All aboard! VBS registration has begun!
We are in need of volunteers.
Please see page 4 for more information.
The Little Lambs Spring Consignment Sale
will be held Friday & Saturday, March 6-7th.
See page 8 for all the details on how to

Donate! ~ Volunteer! ~ Shop!
HOPE Marketplace at Alleluia! Sunday, March 1st, after Both Services
Alleluia! kids in grades 2-6
will be selling their own craft
items and baked goods after
both services on March 1st
to raise funds for Alleluia!’s HOPE International Mission. These children
are learning about becoming entrepreneurs and what it’s like to operate
a small business and provide for a family in developing nations.
Visit the Alleluia! HOPE Marketplace to see what the kids have been
Alleluia! HOPE Marketplace 2019
working on, and support them as they support a great mission! This is
the second year that Alleluia! has hosted a HOPE Marketplace and last year’s event received rave
reviews! Please come and support our students!
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News & Notes from Pastor Tim
Dear Friends,
A WORD OF GRATITUDE
As we turn the corner into the worship season of Lent, as well as the coming spring, I just want to
pause and take a moment to thank you all for being such an amazing church! Through your continued
devotion to gather for worship each weekend; your willingness to grow in God’s Word through sharing
and/or receiving Christian learning; and your commitment to faithfully support our mission through your prayers and your
cheerful giving of self and resources…you fill my heart with sincere gratitude for each one of you. I echo the words of
St. Paul when he said, “I thank God every time I remember you.” I am humbled that I am one of your pastors and I look
forward to the seasons ahead with you!
LENTEN SERMON SERIES FOCUSES ON SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES
Our Lenten Sermon Series is one I’m particularly excited about. The season of Lent is a 5-week season leading up to
Holy Week and Easter. Traditionally, Lent is a time of self-reflection, spiritual growth, and time of self-sacrifice. The latter,
self-sacrifice, has taken the form of people “giving something up” for Lent each year, reflecting a sense of self-denial and
a spiritual discipline. This series will be a new spin on “giving something up for Lent.” “I Give Up!” will be a Lenten series
that focuses on giving up unhealthy habits that affect us spiritually in negative ways; and not necessarily the things typically
chosen to give up for Lent like a favorite food or beverage. Here is the series schedule and themes each weekend:
-Feb29/Mar1
-Mar 7/8
-Mar 14/15
-Mar 21/22
-Mar 28/29

Part 1:
Part 2:
Part 3:
Part 4:
Part 5:

I Give Up Giving Up (Hope)
I Give Up Being So Negative (The Joy of the Lord)
I Give Up Being the Center of My Universe (Selflessness)
I Give Up Neglecting My Faith (Time for God)
I Give Up Feeling Worthless (Loved by God)

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING
We have AMAZING volunteers here at Alleluia! Every area of ministry (worship, learning, missions, administration,
events, etc.) needs volunteers to make them happen. If you are not currently volunteering at Alleluia!, please let me
encourage you to step forward and volunteer in an area of ministry that will use your giftset, as well as bless our church
family! The old saying is true, “Many hands make the task light.” The more people who volunteer at Alleluia!, the better
church we are! Thank you for considering volunteering at Alleluia!
In Christ,
Pastor Tim

Holy Week and Easter Schedule at Alleluia!
Palm Saturday/Sunday Worship – April 4/5, Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday, 9:15am & 10:30am
Jesus enters Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna!” * First Communion Celebration

Maundy Thursday Worship – April 9, 7:00pm
Jesus begins the sacrament of Holy Communion * First Communion Celebration * Includes Living Last Supper Drama

Good Friday Family Event (PreK—Grade School) – April 10, 10:00-11:00am
Kid-Friendly Worship * Refreshments * Activities for Kids

Tenebrae Good Friday Worship – April 10, 7:30pm
The “Seven Last Words of Jesus” * Jesus gives His life on the cross

Easter Worship – April 11/12, Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday, 9:15am & 10:30am
He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia! * Celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ!
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by the Numbers
$10,000 Alleluia! goal reached
150 volunteers from Alleluia!
5,000+ total volunteers
1,000+ lbs of food donated to Loaves & Fishes
4,860 boxes of Manna Pack meals packed
1,049,760 total meals packed over 2 days
2,876 kids fed for an entire year!!
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The Children’s Ministry is excited to SPRING into March! We are so appreciative
of the all the support we get from Alleluia! We are truly blessed!
KidsConnect Happenings:


Our Solomon Builds a Temple Celebration takes place in March.
Children will enjoy a special building activity and fun snack to celebrate!



Volunteers are needed for our LAST SUPPER rotation March 15th-April 19th.
Can you volunteer 3 weeks during that time at either 9:15 or 10:30? The lessons and supplies will be all prepared for
you. Please pray about volunteering. Please contact April or Michele if you are interested. Thank you!



The J.C. Choir and Faith Choir will be performing March 8th at the 9:15 service. You won’t want to miss this!



First Communion Instruction Retreat is designed for children 4th-6th grade. This retreat will be held on Sunday,
March 22, 1:00 - 5:00pm. Sessions will be led by Pastor Mark and other Alleluia! staff with parent volunteers as
small group discussion leaders. Students can receive First Communion at one of the following services:
Saturday, April 4th at 5pm; Sunday, April 5th at 9:15am or 10:30am; or Maundy Thursday service, April 9th at
7:00pm. To register your child for the retreat please CLICK HERE. Please contact April Blair at ablair@alleluia.church
with any questions.

HOPE Marketplace Experience 2020 will Take Place Sunday, March 1st
after Both Services. Children will be selling their own craft items and baked goods to
raise funds for Alleluia!’s HOPE Internation Mission. We hope you will support us as we
support a great mission!

Climb aboard for VBS Rocky Railway, June 8th—12th.
Register your child today! We offer two sessions.
CLICK HERE to register a student for Session 1 (9am-12pm)
CLICK HERE to register a student for Session 2 (1pm-4pm)
New friends * Amazing experiments * Creative games * Super-fun snacks * Surprising adventures * Incredible music!
Preschool ages 3yrs- 5yrs will be placed in Little Kid Depot, a space just for them!
Kindergarten- 5th grade will be placed into mixed aged crews.
We are so excited for another year of VBS. The support we receive each year from Alleluia is AMAZING, we could not do it
without your generosity! Please CLICK HERE to check out our Food Donation needs and sign up!
Join Rocky Railway as a Crew Leader. High school – Adults can register online by clicking the links below.
CLICK HERE to register a volunteer for Session 1 (9am-12pm)
CLICK HERE to register a volunteer for Session 2 (1pm-4pm)
Middle Schoolers… there is a special volunteer opportunity for you! Contact Mitch Lamb at mlamb@alleluia.church
to register a middle schooler to volunteer at Rocky Railway VBS.
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Adult Ministries News
Join Us for BLESS, a 4-Week Lenten Study for Adults
Begins Wednesday, March 4th, 6:30-8:00pm
Why BLESS? Since the beginning of our story with God, God has demonstrated his deep love for us through his
blessing. In turn, we become a blessing to others. BLESS is a new way of thinking about loving our neighbors well.
As we seek to authentically BLESS others daily, we’ll engage with five intentional practices that help us introduce
people to Jesus, and share God’s love with the world. This study will be led by Pastor Tammy.
CLICK HERE to register. There is no cost for this course.

New Member Orientation - Sunday, Mar. 8, 3:30-6:00pm
Enjoy a light dinner (child friendly option available), and learn about Alleluia! membership. At
the end of the evening you'll have the opportunity to fill out membership forms, and you'll be officially welcomed
by the congregation during worship the following Sunday, March 15th. For general questions about membership or
the New Member Orientation, contact Laura Bowler, lbowler@alleluia.church, or 630-904-3311, x245. We will
meet in the Community Room. Childcare available with registration. CLICK HERE to register.

Last Chance to Complete the Survey!
Attention Women who work outside of the Home! We are looking to start a new
Connect Group especially for you. Please take a moment to CLICK HERE to complete
this short survey so that we can gauge interest in starting a group which caters to
the hectic schedule of those who travel and work long hours outside of the home.
Please contact Pastor Tammy at troach@alleluia.church if you have any questions
or would like further information.

Vitality Group Information
It’s NOT too late to come to GriefShare
Do you know someone who is hurting because of a loss of a spouse, child, parent or friend?
GriefShare may be just what they need to move through grief. GriefShare is a support
group that meets weekly. You’re find it to be a warm, caring environment and will come to
see your group as an “oasis” on your journey through grief. We meet Thursday nights at
6:30pm. Please contact Jennifer Finnerty at JEFinnerty@aol.com if you have questions or
need more information.

Please find the March Vitalitiy Practice on the following page.

6

March Spiritual Vitality Practice

Breath Prayer
“Breathing is an unconscious thing…Breath prayer reminds us that each breath we are given
is God’s gift and that God’s Spirit is nearer to us than our own breath.”—Calhoun

The Breath Prayer (Jesus Prayer, Prayer of the Heart) is a short repetitive prayer, which
allows you to begin to pray in your body, not just your mind. As you begin, remember
that Christ is in you; breathe in deeply and repeat a name of God dear to you, and as
you breathe out offer up the desire of your heart. Keep it simple; one sentence.
Breath Prayer is a form of contemplative prayer linked to the rhythms of breathing:
Breathe IN—Call on a biblical name or image of God.
Breathe OUT—a simple God-given desire.
Examples: (breathe in, breathe out)
Jesus, have mercy on me.
Lord, I belong to you.
Holy One, keep me true.
Breath of life, breathe in me.
Father God, bring me peace.
Practice: Become comfortable. Breathe deeply, and intentionally place yourself before
God. In rhythm with your breathing, inhale and exhale, repeating your chosen phrase.
There is no required amount of time to repeat the Breath Prayer. Simply repeat until
you feel a sense of calm and readiness.
Spiritual Exercise: This is a prayer you can practice daily. Try to begin and end each day
with your Breath Prayer. Let it be the word that comes to mind as you wake and as you
fall asleep. And/or, decide to pray using Breath Prayers as often as you are able
throughout the day.

7

Kids, Find “Friendly Jesus” During Lent!
Once again this year, all kids are invited to find “Friendly Jesus”
during the five weekends in Lent, beginning February 20th/March 1st.
Friendly Jesus is usually located somewhere in, or near, the worship
space; but might also be around the campus! If you find
Friendly Jesus, tell someone at the Welcome Desk and you will
get a small prize. Where is Friendly Jesus going to be?

Welcome Donna Gudgel, Volunteer Coordinator!
Please welcome Donna Gudgel to our church staff. Donna begins as Volunteer Coordinator
on March 1st. Donna received her B.A. in Education from the University of
Evansville. While attending college she began going to a Lutheran Church
and has been attending Lutheran services since that time. She retired from
Argonne National Laboratory where she was a Safety Specialist. She received
a Masters in Organizational Leadership from Lewis University while working
at Argonne. She has a daughter, a son-in-law, one grandson, and a son.
In her spare time she likes to take long walks, swim, do tai chi, read, watch
sports and cuddle with her two terriers, Baillie and Grace. She volunteers in
her community as well. Donna says, "I am thrilled to join the staff at Alleluia!
Within two weeks of coming to Alleluia I was volunteering. If you have never volunteered, or
you want to start to volunteer again, please connect with me. I feel so blessed every time I get
to do something for Alleluia! and for God. You will too!"

Volunteers: Please CLICK HERE to view the open opportunities for
Worship Volunteers as well as current commitments.
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Friday, March 6th, 9am-7pm & Saturday, March 7th, 8am-12pm
Many items 1/2 price on Saturday!

Please enter at Door #5.

Thousands of like-new infant-teen items at BARGAIN PRICES!
Children’s & maternity clothing, toys, books, baby equipment
& children’s furniture all under one roof!
Donate! * Volunteer! * Shop!
More info at: www.littlelambsconsignment.com
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Thank you to all who volunteered, attended
and/or donated to Alleluia! Game Night. This event
could not have been a success without all of you! We
had 158 people attend this fun-filled night of games,
auctions, raffles, and fellowship, and we raised over
$18,000 for Alleluia!

Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 8th at 2am.
Remember to turn
clocks FORWARD 1 hour
before going to bed
on Saturday night!

WAYSIDE CROSS Ministries Collection Bin
at Alleluia!
Please remember the Wayside Cross collection
bin in our lower parking lot as you begin your
spring cleaning! They accept clothing, shoes,
towels, sheets, etc. in any condition.
Please only leave items that will fit through
the bin door.

Your Alleluia! Church Council members may be contacted via council@alleluia.church
Lesa Sangalis (Term Exp 2/21)
Matt White (Term Exp 2/21)
Pastor Tim Housholder (Senior Pastor)

John Ploense (Term Exp 2/23)
Carolyn Talbott (Term Exp 2/23)
Liz Vesta (Treasurer, non-voting)

Bill Cottrill (Term Exp 2/22)
Kerry Hunnius (Term Exp 2/22)

Directions to Alleluia!
From Plainfield
Take Route 59 North. Turn right on 103rd St.
Church is on the right at Book Rd.
From Bolingbrook
Take Boughton Rd. West. Turn right on
Plainfield-Naperville. Turn left on 104th St.
104th ends in church parking lot.
From North Naperville

Saturday Worship: 5:00pm
Sunday Worship: 9:15am & 10:30am

Take Route 59 South. Turn
left on 103rd St. Church is
on the right at Book Rd.

