
Three years ago, little three year old 
Christina was snatched from her moth-
er’s arms by ISIS. Dr. Pat met with some 
of her family’s neighbors who had es-
caped from ISIS that same day. They 
feared that Christina’s mother would 
never see her daughter again.
     Great news! Christina was rescued as 
ISIS began losing ground in Iraq. I know 
many of you were touched by her story 
and have been praying fervently for her 
safety and return. Here is an update 
from World Watch Monitor:

After almost three years in captivity, an 
Iraqi Christian girl abducted by the Islam-
ic State or ISIS in August 2014 has finally 
been reunited with her parents.
     Christina Abada, who was about to cel-
ebrate her sixth birthday, was welcomed 
home at around 10 am in the morning, 
local time. Locals said she was released 
by the Iraqi Special Forces.
     It was a very happy moment; every-
body was dancing and clapping and 
singing. She looked OK, quite healthy. 
She must have been in the house of a 
family who took good care of her. She 
was even wearing gold earrings, so it 
must have been a wealthy family.”
     But there was one note of caution. 
“Although everybody was very happy, it 
was also sad to see that Christina her-

self was in shock about all the people 
around her,” a Christian woman said. 
“Everybody was asking questions and 
speaking to her, but she did not say any-
thing back, really. She also seemed to be 
overwhelmed by the huge crowd of peo-
ple welcoming her.”
     Christina’s abduction took place when 
ISIS overran Iraq’s second largest city, 
Mosul, and then swept into the Christian 
city of Qaraqosh in the Nineveh Plains, 
where the Abadas lived. Prior to ISIS’s 
occupation, it was the largest Christian 
city in Iraq.
     Hundreds of thousands of Christians 
and other minorities had already fled the 
northern region. Christina’s family, how-
ever, stayed behind because the father, 
Khader, is blind. Other Christians too old 
or frail to flee also stayed, hoping for a 
measure of mercy from the invaders – a 
hope which was misplaced.
     On August 22, 2014 militants round-
ed up the Christians saying they would 
receive medical check-ups. World Watch 
Monitor learned how events unfolded for 
Christina’s mother, Ayda. Several times, 
she said, ISIS fighters pointed at her, with 
Christina in her lap.
     Someone gave an order to take out 
any gold or valuables. The Christians 
produced whatever they had brought – 
money, gold, clothes, ID cards. The ISIS 

militants took it all.  
     As the Christians were bundled into a 
bus with dirt smeared windows, a jihad-
ist walked up to Ayda. He took her little 
girl from her arms and just walked away.
Ayda pleaded for her daughter, but the 
man others called ‘emir‘– or chief – 
waved Ayda away with a despising ges-
ture. At gunpoint, she was forced back 
onto the bus.
RUMORS AND PAIN
For the first two years of Christina’s ab-
duction, there were regular rumors that 
she was still alive, but over the past year, 
those rumors had begun to dry up, in-
creasing fears about her fate.
     A year after her abduction, her parents 
told about their pain of not being able 
to celebrate with their daughter on her 
fourth birthday. “My biggest joy would be 
when my child, Christina, would return to 
us,” Ayda said.
     A year later, in September 2016, Ayda 
said: “part of our heart is missing. I fear 
my Christina grows older without me, that 
I will never see her again,” she added.
     Today we can rejoice knowing that 
Christina has been safely returned to her 
parents! Praise God for His protection 
over this little girl. Pray for others who 
are still being held captive and for the 
families of those who have been sepa-
rated from their loved ones.
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