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ENDURING THE ‘SLOW 
CREEP’ OF THE ISLAMIST 
In the reporting period for 
the 2018 World Watch List, 
four trends have played 
a significant role in the 
persecution of Christians 
worldwide. By no means 
are they the only trends af-
fecting believers globally. 
However, our research and 
reports from our on-the-
ground partners and field 
reps in more than 60 coun-
tries indicate that these 
trends are the major forces 
influencing the persecu-
tion of Christians around 
the world. We identify and 
highlight them to provide 
insight into the battle the 
global Church is facing to-
day. 

REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENT
In terms of media coverage, 
the Islamist Revolutionary 
Movement is one of the most 
widely recognized sources 
of persecution for Christians 
in the world today–and it 
continues to spread–aim-
ing to bring many parts of 
the world under Sharia law. 
The movement, which often 
results in Islamic militancy 
and persecution of Chris-
tians, is expanding in Asia 
(the Philippines, Bangla-
desh, Indonesia) and Africa 
(Egypt, Nigeria, Somalia). 
The Islamic State group and 
other violent radical move-
ments continue to make 
headlines as they push to 
bring the world under Sha-
ria law through acts of ter-
rorism and insurrection. We 
call this the “smash” factor 

(violence).
      But another force is at 
play called the “squeeze” 
factor. While violent ter-
rorist acts receive the ma-
jority of media attention, 
Islamists around the world 
are furthering their agen-
da through diplomatic and 
political action, as well as 
grassroots social efforts. In 
many countries, democracy 
is used to peaceably enact 
legal changes in accord with 
Sharia law and Islamic cus-
toms. For Christians in these 
countries, the persecution 
“squeeze” they face in the 
form of pressure often far 
outweighs the violence 
and is even more difficult 
to endure. The slow creep of 
Islamic control in every facet 
of life becomes unbearable, 
leading to many Christians 
practicing their faith under-

ground, out of the public 
eye, for fear of repercus-
sions should their faith be 
discovered. In areas where 
militant Islam is present, 
this fear is only heightened.

2018 WWL Quick Facts

• The countries where perse-
cution increased the most are 
Egypt, India, Libya, Kazakh-
stan, Tajikistan and Turkey.
• Nepal and Azerbaijan are 
newcomers to the 2018 list.
• Comoros and Tanzania fell 
off the list.
• Pakistan had the most 
violence recorded against 
Christians.
• Islamic extremism remains 
the global dominant driver 
of persecution, responsible 
for initiating oppression and 
conflict in 35 out of the 50 
countries on the list.
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      In Central Asia, persecution 
is on the rise in countries like 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Ka-
zakhstan—and Azerbaijan is 
new to the list at #45. Central 
Asia is experiencing a grass-
roots revival of Islam, and that 
means more pressure from 
the nationalist pro-Islamic gov-
ernments and within society—
causing increased persecu-
tion levels on two fronts. Open 
Doors International’s Wybo 
Nicolai points out that on the 
on the grassroots level, we’re 
seeing a “revival of Islam” in 
Central Asia.
     “That means there is also 
more pressure from the com-
munity, the family, toward those 
Central Asians who have the 
courage to think independent-
ly, to think outside the box,” he 
explains. “Maybe because of a 
dream or an interaction with a 
Christian, they decide to follow 
Jesus and leave behind Islam. 
So you see an increase of intol-
erance on two levels. There’s 
an increase in intolerance from 
the authorities, and there’s an 
increase of intolerance in the 
family and society. This dou-
ble hit is causing much more 
persecution in Central Asia 
than what we have seen in the 
past.”

GROWING EXPANSION OF 
THE SECULARIST REVOLU-
TIONARY MOVEMENT
The expansion of the secular 
humanist movement and its 
agenda of equality has been 
taking place for decades now 
in places like Europe and the 
United States. The secularist 

revolution is now expanding 
to historically conservative na-
tions, particularly in the form of 
a new sexual agenda that’s at 
odds with the traditional Chris-
tian worldview. For radical pro-
ponents of secularism, the 
mere existence of Christiani-
ty is unnerving, as it excludes 
other truth claims even when 
Christians do not actively im-
pose their views on others.
       In Latin American coun-
tries, for example, accusations 
of discrimination are becom-
ing more commonplace and 
result in legislation, attacks 
on parental rights, censorship, 
limited freedom of expres-
sion, church registration laws, 
slander campaigns and public 
insults directed at Christian 
individuals and organizations. 
In many countries, Christian 
belief is portrayed as archaic, 
backward and detrimental to 
the health of the individual 
and society as a whole. As a 
result, this stigma pressures 
Christians to practice their faith 
in secret, avoiding proselytiza-
tion. Christians are also some-
times deemed unfit for service 
in public office, corporate lead-
ership or community affairs.

RISING RELIGIOUS NATION-
ALISM
In many countries, citizenship 
is equated with a particular 
religious practice or conviction, 
and those who would hold 
to any other belief system 
are made out to be alien ele-
ments that pose a risk to the 
fabric of society. While this re-
ligious nationalism clearly ben-

efits the leaders and adherents 
of the dominant religion, it also 
serves as a binding agent for 
unstable societies, which is ap-
pealing to government officials 
who would otherwise have dif-
ficulty gaining or maintaining 
power. Government leaders 
who portray themselves as 
protectors of the dominant 
religion garner the support of 
the people and a legitimacy to 
their rule as a result.
     As the whole of society 
becomes centered around a 
particular religion, Christians 
are forced to the outskirts 
through legislation, cultural 
pressure or violence. Radical 
groups often experience impu-
nity in these climates, as they 
have the government on their 
side. The primary example of 
growing religious nationalism 
(apart from the Islamist Rev-
olutionary Movement noted 
above) is India, in which the 
ruling BJP party is uniting the 
nation under Hinduism at the 
expense of religious minorities 
like Christians. Hindu radicals 
in the country pose an increas-
ing threat to Christians and 
other religious minorities, and 
their violence often goes un-
punished.
       In an effort to preserve pow-
er, insecure governments are 
using the country’s majority re-
ligion to marginalize Christians 
and other religious minorities. 
This phenomenon has been 
observed in some parts of Asia 
with Hindu nationalism (India, 
Nepal) and Buddhist national-
ism (Myanmar, Sri Lanka) both 
gaining ground.

INCREASING ETHNO-RELI-
GIOUS CLEANSING
Ethnic cleansing based on re-
ligious affiliation is growing in 
a number of sub-Saharan Af-
rican countries, mainly due to 
the agenda of political Islam. 
Political Islam uses various 
tactics to stratify society be-
tween Muslims and non-Mus-
lims for the sake of expansion. 
One common occurrence is 
the voluntary “ghettoization” 
of Muslim populations to fos-
ter radicalism, encouraging 
them to invade surrounding 
non-Muslim territories. The 
result is the forced expulsion 
of those who differ in race, 
ethnicity or religion through 
murder, torture, extrajudicial 
executions, rape, attacks on 
civilians, arbitrary arrest and 
detention, etc.
     This closely resembles the 
definition of ethnic cleansing 
given by international criminal 
law, yet the governments of 
many of these countries lack 
the stability needed to punish 
violators. Leaders often feel 
pressured to succumb to the 
demands of radical elements 
for the sake of “keeping the 
peace,” although this only 
serves to worsen the situation 
and put the Christian popula-
tion at increased risk of ethnic 
cleansing, and even genocide.

Watch for a series of ar-
ticles over the next few 
weeks focusing on these 
trends–as well as the good 
news from the 2018 World 
Watch List. 

  



      Yet, as with all false narratives, the 
survival of this one relied on conceal-
ing the bigger, more complete picture, 
as captured by the following question: 
If Muslims get a free pass when their 
violence is directed against those 
stronger than them, how does one ra-
tionalize away their violence when it 
is directed against those weaker than 
them—for example, millions of indig-
enous Christians living in the Muslim 
world? According to reliable statistics 
published annually, some 40 of the 
50 worst nations in which to be Chris-
tian are Muslim majority.   Of the abso-
lute worst 21 nations—18 of which are 
Muslim—“100 percent of Christians 
experience persecution.”
     The rationalizations used to min-
imize Muslim violence against Israel 
simply cannot work here, for now Mus-
lims are the majority—and they are the 
ones violent and oppressive to their 
minorities, in ways that make Israeli 
treatment of Palestinians seem en-
viable.  In other words, Christian per-
secution is perhaps the most obvious 
example of a phenomenon the main-
stream media wants to ignore out of 
existence—Islamic supremacism, the 
true source of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
    Vastly outnumbered and politically 
marginalized Christians in the Islamic 
world simply wish to worship in peace, 
and yet they are still hounded and at-
tacked; their churches are burned and 
destroyed; their women and children 
are kidnapped, raped, and enslaved. 
These Christians are often identical to 
their Muslim co-citizens in race, eth-
nicity, national identity, culture, and 
language; there is generally no politi-
cal or property dispute on which the vi-
olence can be blamed. The only prob-
lem is that they are Christian—they 
are non-Muslims—the same category 
Israelis fall under.
     From here one also understands 
why what has been described by some 
authorities as a “genocide” of Chris-
tians at the hands of Muslims in Iraq, 
Syria, Nigeria, Somalia, Pakistan, and 
Egypt—Muslims who could care less 

about Israel and Palestinians—is one 
of the most dramatic but also least 
known stories of our times.  The media 
simply cannot portray Muslim perse-
cution of Christians—which in essence 
and form amounts to unprovoked po-
groms—as a “land dispute” or a prod-
uct of “grievance” (if anything, it is the 
ostracized and persecuted indigenous 
Christian minorities who should have 
grievances).  And because the media 
cannot articulate such Islamic attacks 
on Christians through the “grievance” 
paradigm that works so well in ex-
plaining the Arab-Israeli conflict, their 
main recourse is not to report on them 
at all.
       Such is the way for all apologists 
of Islam: to ignore or whitewash Mus-
lim aggression—and then, in that vac-
uum, distort and present non-Muslim 
responses as the origins of the con-
flict.  This is especially prevalent in the 
portrayal of history.  Thus Georgetown 
University’s John Esposito claims that 
“Five centuries of peaceful coexis-
tence [between Islam and Europe] 
elapsed before political events and 
an imperial-papal power play led to [a] 
centuries-long series of so-called holy 
wars [the Crusades] that pitted Eu-
rope against Islam and left an endur-
ing legacy of misunderstanding and 
distrust.”  In reality, these “five cen-
turies of peaceful coexistence” saw 
Muslims terrorize and conquer more 
than three-fourths of Christendom; 
but this inconvenient fact is seldom 
mentioned, for knowledge of it ruins 
the “Muslim-grievance” narrative, just 
as knowledge of modern day Muslim 
persecution of Christians ruins it.
     Either way, it is refreshing to see 
that the sun is breaking through the 
darkness of deceit that has for too 
long clouded Middle Eastern realities, 
including by presenting victims as ag-
gressors and aggressors as victims.   
Yet, as with Trump’s return of words 
such as “jihadi” to formal discourse, 
one doubts that the Establishment 
will follow suit, as the polarization of 
America continues unabated.

  

Five centuries of 
peaceful 
coexistence 
[between Islam 
and Europe] 
elapsed before 
political events 
and an imperial-
papal power play 
led to [a] 
centuries-long 
series of so-called 
holy wars 
[the Crusades] 
that pitted Europe 
against Islam and 
left an enduring 
legacy of 
misunderstanding 
and distrust.”

John Esposito

In reality, these 
“five centuries of 
peaceful 
coexistence”saw
Muslims terrorize 
and conquer more 
than three-fourths 
of Christendom: “

Raymond Ibrahim


