
   1 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Teen Spirituality Forum  
(for parents of teenagers) 

Sunday, October 4th, 12—1:30 p.m., via Zoom 
 

Spirituality Forums are a bi-annual event that helps parents to under-
stand new ways of connecting faith into the everyday. This year’s 
Spirituality Forum theme will be Mental Health. The Pandemic has 
caused many children and youth to experience mental health problems 
including anxiety, stress, and depression. This year’s events will be fo-
cused on ways for parents and families to discuss and hopefully ease 
some of the daily stressors, both now in the midst of a worldwide virus 
and for years to come.  
 

This event will include practical research and strategies as well as open 
discussion amongst parents. I may not be a parent of teenagers (yet!), 
but I have worked with teenagers for the last ten years and believe me 
the pressure is only getting worse. And that doesn’t even cover the ad-
ditional isolation and unknowns of a global pandemic! Please join us 
with your compassionate heart, and together we will learn how to love 
our teenagers more in the midst of a very stressful year.  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81056660280?
pwd=TGZLdm8xcWlxODVhWFB5QU95YVkrdz09 
Meeting ID: 810 5666 0280 

Passcode: 320529 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81056660280?pwd=TGZLdm8xcWlxODVhWFB5QU95YVkrdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81056660280?pwd=TGZLdm8xcWlxODVhWFB5QU95YVkrdz09
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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

I was just looking at some pictures from back in 
March, before the pandemic forced us from indoor 
worship. Remember “fist-bumps for Jesus?” That 
seems so trite now, with over 200,000 deaths in 
our country and almost 2,000 in our state, includ-
ing two of our own members. But as this pandem-
ic stretches on it’s also difficult to continue to hold 
that risk in our minds when we long to get back to 
normal. I don’t know about you, but I’m constantly 
checking the statistics and letting my hopes rise 
whenever the case numbers decline but then feel-
ing the disappointment and fatigue whenever they 
rise again. I wonder how long this up and down 
roller coaster will continue. I’m sure you are as 
eager to get off the ride called 2020 as I am. 
As difficult as it is, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
name the good things that are happening. We 
launched a brand new service, called Wednesday 
Night LIGHT (Living in God’s Truth) and had over 
75 people worship together on our front lawn. It 
was a great intergenerational service, we gave out 
Bibles to the sixth grade students, and held small 
group discussion for adults and students after-
wards. Our intention is to make this new service a 
permanent staple of what we offer at First Luther-
an.  
We also continue to have weekly worship at 9 a.m. 
on Wednesdays and are exploring a series called 
“The Church Has Issues.” We intend this service to 
go through mid-October. And of course, everyone 
is invited and encouraged to attend worship on 
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. We watch the pre-
recorded service together only stopping to include 
Holy Communion before the prayers of the people.  

The question ever before us is, “When will we wor-
ship inside again?” Council considers it every 
month and weighs the risks and recommenda-
tions. Council decided to continue to refrain from 
indoor worship through the month of October. 
Many churches that are opening are having to cur-
tail singing, disallow choirs and restrict the num-
ber of worshippers. That’s a possibility for us in 
the future, but we’re not ready to do that yet. We 
also know that only 20% of people are returning to 
indoor worship when their churches offer it. For 
now, we believe we can offer a much more robust 
and inclusive worship opportunity through our 
outdoor and online services. Some of this comes 
down to return on investment. Where should staff 
energies be expended? We believe we should put 
our best energies towards those worship opportu-
nities that benefit the greatest number of our 
members and keep our people safe. 
This pandemic will end. There will come a time in 
the next couple of months when we will worship 
indoors again. This is a time to practice and grow 
in patience. Thank you for your support and un-
derstanding how difficult it is to make decisions 
when the stakes are so incredibly high. Please con-
tinue to pray for your church and our future. And 
please worship regularly in all the new ways that 
are being offered. Just this week an older member 
came up to me and said, “I want you to know, I 
have watched every single service, and you all are 
doing a great job!” I can’t tell you how encourag-
ing it is to hear that our people are being served 
well during this time. Your church staff will con-
tinue to work hard on your behalf! 
 
         In this together, 
             -Pastor Travis 



cont. p. 4 

12 PENTECOST 2017 
MATTHEW 16: 13-20 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
 
In January of 2008 I had my approval interview, my last meeting, with a candidacy committee.  To give 
you a little context I was quite familiar with the folks on the committee.  Partially because I had been 
meeting with them throughout seminary at this point, and partially because I had worked for them 
prior to entering seminary.  One of the members of the committee was the dean of Gettysburg Semi-
nary, Robin Steinke.  Now I was prepared for all sorts of theological questions at this interview I even 
brought some crib notes with me, thinking if they asked me about the different chapters of the Augs-
burg Confession I had best be able to identify what they were talking about.  So, I was way over-
prepared.  This was by far the least intimidating interview I had with the committee.  Then Dean 
Steinke spoke up.  Oy.  She looked at me and asked, “Carrie, tell me who Jesus is.”  I went ahead and 
offered her a pretty detailed understanding of Jesus based on variations of the Small Catechism.  She 
patiently listened until I was finished then looked at me again and said, “You certainly have your Small 
Catechism answer down, but I want to know who you think Jesus is, who is Jesus to you?”  Huh.  I 
guess that is a different question. What is my personal confession of Jesus Christ? 
 

When Jesus asks this question of the disciples, it is a question that puts them in a place of extraordi-
nary vulnerability.  When we are asked this question, it is one that puts us in a place of extraordinary 
vulnerability.   
 

What does our answer look like? For some people, like myself a few years back, it is an academic an-
swer or theological answer. They have studied the issues, mastered the concepts, conquered the lan-
guage, and can speak about the nature of Christ with confidence and clarity. But Jesus’ question is not 
an academic question, because he is not asking what we know. He is asking who we are. It is a person-
al question. It is a relational question. It is a question which seeks to find whether or not this faith 
we’ve embraced has found a place in our hearts. 
 

The disciples were silent.  Perhaps we are too; we need some time to process, to think, to analyze how 
we name Jesus.  But the disciples, except for Simon Peter, don’t seem to have an opinion of their own.  
Peter comes forth as the spokesperson saying, “You are the Messiah, the son of the living God.”  Jesus 
blesses Simon Peter, presumably for being the courageous student with the correct answer. Jesus  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

states that Peter’s answer did not come from hu-
man beings; it is not based on rumor or the hear-
say of others. It suggests that how we identify 
Jesus should be based on personal encounters 
with God and can be informed by our readings of 
the sacred text and in dialogue with others. How 
we identify Jesus should be grounded in a lifelong 
conversation with God whereby we adjust what 
we think we know as necessary (16:17).  Yes, adjust 
what we think we know.  And those around us, 
our denominations, our parents, our friends, our 
pastors, our teachers will all surely have their 
opinions, but in the end it is up to us to decide 
who Jesus is in our conversations with God and 
our actions in the world. 
 
From this point on there is no turning back for 
Jesus, for Peter, or for us if we would be disciples 
of the Messiah. 
 
Jesus continues the dialogue with Peter: “I say to 
you Peter (Petros) that on this rock (petra) I shall 
build my ekklesia  (assembly; usually translated 
church) and the gates of Hades shall not 
overpower it” (Matthew 16:18, author’s 
translation). The word petra translated as rock is 
grammatically feminine and it agrees with the 
Greek word ekklesia, which is also grammatically 
feminine. Thus, the noun petra does not refer to 
Peter.  Perhaps Jesus is speaking of the physical 
place or space in which his identity was correctly 
named. Or perhaps it is the revelation itself that is 
the theological foundation on which Jesus will 
erect God’s ekklesia. It will be an assembly founded 
on Jesus’ identity as the Messiah of the living God. 
A living God is a relevant God, a contextual God. 
As with John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah and 

other prophets and prophetesses, God speaks a 
relevant word that reflects the contexts in which 
we live and the challenges the people face. A 
living God is not bound to or by the written page, 
even in a sacred text. 
 
Further, Jesus said to Peter, “I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and what-
ever you loose on earth will be loosed in heav-
en.”  The heavens are witnesses of the people and 
things that we imprison and the people and 
things that we set free. When we restrict justice 
to the dominant and powerful and release or en-
act unjust laws that impact the most vulnerable 
among us and in the earth, heaven knows and is 
impacted, too. Matthew’s Jesus, in Chapter 25, 
says that when you have treated the most vulner-
able -- the stranger/foreigner, the imprisoned, 
those with no homes, the hungry, and those with-
out clean, affordable water -- with compassion, 
justice, and human care, “you have done so to 
me.” What we do on earth matters and it has an 
impact in the heavens and in the atmosphere 
around us. 
 
Finally, Jesus commanded his disciples that they 
should tell no one that he is the Christos (Messiah 
or anointed one) of the living God. So, the ques-
tion becomes how they shall build an ekklesia on 
the truth of his identity, one that even the gates 
of Hades will not overpower? Their lives will 
speak louder, more truthfully, and more effec-
tively than their words. The answer is by the life 
they live, a life of love for God, a life that loves the 
other as much as one loves oneself, and a life in 
pursuit of justice and peace. On this rock, thou 
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shall not build a prison nation. On this rock, thou 
shall not build a nation where millions of children 
are homeless and hungry. On this rock, thou shall 
not build churches that oppress the poor and 
women and turn a blind eye toward violence and 
discrimination within its gates and in the streets. 
On this rock, let us build assemblies that demon-
strate belief in a living, speaking, incarnating 
God, a God of freedom and not of oppression, a 
God of justice, love, and peace. 
 
So, who do you say he is? Not just say when re-
peating the Creed or within the comfort of these 
church walls, but say with your lives; that is, with 
your relationships, your bank account, your time, 
your energy, and all the rest. Who do you really 
say Jesus is?  I’m not taking you on a well-
intentioned guilt trip. I want us to wonder togeth-
er for a moment or two what we actually mean 
when we say, with Peter, that Jesus is the Messiah, 
Son of the Living God. Or that Jesus is Lord. Or, 
for the theologically inclined, that Jesus is the sec-
ond member of the Trinity. Or, in the words of the 
Creed, that Jesus is light from light, very God 
from very God, begotten but not made. 
 
One of my favorite theologians, David Lose, tells 
us that nothing about God becoming human is 
safe. Too much of our theology, constructs, and 
convictions is wound so incredibly tight -- and is 
determined by boundaries that were never meant 
to be so restrictive of proclamation. They do noth-
ing except erect walls of exclusion and expecta-
tion and justification behind which we hide. “Who 
do you say that the Son of Man is?” is about risk. 
Putting yourself out there. In full recognition of 
rejection. And judgment. And heartache. I mean, 

think about it. What is Peter thinking? “Holy …  
now what do I say?” 
 
Everybody needs to answer this question, “Who do 
you say that I am?” Every parishioner. Every 
preacher. Because “who do you say that I am” has 
everything to do with who you are willing to be. It 
is time for each of us to step up and answer.  To 
ask ourselves, where have we seen Jesus at work?  
What do the scriptures say to us?  How do you live 
your life in a way that responds to Jesus love for 
everyone? 
 
Peter's confession is important in its own right. 
From it we learn who Jesus is -- the Messiah. From 
it we learn who Peter is and will be; Peter is the 
one whom God inspires to publicly confess Jesus' 
identity. Peter is therefore the one Jesus chooses to 
invest with unique authority in the movement that 
will come out of his ministry. It would be easier for 
us to stand on the outskirts of this scene, observ-
ing Peter's reception of special status. But Peter's 
confession is also ours. And so is his commission-
ing. We share Peter's identity as flawed disciples 
who sometimes, in pressure situations, let Jesus 
down. We share in his identity as disciples forgiv-
en and empowered by Jesus to face whatever trials 
and sufferings lie on the path ahead.  And as fol-
lowers who believe in the living Christ we are 
loved and filled with his grace, given to us as freely 
as we can share it with those around us.  So, pon-
der this week, Jesus asking you, “Who do you say 
that I am?”  Amen. 
 
                 -Pastor Carrie 
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FAMILY MOVIE NIGHTS ON 
THE LAWN  
FRIDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 25, 7 PM 
 
Everyone is invited!   As long as the weather 
holds we’ll be showing a family-friendly movie 
every Friday night.  This week’s movie is A Beau-
tiful Day in the Neighborhood about Mr. Rogers. 
 

If the temperature is under 60 degrees the mov-
ie will be cancelled. 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH  
CALENDAR 
24 -  Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 pm for grades  
  3 - 5 & 7-8 pm for grades 6 - 8 
25 - Friday Movie Night, 7-9 pm: A Beautiful  
  Day in the Neighborhood 
27 - Youth Group Hike and Cook Out at Red  
   Rocks Open Space, Middle School and 
    High  School, 2-4 pm 

REMIND APP -  
PLEASE SIGN UP 

 
Here are the links on how to sign up for 
both the middle school and high school 
Remind. We will transition into using 
Remind for youth events rather than 

sending texts and emails with information. To get 
information for youth events you MUST sign up for 
Remind by October 15. Both kids and parents are 
encouraged to sign up for Remind. They do not need 
to download anything; they simply sign up with their 
email, phone number or both and will then receive 
the messages sent out to them.  
 

How to sign up for high school Remind:  
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?
alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-
0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+
School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supp
orted=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&loc
ale=en 
  

How to sign up for middle school Remind:  
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?
alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-
0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle
+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supp
orted=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&loca
le=en 
  
How to sign up for elementary school  
Remind:  
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?
alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-
0723&class_code=672dh3&class_name=FLCElementa
ry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&us
er_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en 

http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flchsm1&class_name=FLC+High+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=flcmsm&class_name=FLC+Middle+School+Ministry&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=672dh3&class_name=FLCElementary&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=672dh3&class_name=FLCElementary&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=672dh3&class_name=FLCElementary&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=672dh3&class_name=FLCElementary&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
http://pdfs.remind.com/invite?alternate_phone_number=%28856%29+432-0723&class_code=672dh3&class_name=FLCElementary&phone_number=81010&sms_supported=true&user_signature=F.+Youth+Ministry&locale=en
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Preschool Zoom  11 am Sundays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?
pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09 
 Meeting ID: 811 1672 9866 
Passcode: 648418 
 
Kinder -  Grade 1 Zoom 7 pm on Mondays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?
pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09  
Meeting ID: 826 7726 9758 
Passcode: 005680 
 
Grades 2-3 Zoom 7 pm on Saturdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?
pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09  
Meeting ID: 833 0412 3897 
Passcode: 279846 
 
Grades 4-5  Zoom 7 pm on Tuesdays 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?
pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09  

Meeting ID: 825 3666 7984 
Passcode: 845972 
Grades 6-7 Zoom 7 pm on Wednesdays (Starting Oct. 
21) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?
pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09  
Meeting ID: 889 0711 7890 
Passcode: 771433 

Middle School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 2-3 
pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?
pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09  
Meeting ID: 881 1638 9552 
Passcode: 367889 
 
High School Youth Group (Every other Sunday, 3-4 
pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?
pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09  
Meeting ID: 862 8050 9042 
Passcode: 170834 

New Zoom Links for 
Sunday School &  

Youth Group  

GAME NIGHTS 
 

Previously on the second Monday—will now move 
to the first and third Thursdays with the same 
times:  6-7 p.m. for grades 3 - 5 and 7-8 p.m. for 
grades 6 – 8. 

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
PRESCHOOL— GRADE 5 
 
Sept 27  - Ten Commandments – Color     
     squiggles 
Oct 4 - Water from a rock –  Painting stones 
Oct 11 - The Golden Calf – Make a golden calf  
    out  of clay 
Oct 18 - Moses sees God –   Blindfold games 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81116729866?pwd=aDNxNGlvemJpc3pnaDVJaUo5UUF3UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82677269758?pwd=bHkvL3dvczArQVJIOE9YK0xTYmxlQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83304123897?pwd=d0NSWGVLVVQwWVNyWFQySGNuMHc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82536667984?pwd=TS83eDJDYU9MUUNlSzEyRTdaNHh6UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88907117890?pwd=LzlXb3NLbUtmU1UvODlUMEwrcTRHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116389552?pwd=SjNORkFOcFFEd3BmN0JnRU9ndU5yUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86280509042?pwd=WnFJTmplSENkRktuKy8yMlJLaTl2dz09
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BECOME INVOLVED 

EMBRACING THE PROPHETS IN  
CONTEMPORARY CULTURE 
with Rev. Walter Brueggemann 
10:30 am via Zoom 
through October 18, 2020 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
The prophets have left a rich legacy for people of 
faith to study and to help us to understand the 
character of God. They are loved for their poetic 
prose.  But who were the prophets and why did they 
become a voice of such opposition? 
 Join us for this 6-week study for a fresh look at 
these passionate men whose lives were defined 
by their sympathy with God and concern for 
their community. Their extraordinary lives 
provide a lens through which we can view our 
contemporary culture and look for God’s in-
tentions for our lives. 
There is no reading required, but we have sug-
gested readings for each lesson that will enrich 
the study. 
 

September 27    
“Moral Coherence in a World of Power, Money, 
and Violence” 
 

Micah 3:9-12. Hosea 4:1-3. Jeremiah 7:8-15 
 
October 4     
The Shrill Rhetoric that Breaks Denial 
Amos, Chapter 7  

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

FIRST LUTHERAN 
MOM'S GROUP 
Online via Zoom 
8 pm on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
 

Moms of all ages are welcome! 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426 
 

Meeting ID: 851 8482 1426 

POST-CONFIRMATION HIGH 
SCHOOL SMALL GROUPS 
 
Are you missing the small group that you went 
through confirmation with? Are you interested 
in getting back together once a week for some 
time to chat and re-connect? Wednesday night 
LIGHT, our new 7 pm worship service on the 
lawn, features large group breakouts after wor-
ship. We want to create a group that is just for 
you, 10-12 graders. If you are interested, please 
let Michaela know, michaela@flccs.net. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426
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Part-time receptionist/reservationist 
at First Lutheran 

 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9 am to 4 pm.  
We are looking for an enthusiastic and commit-
ted receptionist for our front office. Proven effi-
ciency in operating a multi-line telephone sys-
tem, providing clerical support and dealing ca-
pably with callers and queries.  More than basic 
computer skills are required.  Please submit 
your resume to our business manager, Harry 
Mosco, no later than September 25. 

CELEBRATION 
RINGERS 
 
Celebration Ringers, 
our high school 
handbell choir, is looking for new ringers for 
this coming year.  Interested 8th -12th grade 
youth must have ability to read music.  Re-
hearsals are on Sunday afternoons at 3:00 pm. 
Please contact Joan Kuehn - joan@flccs.net or 
leave a message with the church office. 

PEW PARTNERS! 
Let us greet one another! 
 
Every Sunday morning 
many of you would come to 

church and head into the Sanctuary to claim  
your spot in your pew.  Perhaps before the prel-
ude or after the postlude you would chat for a 
moment with the people around you.  Cer-
tainly, most would be accustomed to sharing 
the peace with those scattered around you, 
also in their regular seats. We would like to 
continue that time of community and sharing 
the peace with a monthly Zoom gathering of 
your “pew partners!”  
We’re going to need a little help from you to 
make this happen!  While the pastors and 
Marcia are pretty good at remembering who 
sits where, we can’t remember everything!  If 
you could send us your name, which service 
you attend, and perhaps the names of some of 
the folks that sit near you, we can make it hap-
pen! Please email the information to Pastor 
Carrie carrie@flccs.net and we’ll start to get you 
set up for a virtual sharing of the peace at ei-
ther 9, 10 or 11 am on a Sunday morning in the 
month of October!  
Please note that even if you don’t use a com-
puter or tablet you can call into a zoom meet-
ing with just a phone number, so you might 
not see faces that way, but you’ll be a part of 
the conversation! When groups have been 
formed, we’ll send you an email with your 
zoom link and you’ll be set to share the peace! 
https://flccs.net/ministries/pew-partners  

mailto:joan@flccs.net
mailto:carrie@flccs.net
file:///C:/Users/Chris/Desktop/Ekklesia/EKK9-2-20_.pub
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 

 An online community 
 10 am on Thursdays, via 
Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/209040388 

Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 

CHANGE YOUR THINKING, 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE 
 
Do you remember the shaking floor and re-
volving tunnel in the Fun House at the Amuse-
ment Park?  Their goal was to knock you off 
your feet. Eventually, we learned how to navi-
gate them. Don't try to walk straight through 
the revolving tunnel; walk on a slight angle. 
This article's point is that when the ground 
beneath us is shaking, we can learn how to 
navigate this difficulty by changing the way we 
think. 
In last week's article, I wrote about navigating 
difficult times as a pastor. This week I want to 
approach the subject through the eyes of a psy-
chotherapist. 
COVID-19 is making it hard to plan. Before the 
virus, we had a daily routine, which made life 
simple. If you had young children, your morn-
ing was planned around getting them off to 
school. Feed them, pack their lunch, get them 
dressed and out of the house to catch the bus. 
Next, get yourself ready for work.  School 
clothes and lunches were reduced to a few op-
tions.  That has all changed because of the vi-
rus.  We have a lot of small decisions to make 

because our routines are gone. Older people, 
like myself, must plan our activities around 
safe times to go to the store and stay away 
from crowds. Medical appointments have 
become a hassle. Before you can enter the 
doctor's office, you must answer a series of 
questions, have your temperature taken, 
and sanitize your hands. 
The next concern is Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. The holidays are big indoor gath-
erings. Virus spreaders! Celebrating the hol-
idays is a big occasion, but do you invite the 
whole extended family or limit the number 
of people you ask? Maybe it will only be the 
immediate family? 
Having to make these decisions can make 
your head spin, leave you exhausted and 
depressed. The challenge is to move beyond 
the negativity to hope, and we can do it by 
changing the way we think. 
First, we know we will have some control 
over the virus in the future that will allow us 
to return to some normalcy. Picture yourself 
living that future everyday life every time 
you feel like the sky is falling. This simple 
exercise will change your mood. The secret 
is to do it often enough that it becomes a 
habit.  
Secondly, at the end of each day, reflect on 
the day's activity and focus on the things 
that brought you joy. As I was writing this 
article, I paused to watch a squirrel looking 
into the house and imagining what was go-
ing through his mind. It will be one of my 

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
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happy memories of the day. This exercise will 
remind you that every day is full of simple 
pleasures. These simple pleasures add up and 
make our days enjoyable. 
E-mail me the little pleasure you enjoy each 
day, and I will publish them; better, share them 
on our Thursday morning, “A Place to Talk” 
Zoom meeting. 
 
-Pastor Maertens                  hhmaertens@msn.com 

SEPTEMBER INGATHER-
ING FOOD DRIVE FOR 
CARE & SHARE 
 
Typically we would gather around 750 pounds of 
food in the through way in our church building 
during the month of September. Obviously we 
can’t do that in the same way we have before, but 
we do want to do our part to feed the hungry. So 
we are doing a digital food drive through the Care 
& Share foodbank. We’ve set a goal to raise 
$2,000.00 which exceeds the value of our typical 
750 pound food donation. Please consider a small 
donation towards this. Imagine purchasing a few 
boxes of mac & cheese, or several cans of soup and 
give that amount. You can give directly to Care 
and Share through our fundraiser that you’ll see in 
our digital spaces. Or you can you send a check to 
First Lutheran marked for the food drive, and we’ll 
make sure it gets contributed. Thank you! 

INNKEEPER LIVE!  
 

Friday, October 23, 2020, 6:45 pm. 
Let’s continue our long history of 
supporting Lutheran Family Ser-
vices through their Innkeeper din-
ner which this year will be an 

online event. Join in on the fun, featuring 
agency updates, special guests, a silent auc-
tion, and the  paddle raise. Wear your favorite 
Roaring ’20’s attire, pour yourself a glass of 
champagne, and support LFS from home!  
Tickets:  $25 - Individual or $100 - Patron 
(represent typical cost of attending the din-
ner). First Lutheran also has free tickets to give 
away. Contact Marcia@flccs.net to get the link. 
Purchase tickets here https://
lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper. 

MOSAIC FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST:  First 
Lutheran is one of the longest supporters of 
Mosaic, a full service agency helping those 
with intellectual disa-
bilities. Due to Covid 
their annual fundrais-
ing breakfast, Partners 
in Possibilities, will be held online, October 13, 
8:50 am - 9:30 am. 
Join us virtually for a half-hour event and dis-
cover how you can help Mosaic further its mis-
sion of relentlessly pursuing opportunities that 
empower people. To join First Lutheran’s 
group at this event contact marcia@flccs.net. 

mailto:hhmaertes@msn.com
mailto:Marcia@flccs.net
https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper
https://lfsco.ejoinme.org/innkeeper
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through  
September 20            $1,443,551.00 
 
Year to Date  Income through September 20  
                  $1,272,376.00 
  
Amount behind for the year  $    171,175.00 

Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are coming for any of 
the above services by signing up on the 
Connection card, emailing Marcia– 
marcia@flccs.net or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

FALL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
  ON THE FRONT LAWN 
 
• Midweek Services every Wednesday 

with Holy Communion at 9 a.m. and  
        7 p.m. 
 
• Sunday Morning Watch Party at 10 a.m. 
 with activities for kids  
 Holy Communion 
 
All services will continue as weather 
permits. 
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WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server.  
We do not drop anyone off our database list 
unless asked. If you do accidently unsubscribe 
yourself, you may resubscribe at this address: 
https://mailchi.mp/flccs/signup 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

PRAYER VENTURES 

• In the name of the God who creates every hu-
man being out of love, and remembering the 
ELCA social teaching that “the God who justi-
fies expects all people to do justice,” pray that 
more Christians will enter into public conver-
sation about and take action to safeguard the 
dignity due to all children of God. 

 

• Pray that, as Election Day grows closer, our 
conversations, deliberations and decisions 
will be guided by our faith, the teachings of 
Jesus, and our concern for justice, reconcilia-
tion, unity and the well-being of all people 
and communities.  

 

• Conflict and hurtful actions are part of our 
human nature and experience — in the 
church, in society and in the world. Ask God 
to grant us humility, concern for one another 
and, when there is conflict, the courage to 
foreswear vengeance, engage each other and 
work toward truth, understanding, reconcili-
ation and unity. 

 

• Pray for farmers, ranchers and agricultural 
workers as they struggle through the pan-
demic. Ask God to bless every aspect of their 
work, from planning and planting to tending 
crops and animals to harvesting and distrib-
uting their bounty, which feeds the world. 

 

• Pray that the Spirit might help us understand 
and follow the ways and commandments of 
God for the well-being of humanity, and that 
our life together might shine with justice, 
compassion, unity, care for those who suffer 
and a vibrant faith in Jesus Christ. 
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group: 

September 27 
Wes Andersen 
Warren Bent 
Marlene Bigelow 
Arlene Niles 
Larry Sipe 
Jody Wilbur 
 
September 28 
John Oakley 
Laura Safayan 
Paul Schierholz 
 
September 29 
Lisa Christopherson 
Sissel Disbrow 
Zachary Gross 
Bruce Harmon 
Kim Marlin 
Michael Olsen 
Henry Wurzer 
 
September 30 
Kellie Zlab 

October 1 
Kaye Byers 
Sherry Coutts 
Barbara Hauck 
Steve Iskra 
Anne McIntyre 
Judy Robinson 
Frank Sotomayor 
 
October 2 
Susan Anderson 
Macy Jordahl 
Derek Phillips 
Gerri Anne Reed 
 
October 3 
Mackenzie Dixon 
Mary Kerwin 
Caden Mathiesen 

September 29 
Robert & Krista Heavner - 20 years 
 

Congratulations to Anne Zobec 
and Rick Rivers who were 

married Saturday, September 19! 

Happy Birthday and congratulations  to 
Frank Sotomayor  

who will be 93 on October 1! 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Bill 
Jacque Bokelman 
Kirsten & Garrett Boyd 
Brenda Brady 
Linda Branesky 
Jerry Brunet 
Sue Beyer 
Sonny & Sharla Campbell 
Carol & Family 
PR Clark 
Greg Consoullis 
Marci Cornelison 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Anthony Denny 
Julian Denny 
Bill Duven 
Chris Gerbig 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Harry & Larry 
Lindsay Hart 
Valentina Hernandez 
Jody Hinrichs 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Marianne Hill 
Beverly Hodges 
Marian Hollingsworth 
Len Hord 
Terry James 
Josh Jones 
John & Dorothy Kagarise 
Mary Kerwin & Family 

Annette Kester 
Diana Keys 
Gauri Kulkarni & Family 
Jim & Stephanie Kummer 
& Family 
Loretta & Family 
Mark Malone 
Jay McCoy 
Rangelee & Eric Meza 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Hannah & Jeremiah Miller 
Debra Mills 
Larry Moe 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Shari Olson 
Patrick   
Gary Peck 
Don Reed 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
The Simon Family 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
The Swearingen Family 
Tom Tiktin 
Brick Tortora 
Wanda Wade 
Andrew Wheeler 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 
Jim Zeeb 
Michael & Carmen Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES -  
FIRST LUTHERAN IN THE ‘20s 
 
From the church bulletin, October 31, 1926.  Ves-
pers: this evening our congregation will join in 
the union service at the city auditorium.  A 
mass meeting of all the young people’s societies 
will be held in the Little Theater at 6:30 and the 
auditorium meeting will begin at 7:30.  The pas-
tor hopes our congregation will attend in force. 

 
Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office at 
719.632.8836. 
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