
EASTER

A  F I V E  D A Y  F A M I L Y
D E V O T I O N A L

 
N R C H U R C H . C A



PRAISE BE TO THE GOD

AND FATHER OF OUR

LORD JESUS CHRIST! IN

HIS GREAT MERCY HE

HAS GIVEN US NEW

BIRTH INTO A LIVING

HOPE THROUGH THE

RESURRECTION OF

JESUS CHRIST FROM

THE DEAD.

1 PETER 1:3
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NOTE TO PARENTS
 

We are so glad you have decided to take this
time to invest in your family's spiritual growth.
We can hardly wait to hear how God moves in
you and in your children this week. As you dive

into the Easter story of Jesus' death and
resurrection keep in mind that this is a jam-
packed story full of truth and lessons to be
learned. Use this devotional as a guide to
move through the Easter story with your

family. Understand that not every part of this
great love story will be covered in these five
short lessons but use them as a guide and

discuss other parts of Jesus' story as you see
fit. Don't feel like you need to have all the

answers as none of us do but be encouraged
for you are planting deep seeds into the hearts
of your children that will impact them forever. 
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READ
Let's begin our time of family devotions by reading the Word. Today's reading takes place in Luke 22:7-38.
As a family try to take turns reading  a couple of verses aloud. This will help your children see how the Bible
is written and give them an opportunity to be in scripture rather than simply hearing it read to them. Adapt
as you see fit for your family. As you wrap up , take a moment to debrief what you just took in and give your
children an opportunity to ask questions or share what stood out to them.
 
PLAY
The last meal Jesus shared with his disciples is known as the Passover or the first day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. Just like it is traditional for us to celebrate an Easter meal together, it was traditional for
the Jews to celebrate this festival as they remembered being freed by God from slavery. The concept of a
"Passover Meal" gets a little lost on some but it is important to remember that this was Jesus' last meal he
shared with his disciples and these were the foods they were eating when they took the first ever
communion. As a family try a few of the foods that may have been present at the last supper. This is a fun
way to get your family thinking about what it would have been like to be with Jesus in this final time of His
life. Foods to try include: 
 

Maror: Horseradish and bitter herbs. 
Beitzah: Hard-boiled egg to celebrate life and the spring season

Salt water: This represented the tears of slaves
Karpas: Leafy green, usually lettuce to show hope and redemption

Charoset: This is a fruit and nut paste symbolic of the slaves' work. Try jam instead!
Bread: Represents Jesus' body when he died on the cross

Wine: Try some juice to represent the blood Jesus shed for us
 
LEARN
Explain to your kids that two of the food items they tried today are what Christians consider "communion".
See if they can pick out the two communion items. Tell your children that communion was Jesus' idea. Jesus
told his disciples at this dinner about the sacrifice he was going to be making on the cross. Followers of Jesus
still take communion today as a reminder of what Jesus did for the world. Jesus tells us in the Bible that the
bread represents his body that was broken on the cross for us and the wine or juice symbolizes the blood he
shed for us. Communion helps us never forget what Jesus did for us. 
 
PRAY
Let's thank God for sending his son Jesus to die for our sins. Let's thank Jesus for giving us a great way to
help us remember his sacrifice.

 
 
 
 
 

T A K E  T H I S  I N

R E M E M B R A N C E

O F  M E



I  A M  N O T

READ
Let's begin our time of family devotions by reading the Word. Today's reading takes place in John
18:15-27 and again in John 21:15-17 As a family try to take turns reading  a couple of verses aloud.

This will help your children see how the Bible is written and give them an opportunity to be in
scripture rather than simply hearing it read to them. Adapt as you see fit for your family. As you

wrap up , take a moment to debrief what you just took in and give your children an opportunity to
ask questions or share what stood out to them.

 
PLAY

We just read how Peter made a big mistake and pretended he did not know Jesus. Thankfully, Jesus
forgives Peter later on! For this activity you will need a few tarnished coins, vinegar, salt and water.

Pour about a cup of vinegar into a container with a lid and add a tablespoon of salt. Tell your kids
that the coins represent Peter and when he lied about knowing Jesus he became covered with sin.

Our old coins don't look very good right now, but just as Jesus restored Peter (and us!) we can restore
these old coins. Put the coins in the container with the vinegar solution, tighten the lid and allow

your kids to shake the coins in the container. The coins will begin to return to their shiny state. Put
the coins in the water to wash away the vinegar smell.

   
LEARN

Peter was one of Jesus' closest friends. He spent a lot of time with Jesus  traveling to different cities
and he was there when Jesus performed miracles and taught others about God. Based on what we

just read, it seems weird that Peter would pretend he did not know Jesus. Yesterday we learned
about the dinner they had together and it was at this dinner that Jesus actually predicted that Peter

would deny Him 3 times. Peter pretended he wasn't friends with Jesus because he was scared of
getting in trouble. Perhaps this conversation will open up a time of honesty where you can share a

time where you as parents were fearful of getting in trouble and lied to stay in the clear. As your
child hears of your mistakes, they may open up about a situation where they are in need  of

forgiveness. Thankfully, our story doesn't end with Peter's denial but rather Jesus coming back from
the dead and forgiving Peter for what he did. This is exactly the sort of thing Jesus took to the cross-

our mistakes and Peter's mistakes! Just like we were able to wash our coins clean, Jesus was able to
wash Peter clean from his sin too. Although Peter made a big error, he turned out to be a great leader

for the Lord! Making right with God was the first step. 
 

PRAY
Let's thank God that forgives us for all of our mistakes, just like he forgave Peter. Let's ask God to

forgive us for the mistakes we have made. 

 
 
 



G O D ' S  M E S S I A H

READ
Let's begin our time of family devotions by reading the Word. Today's reading takes place in Luke 23: 26-
49. Although true, these passages are graphic and can be difficult to process. Keep this in mind as you
read and talk about the crucifixion together. As a family try to take turns reading  a couple of verses
aloud. This will help your children see how the Bible is written and give them an opportunity to be in
scripture rather than simply hearing it read to them. Adapt as you see fit for your family. As you wrap up
, take a moment to debrief what you just took in and give your children an opportunity to ask questions
or share what stood out to them.
 
PLAY
The whole point of this awful death is so that we could be forgiven of our sins. On a piece of paper draw
out the outline of a cross. If you have multiple kids, draw one for each. You can also print the template at
the end of this devotion guide. Have your children write out different sins they have committed in the
past on the inside of their cross. These could include lying, selfishness, cheating, being unkind etc.
Remind your children that Jesus covered these sins up when he died for them and that they are forgiven
by Him for the wrong things they have done. Using white paper cutouts to symbolize the pureness we
now have, cover up the sins written on the cross with the paper. Each child now has a visual of how their
sins have been covered by Christ. This is a great reminder to have up on the fridge when we feel the
weight of our sin- it's been paid for! 
 
LEARN
There is so much to learn from Jesus' death on the cross. If you are feeling overwhelmed with everything
there is in this story, stick with the big idea: Jesus died so that we could be forgiven of our sins and be
with Him for all of eternity. Explain to your children that Jesus did not have to do this painful thing for
us but rather he chose to because He loves us so much. Because of all those things we have done wrong
we don't deserve His love but He chose to love us regardless and forgive us without looking back. For
some kids this may be hard to process and that's ok! Continue to remind them that Jesus loves them so
much and that they are forgiven forever. 
 
PRAY
Let's thank Jesus for sacrificing himself on the cross for us. Let's ask Jesus to forgive us for our sins and to
help us keep on the right track. 

 
 
 
 
 



READ

Let's begin our time of family devotions by reading the Word. Today's reading takes place in Luke

23: 50-56. As a family try to take turns reading  a couple of verses aloud. This will help your

children see how the Bible is written and give them an opportunity to be in scripture rather than

simply hearing it read to them. Adapt as you see fit for your family. As you wrap up , take a

moment to debrief what you just took in and give your children an opportunity to ask questions or

share what stood out to them.

 

PLAY

As a child one of the hardest things to do is to wait. Even adults have a hard time waiting for

something they really want. As a family take some time to bake a delicious treat. If you don't have

a family favorite, use our cookie recipe at the end of this devotion book and bake them as a family.

Although cookie dough tastes pretty good on its own, we have to wait for the cookies to bake in

order to enjoy them. Waiting while they are in the oven can feel like a life time. While you wait

for the cookies, ask your child what other things in life are hard to wait for. Examples could

include Christmas, waiting in line at the movies or waiting for school to be over. Imagine waiting

with no end in sight- now that is hard. Today let's talk about how people did not know Jesus was

going to rise from the dead, but there was hope around the corner- they just didn't know it yet!

 

LEARN

Waiting can be a hard lesson to learn, especially when we are waiting for someone to feel better,

waiting for the rain to stop or waiting for our pain to go away. After Jesus died there were many

people who were mourning his death. Mourning means to be sad and miss someone when they

die. At this point they did not know that Jesus was going to come back and resurrect. We read

about the burial of Jesus earlier and that after he died and his body was buried people went home

to rest. They didn't wait at the tomb because they didn't know he was going to come back to life.

Thankfully we know that our cookies will be done soon, but sometimes God has us waiting and we

don't know for how long. Explain to your child that one thing is for sure, God has the best in store

for us. When things are sad and don't seem fair, there is still hope in things yet to come. Jesus was

going to beat death the next day but not knowing that would have made his death very sad.

Remind your child that when something is hard there is hope around the corner and that we need

to trust God and be patient. 

 

PRAY

Let's thank God for always having the best in store for us. Let's ask God to help us be patient, even

when it is difficult. 

 
 
 
 

T H E  W A I T



READ

Let's begin our time of family devotions by reading the Word. Today's reading takes place in Luke

24: 1-54. As a family try to take turns reading  a couple of verses aloud. This will help your children

see how the Bible is written and give them an opportunity to be in scripture rather than simply

hearing it read to them. Adapt as you see fit for your family. As you wrap up , take a moment to

debrief what you just took in and give your children an opportunity to ask questions or share

what stood out to them.

 

PLAY

Time to send your kids on an egg hunt! Hide a few empty Easter eggs around the house for your

children to find. If you don't have eggs you can use containers just as well.In order to curb

disappointment, explain to your kids that this egg hunt fits with our devotions and may look a

little different than expected. Allow your children to search around the house for the empty eggs.

Tell them not to open them until they are all found. Once found, ask your kids to open up all their

eggs. They aren't filled! Ask your children what their reaction is to seeing the empty eggs. Dial in

on the confused and puzzled reactions. These were the reactions of our women in Luke when

Jesus' body was missing from the tomb. It was empty just like our eggs.

 

LEARN

After Jesus died he was buried in a tomb. This tomb was guarded with security and a huge rock

was placed in front of it. This means that no one was going in or out (except Jesus!). There were a

few women who went to go see His grave to find that it was empty and that the rock was rolled

away. Remind your children about their confusion and ask them what they think these women

thought when they saw the empty tomb and angels telling them that Jesus had risen. Talk about

puzzling!

We just read about Jesus' resurrection in Luke but ask your children if they know what this

actually has to do with them. When Jesus died, He paid for our sins, we learned this a few days

ago. It was a bold act of love he showed us  but without him coming back to life, it has a rather sad

ending. When Jesus rose again, He showed us that death can't even stop Him. Jesus has so much

power that He can beat death, not just for Himself but also for us. Him coming back to life

demonstrates that we also have a new life when we give our life to God. Because of Jesus we don't

have to die, we can have a new life with Jesus in heaven. This is the best news! Depending on the

age of your kids this can lead to many different conversations. If you have not yet had a chance to

speak with your child about accepting Jesus into their life, there is no better time than today! 

 

PRAY

Let's tell Jesus how amazed we are at his resurrection. Let's thank Him for giving us Jesus so that

we can have eternity with Him. 

 
 

T H E Y  D I D  N O T  F I N D

T H E  B O D Y
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P L A Y :  
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P L A Y :  
T H E  W A I T

DOUGLAS OATMEAL CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES
 

INGREDIENTS
 

1 cup of butter
1/2 cup of white sugar 
1 cup of brown sugar
2 teaspoons of vanilla

1-2 teaspoons of cinnamon
2 eggs

1 1/2 cups all purpose flour 
3 cups of oats

1 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt

1 cup of chocolate chips 
 

INSTRUCTIONS
 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Use a mixer to blend the butter, sugar, eggs, vanilla and
cinnamon. Mix well. Add your flour and baking soda to the mix. Stir in your oats and

chocolate chips. As is, put the dough in the fridge for at least 10 minutes to firm up. Once
chilled, scoop round cookie dough balls onto a baking sheet and insert into the oven for

8-10 minutes. Allow them to stand on the baking sheet for a few minutes before moving
them onto a cooling rack.

 
Use this link to get the video tutorial: https://youtu.be/yqcAVHbi-dw 
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