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ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING BY MAX LUCADO & GOD AND THE PANDEMIC BY N.T. WRIGHT



• “Evil is an intruder into God’s Creation.” 
• The Problem of Evil is answered at the 

foot of the cross. 
• God has delegated his authority to his 

image bearers. 
• Why do you think God wants us to 

participate in his mission?

Creation, Fall, and 
Atonement

God and the Pandemic, p.  57-58



THEY ARE NOT LOOKING BACKWARD AT WHAT MIGHT 
HAVE CAUSED THE PROBLEM. THEY ARE LOOKING 

FORWARD TO SEE WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE.

God and the Pandemic, p. 30



Acts 11: 26-30

The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
During this time some prophets came down from 

Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, 
stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe 

famine would spread over the entire Roman world. 
(This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The 

disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help 
for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. This they did, 

sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.



• The Early Church didn’t speculate why God would send 
these people a famine.  

• Instead they asked, “Who is going to be at special risk 
when this happens? What can we do to help? And who 
shall we send?”  

• “God always wanted to work in his world through loyal 
human beings. That is part of the point of being made ‘in 
God’s image’. So, just as when in John 9 Jesus says that 
the works of God are going to be revealed, and then goes 
to work himself, we can imagine the Antioch church 
figuring out prayerfully what God was doing – not why the 
famine was occurring but what was to be done to help – 
and realizing that what God was doing, he was going to do 
through them.”

Christian 
Pragmatism

God and the Pandemic, p. 32



John 9:1-7

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 

was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said 
Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be 

displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” After saying this, he spit 
on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 

man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this 
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home 

seeing.

“The New Testament insists that we put Jesus at the center of the picture and work 
outwards from there.” 

God and the Pandemic, p. 19



“THEY WILL WEEP AT THE TOMBS OF THEIR FRIENDS. AT THE 
TOMBS OF THEIR ENEMIES. SOME OF THEM WILL GET HURT. SOME 

MAY BE KILLED. THAT IS THE STORY OF ACTS, ALL THROUGH.” 

GOD AND THE PANDEMIC, P. 34



• “Perhaps that is how we are bound to live: glimpsing what 
ought to be, then struggling with the way things actually are. 
However, the only way to live with that is to pray with that; to 
hold the vision and the reality side by side as we groan with 
the groaning of all creation, and as the Spirit groans within us 
so that the new creation may come to birth.”  
• What is the “groaning of the world?” 
• Why do you think that the world is groaning? 
• Do you think the pandemic is one of the ways that the 

world groans?

Groaning of the 
World

 JOHN IMAGINING THE WORLD TO COME

God and the Pandemic, p. 74



1 Corinthians 7: 17, 19b-20

Nevertheless, each person should live as a 
believer in whatever situation the Lord has 

assigned to them, just as God has called them. 
This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 
… Keeping God’s commands is what counts. 
Each person should remain in the situation 

they were in when God called them.



• “[Paul] tells them, as a bit of prudential wisdom, 
that right now it’s better just to hold on, to see the 
crisis through, not to try for major life-changes. 
That’s in 1 Corinthians 7: a controversial passage, 
but I think that’s what’s going on. Yes, there’s a 
crisis; but no, you mustn’t be alarmed. Just be wise 
about what you do and don’t do while it’s going 
on.”  
• How are you just surviving right now? Does that 

ever feel hard? 

Concerning 
Change of Status

1 CORINTHIANS 7: 17-24

God and the Pandemic, p. 35



• “The Spirit was given so that individual believers, 
and still more the believers when joined together for 
corporate worship, would take up their 
responsibilities as God’s eyes and ears, his hands 
and his feet, to do what needed to be done in the 
world.” 
• How does worship inspire us to go to work in 

God’s Kingdom? 
• Worship looks different right now, what have we 

lost? What can still be gained?

Corporate 
Worship

God and the Pandemic, p. 33



Romans 8:28

And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.



• “God has ‘called’ them to be part of his saving purpose for 
his suffering world. Believers, at this point, may not have 
words to speak their lament. But they may still have work to 
do, in healing, teaching, poor relief, campaigning and 
comforting. … lament and labour. That is our vocation in the 
present time.” 
• If there is one lesson that you have learned from the 

crisis of Covid-19, what is it? N.T. Wright fears that as 
soon as things return to normal, people will forget the 
lessons that we learned during the pandemic. Do you 
share this fear? Do you think that these lessons will be 
important as we move forward?

Lament and Labor
ROMANS 8:28

God and the Pandemic, p. 50



• “Just as the Jesus-followers were showing the 
officials of the Roman empire that there was a 
different way to run society, so there will be signs 
of God’s kingdom that can emerge from the 
creative, healing, restorative work of church 
members today.” 
• Where can we act?  
• Where do you think Jesus is sending us today 

and what do you think he expects us to do?

Lament and Labor
JOHN 20:21

God and the Pandemic, p. 65



Psalm 43: 3-5

Send me your light and your faithful care, 
    let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy mountain, 
    to the place where you dwell. 

Then I will go to the altar of God, 
    to God, my joy and my delight. 

I will praise you with the lyre, 
    O God, my God. 

Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
    Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, 
    for I will yet praise him, 
    my Savior and my God.

“What we hope for includes the wise human leadership and initiative which will, like that of Joseph 
in Egypt, bring about fresh and healing policies and actions across God’s wide and wounded world.”

God and the Pandemic, p. 75-6



• “Churches should be the ones – but often are 
not – to raise their voices in protest and to step 
in and help. This is part of the work of holding 
the world to account in the power of the Spirit.” 

• What is the best way for the Church to 
engage with society? 

• Where can we “hold the world to account” in 
Colorado?

Speak to Action
FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH

God and the Pandemic, p. 66



• “Part of the answer to the question, ‘Where is God in 
the pandemic?’ must be, ‘Out there on the front line, 
suffering and dying to bring healing and hope.’” 
• N.T. Wright argues that the Church’s mission began 

with three things—tears, locked doors, and doubt. 
Reflect on a moment when you first had tears in 
your eyes, locked your doors, and lost hope due to 
fear and doubt from the pandemic. Then, share 
how these moments might mark the occasion for 
you to participate in God’s mission for the world.

Where is God in 
the Pandemic?

God and the Pandemic, p. 68



Max Lucado, Anxious for Nothing, p. 183

Death, failure, betrayal, sickness, 
disappointment—they cannot take our joy, 
because they cannot take our Jesus. What 

you have in Christ is greater than anything 
you don’t have in life. You have God, who is 

crazy about you, and the forces of heaven to 
monitor and protect you. You have the 
living presence of Jesus within you. In 

Christ you have everything. 



“In fact, for some of you God’s healing will 
include the help of therapy and/or medication.”

Max Lucado, Anxious for Nothing, p. 11


