
The information in this article 
is from Morning Star News 
(edited for length), and Pas-
tor Jack, who knows the fam-
ily who is suffering the loss of 
their son.
     Many years ago during her 
first trip to Egypt, Dr. Pat met a 
young Pastor Jack. He was just 
22 years of age at the time. He 
told her of the death threats he 
had received when he began 
his required two years of mil-
itary service. Jack was told by 
his own Muslim sergeant that 
he would be killed because of 
his Christian faith. Then Jack 
was sent to a base known for 
the deaths of many recruits be-
cause it involved such danger-
ous work. The first day there, 
the men were lined up and 
asked if they had any physi-
cal problems. Jack hesitantly 
raised his hand to show that he 
was missing his little finger (he 
had accidently cut it off when 

he was a child while playing 
with a saw). He was immedi-
ately discharged after serving 
only two months. By the grace 
of God, he survived thereby 
fulfilling the plan of God to use 
him in a ministry sharing the 
good news of salvation and 
encouraging those who have 
come to know the Lord.
     Twenty years later, Jack’s 
son, Morgan, was also induct-
ed into the military. He was 
eventually stationed in a safe 
area of Cairo, all because 
God’s plan included a Mus-
lim general who was Jack’s 
neighbor. One day, the General 
heard Jack praying on his bal-
cony and asked Jack to pray for 
his wife who was very ill at the 
time. Jack prayed for her and 
she was healed. Out of grati-
tude, the general transferred 
Morgan to the nearby safe 
base, enabling him to survive 
his time in the military.

     Unfortunately, survival is 
not always the case. Joseph 
Helmy, who was killed by three 
fellow soldiers last month, is 
now with the Lord, but his fam-
ily, whom Pastor Jack knows, is 
devastated. Jack sent Dr. Pat 
four pictures of Joseph after 
his death and asks that we 
pray for his family in this terri-
ble time. 

    Joseph’s Story

CAIRO (Morning Star News) – 
Egyptian military officers beat 
a new soldier to death on July 
19 upon learning that he was 
a Christian, relatives said.
     Joseph Reda Helmy, had just 
completed training at Mubarak 
military training center and 
was transferred to Al-Salaam 
Special Forces police unit, 
where three officers killed him, 
relatives told Middle Eastern 
media. The Egyptian army told 
relatives Helmy died of an epi-

leptic seizure.
     His father, Reda Helmy, told 
Al Karma TV by phone that his 
large, strong son had arrived 
at the camp at 2 p.m. and was 
dead by 8 p.m. In the same 
program, the deceased’s 
cousin, Youssef Zarif, said he 
received a message at 2 a.m. 
on July 20th from the Ministry 
of Interior to come and retrieve 
Helmy’s body.
     When Zarif arrived, he asked 
to meet an officer and was ini-
tially rebuffed. Eventually he 
met with an officer who told 
him that Helmy had died of an 
epileptic seizure. Zarif refused 
to believe the army’s expla-
nation, saying Helmy was a 
healthy, quiet person loved by 
all in his village of Christians 
and Muslims. 
      He told Al Karma that the 
extensive bruising he found on 
the body did not look like those 
of an epileptic episode. He 
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Bishoy’s Story

On Nov. 20, 2015, the 
military informed Nataay 
Boushra that his son, Private 
First Class Bishoy Nataay 
Boushra, a second-year con-
script soldier in the Egyptian 
army, was dead, a victim of 
suicide.  Officials told Nataay 
Boushra that his son hung 
himself from a windowsill.
     Nataay Boushra rejects the 
government’s claim of sui-
cide. His son was deeply spir-
itual and considered suicide 
to be a grave sin. During his 
army service, he was in regu-
lar contact with his family and 
gave no indication of any de-

pression before his death. He 
was just three months away 
from being discharged from 
the army and pursuing his 
lifelong dream of becoming a 
monk.
     The military made its ruling 
that the cause of Boushra’s 
death was a suicide before an 
autopsy was performed. At the 
morgue, the family refused to 
take the remains until officials 
conducted an autopsy, but 
while waiting, Nataay Boushra 
and his brother were able to 
examine the body. In addition 
to the ligature marks expected 
from a hanging or strangling 
death, Boushra’s torso was 
covered with bruises and huge 

welts from what appeared to 
be sustained, brutal beatings.
   For months before his 
death, according to his father, 
Boushra endured threats, vi-
olence, intense verbal abuse 
and public humiliation from 
a fellow draftee, a Muslim 
known to the public only as 
“Mustafa.” Boushra took 
the abuse in stride until Nov. 
4, when the Muslim soldier 
launched into yet another 
tirade against Christianity. 
Boushra picked up a stick the 
size of an ax handle and hit 
the other soldier in the head, 
knocking him to the ground, 
according to military court tes-
timony.

     The soldier was taken to a 
hospital for examination and 
then released. Both men were 
arrested and placed together 
in a jail cell awaiting a hearing 
in a military court.
     For reasons still unknown, 
another soldier who was a 
friend of Mustafa was later 
locked in the military prison 
cell with Boushra and Musta-
fa, the same cell in which he 
was later found dead, accord-
ing to the military.
     Please pray for the Chris-
tians who are serving their 
required military service in 
Egypt. Pray that God would 
protect them and keep them 
close to Himself.

  
and genitalia, with the worst 
injuries occurring on his back.
     The doctor who examined the 
body refused to bow to pres-
sure from those who brought 
it and reported that the cause 
of death was not natural, Zarif 
said. A prosecutor accompany-

ing the family firmly concurred 
and demanded an investi-
gation, he said. Zarif said he 
thanked the doctor and prose-
cutor for not trying to cover up 
the truth.
     The three officers who at-
tacked his cousin are in cus-

tody and under investigation, 
he said. Zarif said he learned 
from police and other soldiers 
that the three officers began 
to harass Helmy because of 
his Christian faith, and that 
the marks on his body indi-
cate they kicked him with their 

boots and hit him with heavy 
instruments.
     He said Helmy had been 
in the army for only a month 
when he died on July 19th. 
Several other Coptic Christians 
have died for their faith while 
serving in the Egyptian military.  


