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On August 9th at 8 and 10 am we will begin holding Sunday worship watch 

parties on the front lawn of the church. We’ll have a large screen set up and 

we’ll watch the online worship together, then celebrate Holy Communion. At 

the 10 am service we’ll have a concurrent children’s program that will evolve 

into Sunday School in September. We know we can’t do this forever, but we 

will take advantage of the mild weather while we can and worship together 

before temperatures drop, and we go back to worship at home. 

There are conditions, of course. We will only do this if the State of Colorado is 

in Phase 2 or better. The weather has to be appropriate, so if it drops be-

low 50 or is raining or inclement, we’ll make a decision to cancel for that week. 

We’ll require masks and physical distancing, of course. 

Sign up on the form we emailed you, on the website or just call the church to 

RSVP. This, of course, is another experiment. We’ll be watching the worship 

video together to emphasize unity, knowing that most of the congregation 

will choose to continue to worship as they have been for both convenience and 

safety. And we recognize that this is a short window where we can take ad-

vantage of weather conducive to outdoor worship. That window will eventual-

ly close and we’ll resume worshipping exclusively online. 

See you on Wednesday, Sunday or online . 

        -Pastor Travis 

Introducing Sunday Morning Outdoor Worship 

Watch Parties 
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From the Pastor 

I remember when I was in confirmation our leader had a way of quieting us down using the words of 
Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God.” She would have us repeat the psalm after her, but each 
time she would take off one word.  

Be still and know that I am God 
Be still and know that I am 

Be still and know 
Be still 

Be 
 

It was wonderfully effective. Each knew repetition brought our attention to a different aspect of the 
psalm and of God. The exercise finished with us just saying the word “Be” and experiencing the gift of 
just being present.  
I feel we need this kind of practice today. It seems that people are on edge. They’ve been under re-
striction too long; little things are setting us off. We aren’t being ourselves. These are difficult times 
and we need reminding that we have God to lean on. God is in charge, God is on the throne, God 
watches over and cares for us. We can be still.  
I pray for each of you today, that you might experience the peace of God that passes all understanding. 
I pray that you will find peace in your souls that allows you to make it through the stresses and distrac-
tions of our current age. I pray that your knowledge of God will still your being and allow you to expe-
rience rest and security in God’s presence. You don’t need to do anything, just be. 
 
                                         -Pastor Travis 



co

9 Pentecost 2020 
Matthew 14: 13-21 

With the cooler weather we’ve been having this last week and the rain, it seemed like a good time to bake some 
bread.  It’s one of my favorite things to do.  I’ve learned that with just a few simple ingredients I can make some-
thing really beautiful.  So today you’re going to bake with me and we’ll share in the gospel message of the feeding 
of the 5000.   
The story is one that I suspect most of you are at least a little bit familiar with.  Jesus had been out teaching and 
healing, in the midst of miracles, really, and as he moved from place to place, people often caught wind of it and 
would follow him or meet him in the places that he would stop and linger.  In this story he came ashore from the 
sea and took compassion upon the people who met him there healing the sick. As night fell the disciples came 
and told him to send the crowd away to go and find food for themselves. Jesus said no that they would feed them 
where they were. Have you ever had this happen? Some friends stopped in and you lingered on the porch or the 
deck, and as time passed you thought, “I really need to offer these folks something. So you head for your pantry 
to see what you have? This is what Jesus did, too. What do we have here?  They came up with just a little bread 
and a few fish. But it’s amazing what you can do with the little bit that you have on hand sometimes. 
 
MIX 
Since this pandemic started, I have taken up some bread baking of my own.   
I have always loved to cook and to entertain, but bread had always been a little intimidating, making something 
delicious out of so few, plain ingredients. I wonder, how does that translate to us, to God’s people. What are the 
benefits of mixing us all together? Church, better together. 
 
KNEAD 
The mixing might be one of the more challenging parts of bread baking really. And honestly, I’ll tell you, most of 
the time I use the mixer for it. But sometimes I like to knead the dough, to feel it changing in my hands. It goes 
from very separate ingredients, that are fighting to maintain their own integrity to stay separate from one an-
other, into slowly being combined, at first kind of crumbly, maybe somedays too dry or too wet. So, we adjust.  
One of the interesting things is that once you’ve started you can’t take anything out. We have to work to solve the 
mess we’ve created!  So, we add a little more water, maybe a bit more flour and keep combining. When I take the 
time to knead dough I find it meditative; I like to pray over it. I remember what it is becoming and all the ingre-
dients that will get it to where it needs to be. We start with simple, plain ingredients and watch with wonder 
what they become.  This is the journey of the church as well.  It’s what Jesus did in his ministry; he collected peo-
ple along the way. He walked with them, maybe offered adjustments or course corrections but knew that togeth-
er they could become the church, filled with grace, offering forgiveness as we walk together in our  journeys.  
 
RISE   FALL   RISE 
The next couple of steps in our bread baking are the ones that take the longest and require the most patience. 
This is where the yeast is going to work to make the bread rise and give you just the right texture. It’s what takes 
the bread from just a lump of dough into a lighter and puffier lump of dough and ready to bake. But after the 
dough rises, you have to punch it down. It almost seems counterintuitive to push all the air out of it and flatten it 
out. I wonder how many times Jesus had the air punched out of his sails? Or any of us. We believe that we are on  
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Sermon, cont. from p. 4 

the right path to live a Christ-like life, that we have 
joined together with a community to make the best 
choices for us and to support each other with this 
new abundance that is evident. Yet we still feel beat 
up; sometimes we come up with what feels empty 
handed.  The disciples on the lakeshore surely felt 
that way when Jesus told them to feed all the people 
with what they had. I’m sure they were anxious, 
feeling silly that this plan couldn’t possibly work. 
But in taking what they had and sharing it, there 
was plenty to go around. The bread rises, and falls, 
and then rises again. Jesus fed his people; he gath-
ered a crowd with him and then he went to Jerusa-
lem. While the bread rises again it takes the shape 
of the vessel it will be baked in.  As I’ve been doing 
more bread baking, I’ve had to really practice some 
patience in understanding that not all bread rises at 
the same speed. The recipe usually says, “Let rise for 
45-60 minutes or until dough doubles in size.”  It's 
different for every loaf I make. Isn’t that true of 
people, too. As we follow Jesus our paths are all go-
ing to be different as we live out our call with the 
gifts that we have. But it is the abundance we are 
given in Christ of grace, of mercy, of love, that is 
always with us, waiting to be found by us as we ad-
just our courses and recognize the abundance that 
comes to us through a loving God. 
 
BAKE 
When it’s finally time to put the bread in the oven, 
you will have a pretty good idea of what the final 
outcome is going to be. I know sometimes my pa-
tience has worn thin, and I’ve put some in that has 
not had a good rise, I hope that in the oven more 
work will happen, and the bread will rise a little bit 
more. That’s when I end up with a short, dense loaf 
of bread. And that’s going to happen; we’re going to 
make a mistake or charge forward too quickly. The 
redemption comes in knowing that you can still 
make something else from it or start again.  How 
often do we have to fail at something so we can be 
better at it the next go round? I’m sure that the dis-

ciples thought they were going to have a mess on 
their hands with not enough food for all of the peo-
ple. Yet, there was plenty to go around. They trust-
ed that Jesus would lead them to serve all the peo-
ple who were there, all the people. Not just the 
men, not just those in the front, not just the ones 
who had been following him and already believed 
that he was the Savior. Jesus provides enough for 
everyone through the entirety of the community. 
We have plenty, but we have even more when we 
share with those around us. It’s time to build a big-
ger table and know that Jesus will join us there and 
provide for our needs.  If you have something to 
bring to that table to share, to nourish the souls 
around you, then we will all have enough. And like 
my small, dense loaf of bread what we have to offer 
others to fill their bodies and souls might not be 
perfect coming from us but is perfected in the love 
of Christ who wants to nourish all of God’s people 
in heart and soul and mind.  So, we take our imper-
fect selves to the table of Christ and we receive that 
which strengthens us in the body and blood of 
Christ. 
 
FINISHED PRODUCT 
Add what you want on top; these are the blessings 
that we can share with others. 
Finally, the bread is finished, and we have to decide 
what to do with it. Sometimes all the bread turns 
out great and then it gets delivered to friends, shar-
ing the abundance. Sometimes the bread falls flat, 
and I make something else from it, usually crou-
tons or bread pudding. Never do I throw it away. 
The work that has gone into making it, the mix of 
ingredients used, should not be wasted. When it 
falls flat, it usually means that somewhere along 
the way, I didn’t follow a step, I grew impatient, or 
perhaps I wasn’t using the right ingredients. So, I 
adjust, I try again.  This is the life of a Christian; we 
might not get it right all the time. Perhaps we are 
not following the way God has invited us to in lis-
tening to our neighbors. Perhaps we chose the 
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wrong ingredients to prioritize how we live our 
Christ-like lives. Maybe we just were impatient in our 
waiting to know what exactly it is that Christ is call-
ing us to share. The joy is that Christ has blessed us 
with the abundance to try again. We might feel like 
we can’t rise and fall one more time, but Christ will 
always provide us with the right ingredients and the 
right community that will lead all to be fed in his 
mercy and grace. Somedays the bread turns out bet-
ter than expected and I take that opportunity to 
share God’s abundance. Somedays the bread is flat; 
it’s disappointing, and I’ll try again, but even in dis-
appointment there is new life to be made out of 
something that is less than perfect. God doesn’t ask 
us to be perfect; he ask’s us to follow Christ, to share 
the gospel message. Some days that will be in tri-
umph, and somedays the message comes in struggle. 
Either way it is meant to be shared and to provide 
nourishment to a people who are hungry. 
 
So many things in our lives today are about the final 
product. I find that the journey along the way just as 
important.  It’s where the mixing happens, where we 
pull in different people along the way, where we can 
take lots of ideas and thoughts and mix them togeth-
er to come up with something whole.  It’s the rising 
and the falling that we all inevitably do along the 
paths in our life.  When we invite Jesus into our jour-
ney, he completes us, he takes what we have and mul-
tiplies it in ways that provide an abundance for all 
around us. I think of that day on the lake shore, all of 
the people who had come to see Jesus, 5000 men plus 
the women and children and what it must have been 
like to be in that crowd. As night was upon them, they 
must have been getting hungry. They had found their 
way to Jesus, following him to a rather deserted 
place, watching him heal the sick and take compas-
sion on them. With what looked like a meager offer-
ing of two loaves and five fish, Jesus fed the people.  
He multiplied what was available; he created an 
abundance out of a simple offering and he created 
community around a table. It seems like each time I 

read a story in the Bible that speaks to community, 
to how God has gathered us in a specific place, at a 
specific time, it gives me goosebumps. God draws us 
together to share in our lives through community. 
It’s there that we find Jesus offering all that he has 
for us and making what might seem meager in that 
moment into an abundance.  He does this for us all 
the way to the cross with his teaching and healing 
along the way, which to some may have seemed 
small if it didn’t directly affect them or left them 
wondering why he didn’t do more.  His entry into 
Jerusalem was actually less than triumphal; he came 
on a donkey not a majestic steed, and he didn’t hold 
any rally when he got there.  He entered the upper 
room for a Passover meal and spent his final night 
gathered with those who were friends, sharing in a 
meal and telling them that he would always be with 
them in that meal, in community gathered around 
the table.  He goes to the cross, an awful, shameful, 
lowly way to die in disgrace.  All of these final paths 
to the resurrection were events that many might 
have viewed as less than or not enough to expect 
from a savior.  But they were all a part of the mix in 
naming Jesus as the bread of life.  When all of his 
acts were mixed together, when his people had gath-
ered in community over and again to be with him, to 
learn from him, to try to figure out what the final act 
was going to be, he was crucified and put in the 
tomb.  It was three days later that he rose, and we 
were all given new life in Christ.  In that resurrec-
tion life we are given grace and mercy; we are joined 
by Christ in his meal of Holy Communion, and we 
live in abundance knowing that God is with us and 
Christ is for us. We are called to share that in com-
munity with those around us giving ourselves away 
as bread for the hungry just as Christ did for us. 
Amen.  
                 -Pastor Carrie 
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SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR 
FAITH IN THE MIDST OF A  
PANDEMIC 
 
August 9 - August 30  
Online via Zoom, 10:30 am, Sundays 
 
As Pastor Travis and Pastor Carrie have been 
preaching the past few months, we are sitting 
in the Messy Middle of a global pandemic. This 
journey has not been easy and for many of us 
our faith is floundering amidst the hardship. 
This four-week series is set to help us make 
sense theologically of this anxious and tragic 
time and our response to it. The sessions will be 
pulling from N.T. Wright’s newest book God 
and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the 
Coronavirus and its Aftermath and Max Lucado’s 
2017 book Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a 
Chaotic World. Join me for reflective devotion 
and honest exploration of faith in the midst of 
a pandemic. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242 
 
Meeting ID: 843 6443 9242 
 
Aug. 9 -  An Active God in a Chaotic World 
Aug. 16 - Living in the Moment  
Aug. 23 - C.A.L.M. : Celebrate, Ask, Leave,  
      Meditate 
Aug. 30 - Recovering and Healing from a  
      Pandemic 

FIRST FRIDAY MOVIE NIGHT ON 
THE LAWN 
 
First Fridays of the month at 6 pm 
Beginning August 7 
 
We are starting a new tradi-
tion while the weather is nice! 
Bring your own blanket and 
some picnic dinner for a Dis-
ney/Pixar movie on the First 
Lutheran lawn. We will offer 
some “Theological Thoughts” 
to parents when they enter. 
These will help connect the 
movie to themes in our own Christian faith. 
Feel free to use them at your own discretion on 
the ride or walk home. We will keep properly 
physically distanced and we ask that viewers 
over the age of 2 wear a mask. RSVPs to 
Michaela are appreciated, but not required. 
This month’s movie is Finding Dory! 

HOLY 
COMMUNION 
WORSHIP 
 
Wednesdays, August 12 & August 26 
9 & 11 am, and 7 pm 
 
Please let us know you are coming by signing 
up on the Connection card, emailing Marcia– 
marcia@flccs.net or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84364439242
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HELP US CREATE ONLINE WORSHIP 
 
Each week we’ll be creating a video for online 
worship and send it out on Sunday mornings. 
We need your help. Send us your “And Also With 
You” response for the sharing of the peace. Hold 
your phone horizontally and take the video and 
then email it to theresa@flccs.net. Each week 
we’ll include some of those videos in our wor-
ship experience. Remember you can always find 
our videos at www.flccs.net. They are also on 
YouTube; just search for First Lutheran Colora-
do Springs. There are some great videos from 
the past as well as our audio sermons there to 
catch up on, too.  

WHAT TO DO… IN CASE YOU DIDN’T GET 
THE SUNDAY SERVICE EMAIL  
 
If you don’t receive the email from the church 
for the Sunday service, the service is available 
on the First Lutheran website, flccs.net. There 
is a link on the main page titled Online 
Worship. Click on that link and the worship 
service will appear. Worship videos are posted 
on our website by 7 am on Sunday morning. 
They are also posted to our YouTube site on 
Saturday afternoon. 
Usually, after checking, we can see that emails 
are being sent to you. However, for some 
reason, the emails are being bounced back. 
Our advice is to figure out how to mark emails 
from flc@flccs.net safe for your Internet 
provider’s server. We do not drop anyone off 
our database list unless asked. 

FIRST LUTHERAN 
MOM'S GROUP 
Online via Zoom 
8 pm on Tuesdays, 
Beginning August 4th 
  
As a mom of two little ones, I 
feel the social isolation and 
stress that this pandemic has 
put on an already hard situation. That hard situ-
ation is parenthood. It was never the easiest job, 
though at times very rewarding, but now it had 
gotten even harder. I will be leading fellow 
moms in a weekly Zoom conversation to just 
vent to one another, share stories, and lift each 
other up in this time of trial. Moms of all ages 
are welcome! 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426 
 
Meeting ID: 851 8482 1426 

CONNECTION CARD 
 
Please remember to complete the Connection 
card after you have watched the weekly church 
services. This information is recorded weekly in 
the church records that you attended the service.  

mailto:theresa@flccs.net?subject=videos
http://www.flccs.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85184821426
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Middle school youth group is at 4 pm 
every Sunday   
https://zoom.us/j/180569595 

High school youth group is at 5 pm 
every Sunday  
https://zoom.us/j/856667945 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2020-2021 
 
Worship Service and Information Session on August 19 at 7 pm  
First Lutheran Lawn 
 
Confirmation is a two-year class that helps 8th and 9th graders to explore topics of Christian faith, in-
cluding the Bible, Reformation History, and Lutheran Theology. This is also an open space to ask the 
tough questions about Jesus and God and to share our doubts. This year we will be meeting via Zoom 
on Wednesday nights with additional small groups and bi-weekly “Watch Parties” of our online wor-
ship. During non-Covid times there would be two retreats a year and a week of Confirmation Camp in 
the summer. We will try our best to accommodate retreats and camp this year, but things are obviously 
still up in the air. If you are interested in joining our confirmation class this year, please join us on Au-
gust 19t at 7 pm for a communion service where we will welcome our new and prospective students and 
reunite with our returning students. After the service we will have an open question and answer time 
about the program for students and their families with our new Minister of Faith Formation, Michaela 
Eskew. If you have an interested youth that is older than 9th grade or is in 9th grade and missed the first 
year, reach out to Michaela, michaela@flccs.net, and we will find a way to accommodate them.  

https://zoom.us/j/180569595
https://zoom.us/j/856667945
mailto:michaela@flccs.net
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please email any prayer requests to 
flc@flccs.net, or call the church office 
at 719.632.8836. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year to Date Budgeted Income through July 28:  
                 $1,039,504.76 
Year to Date  Income through July 28:      
                 $ 1,157,921.00 
Amount behind for the year:  $    118,416.24 
 
BENEVOLENCE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN THE 
MONTH OF JULY 
 
Rocky Mountain Synod/ELCA Mission Support 
                 $5,422.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod Missionaries 
                 $2,000.00 
Family Mentor Alliance      $256.00 
Family Promise          $1,482.00 
Habitat for Humanity       $334.00 
Hanifen Center/Soup Kitchen   $1,751.00 
Mission Medical Center      $630.00 
Open Bible Pharmacy       $643.00 
Rainbow Trail Camp       $398.00 
Teens with Promise        $334.00 
 
Total Benevolence in July     $13,250.00 

PRAYER VENTURES 
• Pray for open hearts and minds, that we 

might reflect prayerfully on our church, 
society, institutions, laws, traditions and 
selves, seeking meaningful change and 
reform to combat racism and white su-
premacy wherever they exist, perpetuate 
injustice or influence us. 

 

• Pray that the story of Jesus feeding the 
hungry crowd will inspire us to be com-
passionate and generous, and that, indi-
vidually and together, we will be able and 
equipped to respond to the needs of our 
neighbor. 

 

•  Give thanks for artists and craftspeople 
who share their creative gifts and perspec-
tives, arousing our joy, wonder, reflection 
and appreciation of life.  

 

• Pray that we will not be too inhibited to 
wrestle with God and God’s Word, or to 
have candid conversations with God, and 
that the Spirit will deepen our trust in 
God’s love, concern, forgiveness and pa-
tience with us.  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO 
SEND IN YOUR  
OFFERINGS 
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group: 

August 9 
Riley Loflin 
Rachael Stanley 
 
August 10 
Kurt Bakken 
Dick Bowman 
Beverly Hodges 
Amanda Horner 
Michelle Sturdivant 
Paul Wyant 
 
August 11 
Kathy Holmes 
Jane Juris 
Oren Lougeay-Benson 
Paul Smith 
 
August 12 
Denise Anderson 
Owen Broom 
Maggie Frey 
David Johnson 
Marianne Larson 
Jessica Lougeay-
Benson 
Julia Nehme 
Al Shea 
Teri Swanner 

August 13 
Greg Bjornberg 
Riley Cole 
Steve Dufaud 
Erik Hjelmstad 
Amy Pierson 
 
August 14 
Matthew Beichner 
Dick Kennedy 
Dave Peterson 
Linda Samuelson 
 
August 15 
Ron Furstenau 
Vonnie Hovind 
Elaine McKibben 
Pastor Mark Patzke 
Luke Safayan 
Leah Urban 
Sarah Wilaby 

August 9 
David & Carol Callan - 40 years 
Bob & Georgia Haberacker - 62 years 
Ericka & Eric McDaniel - 29 years 
Mark & Karla Roth - 45 years 
Lexie & Aris Tufts - 10 years 
Al & Thelma Wiebke - 61 years 
 

August 10 
Jesse & Teresa Johnson - 18 years 
Tyler & Tammy Kraemer - 24 years 
Bert & Patti Loper - 29 years 
Susan & Kerry Shipley - 35 years 
Ed & Karla Weaver - 47 years 
 

August 11 
Pastor Bob & Joni Kippley - 21 years 
 
August 12 
Owen & Janet Broom - 10 years 
Dave & Teri Haberacker - 31 years 
Kay & John Vucasovich - 20 years 
 
August 13 
Kevin & Stephanie Kruse - 9 years 
 
August 14 
Tim & Sherry Coutts - 44 years 
Danny & Megan Jensen - 10 years 
Steve & Jeanne Steiner - 44 years 
 
August 15 
Jim & Corine Daubert - 58 years 
Wendall & Andrea James - 56 years 
Kay & Lance Landon - 49 years 
Gene & Sally Warrington - 61 years 
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Cliff Allen 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Annette 
Joyce Arneson 
Dean Arnold 
Butch Backlund 
Vernevelyn Baty 
Bill 
Hannah & Jeremiah 
Brittany 
Jerry Brunet 
Butch 
Marci Cornelison 
Leslie Crowley 
Sharon deHala 
Bill Duven 
Eric 
Carol Foltz 
Tom Gosch 
Andy Grasmick 
Lee Gross 
Jon Haring 
Wayne Haring 
Eleanor Hjelmstad 
Jutta Heberer 
Doug Hering 
Beverly Hodges 
Ida Lou Huber 
Anita Iskra 
Terry James 
The Peter Jepson Family 
Josh Jones 
Sherri Keil 
Diana Keys 
Steve Krantz 

Patty Kruger 
John Link 
Billy Asa Martin 
Jay McCoy 
Anthony Miller 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Debra Mills 
Cassandra Mueller 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Sam Norton 
Bill Phipps Sr. 
Zach Porter 
Don Reed 
Skip Robinson 
Rocky 
Israel Roth 
Sylvia Sandner 
Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
The Simon Family 
Cathy Stanley 
Lori Stevens 
Cliff Stoker 
Bev Strecker 
Christine Welch 
Bernice Wolf 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Ben Zeeb 
Jamil & Claudine 
Zoughbi & Family 
Michael & Carmen 
Zoughbi 

Please keep these members of First Lutheran,  
their family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

A private memorial service for  
DICK LARSON 

will be held on Thursday, August 13, at 10 am 
in our Sanctuary. 

The service may be viewed via livestream 
 by going to Youtube.com and typing 

 ‘First Lutheran Church Colorado Springs’ 
into the search engine.  

A memorial service for  
DENNIS KRUSE  

will be held on Friday, August 14, at 10 am  
 at First Lutheran Church  

outside on the lawn. 
Please wear a mask and physically distance 

from others. 

Our condolences and prayers surround the 
family and friends of 
ELISABETH FARADY 

Ellen, Michael & Susan’s mother;  
Kathy’s mother-in-law;  
grandmother of three;  

great-grandmother of two. 
A service will be held  

at a later date in our Sanctuary.  
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More Kids’ Kamp fun! 

The baptism of Lilah Jane Eskew - 

Lilah was baptized by her father 

Will. 


