
March 14, 2020 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
At Bismarck Baptist Church, we’re Committed to Transformation, Called to Mission, 
Catalyzed by Love, and in this season of uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19/ Coro-
navirus, BBC is navigating how best to carry-out our mission while prayerfully seeking 
an appropriate response to this health concern.  Our decisions on reducing the spread 
of the virus at BBC are informed by our state and regional health professionals. We’ve 
developed a response plan we’ll be implementing as the situation warrants.   
 
We also want to remind you that staying actively engaged with your church family will 
be a very important part of staying spiritually and emotionally healthy.  It will also help all 
of us remain available to represent Jesus to those God is calling us to serve. 
 
This Sunday’s service and children’s church will take place as normal at 10:30 
a.m.  You’re welcome to join us for a much needed time of worship, prayer, and 
teaching.  I will be sharing a very important message about Biblical ways of living 
in our chaotic world. 
 
This Sunday will also be the first time our Sunday service will be available LIVE 
online for those who are not feeling well or prefer to avoid being in a larger group 
setting.  If you’d like to attend church online, go to www.BB.church and click the link on 
the home page.  Be aware, “Digital Gatherings” or “Church Online” may become a pri-
mary way to participate in church for a while if the health crisis escalates.  If you’re 
among those in higher risk categories because of age and other health challenges, we 
care deeply for you and encourage you to seriously consider participating in church 
online until the crisis is over.  If you need help connecting online, please let us know and 
we’ll do our best to help you. 
 
Our leaders have decided to cancel all 9:15 a.m. Sunday children’s and adult classes, 
as well as our midweek Awana program until April 15th.  Small groups, youth gather-
ings, and the Sacred Marriage class will meet at the various group’s discretion.   
 

HERE ARE SOME OF THE WAYS WE'RE WORKING TO HELP 
MINIMIZE THE RISK OF EXPOSURE AT BBC. 

▪ People who attend BBC will be asked to avoid unnecessary contact.  Smiles and 
waves are recommended over handshakes and hugs. 

▪ We will encourage social distancing in the Worship Center.  
▪ Our Facilities Team will be disinfecting high-touch surfaces regularly. 
▪ Hand sanitizer will be available around the church. 
▪ We are encouraging additional hand washing. 
 
In addition, offering plates will not be passed during the service but will be available at 
the door at the end of the service.  As an alternative, this might be a great time to con-
sider giving online.  A few days ago, a couple told me they’d just arranged to give online 

http://www.bb.church/


using the PushPay App.  They want to follow the Bible’s teaching that our giving should 
be the result of a prayerful, predetermined decision.  They also want to make sure to 
honor God and support their church even when they’re out of town.  I was so encour-
aged to hear about their plan.  The expenses of ministry will remain during this challeng-
ing time.  We have several international partners who rely on our support, and we’re be-
ing attentive to how we can corporately care for others right now in the community 
around our church.  Worshipping God with our giving remains essential.  If you want to 
give online, you can download the PushPay app on your phone, or follow the directions 
to “give” at www.BB.church.  Thanks for your faithfulness! 
 
Finally, we want to encourage you to look at your life and the world in which we live with 
spiritual eyes - and above all, take God at his word. Jesus has vital counsel about worry 
in Luke 12.  He promises PEACE in John 14. And here's another scriptural truth you 
might want to let wash over you:  Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let peti-
tions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Be-
fore you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will 
come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at 
the center of your life. (Philippians 4:6-7 MSG) 
 
THANK YOU for praying for our church family and our community. We'll be sending 
more frequent emails, especially if there is a need to update Sunday plans.   We'll also 
update our Web page as circumstances change. 
 
We know God is in control. If we can PRAY for you, help you, or ANSWER any ques-

tions, please call the church office, any of our pastors or deacons, or email us at of-

fice@bb.church. 

I’m praying for you. 
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