Read: 1 Corinthians 15: 57
 
Play: Time to get crafty! Who doesn't like receiving a trophy? For this
activity you will need two plastic cups (double or triple this amount
depending on how many you want to make), two pipe cleaners, glue
and gold or silver paint. Feel at liberty to improvise where necessary
and to add where you would like to. Turn one of your plastic cups
upside down and add glue to the bottom. Stick your right-side up
cup to the glue so that the bottoms of each cup are sticking
together. This will create an hourglass shape. Once glued together,
paint your trophy the colour of your choice. Finally bend the pipe
cleaners and glue them to either side of the trophy's body to create
the handles. At this point you may want to add a #1 logo in sharpie
or add decorative items such as jewels or glitter. 
 
Learn: When you play on a sports team or watch one on TV there is
always a winning team and a losing team. Each game, the teams
compete and play to the best of their abilities for the purpose of
winning and having a victory over the opposing team. Ask your
children what they enjoy about winning and what is difficult about
losing. Thankfully, when we play on God's team we are automatically
on the winning team. When it comes to the opposing player (Satan)
he has no chance of winning against God. In fact, God tells us in His
Word that there is victory through Jesus Christ and when we choose
to be on God's team and that we have an automatic win over the
enemy. If your child has not yet asked Jesus into their hearts, this
would be an excellent time to provide that opportunity and to invite
them to be on God's team. 
 
Pray: Thank you God for the victory we have in YOU! We are so
thankful to be apart of your team and that you are leading us to win
the battle against the enemy.



THE UNIFORM
MATCH

 

 

Circle the correct parts of the uniform to
match the job given

Hockey Player
 

Jersey
Lasso

Hair net
Helmet

Ice Skates
Apron

Doctor

Shin Guards
Gloves

Face Mask
Pizza Cutter

Hard Hat
Notepad

Construction
Worker
Hard Hat 
Wet Suit

Safety Vest
Oxygen Mask

Steel-toed Boots
Microphone

Artist
 

Smock
Gloves

Goggles
Tool belt
Paint kit

Shoulder Pads



THE TEAM'S PLAYERS
AND THEIR QUALITIES

 

 

name



As Babe Ruth approached the end of his stellar
career, he was striking out more often than
getting hits, and his play had deteriorated to
the point that fans often booed him. He was

playing in Cincinnati one day, and after striking
out, the fans booed loudly as Babe walked
dejectedly back to the dugout. Suddenly a

small boy, tears running down his face, ran
onto the field and threw his arms around

Babe’s legs. Ruth smiled at the boy, reached
down and took him into his arms, talking to
him as they continued to the dugout. The

booing stopped, and the fans, touched by this
spectacle, silently stood in tribute.Fans can be

fickle. One moment they are cheering, the next
they are booing. One moment they are

standing in respectful tribute; the next they are
nowhere to be found. The same thing

happened to Jesus: they cheered as He
entered Jerusalem and five days later shouted,
“Crucify Him!” Today we’re going to talk about

the difference between fans and followers. Are
you a fan of Jesus or a follower of Jesus?

 
https://lifecenter.net/sermons/2011/fan-or-

follower/

THE FANS: BABE RUTH
 

 


