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EGYPT:

On October 13, 2017 Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox Church 
said a priest had been killed in a knife attack in a poor 
district in Cairo, the latest deadly assault on members 
of the country’s Christian minority. The priest was 
identified in the media as Father Samaan Shehata. 
Security officials say the attacker struck the priest’s 
head with a cleaver and fled the scene, but was later 
arrested.
       Bishop Angaelos, Britain’s Coptic Orthodox bishop, 
said Fr. Shehata had been visiting his family in Cairo 
and collecting aid for the needy in his parish. He had 
left his mobile phone at a church and was walking 
back to reclaim it.
        Bishop Angaelos said: “Today is a day that brings 
anger and I am not apologetic for that anger. In the 
midst of this anger and this sadness, however, I con-
tinue to pray for his family, for his community, for the 
wider Egyptian Christian community that feels more 
and more vulner-able and targeted daily against a 
backdrop of negligence and injustice. I pray for the 
wider Egyptian society that becomes more and more 
discredited and compromised as these incidents con-
tinue to happen.”
       “This anger is not void of forgiveness, but cries out 
for accountability and justice,” the bishop said. “Why, 
when he lay drenched in his own blood did the ambu-
lance service not arrive for over an hour, and then not 
treat him?”

From our co-worker in Egypt, Pastor Jack, 
whose friend sent him pictures from the scene:
 
Jack has ministered in Fr. Samaan’s village. “This at-
tack is very sad.” Jack says that some verses from the 
Koran encourage Muslims to,” ‘terrorize the enemies 
of Allah and your enemies.” The attacker(s) carved a 
cross on Fr. Samaan’s forehead. Fr. Samaan left be-
hind his wife and two children, a daughter who is 3 
years old and a young son.
        Please pray for Fr. Samaan’s family and for the 
person who committed this atrocity.
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