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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

It was fun to celebrate Pastor Carrie’s ordination last week and have her recommit to her vows. The 
ordination vows are an important reminder as to what the pastor is and is not. It’s good to go back 
to these kinds of things now and again so we can get our bearings and make sure we are on the right 
track. It’s why when we have installations or receive new members we have the person recite famil-
iar promises to live the Christian life in a particular way pursuing common goals. 
Last week Pastor Carrie affirmed her vows but we left out the promises that the congregation makes 
to pastors when they are ordained. I want to use this space to remind us of these, to close the circle 
so to speak. 

Will you, assembled as the people of God and speaking for the whole church, 
receive this pastor  as a messenger of Jesus Christ, 

sent by God to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? 
Will you regard  this pastor  as a servant of Christ? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 
Will you pray for them 

help and honor them for their work’s sake, 
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 
  
On behalf of Pastor Carrie and myself we want to thank you for keeping your promises to us. This 
congregation is incredible. You know how to honor and help your leaders. I appreciate the way you 
work in a spirit of peace and unity. Thank you for receiving us as servants and messengers of Jesus 
Christ. We are grateful for your partnership in the gospel, especially during these difficult times. We 
are in this together and I’m so glad to be in it with you! 
 
         -Pastor Travis & Pastor Carrie 



cont. p. 4 

13 PENTECOST 2020  
MATTHEW 16: 21-28 

Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
 

Whenever I come across this gospel text the line that sticks out to me is Jesus saying, “Take up your cross and 
follow me.”  I have always heard that as a call to carry our burdens or those of the world around us and follow 
Jesus. It sounds a little bit like whatever you’re facing is small or minimal compared to the cross that Jesus will 
take up, remembering that the cross generally points us towards Jesus death and is the most widely recogniza-
ble symbol of Christianity in the world.  But this text might be asking us to look at the cross differently, not 
from the perspective of knowing how the story ends but recognizing this is our first encounter with the cross. 
How do we look at the cross as not just a symbol of our identity as Christians but as a reminder of that moment 
in time when our identity as Christians was called into question, at a crossroads, at stake, or even in jeopardy? 
Today as much as ever is a time to look at what our Christian identity not only means, but how we live faithfully 
into that identity together.  
 

This is a good time to ask ourselves about how we identify with the cross.  Some wear a cross or hang it in the 
house or stick it to the bumper of your car. I hope it’s not just to show the world who you are but to remind 
yourself of who the world needs you to be. Before the cross signified salvation, it was the instrument of con-
demnation.  When the disciples were told to “pick up their cross and follow me” it was knowing the condemna-
tion that would come; it was realizing that following Christ wouldn’t be easy. It was a sign for what happens 
when power is crossed and when you choose to embody in the world a different expression of power.   
Jesus was headed towards Jerusalem and the days ahead would not be easy; the call to Christian discipleship 
meant that the disciples would face ridicule and difficulty ahead, and they would likely be stumbling blocks 
unto themselves (and to Jesus) just as Jesus had said to Peter.  
 

Before the cross was the symbol it has come to be, it was a reminder of this very moment, of this conversation 
with Jesus and his disciples. It was not knowing the meaning that the cross would come to have, but a call to 
carry everything that it means with us and into our lives as believers in Jesus Christ. It’s that moment when you 
catch a glimpse of what a life calling yourself a Christian really means -- and it makes you hesitate.  Have you 
ever had one of those moments?  Do you ever pause and find yourself wondering if you are living as God had 
intended?   
 

We’ve reached those years in my house where my kids are wondering what they want to be when they grow up?  
For one kid they answer has never changed; as long as we’ve been asking, the answer has been a doctor, a pedia-
trician to be exact.  With the other one, it changed for a long time, different things every time we asked.  Now it 
mostly comes down to being a gymnast.  Although in one of her back to school “all about me” assignments last 
week, she answered that question with she’d like to be a gymnast, but if that doesn’t work out she’ll be presi-
dent.  So, there’s that.  I had to stop and think back what it was that I wanted to be when I grew up.   
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

It’s funny, how it changed over the years but always in 
the back of my mind I knew that someday I would be a 
pastor.  I had many influences growing up in the 
church that affirmed that call for me, but I don’t know 
that I was ever really ready to answer it.  As a teenager 
and even into college it was almost like I was too em-
barrassed to say that was what I wanted to do, or what 
I felt that God wanted me to do.  Seems like hiding 
under a bushel now or to look at the text today it 
would seem that the stumbling block in this case was 
me.  I went to college to be a nurse, but after failing 
chemistry twice decided that wasn’t going to work. I 
ended up with degrees in International Studies and 
Geography, moved to Washington D.C. after college 
and worked in the civil helicopter industry doing legis-
lative affairs and then event planning.  Finally ended 
up working for the Metro D.C. Synod at the same time 
that I finally started the Candidacy Process to go to 
seminary and leading to a path for ordination.  In July 
of 2004, one month before I was to start seminary, I 
was offered a new job in D.C.  It was to be the lead 
event planner at a fancy schmancy restaurant down-
town, not far from the White House.  I was torn.  This 
was the kind of thing that I loved to do, planning par-
ties and events, running the floor on the day of the 
event.  But what awful timing.  I took a day off and 
drove up to Gettysburg, I spent the day on campus 
wandering around, praying and looking for some sign 
of what to do.  I’m not sure that there was ever any 
sign that day, but I knew as I left campus that day that 
it was the place God intended for me to be.  
 

The moment when you are told that the life you 
thought you wanted, planned for, prayed for, was not 
the life God had in mind for you. The moment when 
you might have to choose whether you are willing to 
have something else, or someone else, have more con-
trol over your life than you do. Those are tough mo-
ments and often we’re really good at ignoring them, 
but the disciples who were right there in that first in-
stance of the cross had their own choices to make in 

that time and place.   
 

So, what did Jesus mean in this first instance with the 
cross?  What would it look like to take up your cross? 
Remember Jesus was a radical. He did not just go with 
the flow, and he wasn’t a man of great power or a lead-
er that exhibited great power in the way that power 
was understood.  To take up the cross, which was a 
sign of condemnation, would mean that the disciples 
needed to have the willingness to stand against power 
that silences and oppresses, the insistence on speaking 
up for those the world would crucif, the courage to call 
a thing what it is. It meant the resolution to renounce 
those systems and institutions and leaders who choose 
themselves over others, who eschew community for 
the sake of their own betterment, who laud their cross-
es as a mark of their own works and not as being a 
blessing for others.  We bear the cross in the hope that 
we are a blessing to others.  We bear the cross in our 
baptism as we remember and live into the promises 
that we will live among God's faithful people, learn to 
trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made and to work 
for justice and peace. 
Today, for me, 10 years and a day after my ordination I 
remember my vows to preach and teach in accordance 
with the holy scriptures and to give faithful witness in 
the world, that God’s love may be known in all that I 
do. 
 

Together we bear our cross to live a life of blessing to 
others, and it is then that we also live into the promise 
of hope in the resurrection that brings us to the other 
side of the cross that is our salvation. 
And so before the cross once again absconds into the 
all familiar proclamation about suffering and sins and 
salvation; before the cross fades into the ubiquity that 
assumes everyone knows what it means, we need to 
preach and hear Jesus’ sermon about the cross, saying, 
“Get behind me Satan.” For the biggest stumbling 
blocks that we might face in our life of faith are often 
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ourselves as we set our minds not on divine thing, but 
on human things.   
 

So today, unlike so many other messages and even the 
beloved theology of the cross to some degree, I ask you 
to think about what does the cross really mean to you? 
Not what you think it should mean because you’ve been 
told what it should mean, because you are a Christian, 
because you go to church, because you are worried 
about what the pastor will think, or because you fear 
that you might get kicked out of church altogether as 
some sort of imposter believer.   The answers we come 
up with might vary greatly.  For some it might be that 
theologically the life of Jesus means more than his 
death, that bearing witness to Christ in how he lived 
his life and to the foot of the cross is as much what 
God wanted for us to learn and know as receiving the 
salvation that comes to us in his death and resurrec-
tion. We might also at the same time, resist “take up 
your cross” as a justification for suffering or some sort 
of victimization or martyrdom for its own sake. For 
any claim to suffering we might make I could not im-
agine coming anywhere close to Jesus’ sacrifice. Yet, if 
the cross is a symbol for defiance of unobscured pow-
er? If the cross is representative of the absolute cer-
tainty of the incarnation? If the cross is a model for 
resistance to the status quo? If the cross reflects our 
human propensity to eliminate the voices that call for 
justice, for mercy, for compassion, for love? Well then, 
I am all for the cross. And I will readily take up that 
cross, any day. I hope you will too. 
 

And finally, in the closing verses of our text instead of 
claiming the privileges of Sonship to call on God’s 
angels for his own benefit, he used his privilege to 
save, heal, and restore the lives of sick and marginal-
ized persons. Instead of grasping after worldly varie-
ties of power and authority, he opened the kingdom of 
the heavens to all who would follow after him in the 
way of righteousness. Jesus refused to fall into the 
Tempter’s trap and be diverted from God’s mission. 

He showed the falsehood of the world’s measures of 
authority. Along the way, he revealed what it looks 
like to serve in the ways of God. 
 

At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus’ response to Peter echoes 
his wilderness repudiation of the devil. He refuses to 
avoid the journey that lies ahead, despite the fact 
that pointless suffering, caused by human sin and 
violence toward an innocent one, will appear to win 
(as he outlines in this first of three passion predic-
tions).  
 

So today even as Jesus tells Peter to “get behind me 
Satan”, we remember that he is already and always 
going ahead of his followers—the first one to face 
the worst that the world can do. This is what makes 
it possible for those who want “to become my follow-
ers” to take up their own cross and follow. 
Jesus puts his life on the line ahead of all who follow 
him. Whether to the forsaken places of the wilder-
ness or the centers of human might and authority, 
Jesus is there. 
 

And I leave you with questions today, questions I 
ask myself as I live into my call with the same excite-
ment and trepidation that I did ten years ago. How 
might the Messiah’s presence enable today’s disci-
ples to follow “behind Jesus,” even when the pro-
spects are frightening, or the personal costs are 
high? What might they do for the sake of the world if 
they trusted in the promise of the One who goes 
ahead of them?  Take up your cross, take up your 
cross. 
 
              -Pastor Carrie 
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CONFIRMATION IS 
MOVING TO 
WEDNESDAY! 
 

Starting on September 9th, we will be offering Wednes-
day Night LIGHT (Living in God’s Holy Truth), a 7 pm 
worship service for confirmation students, their fami-
lies, and any other interested community members. 
After the service the confirmation students will go with 
Michaela Eskew, our Minister of Faith Formation, for 
an outdoor large group fireside chat on the week’s topic 
for the remainder of the hour. One of our pastors will 
lead an adult fireside chat for parents and other wor-
shippers. 
 

On Wednesday, October 21st we will begin our entirely 
online Zoom meetings. We will lose the worship com-
ponents, but games and other interactive activities will 
be added. We will continue on Zoom until we feel that 
we can secure the safety of our teenagers, returning to 
the outdoor worship if we can in the spring.  
 

If you are interested in joining our Confirmation class 
this year, you can find an information packet and regis-
tration form on the youth page of the website. If you 
have an interested youth that is older than 9th grade or 
is in 9th grade and missed the first year, reach out 
to Michaela and we will find a way to accommodate 
them. 

SEPTEMBER YOUTH CALENDAR 
 
4 -  Friday Movie Night, 8-10 pm: Facing the   
  Giants 
6 -  No Youth Group 
10-  Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 pm for grades  
  3 - 5  & 7-8 pm for grades 6 - 8  
11 -  Friday Movie Night, 8-10 pm: The BFG 
13 -  Rally Sunday!: 10-11 am Sunday School   
  Carnival, 11-12 pm Drive-By Sunday School  
  Blessing, 2-4 pm Youth Group Color War   
  and Carnival (Middle School and High    
  School) 
14 -  Game Night with Kristi, 6-7 pm for grades 
   3-5  & 7-8 pm for grades 6 - 8 
18 -  Friday Movie Night, 8-10 pm: Frozen II 
20 - Youth Group Zoom Online: 2-3 pm for    
  grades 6 - 8, 3-4 pm for grades 9 - 12 
  Topic: Adam, Eve, and the Apple: What was  
  God thinking? 
  Game: Pictionary 
24 -  Minecraft Game Night, 6-7 pm for grades  
  3 - 5 & 7-8 pm for grades 6 - 8 
25 - Friday Movie Night, 8-10 pm: A Beautiful Day 
  in the Neighborhood 
27 - Youth Group Hike and Cook Out at Red    
  Rocks Open Space, Middle School and High  
  School, 2-4 pm 

mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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Our church is hosting ‘Watch Parties’ at 8 and 
10 am on Sunday mornings. At the 10 am 
‘service’, children are invited to a short program 
on the south side of the building after the kids’ 
message and before communion.  

SEPTEMBER: PRESCHOOL – 
5TH GRADE 

FAMILY MOVIE 
NIGHTS ON THE 
LAWN  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
8 PM 
 
Everyone is invited!   As long as 
the weather holds we’ll be show-

ing a family-friendly movie every Friday 
night.  This week it’s Facing the Giants. Football 
coach Grant Taylor tries to inspire his team to use 
faith to conquer fear and opposing teams. . We have 
to wait until it gets a little dark, so it starts at 8 
pm.  Bring a blanket or chairs and a mask or 
face shield. Kids under the age of 13 must be ac-
companied by a parent.  Youth between 13 – 18 
are welcome to come alone if their guardian has 
submitted the Youth Permission Form on site or 
online https://flccs.net/ministries/youth-group-
permission-form.  Kids are welcome to bring 
friends as long as their parents have submitted 
the same form. Hope to see you there! 

Sept 6  -  The First Passover – A Chalk Walk  
      Talk 
Sept 13  - Crossing the Red Sea – Rally Day! 
Sept 20  - Manna from Heaven – Gathering  
     Manna Relay 
Sept 27  -  Water from a Stone – Painting   
     Rocks 

https://flccs.net/ministries/youth-group-permission-form
https://flccs.net/ministries/youth-group-permission-form
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BECOME INVOLVED 

EMBRACING THE PROPHETS IN  
CONTEMPORARY CULTURE 
with Rev. Walter Brueggemann 
10:30 am via Zoom 
September 13 through October 18, 2020 
 
The prophets have left a rich legacy for people of 
faith to study and to help us to understand the 
character of God. They are loved for their poetic 
prose.  But who were the prophets and why did they 
become a voice of such opposition? 
The prophets engaged in the hard work of truth 
telling about the reality of their country’s pending 
demise. Israel was in spiritual, political, and eco-
nomic decline. There was great economic inequali-
ty, and   the people were worshipping false gods. 
Although the empire was in decline, the culture still 
hailed the wealth and greatness of the nation.  The 
prophets’ words broke through the cultural denial 
that all was well. 
 These courageous  prophets were social outcasts 
who were often ignored and ostracized for their 
views.  Jeremiah complained to God about how 
badly he was treated.  He was threatened with 
death, deported to Egypt, he was beaten and put in 
jail, and thrown in a cistern. He was poor and re-
jected by family and friends.  Rabbi Abraham 
Heschel, an old testament scholar, said that “The 
prophets are persons who suffer from a profound 
maladjustment to the spirit of society, with its con-
ventional lies, with its concessions to man’s weak-
ness. This maladaptation can be characterized as 
moral madness (as opposed to psychological 
madness)”.   

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 

EMBRACING THE PROPHETS IN  
CONTEMPORARY CULTURE, cont. 
 
The mind of the prophet seems to live in a 
realm different from the world which most of 
us inhabit. Yet, they bring back lessons that are 
of supreme importance to society. 
Join us for this 6-week study for a fresh look at 
these passionate men whose lives were defined 
by their sympathy with God and concern for 
their community. Their extraordinary lives 
provide a lens through which we can view our 
contemporary culture and look for God’s inten-
tions for our lives. 
There is no reading required, but we have sug-
gested readings for each lesson that will enrich 
the study. 
The suggested readings for the first study are: 
Exodus: chapters 1-7, 13-14, 16-17 ,19-20, 32. 
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FIRST LUTHERAN MOM'S GROUP 
Online via Zoom 
8 pm on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 
 

Moms of all ages are welcome! 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85184821426 
 

Meeting ID: 851 8482 1426 

FIRST LUTHERAN SEPTEMBER  
INGATHERING FOOD DRIVE FOR 
CARE & SHARE 
 
Typically we would 
gather around 750 
pounds of food in 
the through way in 
our church building 
during the month of September. Obviously we 
can’t do that in the same way we have before, but 
we do want to do our part to feed the hungry. So 
we are doing a digital food drive through the Care 
& Share foodbank. We’ve set a goal to raise 
$2,000.00 which exceeds the value of our typical 
750 pound food donation. Please consider a small 
donation towards this. Imagine purchasing a few 
boxes of mac & cheese, or several cans of soup and 
give that amount. You can give directly to Care 
and Share through our fundraiser that you’ll see in 
our digital spaces. Or you can you send a check to 
First Lutheran marked for the food drive, and we’ll 
make sure it gets contributed. Thank you! 
 

LFSRM INNKEEPER AND MOSAIC 
VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 

This year, both the Lutheran Family Service Inn-
keeper Dinner and MOSAIC Breakfast have had 
to make some changes for their annual fund-
raiser events.  Both events will be a Virtual 
Event/Zoom Webinars. Lutheran Family Ser-
vices Innkeeper event is Friday, October 23, 
from 7 - 8 pm, and MOSAIC’s event is Tuesday, 
October 13, from9 - 9:30 am.   
 

These agencies have a long and special history 
with First Lutheran Church and are included  in 
our annual budget.  Each of their goals is to 
raise unrestricted funds to serve the people they 
support and to share their story and raise 
awareness about their mission with the commu-
nity.  MOSAIC serves many with intellectual and 
mental disabilities in the Colorado Springs area. 
Lutheran Family Services has a strong commit-
ment to serve with their programs of adoption, 
disaster response, foster care, family support, 
refugees and much more.   
 

Each of these agencies is holding their fundrais-
er in October.  MOSAIC is a free virtual event 
and Lutheran Family Services is hosting a Pa-
tron Ticket for $25.00.   (More information will 
be sent you for the ZOOM sign in at a later 
date.) 
 

We would love for you to join First Lutheran in 
one or both events to learn more about the or-
ganizations. These are fundraising events and 
we encourage you to give as you feel led.  Please 
contact Marcia Foret, Director of Lay Ministries 
for more information at marcia @flccs.net or by 
calling the church at 719.632.8836. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426
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MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

A PLACE TO TALK 
 
An online community 
Resumes 10am on Thursday, 
September 10, via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/209040388 
Or call in: 1-346-248-7799  
Meeting code: 209040388# 
 
Summer is drawing to an end, school will soon 
be starting, and our days will get busy. I am 
sitting at the dining room table as I type this. 
It is a beautiful day in Woodland Park. The 
birds are active at the feeders—the grosbeaks 
have returned and the hummingbirds, includ-
ing a first- time visitor, a Calliope, are feeding 
on the petunias. The squirrels are still trying to 
figure out how to get to the feeders. Before me 
spreads Pike National Forest with a clear view 
of Pikes Peak. If I take out my binoculars, I can 
trace the road switch backing up the moun-
tain. Ridge Drive, where we live, is 250 feet 
above Woodland Park, so no houses block my 
view. In other words, I can tune out the world 
and pretend I am hundreds of miles away 
from civilization.   
 
However, the coming of fall reminds me my 
idyllic days of leisure are coming to an end, 
and the real world beckons. It is time to plan 
for resuming, "A Place to Talk." Jan Anderson, 
David Fenell, and I have discussed the format 
for "A Place to Talk." We will begin with each 
person giving a brief update on how they are 
doing and then go into an open chat. There 
will be no set topic for discussion. However, 
folks can introduce an issue for conversation. 

For example: "I am anxious about my grandchil-
dren going back into the classroom. Do any of 
you have the same concerns?"  
 
"A Place to Talk" will resume on Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, at 10:00 am. We will use Zoom. The 
identification number is 209 040 388. Infor-
mation about the Zoom meeting is in the Ekkle-
sia. When you sign into the Zoom meeting, 
please mute your microphone until everyone 
has their turn to speak. When you want to talk, 
please indicate that before you un-mute your 
microphone. Keeping your microphone muted 
helps people like myself who are hard of hear-
ing.  
 
I have missed our weekly get-togethers and am 
looking forward to September 10th.   

Please e-mail me at hhmaertens@msn.com for 
any comments.  

Be safe and stay healthy.  

              -Pastor Maertens  

https://zoom.us/j/209040388
mailto:hhmaertens@msn.com
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CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING 
 
We have now just passed five  months since we have started living in ways that are meant to slow a 
pandemic.  We have stayed at home, we have worn masks, we have stayed at least six feet apart from 
people that we don’t live with.  If someone had told me a year ago that this is what 2020 would look like, 
I most certainly would not have believed them.  
 
As we lean into the fall of this strange year we’ll be looking at ways we can reach out to continue caring 
for one another in the midst of a pandemic.  Our Christian Caregivers program has long been one that 
includes visiting the homebound and hospitalized, writing notes, and making calls.  In this time the 
pastors and caregivers have not been able to make visits to homes or hospitals, this has been hard for 
all involved as people do indeed crave community and contact. We are currently exploring the possibil-
ity of “front porch visits” for our homebound members, continuing with calls and notes, and gathering 
together online.   
If you would like to learn more about ways that you can stay connected to our congregation through 
different ways of offering care we will be having a Zoom meeting on Tuesday, September 8th from 7-8 
pm.  For more information and the Zoom link please send an email to Pastor Carrie at carrie@flccs.net. 

THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
This past weekend I was able to celebrate the 10th anniversary of my ordination, and 
while I wasn’t able to be with you all, I am so blessed to be your pastor.  I was deeply 

moved by the kind words that you shared with me in the cards I received and in worshiping with you 
on Wednesday and Sunday.  I have learned so much about faithful ministry and generosity in my time 
here at First Lutheran. I thank you for growing with me, guiding me, and walking with Christ in this 
journey together. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Carrie 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through  
August 25              $1,321,138.00 
Year to Date  Income through August 25    
                  $ 1,195,963.00 
Amount behind for the year - Preliminary 
                 $    125,175.00 

Suspending worship might threaten the finan-
cial well-being of the congregation. We still 
have a large staff to pay as well as other bills. 
We want to continue to support those agencies 
that help those hardest hit during times like 
this. Please continue to support this ministry 
with your offerings.  
When you receive envelopes in the mail you’ll 
notice a larger white envelope. That is a post-
age paid envelope you can use to mail in your 
offering. We also have the ability to receive of-
ferings online at www.flccs.net. Just click on the 
“GIVE” tab and then “MAKE A DONATION” and 
follow those instructions. You can even set it up 
to draft automatically each month, which 
would really help the church during this time. 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 

HOLY 
COMMUNION  
 
Beginning September 9, 
services with communion 
will be held on the lawn 
EVERY Wednesday at 9 
am & 7 pm.  The theme for 
the 9 am service will be 
“The Church Has Issues”. The theme for the 7 pm 
service will  be the Catechism and the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

SUNDAY MORNING  
WATCH PARTIES 
8 & 10 am on the lawn 
 
Children’s activity after the Children’s  
Message. 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

 SIGN UP 
 
Please let us know you are coming for any of 
the above services by signing up on the 
Connection card, emailing Marcia– 
marcia@flccs.net or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

http://www.flccs.net
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WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server.  
We do not drop anyone off our database list 
unless asked. If you do accidently unsubscribe 
yourself, you may resubscribe at this address: 
https://mailch.mp/flccs/signup 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

PRAYER VENTURES 
• Give thanks for how God sustains us and nur-

tures our hope through interactions with 
friends, family, siblings in Christ, strangers 
and communities of faith ― in person and by 
phone, text, email, online meetings, posted 
notes and cards, and acts of kindness. 

 
•  How do you respond when someone asks you 

about your faith, your beliefs, the church or 
who Jesus is? Pray that the Spirit will inspire 
our boldness and clarity as we, respecting and 
welcoming people’s questions, talk about our 
faith, recognize and seek opportunities to 
bear witness to God’s presence and work in 
the world, and reveal the Jesus we know and 
follow through our actions and prayerful con-
versations. 

 
•  Pray for students beginning a new academic 

year, that they will adjust quickly to new ways 
of learning, being together and interacting 
safely. Ask the Spirit to inspire our communi-
ties of faith to provide support, encourage-
ment and help for children, youth, young 
adults and parents, especially during these 
beginning weeks and months of school. 

 
•  “In one body we have many members, and 

not all the members have the same function, 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of an-
other.” Give thanks and praise to God for the 
diverse gifts, skills and life experiences we 
have been given, which we share in the body 
of Christ to build each other up and do God’s 
work in the world. 
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group: 

September 6 
Mike Anderson 
Susanne Baker 
Sofia Spaziani 
Anna Wiese 
 
September 7 
Sue Badgett 
Sherry Hoerl 
Lucas Jack 
Emily Kleine 
Carol Kochis 
Grayson Swanner 
 
September 8 
Kaylyn Beichner 
Jason Chlebus 
Dana Park 
Karla Roth 
Grant Wilkinson 
 
September 9 
Chuck Anspach 
Gayle Gross 
Jonathan Haller 

September 10 
Brenda DeLuca 
Stephanie Haas 
Cory Hesselberg 
Caitlin McMillan 
Carol Palmen 
Susan Roberts 
Laurel Sorensen 
 
September 11 
Leta Gatchel 
Julian Green 
Kayleigh Par 
Lanna Schroeder 
 
September 12 
Kevin Lundmark 
Matt Plowman 

September 6 
Sandra & Martin Winkler - 24 years 
 
September 7 
Denise & Ray Gandy - 46 years 
Dave & Pat Hardin - 52 years 
Christie & Jemmy Henry - 7 years 
Paul & Deborah Steinke - 46 years 
 
September 8 
Bob & Shirley Biemesderfer - 64 years 
Jim & Jeannie Hattersley - 64 years 
Pastor Travis & Tori Norton - 13 years 
Gudrun & Doni Vest - 51 years 
 
September 9 
Brad & Marilyn Kuhn - 37 years 
 
September 10 
Kim & Chad Banks - 9 years 
Ross & Jenn Walton - 15 years 
 
September 11 
Jack & Linda Collier - 49 years 
 
September 12 
Christeen & William Boyd - 11 years 
Dale & Rinda Dunson - 51 years 
Ardy & George Sawaya - 14 years 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Carmen Ash 
Bill 
Linda Branesky 
Jerry Brunet 
Carol & Family 
Monika Cline 
Greg Consoullis 
Marci Cornelison 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Bill Duven 
Chris Gerbig 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Wayne Haring 
Lindsay Hart 
Valentina Hernandez 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Beverly Hodges 
Marian Hollingsworth 
Ken & Ida Lou Huber 
Cassandra Mueller 
Josh Jones 
Mary Kerwin 
Annette Kester 
Diana Keys 
Dorcas Kuns 
Jay McCoy 

Brandon Miller & 
Family 
Debra Mills 
Larry Moe 
John & Evenly Mueller 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Gary Peck 
Don Reed 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
The Simon Family 
Joan Sparks 
Evelyn Spencer 
Marion Spencer 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Pastor Peter Swan 
Tom Tiktin 
Brick Tortora 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 
Jim Zeeb 
Michael & Carmen 
Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

 
Please email any prayer 
requests to flc@flccs.net, 
or call the church office at 
719.632.8836. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family of 

JOHN BRUNK 
Moyer Brunk’s husband;  

Gary & David’s father; Angela’s father-in-law; 
grandfather of three. 

Burial was February 7th at Pikes Peak 
National Cemetery. 

A memorial service for  
MARK CUNNINGHAM 

will be held on September 4  
at 11 am in our Sanctuary.  

The service will also be live streamed on  
First Lutheran’s YouTube channel. 
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Sunday School officially kicks off on Sunday, September 13th! We will be offering in-
person and drive-by options to kick this church year off with a celebration! This 
year’s Sunday School theme is Love Your Neighbor, so let’s start our year with 
loving each other responsibly with proper physically distanced events and mask 
wearing.  
 

During the 10 am worship watch party we will have carnival-themed games and 
activities on the lawn. We will also offer an in-person Children’s Message and an 
extra special blessing for our children as they start this new church year.  
 

We request that you bring a donation for Family Promise. Family Promise is a pro-
gram for homeless families. Right now they need children’s clothing (new) and 
school supplies, but you could also just bring a few spare coins. In exchange for this 
goodwill offering, the children will receive tickets for our carnival games on the 
lawn.  
 

For our drive-by offering, our pastors as well as Michaela, Shelly, and Linda will be 
hanging out in the back parking lot from 11 am-12 pm to accept donations to 
Family Promise, provide each car with a blessing for the school year, and deliver a 
goody bag that will help the children get excited about our online Sunday school 
offerings this year. This drive-by gathering will be the beginning of a new tradition 
this year as we seek to maintain person-to-person contact with our families amidst 
this pandemic. Students that attend in person worship on Rally Day will also re-
ceive these activity bags upon leaving. 


