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FROM THE PASTOR 

We’re starting a new sermon series this week called Unshakeable Faith. It’s a series on the book of 
Hebrews and a chance to explore this thing we call ‘faith.’ What have you learned about faith in your 
years of following Jesus?  
 
I’ve been reading Ascent of Mt. Carmel by Saint John of the Cross. He lived at the same time as  
Martin Luther did and wrote from a Catholic perspective about growing in relationship with God. 
John talks about times of spiritual darkness in our lives when we don’t hear from God or feel God’s 
presence like we used to. But he says that is all part of the path of discipleship. The goal of these “dry” 
times is to teach us even more what it means to live by faith, tto live our life with God in trust rather 
than in knowledge, in faith rather than in certainty. It’s certainly uncomfortable, but an important 
part of spiritual growth.  
 
That’s what God has been teaching me about faith these days. I’m learning to trust that God is there, 
moving and acting even when I don’t feel it or can’t hear Him. What is God teaching you?  
 
We are all on this journey of faith together and I hope that these next several Sundays will help you 
along in your own relationship with God. There are times in our life when God asks us to take a big 
risk or make a sacrifice in faith. There are other times when faith simply means being obedient and 
living out the basics of our teachings, like the Ten Commandments. Sometimes faith is about stand-
ing firm against opposition and other times it’s about moving forward and making waves or just get-
ting out of our comfort zone. Sometimes faith is about patience and waiting for a season.   
 
Whatever our faith requires of us these days I pray that God will continue to make us into disciples of 
Jesus who have unshakeable faith in the one who loves us.   
 
-Pastor Travis 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ grace, peace, and mercy to you from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Friends, this is the week, this is it, this is the week that you are going to change the world!  How is that 
possible you ask; what is going to happen? It’s pretty simple actually, you are going to go into the world 
and love in our words, in our actions, in our choices. 
 
Because here’s the thing. In all that we do this week — our actions, decision, choices — will, in fact, 
ripple out with consequences foreseen and unforeseen, for good or for ill, for the health or damage of 
the world. The question isn’t whether, but what…what will we do this week to make a difference in the 
world?  Some of these actions may be big, bold, and courageous. Others may be small, hardly noticea-
ble. And yet they all have the potential to ripple out, affecting countless lives. 
   
The Apostle Paul, in the second reading, says that we all are members of the body of Christ, each with 
different gifts, yet all one in faith and with the same potential for God to use us to change the world.   
So, what will you do this week that could change the world?  
 
In the gospel text for today we have the great commission.  These are the words of Jesus that send us 
out into the world to be disciples.  To be faithful in ways that you can see and hear, for our love to be 
visible to the world.  The text tells us to “go therefore and make disciples”.  What exactly do you sup-
pose it is to make disciples?   
 
Pastor Travis and I talk about what that means, to make disciples.  Even our mission statement here at 
First Lutheran states that “We will equip people to be fully committed followers of Jesus Christ.” So, 
what does that mean exactly?  What does it look like to be fully committed?  What exactly is being 
asked of us, not by me, or by Pastor Travis, but actually by God?  We are being asked to change the 
world, to love others as God loves us.  I think that we do a pretty good job with the teaching that God 
loves you part.  
 
One of the first things that nearly everyone remembers about church or at least about their Sunday 
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School experience is singing “Jesus loves me” …
Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me 
so, little ones to him belong, they are weak but 
he is strong… And it’s true, you are loved.  But so 
what?  What does that mean if it just ends there?  
Love isn’t intended to be held onto so tightly that 
it isn’t returned, reciprocated or shared.  God 
loves us first so we can love others.  If it ends 
with God loves us, we miss the transformation, 
we miss the piece that leads us to discipleship, 
we miss the piece that leads us to sanctification 
to God working with us and through us to bring 
mercy and grace in a world that hungers for 
peace, justice, and love. 
I know that for some folks listening there is still 
a struggle to believe that God loves you. God 
does love you; God loves all creation. For all of us 
the time has come to now to change the world by 
that love, and to start with ourselves. God’s love 
assures us that we are His, but it also calls us to 
transformation, to not simply rest in his love 
knowing that we are saved, but to act boldly in 
his love, serving others, loving others, doing 
what is good and right so others may see his love 
through you.  
 
How will you let God’s love change you?  How 
are you different tomorrow because God loves 
you today?  If we are not better for being loved 
by God and loving like God, does it cheapen his 
grace?  God does indeed love you as you are, but 
don’t we still have room to grow, doesn’t our 
faith continue to bloom as we learn how to take 
God’s love and transform ourselves into some-

one who not only claims God as a savior, but 
lives as an active disciple spreading the gospel 
message through word and deed? 
And friends, what if we aren’t changed by God’s 
love, what if we continue to live a Christian life 
when it’s convenient, when we are with our 
safe Christian community, but once we leave 
the safety of that space we check our Christian 
love at the door? Author Alice Walker said, 
“Anybody can observe the Sabbath, but making 
it holy surely takes the rest of the week.” 
 

God gave his Son for us; it must be hurtful or 
even insulting when we fail to hold onto and be 
changed by the amazing love that we have been 
freely given.  There is not much that is more 
painful than love that isn’t returned.  We love 
God back, when we live into and are changed 
by his amazing love.   
That is grace as the transforming power of 
God, the renewing of our minds, the living of-
fering, the embodiment of God’s endless mer-
cies that set us all into motion and point us to-
ward what is good, acceptable, and perfect. A 
transformed and renewed mind is the center of 
genuine love; without this spiritually gifted 
new life, human beings will always fall short of 
godly love. In essence, faith without love yields 
nothing. 
 
Humility and empathy are required for living 
alongside others in such a way as to bless those 
who persecute, to rejoice with those who re-
joice, to weep with those who weep, and to as-
sociate with the lowly. Paul echoes the teaching 
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of Jesus, who said “Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who abuse you.” Paul ad-
dresses how to love those outside the Christian 
community, by living in such a way that fosters 
peace. Verses 17 and 21 act like bookends, “Do 
not repay anyone evil for evil … Do not be over-
come by evil.” These ideas are connected: we 
ourselves are overcome by evil when we let spite 
and anger infect and spread through us like a 
disease. 
 
Paul is not asking his audience to just practice 
self-control when provoked. They are to do 
more than refrain from repaying evil; they are 
to initiate doing good to opponents. This is 
much harder. But in doing so, Christians over-
come evil with good, showing that they “cling to 
what is good,” expressing the definition of true 
love. 
 
Surrounded and upheld by this undeserved and 
steadfast love, then, the community of Jesus 
Christ practices love. “Let love be genuine,” Paul 
says in Romans 12:9a, and then he spends the 
rest of the chapter describing sincere, non-
hypocritical love in various spheres of the 
Christian life.  Where are you going to live out 
God’s love and your love this week?  How are 
you going to change the world?  Let it be in love 
that is genuine and true, that was first given to 
us by God our Father. Amen 
 
-Pastor Carrie 

PRAYER VENTURES 
• Pray that we will look to God’s wisdom 

as we ponder the world, our purpose in 
life and how we might live with one  

  another in global community. 
 
• “Now you must get rid of all such things 

— anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
abusive language from your mouth. Do 
not lie to one another” (Colossians 3:8-
9a). Give thanks that, through our  

  baptism and the ceaseless work of the  
  Spirit, we are being transformed in every 
  way to reflect the image of God in which 
  we were created. 
 
• Pray for the leadership, wisdom and 

well-being of our presiding bishop,  
  Elizabeth A. Eaton, as we and our  
  siblings in Christ try to unify this     
  church in a world of ever-evolving  
  complexity, conflict and division.  
 
• Praise God that we find our true  
  treasure in God’s love and mercy given  
  through Jesus Christ, a relationship that 
  endures for all eternity. 
 
• Ask the Spirit to bolster us in praying 

for worldwide peace and reconciliation 
and in supporting people, ministries 
and organizations committed to  

  making peace, providing relief, bearing  
  hope and defending the vulnerable.  
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ARE GOING TO PROSPECT LAKE! 
 
Carpool leaves from the alley parking lot at 9 a.m. 
  
Please join us on Saturday, August 6, for a day at Prospect Lake!  We will meet at the church at 9 a.m. 
and weather permitting, spend the day at the lake.  Bring $5 for lunch; drinks and snacks will be pro-
vided.  We expect to be back at the church around 3 p.m. This event is for rising 9 - 12  
graders. Friends are welcome with a permission form on file. Please email Shelly shelly@flccs.net  if 
you plan to attend. 
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TOUR OF ED ROBSON ARENA AT COLORADO COLLEGE 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2022 
DEADLINE TO RSVP: AUGUST 17     
MEET AT FLC AT 9:15 A.M. 
 
Join the OWLs as we visit a new Old North End “neighbor.”  Ed Robson Arena is Colorado College’s 
new multi-purpose, state-of-the-art, sustainable sporting event venue.  For the first time in history, 
CC Tigers hockey games are now played on campus.  The arena is named after Edward J.  
Robson, a 1954 CC graduate and former member of the hockey team  (edrobsonarena.com). 
The OWLs will have the opportunity to visit behind the scenes of the arena and then enjoy a 
catered lunch by Bon Appetit, CC’s campus catering team. Please use the following link to 

sign up https://bit.ly/3b8QfhI or call the church at 719.632.8836.  

 
 
 
 
NOTE:  We will need to carpool to the event due to the vandalism of the FLC buses.  First come, first 
served to sign up to ride in the van. 
 
Please make your selection of Chef Crafted Boxed Sandwich when you sign up. Each lunch is $16.65 
which includes tax and gratuity.  All boxed lunches include potato chips, bottled water, house-made 
cookie, and individually wrapped cutlery. 

https://bit.ly/3b8QfhI
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BECOME INVOLVED 

DO YOU SPEAK SPANISH? 
 

We have had several instances of needing 
someone with this skill. Please contact 
Cheryl Mahon at 719-447-6064 or  
cheryl@flccs.net if you’d like to volunteer  
periodically when we have this need. 

NEW SMALL GROUPS FOR TRI 3 
 

We are excited to offer new Small Group options for the third trimester of the year (September through 
November). Registration form opens August 1: https://bit.ly/3B24org 
 
BOARD GAME NIGHT – This group welcomes participants of all ages. Bring your favorite board game to 
teach others and learn how to play new games, too! This group will meet on Friday evenings (time to be 
announced). 
 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP – Many of us spend quite a bit of time learning about the Lord but 
might not have been introduced to really experiencing the Lord. In “Taste and See” we will explore im-
aginative contemplative prayer as one way to enter into God’s felt presence, tasting—not just learning 
about—his goodness.  
 

CRAFTING AROUND – This group will meet weekly on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Pat Friedell and  
Kiersten Lehmkuhl have prepared several different craft projects for people of any skill level (glass  
mosaics, wool felting, quilling, and more.) These projects will make lovely Christmas gifts. Watch for 
sample projects to be showcased in the Gathering Place. You can sign up for one, a few, or all projects 
offered! 
 

DINNER FOR EIGHT – This is an annual FLC small group, but only meets during the months of Septem-
ber, October, January, and February. Participants attend one dinner with seven other people per 
month. The assigned host prepares a main dish. Guests bring vegetable, salad/bread, and dessert. 
Share food and fellowship! 

mailto:cheryl@flccs.net
https://bit.ly/3B24org
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Snapshots - High School Trip to San Francisco 
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More photos, last page 
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SUMMER SINGING OPPORTUNITIES! 
 
It’s that time again – time for our summer men’s and women’s 
choruses – for anyone who wants to sing. There’s no audition 
and everyone eighth grade through 200 years old is welcome! 

This is a great time to have fun and find out what it’s like to be in the choir. 
 
MEN’S CHORUS 
Thursday rehearsals at 7 p.m. on July 28 and August 4 
Sing for all three services on Sunday, August 7 
 
WOMEN’S CHORUS - NEW DATES! 
Thursday rehearsals at 7 p.m. on August 18, and Thursday, August 25. Sing for all three services on 
Sunday, August 28. 
 
Please sign up in advance so we can prepare music for you.  https://bit.ly/3zlTCv2 
 

                   GRANDMA CHER’S THOUGHTS FROM RAINBOW TRAIL 
                 You are holding a cup of coffee when someone comes along and   
               bumps into you, shaking your arm, making you spill your coffee every 
             where. Why did you spill the coffee? “Well because someone bumped into  
             me, of course!” Wrong answer. You spilled the coffee because there was coffee 
          in your cup. Had there been tea in the cup, you would’ve spilled tea. Whatever is  
         inside the cup, will spill out. Therefore, when life comes along and shakes you (which 
        WILL happen), whatever is inside you will come out. It’s easy to fake it, until you get  
     rattled. So we have to ask ourselves, “What’s in my cup?” When life gets tough, what spills  
    over? Joy, gratefulness, peace, and humility? Or anger, bitterness, harsh words, and reactions? 
  Today let’s work towards filling our cups with gratitude, forgiveness, joy, words of affirmation, 
and kindness, gentleness, and love for others. 
                                  -Thich Nhat Hanh  

https://bit.ly/3zlTCv2


14  

 

MORE INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

TRAIL TREKKERS 
 

THURSDAYS IN MAY, JUNE, JULY, 
2022 

(ANYONE CAPABLE OF HIKING 3-6 MILES IS  
WELCOME.) 
 

Trail ratings (based on feedback from participants) 
 Easy - mostly level; mostly smooth trail surface; not 
more than three miles 
 Moderate - elevation gain/loss; somewhat rugged 
terrain; four-six miles in length 
 

Email Judy Hagge to sign up for the hike:  
 outdoorjudy@comcast.net  
   

A reminder will be sent to you prior to each hike.  
Please "reply" by e-mail to "sign up." 
 

THERE WILL BE NO HIKES ON  
AUGUST 4 & 11. 
 

This month the group will meet at The  Golden 
Bee at The Broadmoor, 1 Lake Circle, May 19 at 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
7 P.M., PEEL HOUSE, ROOM 201 
  
 

• September 7 - The Guest List, (You'd Kill 
to Be on It) a novel by Lucy Foley 

 

• October 5 - Plainsong, by Kent Haruf  

At First Lutheran you can become a member by 
attending the new member classes of your 
choice and making the affirmation of baptism 
promises to the congregation. The next classes 
will be held in August. The promises will be 
made on Sunday, August 28 during the 9:30 a.m. 
service. 

AUGUST 14, 2022 - Lutheranism 101 - Pastor 
Travis will review what we "as Lutherans" believe 
and the promises you will make during the  
service of inclusion. This is a great time to ask 
questions. 
 
AUGUST 21, 2022 - Introduction to First Lu-
theran - Meet the staff of First Lutheran Church 
and get to know others looking into church 
membership. 
 
Lunch will be served at both classes. 

 

Register here:  https://bit.ly/3s2W5qN 

https://bit.ly/3s2W5qN
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ALZHEIMER
VIRTUAL
SUPPORT
 

SECOND

Colorado Springs Region
 

These virtual support groups meet once a 
month using the Zoom video conferencing 
platform. Once you have registered, you will be 
sent information to join the Zoom meeting. To 
register or find out more, visit
crf

The following numbers represent where we stood at the halfway mark of 2022, at the end of June.  
Typically, this time of year we find ourselves behind budget a bit and that’s the case for this year as well. 
We are 50% through the year but have only received 48% of what is needed. This is a good reminder 
that our tithes and offerings remain important to fund the ministry of the congregation. While we are 
behind, it’s not something to be concerned about but just something to note and remind us to keep 
current on our giving or catch up as needed.   
 
Regarding the Rekindle the Gift campaign that ends this year we are on track to meet or exceed our 
pledges toward the Peel House project. As we come up on one year of full ministry in the Peel House, 
we should take great delight that already 96% of gifts have been given. Thank you!  
 
This summer we’ve had some really great ministries: excellent OWLS trips, youth trips and other ex-
cursions. The sermon series on the Parables was well received and we’re looking forward to diving into 
the book of Hebrews. In the month of August, we will resume Wednesday Night LIGHT worship with a 
new sermon series on how God calls us back to faith when we go astray. Confirmation will be starting 
up and at the end of the month we will welcome a seminary intern preparing to become a Deacon. 
Thank you for continuing to share your gifts with First Lutheran and funding the work of God through 
this congregation.   
 
2022 BUDGET THROUGH JUNE 2022  

Year to Date Budgeted Income through June 2022  $1,035,628.46   

Year to Date Income through June 2022        $  991,522.20   

Amount ahead/behind for the year          $   (44,106.26)  

  
REKINDLE THE GIFT CAMPAIGN ‐ THROUGH JUNE 2022:   
 

Total Pledged                    $3,600,000.00   
Total Received through June             $3,482,092.34   
 
Percentage of Total Pledges Received          96.72%  

MID-YEAR FINANCIAL UPDATE  

http://www.alz.org/crf
http://www.alz.org/crf
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WORSHIP  

ONLINE WORSHIP IS LIVE STREAMED  
AT 9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Here is the current schedule: 
 

• Sunday Sanctuary Worship: 8, 9:30,  
        and 11 a.m.  
• Sunday Live Stream Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
 

• Wednesday Night LIGHT is on hiatus  
 until August 17. 

 

Begins Sunday, July 31 with the  
following book discussion:  
 

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents  
 by Isabel Wilkerson 
Book Discussion led by Michaela 
Eskew 
July 31 to September 4 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Peel House 
 

There is a hidden hierarchy in our 
social system. To close out the 
summer, we are going to read another New 
York Times bestseller and discuss the topics of 
race, caste, and the myth of the American 
dream. Books will be made available for sale 
throughout the class, at the Round Desk or you 
are welcome to buy your own version – hard-
copy, ebook or audiobook.  
 

July 31 - Part One: Toxins in the Permafrost and  
    Heat Rising All Around 
August 7 - Part Two: The Arbitrary Construction 
    of Human Divisions 
August 14 - Part Three: The Eight Pillars of Caste 
August 21 - Part Four: The Tentacles of Caste 
August 28 - Part Five: The Consequences of    
    Caste 
September 4 - Part Six: Backlash and Part  
    Seven: Awakening 
 

SUNDAY ADULT SEMINAR  

SUNDAY SERMON SERIES FOR AUGUST 
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YOUNG ADULT WORSHIP 

MEET THE MINISTER 
 

In August, Michaela will be 
at Red Leg Brewing Company,  
Thursdays from 8:30 - 10 p.m. Drop in and 
leave whenever you want.  

YOUNG ADULTS 

Dates this summer:  and August 9 & 23, Peel 
House Parlor 

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT 
SERMON SERIES 

BOWLING AT THE SUMMIT INTERQUEST 
FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
August 3, 8 - 10 p.m. 
 
There is plenty to do at The Summit: bowling, 
arcade, laser tag. We will book a bowling alley 
for the first hour and leave the opportunity for 
people to keep bowling or take advantage of 
the rest of the space. First Lutheran will cover 
the cost of the bowling lane, but you should 
bring money for shoe rentals, food, drinks,  
laser tag, and the arcade. 

FALL SERMON SERIES 



18  

 

August 7 
Sharon Cartwright 
Carrie Johnson 
Blakely Wilkinson 
 
August 8 
Kim Banks 
Rod Kobilan 
 
August 9 
Lori Duncan 
Riley Loflin 
Rachael Stanley 
 
August 10 
Dick Bowman 
Paul Wyant 
 
August 11 
Kathy Holmes 
Jane Juris 
Oren Lougeay-Benson 

August 12 
Denise Anderson 
El Carter 
Maggie Frey 
Dave Johnson 
Marianne Larson 
Jess Lougeay-Benson 
Julia Nehme 
Teri Swanner 
 
August 13 
Greg Bjornberg 
Riley Cole 
Erik Hjelmstad 
Amy Pierson 
Nathan Spaziani 
 

August 7 
John & Julie Beck - 45 years 
 
August 8 
Jerry & Sandy Harkins - 58 years 
Scott & Sandra Parker - 30 years 
Jake & Rachel Sokol - 13 years 
 
August 9 
David & Carol Callan - 42 years 
Wayne & Gail Friedly - 36 years 
Bob & Georgia Haberacker - 64 years 
Mark & Karla Roth - 47 years 
Rick & Cris Waters - 19 years 
 
August 10 
Jason & Amanda Chlebus - 19 years 
Bert & Patti Loper - 31 years 
Ed & Karla Weaver - 49 years 
 
August 12 
Kay & John Vucasovich - 22 years 
 
August 13 
Eric & Karen Krepps -  34 years 
Kevin & Stephanie Kruse - 11 years 

NOTICE:  The church office 
will be closed on Thursday & 
Friday, August 4 & 5 as staff 
members will be attending a 
conference. 
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Debbie Adelbush 
Beth Allen 
Amy 
Cheri Anderson 
Wanda Anderson 
Felicia Arnold 
Janice Baldwin 
Jacque Bokelman 
Betsy Bonner 
Hub Braden 
Bill & Barbara Brown 
Jerry Brunet 
Christie Buchanan 
Paul Chafetz & Family 
Doris Cartwright 
Judy Compton 
Scott, Taytum & 
Channing Cope 
Richard Crawford 
Bob DeBates 
Sharon deHala 
Mark Delay & Family 
Steven Denny & Family 
JR Edmunds 
Pat Friedell 
Edna Fross 
Corrine Gibson 
Tom & Nola Gosch 
Julian Green 
Steven Gregg 
Lee Gross 
Sherry Harmon 
Private Steven Harris 
Jutta Heberer 
Paul & Kathy Herrmann 
Beverly Hodges 
Steve Hoffman & Family 
Ron Huston  

Please keep these members of First Lutheran, their 
family and friends, in your prayers this week. 

flccs.net

 

Wendell James & Family 
Josh Jones 
Annette Kester 
Carlin Kielcheski 
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski 
Heidi Kozak 
Carl Kuchta & Family 
Bob LaBant 
Leonard Lamberth & 
Family 
Jesse Lawrence & Family 
Elijah Lopez 
Lori & Harry 
Rolf Lundmark 
Doug Mackaman 
Jim Matthews 
Jay McCoy 
Brandon Miller & Family 
Gary Miller 
Hannah Miller 
Ryan Miller 
Evelyn Mountain 
Mark Mueller 
Patrick Murphy 
Gary Naber 
Sam Norton 
Carol Olson 
Michael O'Sullivan 
Owen & Family 
Barb Page 
Bill Pavell 
Andy Peel 
Perry & Lisa 
Laura Porter 
Norma Pounds 
Don Reed 
Everett Ricks & Family 
Connie Rowton 

Roger Schomber 
Ron Scott 
Tammy Slaughter 
Tara Soppe 
Joan Sparks 
Cathy Stanley 
Gwen Stein 
Lori Stevens 
Russ Stott 
Pastor Peter & Barbara 
Swan 
The Swearingen Family 

Ben & Stephanie 
Thompson 
Aaron & Cindi Thorson 
Rena & Darien Unger 
Jessica Valentine 
Lynn Whaley 
Kim Watts 
Anna Wiese 
Jody Wilbur 
George Woodard 
Greg & Carolyn Young 
Michael Young 

The memorial service for  
MARY & JERRY HANSON 

will be Friday, August 12  
at 1 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

Reception to follow in the Peel House. 
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More Snapshots - High School Trip to San Francisco 


