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EGYPT:

News Service 2000 sponsors yearly con-
ferences in Egypt for persecuted Christians, 
in the past, the participants were taken to 
the meetings on large buses. In January of 
2017, we were cautioned by the conference 
leader that buses were being attacked when 
the Islamic militants ascertained that the 
buses were transporting Christians.
      Then in May, buses were being attacked 
as Christians were traveling to a monas-
tery. The gunmen boarded the buses and 
opened fire. These buses were not the bus-
es NS2000 hires for our conferences, but 
the tragedy reinforced our need to use alter-
nated methods of transportation for the next 
conference. Below are several testimonies 

from survivors of the May 2017 attack.

Stained with blood...

For Sohair Saad the tragedy is almost un-
bearable. After the death of her son, Reda, 
and daughter-in-law, Heba, Sohair is now 
taking care of their five orphaned children.
       Reda, 35, and Heba, 30, had taken their 
two youngest children, Ilaria, 4, and Hedra, 
1, to visit the monastery with some of their 
relatives from Nazlet Hanna, while the other 
three children stayed with their grandmother.
       Saad remembers the phone call she re-
ceived from her son before they left. “He said 
to me, ‘Take great care of the [three] children 

and you will be missed, my mother’. He re-
peated this many times – ‘take care of my 
children’. I said to him, ‘Why are you afraid? 
Don’t worry’. It was almost like he had a feel-
ing that he would pass away.”
      After Saad learned of the attack and 
the deaths of both Reda and Heba, she 
searched frantically for the two youngest chil-
dren. She finally found them, in a hospital.
     “Hedra was there, alive but with his clothes 
stained with blood,” she recalls. “Ilaria then 
told us that when the terrorists started to fire 
their guns in the bus, her parents hid her and 
her brother under their seats and placed the 
bags over them. This is how they survived 
while their parents were killed.”

  

Heba with Ilaria & Hedra



Leave them alive to tell people what 
we did...
Deir El-Garnous village near Maghagha, the most 
northern city in the Minya Governorate, is also grieving 
over a loss of lives. The pick-up truck that had joined 
the bus on the road to the monastery, and was also 
attacked, came from the village.
     Fr. Ishaq Samir Aziz, a priest at the village’s Saint 
Mary’s Church, told World Watch Monitor: “Ayed 
Habib Twadros, 45, had decided that morning to take 
seven workers to the monastery of St. Samuel, where 
they were working on making the churches’ bells. He 
also took with him, his two sons Marco, 15, and Mina, 
10. On their way, the terrorists held the car at gunpoint 
and killed the workers but not the boys.”
      Marco recalls how the attackers were shooting 
the men in the head, while shouting “Allahu Akbar” 
(Allah is the greatest). “After killing my father and all 
the workers, one of the terrorists wanted to kill us, but 
another one of them said to him: ‘Leave them alive to 
tell people what we did’,” he says. Ten-year-old Mina 
is now reportedly receiving therapy at a local church.

  

A family trip...
Samia Adly, 56, from Nazlet Hanna, sur-
vived the attack but lost her husband, 
her two sons and two grandchildren 
during what began as a fun day out with 
the family.
       The people from her village were 
traveling with a larger group to visit St. 
Samuel Monastery in nearby Minya 
when their bus was ambushed by eight 
to ten masked men.
      “It was a family trip and we were 
very happy, laughing and joking in the 
bus,” Adly recalls. “While driving in the 
desert we heard an explosion and the 
bus stopped. Because we had engine 
problems earlier, I thought that it was 
something similar, until I looked out 
of the window and saw a number of 
masked men, armed and dressed in 
mili-tary uniform, coming out of four 
beige Jeeps. They fired guns to stop the 
bus.
       “My son Sameh got out to find out 
what was happening, but when the 
terrorists saw him they shot him in the 
head, instantly killing him. One of our 
relatives immediately closed the door of 
the bus and stood behind it to pre-vent 

anyone entering. When the attackers 
could not get in, they opened fire on the 
windows and came in that way instead.
      “Once they were in the bus, they 
asked us to recite the Islamic shahada 
[statement of faith] but we refused to 
do that and said to them that we are 
Christians and will die as Christians. 
Then they shot the men in the head and 
the neck.”
      Her husband died in her arms.“…
After he knew that our two sons had al-
ready gone to heaven,” she added.
Her grandson was also killed.
     “After we gave them our money and 
jewelry, they shot randomly at us, injur-
ing my two daughters in their legs and 
killing my five-year-old granddaughter,” 
Adly continued. “I was injured in my 
legs. I hoped they would kill me too, so 
I could be with the others in heaven. 
We don’t fear death. We don’t have a 
place in this world; our place is heaven. 
We know our way very well. Our God is 
a strong God and He is the God of love 
who has taught us to love and not to 
hate anyone. I forgive those who killed 
my family and pray for them, asking 
God to open their eyes and guide them 
in His way.”
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