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Sunday School officially kicks off Sunday, September 12,  
during the 9:30 a.m. service for PreK - Grade 5! We are  
excited to welcome you all back in person!  
 
 

• We will be celebrating during the 9:30 a.m. service. We ask that all 
families begin worship together inside the Sanctuary. Each child 
will be given a blessing card to fill out and a name tag.  

 
• After a brief blessing during announcements, the children will be 

excused to head outside for a PANCAKE BREAKFAST with their Sun-
day School teachers and Shepherds.  

 
• The children will remain outside until the end of the service where 

we invite all parents and other congregation members to join in 
the Pancake Breakfast as well.  

 
• The pancakes served after the 9:30 a.m. service will be a part of a 

youth fundraiser to raise funds for the youth ministry at First Lu-
theran and more specifically our 2022 summer trips. Don’t miss 
out on the fresh pancakes after the service and supporting our high 
schoolers for their trip next summer! 

 
• Thanks to the Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study Group for their 

willingness to help us (again!) with the pancake breakfast.  They 
continually seek opportunities to help and build friendships with 
our youth. 

 
 

Your safety is our main priority, so we ask that all unvaccinated at-
tendees wear a mask unless eating your pancakes, and we highly rec-
ommend that with the new Delta variant that all those, regardless of 
vaccination status, wear masks indoors and when within six feet of 
another person outdoors. 
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From the Pastor 

This is the time of year when all of the church programs start back up. Choir is back, Sunday School is 
back, Confirmation is back, OWLS are back. It’s a busy time of year full of hustle and bustle, but also a 
time of great energy and joy. I wish it weren’t tinted by the return of COVID and all the fears and pre-
cautions that go with that. But we are moving ahead, carefully of course, but with enthusiasm too.   
We’ve done a lot of talking and thinking as a staff about our children, youth and young adult ministry 
and we’ll be trying some new things, especially with our high school and young adults. Michaela 
shared some of this in her article last week.   
Our high school ministry will have three components this year, the first one being monthly lunches 
with Shelly and another member of the staff. I’m taking them to the View House this Sunday! This will 
be a time to connect in a casual environment. Quarterly we will have retreats, longer times away to 
grow intentionally in the faith. Annually, we will go on a summer trip together. We’ll be announcing 
this year’s trip on Sunday, September 26! We hope this new model will strengthen our ministry with 
our high school students. Of course, we need your help to encourage participation!  
Our young adult ministry this summer was a great time of learning. We did a sermon series focused 
on issues we thought would resonate with that age group, 18-30ish. We learned a great deal that will 
help us as we move forward. We are still having small group on Wednesday nights, but because of 
small numbers we are combining young adults with some adults under 45 for conversation and that 
has gone well. We are in the early stages of planning something new for Young Adults in the Peel 
House. As part of our strategic plan that we published way back in 2019, we had set as a goal to launch 
a new ministry for young adults in the Peel house by 2022. I’m excited to pursue that goal. One thing 
I’ve learned is that the topics that young adults want to discuss are often considered controversial by 
those older than they are. But rather than avoid controversy, young adults want to create a safe place 
to talk candidly about difficult issues in our world. We are going to have to learn to appreciate and 
encourage that even if it makes us uncomfortable. If we don’t, then I fear we won’t have many young 
adults in our midst. Getting uncomfortable is the first step in growing a ministry to young adults and 
welcoming them more fully into the life of our congregation. I think it’s worth it!  
This Sunday our elementary school kids will be at the 9:30 service to receive prayers and blessings 
from the congregation as they prepare for a new year of Sunday School. Please pray for them and our 
ministry to the younger people in our congregation. I hope we can continue to raise up faithful follow-
ers of our Lord, Jesus, and continue to learn how to do this faithfully and well. Thank you for your 
partnership in our shared work of ministry to children, youth and young adults!  
 
                                    -Pastor Travis  



Sermon, cont. p. 4 

JAMES 2:1-17  
FAITH THAT WORKS  

We continue our sermon series Faith that Works covering the book of James. The concerns James 
had are very similar to the concerns modern people have about religion. We want a religion that really 
makes a difference in people’s lives. We want a religion that practices what it preaches. We are tired 
of the church being a place of polarization and politics. We are tired of the church and church leaders 
being caught up in scandal. We don’t want to be part of a religion that divides people up or 
is judgmental or shames people. Nor do we want to be part of a religion that is bland, milk toast and 
has no bearing on the real world. Right?  
  
Many of us come into this Sanctuary with a healthy skepticism about the church. On the one hand we 
believe in God or have had some spiritual experience that makes us thirst for more of what God 
gives.   
But we are unsure if the church is the place to quench that thirst because the church has disappointed 
in the past,  and it has a checkered history. That’s exactly why James wrote his epistle and why it made 
it into the Bible even with the controversial claim that faith without works is dead and that we are 
justified by our works.  
   
James wants a faith that works, a faith that matters, a faith that looks like the teachings of Jesus in 
real life. He is not interested in a faith that makes us feel good or gives comfort to our souls. James 
has no room for a merely sentimental faith. He wants us to have a faith that makes other people feel 
good that gives comfort to the poor and food for the hungry and that helps those in need. And one of 
the things James is most concerned with is the way his church is showing favoritism to the rich over 
and against the poor. He notices that his congregations fall all over themselves when a rich visitor 
comes. Maybe they will join the church, maybe they will give a lot of money, maybe they will use their 
influence and power to give us more credibility in society. But when a poor person visits the church, 
they are ignored and placed in the back. The last thing the church needs is another person asking 
for help and draining our resources. James doesn’t pull any punches on his congregation when they 
show partiality and favoritism. They are denying Jesus, they are sinning and God will hold them ac-
countable. He reminds them that Jesus taught us to love our neighbor as ourselves. When we show 
partiality for one person over another, we fail to fulfill that commandment of Jesus and 
make ourselves liable to judgement. 
  
That was then, what about now? So, 2,000 years later we have the book of James in our Bibles’ reading 
and reflecting on this very straightforward passage against showing partiality. How are we doing? Is 
the church known for treating all people equally? Is the church known for welcoming the poor in the 
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

That was then, what about now? So, 2,000 years later we 
have the book of James in our Bibles’ reading and reflect-
ing on this very straightforward passage against showing 
partiality. How are we doing? Is the church known for 
treating all people equally? Is the church known for wel-
coming the poor in the same way they welcome the 
rich? Is the church known for its diversity of race, gender, 
ethnicity, nationality? How would you answer that? Better 
yet, how would our unchurched neighbors answer that? If 
you ask a random person on the street what they think of 
how Christian churches treat people  
what do you imagine they would say? I wish I could say 
that we Christians live this out and never show partiality 
based on anything. But I know it’s not true. Unfortunate-
ly, in so many ways we are still learning to follow Je-
sus and treat people equally. Unfortunately, this is a les-
son that every generation needs to learn again. In so 
many ways we look just like the world, just like corpora-
tions and governments who give preference to those who 
can help them the most instead of those who seem to have 
very little to offer. But unlike the world we do have the gift 
of scripture and the teachings of Jesus  
that constantly call us to take a serious look at ourselves 
and change direction if we see ourselves going astray. 
  
Here at First Lutheran, I’ve received notes and emails of 

people sharing how welcome they felt when  
they visited. They were met at the door, someone noticed 
them and engaged them in conversation. They were en-
couraged to come back. I’ve also had conversations where 
people confessed that when they visited no one talked to 
them or made them feel welcome in anyway. It’s a mixed 
bag and it probably depends on a few things: who they sat 
next to and perhaps the perception our folks had of them. 
Regardless, let me say clearly that it is our intention and 
our goal that every person who walks through those 
doors or even watches us online is no-
ticed, welcomed, and treated well. When we come upon 
passages like this from James, we must let it examine our 
hearts and shape our behavior. That’s what it means to 
say the Bible has authority in our lives; we let the Holy 
Spirit use it to examine and change us. We don’t have the 

same culture as James’ congregation where the rich were 
invited up front and given a seat and the poor were told to 
stand in the back. Honestly, it’s the opposite. If I invited 
you to sit up front, you’d be offended and ask if you could 
sit in back instead.  But we can still hear James’ exhorta-
tion, “Have you not made distinctions among yourselves 
and become judges with evil thoughts?”  
We are naturally judgmental. We look at people, we learn a 
little bit about them and then we put them in a category in 
our mind. Don’t we? I know I do. I am too quick to judge 
and too slow to learn who a person really is. But when 
Jesus tells us to love our neighbor as ourselves, he means 
that we need to work against that natural tendency and 
put all people in the same category as ourselves. How 
would I want to be welcomed by the person sitting next to 
me in the pew? How would I hope a congregation would 
treat me if I visited their church? What does it mean to 
look at people and think they are like me, and I am going 
to reach out to them in the same way I would hope some-
one would do for me?  
 
Folks, that’s something you can do today. That’s some-
thing we can do every Sunday as we come to worship and 
grow in our faith. We can also put our faith to work as we 
seek to welcome people. I saw it last week in Chuck 
Donachy, Carol Schlater and Pam Haines. Chuck was vol-
unteering checking people in with the iPad and those peo-
ple he knew, he would check them in and hand them 
nametags before they even got to the door. Carol volun-
teered to serve at the Welcome Table and spent a good 
amount of time in conversation with a visiting family, 
answering their questions and sharing about 
our ministries. Pam volunteered to help with the Open 
House for the neighborhood, but she did more than just 
put out snacks and drinks. She engaged our neighbors in 
conversation that made them feel noticed, loved and invit-
ed into the life of this congregation. I think that is the kind 
of thing James wants us to do; it’s a good place to start. Of 
course, not just here in the congregation, but in every as-
pect of our lives. You know Jesus introduced this concept 
of equality that was foreign to the world but has become a 
bedrock of democracy in our nation and many others.  
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This idea of equality was radical in Jesus’ time.  The Jews 
were divided from the Gentiles and those who didn’t fol-
low the Bible the way they did were looked down upon. In 
Roman society, everything was organized 
around hierarchy, rank and class. Roman citizens were 
given more rights than non-Roman citizens. And then 
within the citizenship there was a whole system of honor 
and patronage where those lower in society worked to 
curry favor with those higher ups. But Jesus subverts that 
system when he says, “love your neighbor as yourself”, and 
James follows up with this teaching to treat poor and 
wealthy people the same, saying God doesn’t see a distinc-
tion. It’s a radical idea that is always being threatened by 
the natural inclinations of our tribal society. That all peo-
ple would be treated equally  
is a fundamentally Christian idea that we need to practice 
in our private sphere and fight for in the public sphere. 
Christian’s ought to be on the forefront to make sure chil-
dren are treated equally in schools. I know my son who has 
Down Syndrome has benefitted enormously from this 
fight to make sure he is given an education even though he 
is much more difficult and expensive to teach than stu-
dents without Down Syndrome. Christian’s ought to fight 
to make sure women are treated the same as men in 
the workplace and that people of all races, genders and 
sexualities are treated equally under the law. Yes, I know 
these are political things and someone might ding me for 
being political in the pulpit, but Jesus got political when he 
said, “love your neighbor as yourself”. As followers of Je-
sus, we are trying to push his values into every aspect of 
public life. Especially this value of equality, no partiality, 
no favoritism. Everyone is treated as people made in the 
image of God, but in the end, it must start with each one of 
us. WE must look into our own hearts and recognize 
where we have passed judgment, where we have been bi-
ased, where we have shown favoritism. Then we must 
repent, receive God’s forgiveness, and strive again to live 
out our faith in practical ways that serve our neighbors. It 
helps, I think, to remember that we are the beneficiaries of 
a God who shows no partiality. He has not treated us dif-
ferently because we are not from His chosen people- the 
Jews. He has not treated us differently  based on 

our abilities, intelligence, race, gender, achievements or 
education. God has not counted our sins against us or 
disqualified us from Grace because of any action or inac-
tion. While we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Jesus 
laid down his life for all people equally, he died for you 
and me the same. His sacrifice covers all our sins and 
failures and shortcomings just the same as he forgives all 
people of theirs. 
  
WE have been saved by a God who treats all peo-
ple equally. Whether the learned pharisee Nicodemus  
or the thief dying next to him on the cross. Whether the 
rich tax collector Zacchaeus or the poor lepers crying out 
on the outskirts of town. Whether the Jewish insider or 
the Syrophoenician woman asking for crumbs from the 
table. Jesus healed people from every background, invited 
followers from every walk of life and died for the whole 
world. We have been treated equally by God, we are loved, 
forgiven, saved and sent to serve. So now we learn to love 
as God loves, to treat people with the dignity and 
grace that has been given to us. Because we are so wel-
comed by God let us extend a wide welcome to others in 
His name. Let’s do our part to change the reputation of 
the church in society so one day people will look to the 
church and even if they know nothing of what we teach, 
will know at least that we treat everyone equally and with 
dignity. At the very least, let us work to make sure they say 
of First Lutheran Church in Colorado Springs, “Those 
people welcome everyone, no matter what.” 
  
That is faith that works.  
 
              -Pastor Travis 
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WE ARE EXCITED TO DEBUT A BRAND-NEW YOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR FOR THIS 
FALL!  
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
•  Monthly Sunday lunches out in the community with one of the pastors or formation leaders. The bill is on 

us, so bring a friend and be prepared to eat some delicious food together! 
• Lock-in per quarter  
• Summer trip 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
• Lock– in per quarter 
• Summer trip 
 

YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
•  A new opportunity for High School youth to add their voice to the planning and leading of our ministry 

here at First Lutheran.  
• First meeting of this Youth Advisory Council on September 19 at 11 a.m. in the Peel House Youth Center.  
 

Youth Center 
• The Youth Center will be open from 9:30-10:30 a.m. every Sunday, starting September 19, with adult volun-

teers there to lead games and discussion. It will be a very laid-back time for our Middle School and High 
School youth to join in community with each other and enjoy some delicious donuts and other breakfast 
treats. If we see a large group attending, we will find the volunteers needed to provide space for Middle 
Schoolers and High Schoolers separately. 

 

We are excited about this new venture in youth ministry! We hope your teens will find a place to plug in, wheth-
er it’s weekly in the Peel House, monthly at retreats or lunches, or yearly in our summer trips. We have events to 
fit every schedule and we look forward to cultivating a safe space for our teens to grow in their faith in Christ.  
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BIBLE BOOK FAIR 
September 19 
Gathering Place at all services 
 
Come enjoy one of the best childhood memo-
ries, Book Fair Day! We will be showcasing ten 
different children’s Bibles that range in age 
from toddlers first Bibles to middle school com-
ic book Bibles and everything in between. We 
will also have five books on display that will help 
little learners explore the world of the Bible and 
different ways to read the Psalms and explore 
the image of God. All books will have three cop-
ies up for sale. Once those run out we will be 
taking order forms and will buy in bulk to get 
everyone the best deal on these amazing re-
sources. Come shop for your children, your 
grandchildren, or even the local neighbor’s kid! 
The Bible should be shared, but it should also be 
read at the level your child is developmentally 
ready for. The Book Fair will be open all Sunday 
morning long, starting at 7:45 a.m. through 
12:30 p.m., so stop by and take a look. Michaela 
Eskew, the Minister of Faith Formation, will be 
there to answer any questions and help you  
peruse the selections. 

LITTLE LAMBS:  
MILESTONES FOR 
OUR PRESCHOOLERS  
September 19 
 

Each year we welcome our newest preschool-
ers to join the Little Lambs class downstairs 
for Sunday School. The Little Lambs and their 
 parents will be welcomed this year during the 
announcements at the 9:30 a.m. service on 
Sunday, September 19. Our Little Lambs will 
receive a blessing, a little lamb, and a new 
book, and then they will head off to their first 
Sunday School class with Miss Linda! 

YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL  
FIRST MEETING, SEPTEMBER 19 
11:15 A.M. 
 

Are you looking at this calendar and the new 
Youth Room in the Peel House and wondering 
who decides all this? It could be you! We are 
looking for youth in grades 9-12 to be on a new 
Youth Advisory Council that will help Shelly, 
Michaela, and other volunteers craft a youth 
calendar that speaks to what you want to do, 
talk about, and lead. If you are interested in 
this council, please join us in the new Peel 
House Youth Center at 11:15 a.m. Delicious food 
will be provided. 
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BECOME INVOLVED 
SAVE THE DATE  
 

Annual Lutheran Family Services Rocky 
Mountain (LFSRM) Innkeeper Dinner! 

 
Start polishing your belt 

buckles and find your 
best cowboy hats - 

Plan to join us at the Fly-
ing W Ranch for the 28th 

Annual  
Innkeeper Dinner! 

  

Coming in October! Stay  tuned! 
  

Tickets on sale now!  
 

https://www.lfsrm.org/event/innkeeper/ 

We are almost finished with the photo directory 
pictures. The last chance to take pictures will be 
September 12 (Sunday morning), and September 
8 from 1-7 p.m. Please sign up by clicking here. 
Pictures will be taken in the Gathering Place. 
Thanks for helping us finish this project! 

TRAIL TREKKERS 
       MEETS ON THURSDAY 
MORNINGS, 9 A.M. 

September 9 -   Back Door/Boatman's Loop 
- Rampart Reservoir 
Directions:  meet at the Safeway parking lot, 
3275 W. Colorado Ave. se corner 
 
This trail has a steep beginning but soon be-
comes easy and downright beautiful, snaking 
between big round boulders with glimpses of 
the reservoir and Pikes Peak through the trees.  
We may see early fall wildflowers!  We’ll have 
lunch on the trail.  The entry fee will be shared 
by the group.  (4½ miles round trip; rated mod-
erate) 
 
 

September 16 – Mueller State Park 
(Outlook Ridge and Geer Pond) 
Directions:  meet at the Safeway parking lot, 
3275 W. Colorado Ave. se corner 
 
These trails promise rock outcroppings, spec-
tacular vistas, conifer and aspen forests.  We’ll 
have lunch on the trail. 4+ miles; rated moder-
ate with some uphill sections. 

https://www.lfsrm.org/event/innkeeper/
https://flccs.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=211d7aa16cdb4b564bc2efe2b&id=04b4ceb4b7&e=951cf85222
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 9:00 10:30 12:00 Location 
9/12/2021 How to Acolyte How to Acolyte How to Acolyte Sacristy 

9/26/2021 
How to Host the Wel-

come Center 
How to Host the Wel-

come Center 
How to Host the Wel-

come Center Welcome Center 

Do you want to volunteer, but you’re unsure about how to do something? Here is 
your chance to learn. Cheryl is offering short training sessions for each of the 
volunteer positions below. No need to sign up; just show up! 

                     COSILOVEYOU (COLORADO SPRINGS  
                      I LOVE  YOU) 
 

                  I wanted to take a moment to explain why the change from our traditional   
            ELCA “God’s Work Our Hands” outreach this fall to COSILoveYou “City Serve   
           Day.” COSILoveYou reached out to all the churches in town. Their “City Serve Day”  
          is a gigantic outreach event to fulfill hundreds of community projects throughout our  
      city. Ascension Lutheran and First Lutheran thought it would be beneficial to partner with 
      COSILoveYou and give our members the opportunity to select a project that means some   
   thing to them and is located near their home or work. “City Serve Day” takes place on Saturday,  
 October 2. All First Lutheran participants will meet at church for a continental breakfast and to pick 
up their First Lutheran “God’s Work Our Hands” t-shirt to wear during the day. Many of the non-
profits we traditionally serve each fall are listed (Lutheran Family Services, Habitat for Humanity, 
Family Promise, and Care and Share). If you’d like to join us, here is the link to register for the project 
of your choice: https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice. 

FIRST GOES TO LAST! 
 

Weidner Field is brand new and just waiting for a visit from our congregation.  Come join the congre-
gation as FIRST Lutheran Church attends the LAST home soccer game of the season Saturday, Octo-
ber 16, 2021.  Doors open at 5 p.m., and the game starts at 6 p.m. There will also be a fireworks show 
post game! Group sale tickets are $20 per person to have exciting seats right behind the goal.  The 
deadline to purchase FLC group tickets is Wednesday, September 22, 2021.  Sign up here https://
bit.ly/3hayBtP, or call the church at 719.632.8836 to sign up.   

https://volunteer.cosiloveyou.com/communityservice
https://bit.ly/3hayBtP
https://bit.ly/3hayBtP
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YOUTH HANDBELLS 
Sunday, September 12  
3 – 4:30 p.m. 
 

A fun adventure in ringing handbells for all youth in grades two through seven 
 

 A special handbell event for youth! Returning and new ringers will join together for an afternoon of 
ringing and musical games. We will divide into groups by grade level; at 4:30 p.m. parents will be in-
vited to hear us perform a song or two. Please sign up online or by calling the church office. 
 Our regular youth handbell rehearsals will start on September 19.  
• Rainbow Ringers (for grades two through four) will meet at 4 p.m., 
• Jubilate Ringers (grades five through eight) will meet at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Sign up for handbells: 
https://bit.ly/2VDQ4mI  

MORE YOUTH NEWS 

https://bit.ly/2VDQ4mI
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DID YOU MISS  
FIRST COMMUNION? 
 

If you are new to First Lutheran and missed out 
on the First Communion instruction and cere-
mony last spring, we are offering an opportuni-
ty to learn about Communion and the tradition 
of this important sacrament at home. After 
completing the two videos and their accompa-
nying worksheet, we will celebrate our new 
First Communicants together this fall. We nor-
mally celebrate First Communion with our fifth 
graders on Maundy Thursday, so this oppor-
tunity is for those older than grade 5 and want-
ing to complete this important milestone. 
Please contact Michaela Eskew if you are inter-
ested or you have children or grandchildren 
who missed this opportunity during their fifth 
grade year. 

KICK TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED! 
 
Please join us on Saturday, September 11, from 
10 - 11:30 a.m. for donuts and Rally Day decorat-
ing.   
 

Please help on the following day, September 12, 
with the Pancake Breakfast beginning at 8:30 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall kitchen with clean 
up ending at approximately 11:45.  Any help is 
appreciated!  Be sure to wear your KICK team 
shirt.   
 

HIGH SCHOOLERS – be sure to sign up for lunch 
with Pastor Travis at the View House at 12:15 
p.m. on September 12. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 
Can you help with the Rally Day Pancake 
Breakfast?  This is a treat for the kids at 9:30 
a.m. and a fundraiser for the youth at 10:30 
a.m..   If you’d like an opportunity to get to 
know our youth, we’d love your involvement.  
We’ll start setting up at 8:30 a.m. on September 
12 and will definitely need clean up help at ap-
proximately 11:30 a.m..  Please let us know by 
email if you are able to help - shelly@flccs.net. 

WELCOME NEIL  
MAHON, OUR NEW 
YOUTH INTERN! 
 

We are so incredibly blessed to welcome Neil 
Mahon to the Youth Ministry team here at First 
Lutheran Church. You might have noticed his 
amazing gifts with the children and youth at Va-
cation Bible School this summer, and we did too! 
We are excited to welcome him to the team and 
focus on new horizons for our children, teens, 
and young adults.   

mailto:shelly@flccs.net
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WORSHIP  
Online Worship is now live 
streamed at 9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
As we transition out of the pandemic and re-
sume worship in the Sanctuary our schedule 
of weekly worship opportunities has changed.  
 
Here is the current schedule: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30, and 11  
a.m.  

• Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

 

NEW SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 
9:30 a.m., Fireside Room 

NEW SERMON SERIES -  
  

What would it 
look like if we 
all practiced 
what we 
preached? On 

Sundays for the next several weeks we will 
learn from the book of James how to implement 
our faith in practical ways. The famous line 
from James, of course, irked Martin Luther, 
‘Faith without works is dead,’ but the author 
wants to make sure that Christians care for the 
poor, include everyone, and watch their words 
and deeds carefully. So join us on Sundays in 
August and September for the new sermon 
series Faith That Works.  

ELCA OUTREACH: LOVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS 
Guest Speakers from Rocky Mountain Synod, 
ELCA Churchwide Office, and Lutheran Family 
Services 
September 12 – September 26 

9:30 a.m., Fireside Room 
 
In the next three weeks we will be hearing from 
people doing outreach for the Lutheran church 
both hear in our community and abroad. In our 
first week we will be hearing from Vicky Daub, 
representing the Rocky Mountain Synod and 
the Veteran Servants Corps Project. In our sec-
ond week, we will hear from Gabe Brannan, rep-
resenting the ELCA Churchwide Office, to dis-
cuss what our missionaries are out doing and 
ELCA hunger work. In our final week, we will 
hear from a representative of Lutheran Family 
Service Rocky Mountain to discuss their refugee 
work and foster care services. It is sure to be a 
great series with some amazing guest speakers. 
I hope you join us to see the great work that the 
ELCA is doing today! 
 
September 12 - Veteran Servants Corps Project 
September 19 - ELCA Missionaries and Hunger   
          Work 
September 26 - Lutheran Family Services Rocky   
           Mountain Refugee and Foster Care 
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Training 

READING PLAN  
    WEEKS 35 & 36 

Week 36:  Jesus, the Source of Life (Sept. 3) 
245 John 10: 1-18                      The Good Shepherd 
246 John 11: 5-44                      Lazarus Is Alive 
247 John 12: 12-36                    Hosanna! 
248 John 14: 1-15              Way, Truth, Life 
249 John 15: 1-17              Vine and Branches 
250 John 16: 1-24                       The Counselor Spirit 
251   John 17: 1-21                         Jesus’ Prayer    
 
Week 37:  Trust in God ( Sept. 10) 
252 John 19: 1-16                       King of the Jews 
253 John 19: 17-42                    Cross and Tomb 
254 John 20: 1-17                      The Risen Lord 
255 John 20: 19-29                   Blessed Believers 
256 John 21: 1-17                       Feed My Sheep 
257 Job 1: 1-22               Job’s Test 
258 Job 2: 1-10                            Job Stands Firm 

The 'C' of BASIC training begins today with a 
conversation on the Church and our Call. Lesson 
One - Missio Dei is taught by Michaela Eskew. 
The lesson is available on our YouTube channel. 
Once you've watched the class please complete a 
feedback form and do this each week so we can 
make improvements as we go forward. Please 
join Pastor Travis at the Peel House on Wednes-
day's at 10 a.m. for a viewing of the video and 
conversation after. 
 
 

 

 

Here are today's Links for BASIC Training at 
First: 
       Church - Lesson Two: History of the Church 
https://www.youtube.com/watchv=OdNZIYEQdvQ 
 
Feedback form to be completed after each class. 
https://flccs1.elexiochms.com/external/
form/23de97bb-b336-4c38-b5c9-3c548fa7040c 
Need to catch up? Previous BASIC Training 
 videos can be found here:  https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?
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September 14 
Bob Evans 
Donna Flores 
Shirley Jones 
Kim Watts 
 
September 15 
Peggy Allen 
Karen Barness 
Carolyn Fleming 
Kurt Peterson 
Rondi Shafer 
 
September 16 
Krista Heavner 
Linda Waterman 
Phyllis Butler 

September 17 
Dave Miller 
Jim Simonson 
 
September 18 
Mark Andersen 
Carol Anderson 
Dave Hardin 
Dave Huston 
Andrea James 
John Palmen 

September 12 
Ardy & George Sawaya - 15 years 
Dale & Rinda Dunson - 52 years 
 
September 13 
Dennis & Liz Shoemaker - 51 years 
 
September 14 
Steven & Su Dewey - 36 years 
 
September 15 
Doug & Mary Auten - 48 years 
Larry Sipe & Sharon Padilla - 25 years 
 
September 16 
Jennings & Jan Larson - 51 years 
 
September 18 
Mike & Sandy McGraw - 6 years 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
to  

Peggy Allen 
who will be 98 on  

September 15. 
Congratulations! 
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Ahnius 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Dean Arnold 
Felicia Arnold 
Hans B 
Janice Baldwin 
Jacque Bokelman 
John Braden 
Brooke 
Jerry Brunet 
Doris Cartwright 
Leslie Crowley 
Jim Cunningham & Family 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Mark Delay & Family 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Jim Halpin & Family 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Marianne Hill 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Beverly Hodges 
Phil Hubble 
Kevin Hughes 
Marty Hunt 
Ron Huston  
Marie Johnson 
Josh Jones 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Sue Longhini 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Debra Mills 
Lucille Moe 
Christa Moen 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Mer Nyquist 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Andy Peel 
Norma Pounds 
Don Reed 
Phyllis Robbins 
The Robin Rodriguez 
Family 
Connie Rowton 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Kari & Ervin Southard 
Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Janet Summy 
The Swearingen Family 
Aaron Thorson 
Annie Torres 
Susan Warden 
Jody Wilbur 
Sherry Wilson 
Jim Underwood 
Greg & Carolyn Young 

TEMPORARY ROOM RENTAL  
NEEDED 
 

We have been made aware of a member in need 
of a room to rent for a limited period 
(September-January). If you have a room availa-
ble for rent or see any signs as you drive around 
town, please call the church at 719.632.8836. 

Our condolences and prayers 
surround the family of 

BEN BOBIER 
Jim and Susanne Baker’s son; 

Gilly’s brother. 
 

Our condolences and prayers  
surround  the family of  

GARY WAYNE KOMPELIEN ;  
Sharon Kompelien De Halas’ brother;  

Jay De Halas’ brother-in-law;  
whose service will be at  

Spruce Lutheran Church  
in Roseau, Minnesota. 
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 A PLACE TO TALK  
A Place to Talk will resume on Thursday, September 16. It will meet twice a month in the Fireside 
Room from 10 a.m.to 11:30 a.m. A Place to Talk is a forum for seniors where they can discuss the issue 
of aging. The Biblical premise of A Place to Talk is that aging is part of God's gift to us.  It is a natural 
rhythm of life to be respected and honored. Every stage in life has its challenges. Old age is no differ-
ent.  In A Place to Talk, we can discuss these challenges and discover how others are dealing and find-
ing solutions to them.  

A Place to Talk is a cooperative adventure where its participants discuss the issues they want to ad-
dress. In our September 16 meeting, we will discuss the support and services we need as we grow old-
er. It will be a time to discuss what our plans are for the future. Will we stay in our own homes or seek 
other arrangements? What information do we need to help us make that decision? Most people want 
to age at home. What things do you need to have in place to do that? During the meeting, we will also 
discuss topics for future meetings. 

Michelle Cottle, a member of the New York Times editorial board, wrote in a recent article, "Growing 
old is an increasingly expensive privilege. Unfortunately, half the seniors have no retirement savings 
and are trying to get by on Social Security income alone, which provides an average retirement benefit 
of $18,516 a year. Nationwide, the median cost of a semiprivate room in a nursing home is $93,000 a 
year. According to Genworth, it costs $99,463 in Colorado Springs. In 2025 the cost will be $115,305. 
(You can find more detailed information on Glenworth Cost of Care Survey.)  

Many Americans assume their needs will be taken care of by Medicare. That is not true. Medicare han-
dles post-acute care, generally for people who have had a hospital stay. Medicaid is responsible for 
nursing home care and to qualify you cannot have more than $2,000 of countable assets.   

I share this information with you not to scare you or cause anxiety but to encourage you to think about 
your future.  In A Place to Talk, we can share our concerns and solutions with others. We don't have to 
struggle alone. Just knowing that others deal with the same issues as we do is comforting.  

In the August issue of Living Lutheran, there was an article on aging.  It mentioned a website, aging-
mattersonline.com, as a resource. I checked it out, and it is a good resource. They have a weekly podcast 
and a half-hour TV series broadcast twice a week.  

                                 -Pastor Maertens 


